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QUR _ATTITUDE TOWARD THE TFAILURSS OF OZHRER  PROPLE,

Address by Mr, P, W, Howard
Forest Gate, June 29, 1940

One of the most dangerous things is to see other people's mistakes, and
yot it would Ye dangermis not to see them, hecaunae 1t would mean there was no
discernment, Do we feel, "Well, I should not d.o that: I am ashamed of him acte
;ng likga that - disgraceful”, Do we look upon & mistake in manner or action
by any who bear ths neme of the Lord Jesus, and before we are aware of 1t,
is there’something of severance that comes 1nto our minds "Well, I am differ-
ent from that”, and unconsciously Pharisalsm.comes in, - a little pride, a
1ittle self-confidence? Now that is the subjeot that has been on my mind some~
whaf. Shall we saek by the grace of Cod help from the Scripiures in conneetion
with 1t7 We Jmow, do we not? how SOME -people looked on the sins-of others,

In the GCospels we read "Two men went up into the temple to pray, the one a
Pharisee, and tho ,othe_r‘ a pubiicam God, I thank Thee I am not as. other men
are...or EVEN &8 this .pudlican” is his -climax thought., Before he goes on to
say what he does, negatively he tells what he 1s notj; positively of what he
does, dut not a word of confession of sin, We would all admit the force of

the words which the Lord Jesus added "Every one that exalteth hHimself shall
be abased”, That 18 the special point brought before us in Luke's Cospel again
and again, Luke 7 the Pharisee said "If this man were & prophet he womld
have Ynown who and what manner of woman this is that toucheth him, for she

1s a SINNZR", and the%word, of course, has a special tone when Simon the
Pharisee uses it., "This Man receiveth sinners and eateth with them”, "Why
eateth your Master with publicans and sinners?” ‘This was always th& conplaint
made about the Lord Jesus Christ by those who looked on othef yeoplets ginsg
enite differently from the way in whieh the Lord Jemus looked on sins,. That
at once drings us to a very important thought. We are not now dealing with
the sins of God's own children, bgt with the faect that when the Lord Jesus
vas among the educated people, thelr objsction was that He A41d not have

'their way of looking on sin, And yet He hated sin far more than they 414,
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But He Ymew mora ahout the nature of sin, We grsde sine, and rske some sinsg
groater than others, excusing some, Juldgling others, aceording to our temperae
gent, The Lord Jjudged sln, and that which lHe Judged moat severely wus the sin
of wrongly Judging other peorle's sing, and not seeing one's own, "¥hy tee
heldeth thou the mote that 1s in thy trother's eys, but considerest not the
‘b'cim that 12 in thing owm eye?" It 1s the sams principl'e.. The one would séy
"Lat mo cast out the mote out of thins eye" - quite politely. The Lord says
"Thou hypoerite", Xow that i1s a deeply importg.'nt.mqtter, vhish sﬁowa us that
ona' of the moét 4i1fficdt things 1s to look upon otherx pecple's gineg, -

aszpecially for those who are ac'quainted with Ceripture, Xnowle of truih
is dangerous, as well as knowledge of -error, unless it is sanctified, Know-

ledge of truth will only lead to self-osteem, unless the humility grows
gquicker than the Xmowledge, unless the p_gg_ri rocelves more than the hesd
receives, Now the faot that we desire this, is not sufficlent, We must dbe in

a ocondition to receive what we desire, This aspect is drought out in Luke 5,
Iuke 7, Luke 16, Luke 18, throughout that Gospel, as the right way of dealing
with other people's sins, You get it, too, in Romans'2: “wherefore thou art
inexousable, O man...thou that judesst dosst the same things®, That is a most
extraordinary statement, Perhaps you have Ioun;l it s0 in your own exper_:lence.
It 18 very trua, even in little details, You bdlame somebody off-handedly for
gomething~- you £ind in a fow moments or a few hours, you have done scmething
vory similar, There will be the tendency to look or it the other way. In other
words, in a matter of lateness, you will be inclined to say to him, "ahy, you
ara ten minutes late™: when you are late you will say "It is only é Tew minutes,
and I really could not help it", The peril is to have a differemt standard
for oursgelves and for others, in imperfest man is not f£it to be a final Judge,
We need to have that true self-julgment, that true discernment of things that
differ, Romarns 14 "Let us thersfore no longer Jjudge one another, but Judge
thig rather, that no man put a stumbling-bdlock or an occasion to fall in his
drother's way". The manner of d.pihg things is all-important, ¥He are not enw

trugtad with the position of being/fellow helpers to the truth, This is a
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very beautiful aspeot, and if only we can realize it, 1t will be so blesased,

