Extract from the Book "The Things Concerning Himself" Republished by Stanley C. Bown
No. 220

~181-
"THE HOLY SCRIPTURES"

THE HOLY SCRIPITURES

1, Neanes for Seriptures and references thereto,

2, The Holy Spirit's use of the Truth written,

3+ Thoughts on the preservation of the Truth, with
& few notes on the Canon; Rejected or Lost
books; and Tradition.

4. "Truth" and the Bible,

°» Translation to the glory of God,
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Ve are pondering, beloved friends, the Holy Script-
ures - a large subject. We can only fringe our subject, That is
the case it seens, with all Scriptural topics, We begin with
the nanes for Scripture, and the references thereto,

 There are three nanes which are used, Our English word
""The Bible" denotes either the book, or, more probably, the
collection of 1little books which are bound together in the prec-
ious volume vhich we have, We find a stress in Scripture on the
"Book of the Law" and po forth. But this name is not the usual
nane, The coaprehensive nane, es you know, is "The Writing”,
sonetimes in the plural "The Writinge", which we render "The
Scriptures", lore then one word is employed, there is the ordin-.
ary word "The Scriptures", and in 2 Timothy 3,15 the word is from
the same root but a different ending, "The Sacred Letters", or
the "Secred Literature" if you will, Thus we have in front of us
God's testimony as to "The Writing", a etriking name, because it
not only brings before us that this is the writing beyond all
other writings, but that God has not been pleased to give us
"tradition" as our centre. We look back to varied encient relig-
iong, and we find e stress on handing down by word of mouth, We
go to the Jews today, end they will tell us the oral law is quite
&s important as the written law, It was handed down, so they tell
us, by word of mouth even long afterwards, and that remains auth-
oritative to them, By the oral law they rule out the authority
of the written low. They get rid of God's testimony, It is so
important, therefore, that you end I should realize God's stress


mac
Textfeld
No. 220


~-182~

on the written testimony, God caused it to be written thet it
might not only be His thoughts but His own words, to be handed
dovn for the guidance of His ptople, TFor He does not wish that
they should be in guspense, It is interesting to notice, that

we have this streas on the words of the Lord. I an not sure that
we have Scriptural warrant for calling the Bible "The Word of the
Lord", in the same way as wa often call it todey. In Scripture
itself the term the "Word of the Lord" seems to be used in a
different way from the word "Scriptures". I quite recognise we
have the words of the Lord, but the term "VWord" seems to be em~-
ployed in connection with the Holy Spirit's use of testimony to
reach the heart., Hence I think I can enter into the thought that
the Holy Spirit makes the Scriptures the "Woxd of the Lord" in our
experience, when He causes them to sound, and we hear what the
Spirit maith, But the term "word" seems to allude to the definite
use of God's revelation, and not only to the fact of God's rev-
elation, I think you will realize that in so speaking, I am not

at all indicating that these are not the Words of the Lord; they
are the Words of the Lord but the texrm "Word of the Lord" has the
added thought, either in the case.of the Prophet, or receiving the
testimony, or in the case of the hearer, of having the application
of the testimony; the upplication by a Living Person, the Spirit
of God Himself,

We renember, moreover, the part-nemes which are used;

"The Law of Moses", "The Prophets" and "The Psalms", says the

Lord Jesus concerning the prophecies of Himself, The Iaw is the
nene given to the firat five books, & word that denotes a point-
ing out from God, a marking of the right road. "The Prophets"
were those who told beforchand, and told forth the direct testi-
nmony of God, The th ird section of the Hebrew Scriptures is
called the "Psalms" from the name of the first book even as we
put our initial for the whole name, Then it is interesting to
notice the word "testimony" which is used, We remember how that
the testimony was particularly connected with the ark and the
oolmendments. But I think we shall see that it is used in a wider
way., God hes given His testinony in the 119th Psalm where we have
various names given for God's words, - Commandments, Statutes,
Precepts, Sayings, end Jufgments, all of which have their force
in comnection with the Soriptures,’ As to the references thereto,
what shall we say of these? In the New Testament how many are
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the allusions, how many are the quotations dealing with the 01d
Testament, and the mode of the allision is striking, "It hath been
written", not only "it is written", but "it hath been written

