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Address by Mr, P, W, Heward
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The "body"™ would seem %o ;ndicato vital union and dependence, and a felw
lowship of activities in obedience., The bride would indicate the unity of the
redeemed, and affection to the Lord with a davotednesé which will not be turned
aside, The virgins would indicate individual responsibility; end looal asgsenmdly
rosponsidility, it may be, with regard to that btright hope a looking for the
Lord, with a somewhat different standpoint from that of the ‘united bride; yet
there is the same 8tress upon purity and xg aéparation, the same stress on mne
willingness to be satiafied by any thing else but His coming, It is therefore
remarkﬁble that we should f£ind fodlish ones among virging, dut, though remsrk=
able, it is o fact, in the words of the Lord Jesus, and this, as we have seen,
impresses and plerces and humbles our hearts as well as the hearts of others,

‘We have besn Yrought to notice meny similarities between the wilss snd the
foolisgh, and at first the outwardly small difference, but there was & funda.
mental difference, We have thus deen brought to lay a stress on the work of
the Holy Spirit and the privilege of devotibn and worship, #e have also seen
1t is poasidle for wise ones to sleép. és well as for foolish ones to go out,
lie have no'wish to exanine how far a4 bellever can wander, nor db we seek to
£ind out how far one can go without Yeing saved, Our desire is that all truth
may eome in the practical power.of the Holy Spirit to 6ur hearts, and that
speculation may be more and more abandoned,

We realize that the Bridegroom has an appointed time, and He will not ocome
Yefore the time. The word "tsrry"” may bring this Yo our notiece. The danger of
saying "My Lord tarrieth" or "My Lord delayeth® has been noticed, We mifR wish
to be more and more awakened when there is a time of walting, It 13 8o easy to
be spasmodically earnest, "While the Brldegroom tarried they all slumbered and
slept®, Continuance is the test, a test which we all find makes ug at least in
some meagure ashemed, "They all slumbered" and slumber goes on to sleeping, It

is 80 eaéy to allow the beginning of sin to become a larger sin, "They slume
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Yered and slept"®,
But 1t 15 bleased to realize that the Bridegroom would not oome while

they were asleep. Throughout Soripture we are reminded that we have a reapone
8ibility and ir connection with that responsidility we nay lose much, and we
are warmed lesgt we should lose all, but the Lord gracliously has His own precious
responaibility to His own promise, and He will not parmit us to lose all.: But
naver must we use His reapéneiglity to His promise, to weaken our responsidi-
11ty to His will, The two parts of truth stand in thelr perfect relationship,
They are awakensd, awakened with the thought of Eimself, They hear the
words, "Go out," or "Come out to meet Him", Have they all already come out?
UnGoubtedly, but if there is the sleeping there is & need to rige, "Awake,
thou that sleepest, and arise fron among the dead”, Sleep s;;iritually 1s always
coznected with a wrong position as well as a wrong canditibn. Henoe the words,
"Come ye out" comes the second time, We cannot sleep without wandering, "Come
ye out”, Grace aypoints, spadles and oncourages a further going out, The "out
of's" and "into's® of SQriptufe are striking., "Cone ye out inty s meeting of
Him", "Brought out of dsath into 11Ls", "!;élled. out of Garkness into His mare
vellous light.” #e havs every out of, into that which is of Hingelf, with a
view to meeting, not an avent, not a thing, but a Ferson, thet Person the Lord
Himeelf., He 1a the sttraction, "See" - the eyes are directed toward the
ﬁii&mom. "Come ye out”, - the feet are towaerd the Bridegroom, "To fneet Him" «
nA11 those virgins arose". They were ralsed, The. e:rj?wa);ened. and they trimmed
their lsmpas. It would scem to suggest that no lamp is in a right condition '
when therae is sleep. There is nesd for trimhing, "They trimmed thelr lanps”,
A1l had wicks. They trimmed their lanps for now ﬁhny falt their need for the
1ight, "4t midnight there was a ory nade”, Thé darkmesas has reached its oll-
nmax, He comes to dring in the new day. Hers we have the coming of the Lord
assoolated with the now day, and it 1s somevhat strixingly a hint of Roman
reekoning, and noil Jewish reckoning, Moresver, there seems Yo be 2 gtress on
the faot "their ovm lamps", but yet "they had no oil with themselves", for
they were foclish. The foolishness is linked with mcompleteness. To teke a
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yuy lamp without oll 1s menifesily foolish, but we realize how often in owr
gpiritual 1ife even with bellievers alsc there is foollshness because ws do half
and lesve out the other half, We often have faith up to a certain point, enough
tn bring ourselves into diffioulties, and fail to have faith up to the further
point to see the Lord's deliveranoce, 1t 18 so important Yo earry ¥ thing right
throurh, there should be ocompletensss, Who wise were ocoupied with their work,
the foolish spoke, "Give us of your oil ‘beoause our lamps ers. (not "gone out”
put) "going out". Apperently, therefore, immediately after trimming, as far és
the record goes, the 1ampé vwere going out, It is sometimes sald that the lamps
has been 1it, Scriphn"e does not say so, Just as we have no sevidence in Jom
15 that & fruitful branch becomes fruitless, so we have no thought here the
lamp which has been lit goes out, The lamp is golrg out as soon &e we are told
14 has been irimmed, Horeover, it is the foolish virgins whose lampas ere going
out, Bvidontly tho wicks would give & smouldering. %e esn hardly oall it "light-
ing up”. The Lord says they trimmed their lamps, but the Lord does.not.say they
114 them, They declare that their light is going out - that is ell, I think the
infexrence 15 plain and humbling. "They had no oil" is the Divine statement,
Theore was but the flickering after they attempted to light ‘the wick,