Xy real thought is to 4o with ballevers, and looking upon believers®
Iailures, but I do want also to notice how the Lord Jesus Christ dealt with
sin around Him, He looked upox the oity, and wept over it, iie read; every
high priest taken from among nen is ordalned for mof;to offer gifts and sacrie
flces, who can have compaasion -on the ignorant and thouse who are out of the
way, Otherwlse he could.be a high priest, Ho one was allowed to be a high
priest unless he knew what compassion mesnt, That was the Divine prineiple,
In other words the high priest had to deal with the aépeot of d&rawing near
to 004, and had to deal with certsin arrangements for others, He had to desl
with the type of sin in leprosy, end so forth, It was so easy for him to get
a cortain official view of tzxinga. God does not went offielsls, He wants
tender hearts. God does not want our prains and our heads to be the first
thovght. "Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thine HEART" is the first
aspect in—Psuteronony, and “with the HEART ‘man believethi”, and so forth,

A ™Maht relationahiy anong children of God is of primary importance, One
of the greatest difficulties at the present time (when there is to ve re-
viving) -~ the enemy's apecial attempt will bYe to meke discord among drethren,
Children of God will soon coms together, some with £ll wanner of knowledgs,
and all manner of ignorance, Hany talk about evaocuation, people heing sent
away many mlles, gither for intermment, or ‘o escape difficultlies, - peovple
are talkxing of such rearrangements suddenly in te;‘ms of large umbers, and
there may come persemxtion-which will bring ohildren of God of all naitions
together, into confinement, from all landsa, all conditions, and all eirocum-
stances, We little Imow what way happen. Asnésthe great peril will always be
among believers - FRICTION - discord, misunderstanding, The eneuy will seak
to sow that, The qusstion is just how are we to look at one anoiher's failures,
We need to view our own failures as sins, We ars dbrought at ihe outaeti to
the aifricult and full pessage in Juds (verses 22,23,) It is mct &x easy
passags to translate, dut might be more simply: "And some conviet, when they
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dispute; and some save, snatching them out of the fire; and some have merey
upon with fear,” I think there are these three things: Jome conviot when
they dispute - don't let them go on disputing, fonse save, snateching them out
of the fire -~ thay aré in danger of being hiadered py errord, On some have
merey with fear -~ bs afraid last you bde affeotod, Yut have that tendsr mercy,
Realizme these differont ways of desling with d1fferent oconditions, lere we
hava a very inportant aspect: there is a dooling with those who are disputing,
aonviet them, seek to reprove; but there ars some you have to arnatoh out of
tho fire - be sarnesi, don't let them e led astray; and on some have meray
with fear, be afraid lest YOU be damsged. ¥o need to be very careful to cet.
in & way that brings God glory., Let us recollect elso in this connection, ve
&0 not always.went to he on the look out for fallurez., We want to look out
for the work of the Lord., I want {o be more occupled with vhat the Lord has
done for my drother than with his failures, If I am occupied with his failures
I shall ineresse then, If I sm ococupled with what the Lord has-done-for-my
bruther, I shall) deorease his failurcs, It is easy to be ocoupted vith
failures, When thare i3 1llness, it is not alweys ths hest thing only to deal
with the 1llness, there nay be tho need that the weak frame should be dullt
upe What we want 1s to see whatever there is of Christ in a fellow believer
and ensourage 1%, There should be an inoreasing ooncern to emphasize that
which is of the Lord and from the Lord, One is consclous in this oconnoction
of the beautiful meaning of Calatians 6:1, If snyone is overtaken in a fault,
ye vwhich are spiritual restors such an one in the epirlt of meekness, oon-
sidering thyself, lest thou also be tempted, A spiritual person, and then a
spiritual condition first, - in & spirit of nrecknesss A spiritual rerson can
lack meekness, The Holy Spirit doss nct say & spiritual person will rot make
a mistake, The riaht kind of person in the right conditlon &t thst moment,
You cannot Jut on & meskness in five minutes, but it equally shows that being
gpiritual genorally is not-engugh. ~ there must be the right cordition at
that moment, "Consideringw thyself, lest thou also bde tempted”, The great
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point here drought defore ns 13 "Restoriiag such an one" - an sspect of desp
splritual importance to us all, The great ohjeet is %o resitore. Do we sulfie
clontly reslize that in denling with sin? In dealing with failures the great
nbject 18 rosioration. is to the bvody, 1f thore 1s a physical fwilure, what
13 your oblect? Siuply to ¥now all shaut the dlpease? Or is your abjeet,
throvgh any knowledse of 14, to get a vielory over it, that the 1ife of the
percon. instecad of the deadly power of the disease, may have the viclory?
You deal with the diseasc bacsuse thore 1s a living rerson there who has

powor in that life to figat 1t, and Lt is through the living power of that
ypexson you hope to get vietory over the disease., You are depending uypon the