and remaing written', Agnin "Wherefore as the Holy Chost saith"
not only "said" but "saith", "The Holy Ghoat is & witness unto
us", It is by such language that the inspired writer refers back
to earlier inspired writings, Again other words are united "That
the Scripture might be fulfilled", and an argument. is based on

a single word of Scripture., That is sufficient for an argument,
just as, "an oath for confimmation is an end of 1l strife". The
inspired writers viewed one tiny testimony from the earlier
Seriptures ms quite decisive, And we cannot get away from the fact
that they used the 1dbuege in a way which shows a reverence, and
which enoourages the deepest reverence today, Even where diff-
iculties are concerned, they lay stress on the inspiration, He
said "And to thy seed” not "fo seeds as of many, but as of one".
"To thy seed, which is Chplst", Again, Hebrews contains an argu-
ment built up upon the order of worde, not "sacrifice and offer-
ing" but “offerlﬂb nﬂd sacrlfLOe” The inspiration of the plural

= oae

being by interpretation King of nghteouanesa after that King of
Salem whioh is King of Peace", The order of the worde even in

a name, the one which is named and the interpretation of the name,
these things are regnrded as importent. The name could have been
left out, the reference could ha,e been left out. The Holy Spirit
emphaalses that the whole. language was divinely arranged. And,
moreover, we have the ingpiration as to what is recorded and as to
what was arranged for recording, The tabeinacle 1s described and
then we read, "The Ioly Ghost thus signifying, that the way into
the holiest was not made opun', The Holy Ghost Bigﬂiﬁing by the
type, Then aguin, "ielchisedec, by interpretation King of Salem",
The pass:ge goes on. to gsay “W1thout father, without mother" not
literally, but by 1nterpretation without father, Why? Because
they are not mentloned on the pages of Scripture., The inspiration
of omission, Now we have perhaps the strongest evidence of the
uge of Scripture we can hove, the inspiration of the singular

or the plural, the inﬁpiration of omission, the inspiration of
recorded type. What else can we have? Here we have all forma of
a grownd for & stress on verbal ingpiration, for in all thaae
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things if the inspiration be not verbal the argument bresks
dovm, If the inspiration be only superintending inspiration

the argument is faulty in every cate. It is only powerful as we
accept complete inspiration, Thus we have these contimual refer-
ences to the Seriptures, with the resting place of faith and

the simple satisfaction wherever anything is in the Scriptures,
"As also saith the law", So the apostle refers to Corinthians 14
"The Scripture cannot be broken" saith the Lord Jesus, a decis-
ive matter, It was quite enough for Him. Vho in reference to

the attack of the enemy said "It hath been written". That was
sufficient for the Lord Jesus Christ, "Ought not Christ to have
suffered", "beginning at Moses and all the Prophets He made
clear to them in all the Scriptures the things concerning Him-
gelf", Moreover, the way in which the Lord Jesus referred to
Moses is not only striking there, but when He was rejected He
said "Ye will not come to Me that ye might have 1life" and added
"There is ane that accuses you -~ even Moses, in vhom ye trust,
If ye bellieve not his writings, how shall ye believe My words?"
The Lord linked the two together and He recorded with approval
that when Abroham wos approached as to some further difficulties
the answer wag. "They have Moses and the Prophets, let them hear
them, If they hear not Moses and the Prophets, neither will they
be persuaded though one rosg from the dead". A greater stress
on Moses could not be imagined. When we find that Christ's
invariable weapon in the wilderness wag the Word of God through
Moses, that His resurrection witness begen at lMoses on both
occasions, we have it especially brought before us, that He de-
clared mccoptance of His own words was linked with acceptance
of Moses, and that His argument was thet if Moses and the
Prophets were not accepted no further evidence could reach or
change a man, Here we have then, in the very warp and woof of
the Scripture, a simplicity of confidence in the Scripture,

