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OUTLINE :=

l. The Ways of God and owr Part Knowledge.

2. The Privileges of Prayer, Heart-sorrow, end

Goapel Proclamation.
3. The "Al1s" of 9., 6; 11. 26, 32,
4, lLowliness (11.25), Praiee (11.33~36), end
Practical Godlinees (12,1),

Now,dear friends, by the grace of God we come
to our toplce:~ Some Humbling Thoughts on Romans 9 = 1l. The
majority of believers are asquainted with these chapters,
to a certain extent. But thers are few who know Romans 9
as well as they know Romans 8, nor can we get away from the
fect that & fair proportion are somewhat afrald of Romans 9.
There 18 a hesitating, almost a feeling of alarm. Now
what we want, beloved friends, is to have not only a franke
ness before God and one another, but a holy frankness es to
the Scripture. There ere some commandments which attract
us at once, other commandments we almost fear, We think
to ourselves, That commandment mekes me tremble; and so
i1s it with different aspects of truth. Let us be honestly

frenk before Romans 9. We accept what God says. There
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18 no question es to this if we have been saved by grace,
and are brought with an unbiased mind to the Scripture.
We ascept what God says, and here we have put before us
cortain of the ways of God, To understand the ways of God
fully, must ever be viewed as beyond us. These sre parts
of His ways, Asaph sald, "I went into the sanctuery, then
understood I"; and when Moses spoke he said, ™Shew ms now
Thy way, thet I may know Thee"; and the Lord explained in m
very remarksble menner in response to Moses'! request to know
Himself. God said, "I will meke all ¥y goodness to pass
before thee, and I will proclaim the Kame of the lLord before
thee; and I will be gracious to whom I will be gracious,
and show mercy on whom I will show mercy". Have you noticed
the beauty of this unvelling of the Lord's way and glory? I
will make My goodness - that includes God's way in providence,
His tender mercies are over all His works, I will procleim
the Name of the Lord - this is shown in the next chapter
where we read, The Lord, merciful and graclous; and the next
verse adds, Bearing inlquity! - Incomprehensible, - unless
you reallse that the Lord becomes a Man bearing iniquity,
implying that He Who bore iniquity on Calvary was the lLord.
Deity and atonément are wrapped up in that word, and our
English version has spoilt the fulnese by rendering “Forgiving
iniquity®. Forgiveness ie the effect. The word is "Bearing",
and it implles the sacrificial aspect of Him Who beocame incarnate
for that purpose. Than at once we read “That will by no
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means clear", How can God bear, snd yet by no means elear?
Here we have the two aspects - atonement end righteous
judgment. Then there comes the added statement "I will be
gracious to whom I will be gracious, and will show mercy on
whom I will show marey". Here is the third unvelling of
God's glory, and to THAT Romans 9 definitely sliudes. Honce
we ars fight in saying, the woys of God are there set forth,
Ho made movm His WAYS to Moses, His acts unto the children
of Israsl. At thc ond of Romans 11, "0 the depth of the
riches, both of the wisdom and imowledge of God! how un=
searchabla ore Hias Juigments, and His ways past finding ow !
For who hath known the mind of the Lord? or who hath bean His
¢counsellor? Or who hath first given to Him, and it shall be
recompenced wnto Him againt For of Him, end through Him,
an1 to Him are ell things; %o Whom be glory for ever, Amen! "
Though the ways are untrackable, nerertheless He maltes known,
and the ways include providence and goodness, the way of
redemption by bearing iniquity, and the sovereignty of "I
will have merey on whom I will have mercy®. Owr parte-
knowledge is by no means a reason for drsawing baeck from
praise. We are always reminded how little we lmow, The
apostles of old were instructed thet they spoke and wrote
for OUR benefit (I Peter 1). Daniel was told that certain
parts of his writings were sealed till the time of the end.
We lnow in party says I Corinthians 13 and 1 John 3 says, "We inw
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not what we rhall bs", Tharnks be unto God we know not.
The glory excels owr knowledge, ¥This is an encouragsment,
not a discouragement. The parts of His ways are so
glorious, what will the whole be? It 18 dellightful to
realise that grace is not dependent on our realisation of
grace, and the fulness of love is not limited by our lmow-
ledge of the love. We thank God for the dispensation in
wvhich we see through a glass derkly, The o0ld dispensation
was ons of the vell, the present dispensation is not one of
the shadow or the vell, but one of the refleotion, beholding
as in & glass the glory of the Lord. (II Cor. 3. 18.) The
future - "Then face to face," There is a difference
hetweon the shadow and the reflection. The shadow is
obscure, It tolls of a 1ipght, but is not the light, 'The
veil ia obscuring. 7The vell tells me there is something
real, but I ceannot see through. On the other hand the
reflection is not the darkened shadow though it falls short
of the fulness of the reality. The dispensation of the
gless 18 quite different from the dispensation of the shadow,
but "“face to fmee" 4s beyond the shadow, and if we lmow not
nov, we shall know hereafter. The Lord Jesus instructed
Peter on this point not only with respect to the washing of
the feet, but giving the general prineciple; - Be willing
that the Lord should do what pleases Him, though you cannot
understand Him to-day. "What I do thou knowest not now",
The =ame Gospel says, "He Himaelf knew what Ho would do." It
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i3 quite enough, dear friends, for us that He Himself
knows, We lmow in part, but if He tells us that we shall
know hereafter, let us not object to any arrangerents in
the present time because we cannot understand them, "What
I do thou knowest not now" concerns doctrine ae well as
practice, and makes us willing for God's plan that we cannot
fully doctrinally grasp. "what I do thou lmowest not now".
Let us be willing for God's will, I would emphnsize this
at the oulset, for if I come to Romans 9 with a theory of
my own, self-will must spoll the blessing., We must be
content to accept what God says, even though we cannot fully
understand.