"The wise amawereg!. thom-, saying, Rot po", I think it is better to leave
out words in 1talies, f[‘ha first statement depends largely on the second.. "‘Go
ye rather to them that sell and buy for yourselves, lest there be rnot enough
for us and for you", Undoubtedly,"lest™ is put first, but there i= 2 close
raolationship hetweon the two, "lest there be not sufficient for us and for you,
Go ye", "The Brifegwoom cometh; come ye to meet Eim;‘, but thore who are foolish
hear another word, "Co ye", "Give us", they ask, and the words sound in their
ear, "Buy", "Thoy had no oil with themselves", though they had the lamps "of
themanlves®™, and the works wound in thelr ears, "Buy for yourselves”, It is all
very aolexmizi.ng

ind verss 10 tells us that they went sway, - the exact opposi te of the
aspect of verse 6, "Come yo out to meet Him", "They went away"; they went awey
to buy. We are not told they went away and boucht, We are not told they went
to.thom that sell. The Lord does Mot oay there are those that sell, The just-
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awakened virzina say "Co ye and buy", the Lorad does not say & word adout this,
It is important to dlstinguish what people msay in a paradle and what He Qéys.
There 18 no suggestion from the Lord that there were those who.soid, or that
they could buy, or 4id buy., Put the words were intended in the Lerd's record
of them‘ to have a very solemn message and to show the hopelossness of recelve
ing the oll as a gift from & fellowworeature, or obitaining by owr purchase,
Thanks be unlo God, rorlﬁis Unspeakable Gift has many appliocations in the fl.
nass of that which His love hes provided, for thoee who feel ﬁheir need reJotée‘
to receive it from Hig fulness Who,is full of gracé and truth,

T ¥ay 11, 1930,

Lagt time, by Godls grace we wore pondering the words of the foolish vire
gins and of the wime, The foolish realized their need;, dut realized it too 1late,
Yor 13 there & word of confeasion of sin, or of true heart-sorrow for the need,
There is thal which 1s peoufarly painful in the uttersrce of verse 8, "Give us
of yowr oil", "Your oiln, tor we have none, "Give us" - we want to got 1%, We
yant the o011, we want to be ready in our own way. "CGive us of your oil". "ur
lamps are going out," es if to say"We are surprised they are going out", They
aid not at the outset deolare, "We have no oil, we carmo% light our lamps, ﬁe
have made a mistake, we have come out carelessly, we have been negleotful of
our real need."” Xo, they scek to trim thelir lamps, they s;ek té 1izht Sheir
’ ‘ and 4t is only when the flickering lanmps

lamps, :
ghow they have nothing, that they turnm to the others, The tone we know not, it
may have been the tone of excidement or of calmmess, Ve carmot tell; the unre-
sorded tones of Soripture give scope for the application of the ipirit of CGod
ir. & nunber of ways to §ur hearts, The blessing of & written book is that we
have hrought before us that wpich earmot bde changed, Th§ blessing, further, is
that we have that which allows of various tones applled by the Holy Spirit,
that we may get His fulness of meaning,

They wan%t to get into the feast. They want to see the Bridegroom but 1t
does not need e spiritual work to bring about a desire for blessing, for the
patural man oan "desire”, without the ps_th thither, There are meny stiractive
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things i1 Seripture which the natural heert can seek, Oh that wé may seek every-
thing of Christ, not only ‘he attractive things from the world's standpoint,
ORh that we may seek not only to be with the Lord in the glory, Yut to be with
the Lord in the way that pleases Him, and that glorifies Him,