It is important for us to recognise this "atnosphere":of the
truth, because I am convinced normal characteristics and stand-
point ere impressive even beyond a few statements. In like
nmenner the atmosphere of upbringing effects & person far more
than he realizes and the atmosphere of our spiritual upbringing
goes far beyond a few statements in a philosophical way, Ve need
to be those who abide in the Scriptures and dwell in the rever-
ential appect of continually resting with the simplicity of
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faith on the Lord of the Worde and the Words of the Loxd, Ve need
to become 80 used to accepting the Scriptures, and so satisfied
with' everything they say, and so willing to apply with a readiw
ness of faith's simplicity, that the power of a recorded testimony
cames with continual end increasing freshness and force in our
daily experience and progress, It is only as there is the atmos-
phere of the authority of Scripture recognised that we can hope
to have the true understanding of that which God has caused to
be written, 1
We come now to the thought of the preservation of the

truth, This is en interesting topic, How has God preserved to
us the words of Scrpture? First we will speek of rejected or
lost bookss afterwards of "How has God.preserved to us the
Scriptures?" We need to recognise at the outset the writings
were not for the most part by weelthy men., The believers were
those who lost something for their Lord, Yet, wherfas we find some
of the famous books of antiquity are lost altogether, these
epistles written by men who were far less famous in that day
have been graciously preserved, It is an interesting thought;
interesting in enother way. Classical books which have been
preserved, works of the famous writers of antiquity whose nomes
have been handed down as vriting wolumes of excellence in their
languages these writings depend on how meny manuscripts? Contrast
the few manuscripts of the great writers of secular antiquity,
with the many manuscripts of Scripture, Even if their works have
been preserved, they heve only just been preserved, Here we have
brought before ug-that thore was a living application in the
hearts of some olgd tina eaints, so that they wanted the Script-
ures, and their following of them is very different from the
intelloctual interest which men had in the classical works of
those days, The clapsicel writers were copied, doubtless they were
populaz, men delighted to have them; and I suppose thet compgyr-
ively many copics vore made and sumptuous copies, and yet they
are not preserved in the seme way as the Scriptures are, because
affections come into the matter of Scripture, and God used affec~
tion for the truth to hand us down the menuscripts, Thus He

e mployed the lovo of His people and a concern of the people
to be the means of bringing us down the manuscripts from ancient
times, Furthermove, the manuscripts that we have are from various
parts, You ma;- say, vhat is that as a witness? 'Tis not only
interesting with rogard to the spread of the truth, but important
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in another way, with regard to the evidence of accuracy, And
further, there were the old quotations from the Scriptures in
their ancient writings, end beyond this we have ancient trans-
lations going back as far gs the mcond and third centuries, It
is interesting to see this, because a man will sometimes come
along and say, "Your gospels were not written until such end
such a date", "Well" we can answer him, "it is very curious that
translations of them were made before they were written, -~ very
curious", And God has used the quotations of the translations
to give collateral evidence, for we have the interesting fact of
panuscripts, translations, quotations, and even of opponents’
testimony - all handed down, Now to have all these falsified
would be a tremendous miracle, If as some critics would affirm
at our street corners, there has been 2 falsifying, they are de-
manding too much from our credulity, It often seems to me that
those who oppose the truth ask too much credulity from us, They
make strains upon faith which faith could not bear. It would be
impossible to believe that all these things have been chenged.,
There is not time 1o have changed.them, there is not opportunity
to have changed them, The different parts of translations, and
Bo forth, in different lands made the problem greater. BUt yet
I grant there are certain difficulties which come ing difficulta
ies vhich sometimes frighten deer children of God, They are told
for ex emple, that there are many various readings, various reed-
ings in the ancient manuscripts, end how can we know what was
the truth? I .think this objection is somevhat similar to the
objection vhich has been raised., Ve often meet it at the
ptreet corner "You are always eltering gour Bible, altering the
translations; always altering it", Those who raise this object-
ion seem to have no ides that if there is respect for the orig-
inal, the sltering of the translation is part of that very
respect, They seem to think we are altering the Scriptures;
instead of going back to & more accurate rendering of the Scrip*
tures in.intention, I grant man's efforts often fail, many
translations are the reverse of beneficlal But the 1ntentlon is,
often, more fidelity to the original, And the same thought
rises up with respect to manscripis, What if there are many
deviations in the manuscripts! Personally I cannot say I re-
gret this fact, Let me pit it frankly to you, It seems to me
that God has been pleased to give a similarity in all His un-
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veilings and ‘that He has shown to us that whatever is committed
to men, men fail to keep perfectly, Therefore I em not surprised
that there are many humbling reminders in the fact that the
menuscripts do vary, and that from these variations we are not
only led to humility, but to more careful study, to see if we can
find out what were the original words. The manuscript deviations,
furthermore, ‘seen helpful in another way, because these variations
heve limits. If there were no variations at all, there might be
a suspicious collusion. Everything might be made to fit together
and to work together by & scheming and one would say after all,
"perhaps these manuscripts were all made from the same copy". But
the very deviations which are found are just what we would expect
if the Scriptures were widely circulated in a way that would
prevent deviations beyond those which remain handed down - if