We cen next notice the Privileges of Prayer,
Heart-sorrow, and Goapel Proclamation are all before us in
this passage. I do think, beloved friends, we need to ley
a stress upon this, Iook at the begimning of chapter 9,

"1 say the truth in Christ, I lie not, my conscience also
hearing me witness in the Holy Spirit, thet I have great
heavinesa and continual sorrow in my heart". Who is the

men who thus writes? One who has just sald, "I am persuaded
that nejther death nor life, nor angels, nor principalities,
nor powers, nor thinzs present, nor things to come, nor
height, nor dapth, nor any other e¢recaturs, shall be able to
seperate us from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus

our Lord". We are more than conquerors. We are reminded

of the words of II Corinthians 6, "As sorrowful, yet alway ro-
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fjoicing". The serme servant of God elsewhers wrote, “e joice
in the Lord slwey". But here he could say truthfully,
"I have great heaviness and continusl sorrow in my heart".
Why? There is a parenthesis. "For ny brethren" iz the
next atatement. ‘There is to me no doubt that the expression
"I cou.d wish that myself were accursed from Christ" is a
mistranslation. That a servant walking with God in the
present dispensation could wish to be acoursed from Christ
for others, would contradict the whole of Romans 8. In
Romans ® there is the special) stress on approval of the will
of God, and if Paul were to say at the beginning "I could
wish myself accursed from Christ", and could wish that God
altered Iis plan for His people whom He foreknew, he would
contradict Romans 8, and contradiect Romans 11, In Romans 11
he rejoices that God hath not cast away His people whom
fle foreknew, “for I also am an Israelite". If he could
wish himself accursed from Chriat he would negative the
position. But the word doss not mean "I could wish myself".
It 12 a parenthesis, It iz the simple term "I used to
wish"; 1.e. before I was saved I used to wish myself to be
in a position which I now describe as accursed from Christ.
I have great sorrow for them, because I used to wish just
what they now wish. They say, "Away with Christ, we do not
want Him®., "These wunbellieving Israelites speak thus, but I
used to wish the very same, and now I pray for them", - just