"But the wise anpwered”, We are not told the Lord ancwored, Let me repeat,
I 40 not think we have any wa_rrant for saying that the Lord gave thils statémnt
gs His ovn worling. "Thé wige antswerad.". the wise who dut a little before had
ween asloep, and who -had boo;i in meroy awakened. ¥e cannot fully understend why
they thus answered, I am not aure we are to fully undsrstand many sentoncoes o:!"
seripturs, The }suyings and sellings of the paia‘olee are very roemarkadle, We
have that preaious CGlorious One tho s0ld all and bought the field, the One ¥ho
bought the pear}. We have the contrast in Luke 14 of the one who bougat the
£161d amd who bought the five yoks of oxen, Hen's tuying interfered with the
things of the Lord, The Tord's buying was in love to Hlsz people that He might
display them 4in His glory.

And here too we have brought before us the thought of buying; dbut at the
outsot the wise give a reason - "leat thére be not enough for us and you®, "Go
yeo eand duy”, 1 mentioned last week a hesitation as to the added words in 1talles
Thers ig more foree without them, "Lest there be not onough for vs and you, go
ye rather to them that buy", There was enough for the wise - thanks bve unto God
for this. But they could not give toc sthers, they could not transfer, "Lest ther
be not enouzh, Go ya". They could not make the oil, they could mot obtain the -
0ll by any effort of their own, and there was no thought of going to the Bride-
groom for the oll, Thanks be unto God at the present time, when we fesl ocur
need, we can go to Him and buy, "I counsel thes to buy of Me gold trisd in the
fire", - a unique passage where the Lord tells ilis people to huy, IL He coune
sels to tuy, buy we ocan, but we do not go to them that sell, we go to Him, "I
counsel thee to dbuy of Ns", There is 2 vondrous contrast in that conte:gt, with
the thoueht of brimging together earthly things, "Thou art rich and inoreased
in goods"e.. "I ommsél thee to buy”, If we are %o duy from Him we are to
give up", 4h, 1t 1s not a giving up; 1f ve "'W the Truth and sell it not" we
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have wondrouy valune for our bwfhg'. It ig better than & bargain, 1t is wonérous,
the fulness that He glves., Dut we must be willing to lsy asife tha iinsel and
tawdry things of earth, we nmust give up our time, we must give up & meamure of
our strangth, we must give up that which a msn of the world holds desar, 1f we
would buy that which the Lord gives,

Put here i3 the thought of Yuying from those who mell, in order that thore
nay dbe a conmldumgss of the dasparate imposal?hity of thbaa in thisg oondition
{ef, Zzoxiel 18;31), They san 4o nothing, they can odbtain nothing, The solemn
silence of Seripturs impresses us, They wont tﬁ buy - they did not go AKD buy,
They did not. come back with the 011, thay only went o buy. How meny aesk to
buy, to obtain, to sesoure, but they obtained nmothing, Israsl scught, but they
obtainsd no.t, bacause they zought it not by xa;th. but ag 1t woere By the workse
of ihe law. lers we have & golng to duy. Happy are those who have reccived the
glft of the Lordl's oll, and vho know thoir need net,

But oh, desr f£riends, let us be concornsd that we have the oil now, Death-
bed conversions are poasidle with God, and sudden preparations at the last are
within Hia power, ‘but‘,fnomally we have the holy warniné of Coéd aguinat oxpecta-
t3on of a maddsn £inal work, when we have geglected the thinga of God now,
These, all of them, were kept out of the feast. It is irzportant to be prepared
now. Lot us mot pat off. One dresds the tendency of putting off even among
bollevers. Oms sees 1t peculiarly among obildror at the presemt time. Thers
are many who are longing té be savad, Lut there ig a tendeney to pmui cf#. They
antielpats they have plenty of timp, or that parents' prayers, or the prayers
of othars, will aveil for them bafors they dis. It is a deadly peril, It is
gsmportant to be conosrnad, and for us as bellevers to be concerned adout
gpirituel things now., Thers is o solewn measage hers for every cne of us, Mot
one who sought &t the last guickly fto obtain the oil, obtained it., Not one,
Those who had beforehand hed slept, alas. They are not held up as exauples
tb.xlougﬁout, vut ws roallze the wondarful love of the Lord, they wore urought
in to the feast, they were mafe rosdy., His grace shines out,

iyhile they went to buy, the Bridegroom canme", They were absent, They hed
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beon.wlth the wise in golng out, they had beon with the wise in having lamps,
tut they were adsant when the Bridegroom came, There are many who &re in neete
ings in the present dispensation, who hear God's truth, who teke &n interest in
Cod's truth, who will be abaent when the Bridegroom cones. May %he Lord impress
this upon our hesrts, beloved friends,