you follow what I meen, Videspread circulation, and a large
mumber -of minor deviations will become one of the strangest wit-
nesses that there are no devietions more than those which are
handed down, The limits of the deviations afford one of the strong-
est testimonies thet we have, by the widespread circulation and
the widespread manner of the deviations which we have presented
to us. Hence you tell me that there is one word in a hundred as
to which you are not quite sure, I say "Well, I am very thankful
you have given such @ testimony o ninety words out of a hundred" .
There are some who thini this deviation iw menuscripts invalidates
verbal inspiration, They say, "What is the test of verbal inspire=-
tion, if you are not sure of every word becguse the menuscripts
vary?" Surely every.child of God can see the difference between
saying I am not sure of & single word, I am sure of ninety nine,
and not sure about one. Surely therc is & vast difference, And
what are the deviations in some cases, Personally I find very
little difference zs to my faith, when the deviation is the
spelling of a word. I will not pay that all the deviations are

s small ae this metter. But suppose we had the word "honour"

and "honor", there is a monuscript deviation to be recorded, but
T do not think you will regard that as a great difference, Hence
when people mitiply & number of menuscript deviations, they are
dealing with numbers, not with the character of those deviations.
Granted that there are a certain few places as to which we cannot
be sure whet wee the original Scripture - there are just a few
verses, What do we do? Our simple position is this., Ve say
$here may be twenty verses, or there may be a word here and a
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word: there and a word somewhere else as 1o which we are not sure
- wag it in the original Soripture? We cannot say, Humbled, we
build our faith on every other word, and leave the few words,
a8 to which we do not. know for certain, Let me put it in the
concrete, I rejoice that baptism is the confession of faith,
but I cannot be convinced that in Acts 8,37 the words to the
eunuch concerning baptism ere in the original mardscript., You
will recollect the pimple expression it contains which is
interesting to us, "But Philip said, If thou believest with
thine heart thou mayest, and the eunuch answered and said, I
believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God". Personally I
doubt if that was in the original manuscripts, I think it was

a marginal note made by some who were interested, perhaps

from what he heard, and the next writer copied it into the
original text, Remember they were not printed books but written
books, You gark your Bibles, may be. It was .easy for marginal
notes to be copied, end theat took place on several occagsions,
but the number of marberipts enable us to find out just where
these deviations are, It is the same in 1 John 5, "There are
three that bear witness in heaven", apparcntly is a marginal
note, it is not in the oldest manuscripts and does not quite
fit the context. "The three that bear witness on earth" is the
thought of the original Scripture. There are just a few verses
vhich are so found, But the pumber of manuscripts, let me just
remind you, enables us to detect this error, and a thoughtful
believer would say, if*he finds one word as to vhich he camnot -
say 1f it is in the original mamuscript, "I camnot build on
this",

But it is no evidence agninet another word, I think
you will realize thut in copying manuscripts by hand 1t is
marvellous we have this proportion as we have it, Let me give
you & piece of dictation in this meeting room, and your manu-
scripts will not agree, Let me examine them all You will not
all meke the same mistakes, and by your vayied mistakes I shall
find out what was the orlginal word. Your Very mistekes, being
divergent, will help me to find out, This will give a smdelight
upon the originel menuscripts of the Scriptures,