fact of 1ife being there, and that somehow that life may be drought into a
candition to deal with the disease, There im life in fellow delievers, and

we want the 1ife to operate in our own life and othersg, "Considering thysslf",
Every other hrother's failure has a relationship to us, It may de he is copy=-
ing something we 4id, It may be we have not been the help ‘to him we might
have deen, It may be we have neglecfed showing Christian love, We have a
blgger share in other psoplels fallures than we think, It 1s deeply important
to realize "Condldering thyself, lest thou also be tempted®, becixn it 1s
Just as likely for you and me to yake a mistoke as for someone alse to make

a mistake, We all need to realige our dependence on the lord., The great thing
is to RRSTORE such an one, I do like that aspect, It 1s the same in Matthew
18 "if thy dbrother trespass against thee, go and tell him his fault between
thee and him alone: if he shall hear thee, thou hast GAINKZD TEY BROTHER",
Hebrews 12 "Vherefore 11ft up the hands whieh hang down, and the Lseble knees;
and meke straight paths for your feet, lest that whioh 1s lare be turned out
of the way; but let it rather be healed", "Restore”, "gain®?, "heal”, - that
is the obdjent, ¥hy? "Destroy not him with thy mest FOR WXOM CHRIST DIED®,
"Thrcugh thy Xnowledge shall the weaX brother perish FOR WHOM CHRIST DIED"?

(Orace 18 not to meke us careless, As we are concerned adout our own lives,

soc with other peoplets lives, From the ata.izdpoint of our aotion, we ean ¥111
& brother, if we are a hindrance to him aspiritually, What the Lord will do
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to prevent by illa grace does not% touch the point, Intent to murder is murder,
and thouch the Iord mey hinder an action resching its goal, the tendenoy of
cur cetion is to destroy cur brother for whom Christ died. It is not."I like
h&g, and therefore I want him’ to be restored”, Ve do not have liking in Serip-
O vut loving., "I like" scoording to my own 'z:afural inelinations, but "love"
in fur Ceeper, it is sccording to the grace of God, It is so importent we
should realize "For whon Christ Gled", That gives e concern as to the risht
view of the faeilures of one another, If one mewber suffers, all the members
guffer with it; Tou cannot soparate ihe members of & bvody, and you oanriot
geparate childéren oi" God,

1t is so easy to feel pity for othern, wut the real mesning of "sympathy"
is FELILG WITH, I can feol for & person véry easily; but I do not know AL I
righily use the word "I feel with you", Should we not often say "I feel for
them, but I do not always feel WITH them", Bﬁt the aspect of '"remembering those
th_a.t sre in hends az hewnd-with them" has a certain booring ©B ‘u'u U rElae -
tionsnip to one another, I suppose wo all know what 1t is to feel that certain
things would cut us more olosely if we felt :my were very olosely related to
ug in the flesh, The closer the relationship, the more keenly one would feel
1t, Whem Benlel feli his share in the disgrece of Israel's sin, the Lord
bleased him, ¥hen £zra felt his shere in the dlsgrace of the sina of those
who had comce back Lfrom captivity, .éoa blasge& hinm, There- ig the burial of
all seandsl and discord as scon &z that aspect 1s taken, For cne to tslk "of "
snother, to athers, is ruled out, There is such a concern for thet which
pleases the Lord, e need t¢ reslize that we all have & share in ore another's
failures, and we have an intense longing for. others to ploase the Lord becanse
we belong to one another, Az & parent looks with deep concern on & ohild when
111, oh that there might be thal sane affeeilon, that sanme dosire for ‘hesling,
that God nigzht bo glorified in the blossing among His people., It does not \
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teke such to be one of Jubls Lriends - they kuew a great desl, but if any
Yook has boon written to show ihe absence of tsct, it is the hook of Jab.
They wers morslly good wer, snd they lmew much truith, dub they allogether
lacked that sergitivensss of God's will, Heud knowledge of truth way male
one all the more severe, Unsanctified krowledge is & peril, James 5:19 -
"Brethren, i any of you Qo err from the truth, and one convert himg let
him xxnow that he which converteih the gsirner from the error of his wmy,
shali save a soul from deeth, and shall hide a multitvde of alns® reminds
us of the sane sspoet brought befere us in 1 Felter 4:8 "adbove all things
have fervent love among yourselvea, for love shall cover the muliitulde of
sins”, "Rostore“, "covex®, "save!, "win", "heal' - lovely words setting
forth God's purpose, sud God's desire that we, Hls people, might have that
Tull view of "For whom Christ Illed", to affeet our aspect ss lo everything,
in the gracious ministry of the Holy Spirlt,

Further literature, concerning the Lord, gladly sent (international) to
exercised believers for personal perusal, and passing on to God’s
glory, some also in German, Spanish, Russian, Polish, Czech, Romanian:
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