&8 the saved drunkard prays for the drunkard with intensity,
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and the saved infidel prays for infideds with an overflowing
heart, I vsed to wigh jJust what they wish, and I pray for
them to te saved, I Jmow their feelings, and the God ¥ho
anatched me as a brand from the burning can save them,
Hence after the brackets, - which please be caereful to
{nsert, - the apostle adds, "I have continual sorrow in my
heart for my brethren, my kinsmen according to the flesh,
who are Israelites,' Hore we see tho deep sorrow that
cheracterised God's servent. He goes on to tell us that
the purnose of God, the will of God 1s still atending., He
haos no doubt ms to this, Hath God cast away FHls people?
Y¥o. "I am an Israelito” 1es a prnof @God has not cast eway
His people, But why was Paul saved? The grace of our
Iord wags exceeding abhundant, Was there not something
of Paul? Not one whit, The grace of owr lord Jesus Chriset,
Then the flesh riscd up and aays, "Why not that same grace
to every cna? Vhy the grace EXCEEDIKG abundant to Paul,
why not to everyone"? And the answer ¢rmes very definitely,
May, but, 0 men, who art thoun that repliest agalnst God?
¥You can have grief for those unsaved, but do net question
God's plen. God will use your grief to draw souls to
Himeelf, but do not question God's plen, end seek after a
man-made wniversaliem. Univeraalism is impossible in the
1light of Romens 9 = 11, and 1lat me csay that, as there are
possibly some beloved children of God who think they have
difficulties as to electlon, actumkly there is no real
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difficulty as to election, nor have I vet found the chtld of
God wno reslly hes a diffiuulty as to election, The
difficulty he thinks is us to election. Actuslly his
difficulty is as to the absence of umiversalism. let me

put 1t very plainly. That is your diffieulty, If you have
B problem at all, election 1s nn problem, but the sbsence of
universalism may be a problem to some. O, but you say, why?
Election is my probley, it stands In the way, In the way

of whom? Election never hindered one soul from coming to
Christe Do you think men are aager for selvation and
eloction comes in the way to hinder them. KMen sre dead in
8ins, &nd not one would be saved but for electéon. Election
cannot do harm to any. It cen only lay hold of poor guilty
sinners and bring them to the feet of the Lord Jesus. But
for elsction you who have a difficulty as to it, would not

be here, if you are smong the called of Jesus Christ., Yowr
very ascceptetion of the position of salvation is because

God 1s stronger than your freewill, for the Seripture is
definite. There 18 none that understandeth, there is none
that seeketh after God. You hath He quickened who were dead
in trespasses and sins, Children of wrath even as others.
Ye will not c¢rme to me that ye mipght heve 1ife, This is

the testlmony of Seripture. lMoreover, do you recognise the
foreknowledge of God? You say, Yes., Then God lmew from the
beginning all that would hapren? Undoubtedly., You recognise

thy power of God? Undoubtedly. Well then, dear friends,
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olection will be nordifficulty to yous The fact that may
be a difficulty is that God from the beginning knaw, and
having all power displayed that supremacy of powsr in
snatching some, but only some, from the utter ruin in which
all were found. You have no objection to Him snatching
some, surely? Your objection is. why did He not snatch
all? In other words. every bellever I have met who has
any real diffieulty hae a oroblem as to why there is not
universalism; bdbut when you are faced with that thought,
surely if you are humble~minded, in the light of Scripture
you are comp@lled to sey "To plead for universalism would
be to overturn all the Scriptures . Therefoyre if I cannot
understend fully, I will prgise God where I can under-
stand. T will praise God where 1 cannot wnderstand, But
I will be willing to ackmnowledge that.the ways of God are
untrackable in their fulnese,"  If you can measure the
heavens for helght, if you can understand the-past eternity
of God, = a far grrater mental problqm than the future
eternity « {f you can comprehend the Triune nature of God,
then I may expect you to kmow fully the methods of Divine
dealing in grece, DBut whils ths nature and eternity of God
remain beyond your knowledge, ere you surprised that there
are other perte of His plan which you only:know in part?
Would you drag domn the Scripture to the level of the human
understanding? Do you not rather rejoice that Scripture
bears tho stamp of Oné Who is Greater than you, even as