Ve pass next to ponder very briefly the canon of
Scripture, I think believers have a restfulness as to the canon
of the 01d Testament because it is prescrved in the Hebrew
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Scriptures down to_this doy., To the Israelites were comnitted
the oracles of God, and the Lord Jesus Christ indicated the books
vhich they possessed and incorporated when He referred in Luke
24 to the divisions of the Scriptures which remain to this very
day, The Apochrypha was not incorporated in the Hebrew Script-
ures; it wes found linked with certain translations, but even
then not authorltatlvely accepted as part of the Scrlpture |
many, many yeers after the Lord Jesus Christ. Consequently if
we say what were the Hebrew Seriptures to which Christ referred,
the canon is settled as to the removal of the Apochrypha; to
say nothing of the internal evidonce, and the errors which rule
themselves out, With respect to the 1ater Scriptures we may
find a measure of problem at least theoretically, We may take
the general thought that God would graciously look after His

own booke and errange vhat He wanted to be preserved of His
Scriptures; thet He will hear prayer and guide them, But we
may take & parcllel of reasoning that as He looked after in the
olden time, suroly He would not fail in the present dispensation.
We may realize that books were promised, that inepiration was
promiped, and ‘hat _books have their evident apostolic authorship,
and that they claim to be the words of God. There remain a few
books as to wtich some mey have difficulties, though not doubts.
For example, sone of the shorter epistles were not so well knowm,
not 8o frequently copied in the earlier centuries, hence they
were not quoted by the earlier writers as being the ingtired
words of God. I rofor for example, to the 2 Rter end Judey and;
as most of you knew, the book of Revelation, with its: teatimony
against Satan, hos been far less copied then other books:.of
Scripture, Wherees there are plenty. of copies of thegospels
there are few of the book of Revelatlon far fewor, The obgect-
ions that we have at the ﬂtrset corner are very.poor, for ex-
ample, that the canon was not settled till-thé. time of a coun-
cil, and that by o kind of human chance guesswork or casting

of lota @ decision wos made, That theoxy mey be put aside as
belonging to the street corner only, But the believer does
realise that when he is asked to give earlier references, for
example as to the epistle of the 2 Peter, it is not so easy.
The little books of that character were not so much circulated,
The christians were 1ot wealthy, they were not paying for large
editions, they did not have printers in those days, there were
real problems, end these 1little epistles were not circulated
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the seme way, But we find that fairly early God granted test-
imony as to their origin, and then we have the further suggested
evidence of the books that are handed down to us today, I think
we .rightly have them compared with other Scriptures. We wish
prayerfully to see; Is there a oneness of accord between them?

Is there no deviation? "And there is a contrary kind of evidence;
~ Are other earlier books written by cther writers, of a differ-
ent character altogether, If we find the hooks handed down and
incorporated in the New Testament have not only early witness

as to their authorship, but for the most part a large number

of manuscript evidences, and further, if we find a unity of
witness, and camnot discover after intense prayé%ul gtudy any
deviation from the truth or devietion from one enother among
themselves, and, again, when we realise other writings of early
centuries are on a different level oltogether, so that one should
feel pnined by them, what is the only possible inference? We
are compelled to realise God has fulfilled in the present dis-
pensation that which He arfhged in the old, and given to us the
books as a uwnited whole,

Some have n problem of 'lost' books, Personally I
cannot say thot I have any problem in this matter, I regard many
inspired books as lost., People maey say that is a strange state=-
ment to make, but is it at all, a difficulty when you acknow-
ledge one fact; the Lord Jesus spake words of perfect wisdom
without migtake, Yet all His words are not handed down. Therefore
if Hie words have been lost, is it surprising that other words,
gpoken or written by the Holy Spirit's testimony, have been
lost? Let me now insert inverted commas around the word "lost",
Nothing is lost from God's etandpoint, It is, however, not a
question of being lost, but God has baen pleased just to hend
down that which He intended for our uses, They are lost to us
because they are not handed down to us, That is the simplicity
of the answer, Some dear children of God have thought that every
book that was inspired must be hended down to us, or that there
ig a difficulty, I would ask, must every word that Christ spoke
be handed down, or there is difficulty? The Scripture declares
Christ's words could not be fully written, All the world would
not dontain the books which should have been written, and, be-
loved friends, if we were to have all the words of the Holy
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Spirit banded down to us, we should never read our Bibles through.
God hasbeen pleased to give us thatbwhich is sufficient for our
need and our condition. Caon we not accept His wisdom?