"They that were ready went in with Him into the marrisge”, There were realy
ones that were not disappointed, They were readyj they had been sleeping a
11ttle while before, but they were made ready. "The Lord is not slack concern-
ing His promise”, and will bring His people to readinsss, "They that were ready
wend in vith Tim to the feast", "Be ye also ready”, It 1s remarkahble, 4 ready
foagt - men would not come, but the Lord made some ready, He made ready a pecple
prepared for Himaelf, We have a ready people to meet their Lord, "They that
were realdy wernt ;n...and.. the door was shut", The shut and open doors cf Seriye
ture would give us & very helpful study, Thanks o unto God if we reald of shut
doora, we also reéd of onen Qeoors, and the d.oo.rrria,,mt yet shut..%hile e xocw
pits, the dcor 1s not shut, end He Who liveth to make intercession for trans-
pressbrs 1s btill at the Fathor's throme with the unshut door, that it may be
a woloome to those who, finfding He is the very Door, msy also be among the
ready ones wﬁen He ocomes back,

T May 18, 1030,

I trust, beloved frields, our hearts will always apply Soripture practicelly
personally, The Lord's words about the foolish virgins are deoply suggestive to
ug 811, and we long %o have more wisdom, not that we find perfection except in
the Bridegroon, It 13 blessed to realize that the Iord wakes up those who have
slept, It 48 sad to reallze that oft-times we have slept when we ought to hove
xe 3§§¥§'are nany infqrencea which are wrongly msde in this persdle, and at
the rimk of repetition I would refer again to them., 5o many dear children of
God asoume that tho foolish had some oii, whereas the Lord Jesus sald they had
pone et all. So many assume Hhat the lamps were 11t for a little period, and
then began to go out, Saeripture sa;vn nothing of the kind, So many seem. 10 re-
gard the words ¥m of the wise virgins as the vwords of me., Lord, and almoat to
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iaply that there were those who sold the 0ll, and some even go so far as to¢
infer that the roolish virgins went, and ocume later on with the oil, but the
door wss shut, Scripture saye nothing of the kind, The Lord 3sells us vhat the
wise virgins, recently awskened, said, but He gave no instruction on those
1ines, He gave no hint of sucocess on these lines, It is important we should
distineulsh between what He says (1,0, what {he Xing or the'Bridegréom, or
vhoever 1t may be, says) and what the people say, In the peradles.

The Bridegroonm comes while they went to buy. They went, the Bridegroom
camoe, they thet woere ready went in, The wnrds are very striking, for "came"”
and "went“ are from the same root, They went from, the Bridegroom came, the
ready oneg went in, Coing from and golng In, ¥hat a soleun ocntrast. Tho Eride-
groon came. They went out to meet Him, but they were not ready when He camze,
Rot one who was unwise was ready, not one without oll was ready; not one of
the wise was absent whon He oeme, not one who had oll wes abaént. It is very
notloeatle, &very wise one was present and went in, - there is no exception,
they went in to the narriage, and the door wus ahgt. Here 19 the orisis, Let
ne again eﬁy that there is much to be learned from the shnf‘doors of Soripture,
"he shut dnor of the ark - Nosh st in and others shmt out, The shut doox
amdoubtedly has & different aspest in some Soriptures, as the shut door of
prayor in Matthew 6, to be ?ead ptrixingly with Iuke 11, where lhe one who is
apyroached to lend loaves 8ays, The door ig shut, But in the future, when once
the Haster of the house is risen up and has shud to the door, -~ there iz a
parallel with MHatthow 25, It is important that we should by &race live in the
light of our oomings Lord. There will Ye a shutting of the door, and thers will
ve those who will be outside,. There we have the words of Christ regarding those
who will Yegin to atand without and te ory that the door may be opened, and we
#4nd that reither thesre nor here will thare be any opening., There is infinite
conpagalon with our gracious Lord, tut He has not only c¢cmpassion, I think ve
Paal that as ve listen to His statement, the other virgins cone and they ory

and ssy, uord Lord, open 1o ua" Es is absolutely unnoved, There can be no
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parsunsion, e 1= fll of compasgcion, but not only compassion, There ean beo
no untruthful compassion, no unrighteous meray, mo unholy axocusing of sin bew
gause of indnlgenece, His love nefar rules out another stiribute, Every attri.
Eg:gt;stgﬁagfrfect harmony, and our hearis feal the Lordtga }esson for our