Tradition is an interesting subject. The apostle speaks
of the traditions thot they receive from him; the things that
were handed down, Yow it is worthy of notice that the Holy Spirit
gDproves of godly tradition handed down, epd godly parents should
havy traditions in their home, end hand down the truth., There
should be tradition, but tradition is not in itself & resting
place, That is the important matter. Have you any objection
to trndition? I have not, I have objection to many traditions,
but not to tradition, I test all the traditions, and if any do
not ogree with the Scripture I object to them, and I do not ob-
jeet to the fact of tradition, I think there should te a good
deal of tradition handed down, for one should seck to hand down
that which he has received from other people. The point is, are
they in accard with that which is written. If so, accept them;
if not reject them. Our objection is when men come forward
and bring traditions to overthrow the written words, or, without
gufficient evidence, they bring forward their traditions, We
have seen men who have troditions which overthrow the words of
God, and they want us to accept these as authoritative, We reply
~ "You have brought before us some traditions which overthrow
the words of God, Th oge traditions which you add to the words
of God we are more than slow to accept, when you have alrecdy
shown us the cherccter of their compenion traditions", You
bring me a man who telle two lies, and if he gives me a third
statement, I am not so prepared to accept it, whatever the statc-
ment, I know there nre people who tell us in connection with the
Scripture, the Scripture was not written to give science of
other information, end therefore we cannot be surprised if there
are difficultics on this point. Such a theory is totally out of
place. In other worcs they want me to believe, that if, when I

can test the Scriptuxrcs, I find it wrong, and when I cannot test
it, I must accept it, But rather we have the encouraging thought
that, whenever we test the Scripture we find it right, Human
gcionce falters before it, and thus we have the encouragement
that God has given a book, which, though not given to teach
soience, never teaches anything againﬂt true science, Thus,
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wherever men can test it they find it true, and where they
camnot test it faith rests, Contrastedly with other edrlier
books and traditions, wherever we can test them we often find
them wrong, One is so delighted with the Seripture distinction.

A word es to the church and the Bible, I put the word
"church" in italics, Personally I cannot accept the stetement -
"the early church", I regard only one church es existing in
the book of Acts. I should hesitate to speak of church history
after Acte 28, I would speak of Christéndom's history, but I
doubt if we have Scripture warrant for calling it "church
history" after Acts 28, However, we know the theory that Romen-
ism would ever bring forward, the Church gave us our Bible,
Does this give any authority to those who set it forth, Surely
that would prove too much from their stendpoint, Judaism gave
ug the 0ld “cstament; therefore, will they acdpt Judaism? The
remarkable fact ie this; that to the Jews are committed the
orgcles of God which they handed down; a witness against them-
gelves. And to Christendom was entrusted the later Scriptures
which they handed down, a witness ageinst themselves, The para=-
1lel is remarkable, and shows God's wondrous overruling, for
the witness against all the developements of evil is contained
in the same Scriptures that were handed down by those who were
developing the evils prophesied. One cannot but praise God
for His overruling,