The other virgins ccus, - their condition wunmentioned, their relationshiyp
to oil wmentioned, ihelr lamps and the lishts mmentioned, Ve are only told
thay oome, The silence of Seripture has a deey meaning, They say, Lord, Lord,
We call to nind Luke 6 where we raad, Lord Lord, tuit they 414 not the things
which Ile ngys, Indeeq, 1z 4¢ not true that generaliy the repeated word, Lord,
Lord, 49 aspociated with failure, It is well fér ug 10 have an intensity of the
right charaoter, but the repssted, Lord, Lord, hae & deep meaning for us.- We
may 59 very earmest and yet he wI'ong; we may sc6m Very devoted, and yet de
wrong, 0 for grécs. not to have so much tolkativensss of "Lord, Lord", or of ,
love, btut to illustrate love. In 1 Cors 13, (our Scripiure reading today), leve
does not talk, dhut love acts. Love does not boast, tut love bYesrs, Love 13 a -
reality in 1little things, and 1ittle things make vp love fsr more then we rea-
lize. "¥Ys oall e Master und Lord, &nd ye say woll, for so I am" - Ho is Lord,
we should call Him Lord, but we must not esll Him Lord simply for our own ade
vantage, but for His glory. Here these sre intensely ssineat for thelr own
sake., How much of owr prayer is selfishnecs, dressed up in religlous language,
C that it may be a concern for x Hls glory, beloved Priends,

The word “Verily” is sn emphatis introduction, Hg 1s the Truth, and He
saye the truth, "I krow you not" - no recognition, no acknowledgment, no relsa-
tionship, ne seq maintence, Undoudbtedly, in His DPelty, in Els control of the
universe, He knows &ll, dut the word, "know" im employed here with respect to
the Bridegroom. The Brldegroom knows the virgins who are to ocome, He Xnows
those who are related to the wedding, dut there is no relationship here, "I
¥now you not', These worde are His words, We ocannot alter them, lhey say no
more, We are not told that He says znymore, Thelr last words are plesding, dut
His words are decisive, In Luke 13 there is &n equsl decisiveneasy and we are

meant to compare Soripture with Seripture to see the emphasis. There they plead
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ané bogin to nay, ¥e have saien and drunk in Thy presence, £nd Thou hast taught
in our streets, and He adds, "Depart from le all ye workers of iniquity",
Xnowledge is nothing, profession is nothing, aativity is nothing, The (uestion
is, Have we baen obedleni to dis will? If there has dbeen lawlessness snd rea
fusal of His will, how can we say we love Him? "If ye love lMe, keep My come
mandments®, "I know you not", There had not been the oll of devotion, there had
not heen tha oil of the aotlvity of the Holy Spirit - "I know you hot?,

Then eomes the appliestion, "Wateoh, therefore, for ye know neither the
day nor the hour®, The "watch, therefore™ - reading on from chapter 24, reminds
ug that we are not to be oarsless becnuse the word "Behold the Bridegroom"
awakensd the wise, %e are not tu % say, "™0h, there will de a ory to awaken us",
7e ars not to trade on grace to excuse disobedience, The Lordts promises are
never to be smployed to hinder eur appreciation of His commards, "Watch, theré-
fors, for ye know neither the day nor the hour¥, ke realize the preciduéneas
of that command, for 1%t is more than exhortation, ¥e realize its powar when
wo sea that none of the wise A1d witoh, yet He said, Watéh, None of the wise
were exeluded, but He dees not say, Be wlage, but He says, Watch, Thoy were
welecomed in, by gracs, Bul we are never %o Iinfor that because we have oil, and
because we have worshipped, thai is enough. The Lord¥s command 1s, wWatch ye
therafore{ As soon as we degln to use elactilon or grace, or the faoct that we
once loved the Lord and pleased Eim, to exouse the lack of watohing - as soon
as the etoarnal preservation of bellevers comes ln as an argument to hinder the
zodly walk, 1t 1s distortion of that which the Lord would have us do, The
aommand is rot, "Be sure you have the oil", but it goes beyond that - Wateh, 35
therefore”, ¥Xay we have graca and enabling of the Holy Spirit to hear and

heed the predious comzsnld of love,
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