Translation to the glory of God, presents a problem
which I think should alweys awaken the prayers of God's people.
I always hesitate to draw any dear believers back from loving
confidence in the Bible they read, Give me the simple heapted
old cottager who only spells out his English Bible slowly but
who loves the Lord Who wrote it, and I should be very sorry to
give him a learned argument on the defects of the trenslation;
- more then sorry, But on the other hand, T must say I feel
a keen regret when-some with a certain amount of assertiveness
come forward and argue over errors from a translation they use,
and if one attempts to refer gently to the fact that the Holy
Spirit gave the Scripture in Geeck and Hebrew, they say, "Ve
do not want you to go away from the Bible, stick to the Bible"
and so forth, Ohe does feel that those who come forward clajme
ing to e teachers, emphasizing errors, and then refusing to
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go back to the Hebrew and Greek, are putting themselves in a wrong
position .altogether, And though a plain witness must be given
that no translation can ever fully render the Greek and the
Hebrew Scriptures, we thenk God for trenslations, yet must look
beyond them to Him end His original words, In generpl, the use
by the Holy Spirit of the Seoptuagint wherever it could be used,
would show us that we should use the normel translation where
we can, and alter it where it is unsatisfactory, the method that
some of us have sought to adopt. Translation cannot claim to be
the original words; it claims to represent as far as possible
the words, A very easy thing it may seem at first, but not so
easy if you try. For every word in every language has certain
thoughts by derivation, and certain further thoughts by usage.
For example, the word 'surgeon' originally was, working with
the hand, but you would think it very strange if we were to
speak ebout those who are engaged in a dock-yard that they are
all surgeons, because the word has now by usage a different
meaning, A lawyer has his "practice", The word "practice" in
another context haos quite a different meening., Usage and con-
text will decide. Mot every language grows in exactly the same
way as the lenguage with vhich we are acquainted. Every language
has its own mode of growth, and even in word for word trangla-
tion there can oaly be circles that cut one another, Yot cannot
often get & word in two langueges with concentric circles. The
circles out one another, The words contain some of the same
thoughts but only some. This is importent, and suggests that
there may be some remedy in the reverse process of translation,
"Translate” more often the person into the book instead of the
book into the language of the person, In other words, let the
translating be of you, I do not mean only in Greck and Hebrew,
though that may be very useful, but you and I must get into the
very atmosphere of the Scriptures., And this is the reason why
sometimes an old cottager knows & great deal more than the learm-
od professor who is qualified in these two languages and other
languages from the standpoint of the critic, but has never
lived in the atmosphere of the Scriptures, In other words, the
gcholar is able to tronslate the words, he is a walking lexicon,
but the saint ig o believer who breathes the atmosphere of the
Holy Spirit. and as such he has been trenslated, This is'of
deepest importence, because wo should be trenslated into the
Hebrew and the Greck Scriptures, in our experience of the words
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of Truth, Let the translation be more and more on your side,
that is, that you may get more and more bagk to the words, and
the testimony the Holy Spirit gave. I could say .much more about
tranglation; it is & peculiarly interesting subject. The
errdd of translation, designed errors in some cases, unconscious
errorg in others; added words, these are all important subjects,
Our trenslators in English have wisely told us where they added
words by putting in italics, This is an unusual method of
printing, but vexry wise, It helps us for example in the passage
"broken dovn the middle wall of partition between ug", "Between
us" spoils the context, Meny italics need to be removed to get
back to the original, so that if the believer seeks to get into
the atmosphere of Scripture and realizes that every translation
may contain errors, I think he will find that for practical
purposes the difficulties which I have alluded to are not so
great as another difficulty, What I mean is this; if you were
Greek by birth, if you knew all the language, if you had lived
in the days of the apostles or there was no difficulty of mam-
scripts being handed down, remenber this, that unless your heart
were in harmony with the Lord, by the time the words reached you
the effect of your heart and mind on the words would quite ohange
their force - far more than errors in menuscripte can change
them; far more tkhan the orrorm”of  trinslatian would change then,
Ve know very well that two olenents meeting together will often-
times have the remarkable recult that the first element is chang-
ed altogether in the double compound, A heart out of harmony with
the Lord if it lived in the days of the apostles would have done
more harm to the words than those who understand them far more
after these many years, The primary thing is communion with
God, Oh, beloved friends, however this educdtion may be useful,
microscopic study of manuscript may be useful, but the primery
ends are spiritual, end the Holy Spirit is not dead, He.is a
witness to us, And if He indwells believers He 1s gble to hend
to them the written words with living power, and apply: them to
the people of God.
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