nature bears the stamp? Are you not thankful for the
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problems that give scope for faith? If they were removed
you wouid lose precious training. Never complain of a
difficulty. Praise God for it, and wou will f£ind in the
praise a fuller understanding, and at the supe time a fuller
Joy in recognising His full uwnerstanding.

I seld juat now that we have brought before us
the privilege of haart-szorrow, The tenth chapter beginas
with the privilege of prayer. "Rrethren, my heart's
desire and PRAYER to God, is that they mignht be saved",
Hera we have a dafinite concern. My prayer to God is that
they might be saved., FPor I bear them record that they have
a zeal for God, but not aceording to knowledge, Do you
not sees the same thought ss in chapter 97 "Not according
to knowledge" 18 an echo of the words "I did it ignorantly
in wnbelief,  Paul lonked upon those zealots of Israel, snd
he raid as 1t wers, "They make ne nralse for urmerited grace,
for I was jJust 1ike thev are, they make e piay, they remind
me of prayor. Oh beloved friends, it is deeply imvortant
to see in all clrcumstances requests for prayer. “"They
make e pray". The»is another thought as well, "Erethren,

»1 pray for phﬂy.cgr I bear them record that they have a

geal not according to knowledga: means they are unsaved,
therefore I pray for them., In the nreseﬂt day, ﬁany teach
salvation by sincerity, and that religlousness is a proof
men are accepted before God. Peul says, "I pray that they

might be saved, for they have got a zeal but not according
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to lmowledge., Zeal does not prove a men is saved or
approaching salvation, If there be such zeal as this,
not acoording to the knowledge of God it proves & masn is un-
gsaved, The apostle's argument is not that thesadsar men
searching after God will at last reach Him, thet they sre
true seskers after GQod and tnerefore they will zttain to
that which they seek, Nay. Ho says, "I bear them record
that they have a geal for God not according to knowledge,
and therefore I pray for their salvation hoaause through
ell their zeal they will never find Him., JIsrael are
brought before us in 9. 31 as not having attained to the
law of righteousness because they sought 1t by the works
of the law, they stumbled at that Btumblingstone, The
Stumblingstone was Christ, because Christ humbles us to
the very dust. "To him that worketh KOT, but bellsveth
on Him That justifieth the ungodly, hir falth i3 recdlkoned
for righteousness™, "HO every one that thirsteth, come
yo to the waters, and he that hath no money". The sinrer
is not too goor for Christ but too rich., He that heth
NO money, God has a welcome for helpless, emply ones.
None of the men that wers bidden shall taste of wmy s upper.
But dring in hither the poor and maimed end halt and blind,
Not the poor and the maimed - only one Greek article. They
have all these four disubilities together, end they have no
abilitias, but in their utter negative there is the Lord's
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ebsolute positive, and where sin ABOUNDED and every
hindrance weas found, 1t 1s not Call in hither, but bring
in hither. None of the men which wers BIDIEN shall
paertake, but all the wen that are BROUGHT shall partake,
Yet there 1s room. COMPEL to come in, that My House may
be filled, A glorious compulsion. Those who were bidden
held eloof. Tue one who is compelled cannot hold aloof.
0, you say, "I object to election™, Do you, beloved friends?
I do not object to compelling grace., De you say, "I belisve
in nan's freewill?™ I am efraid of man's freewill, Ye
will not come to Me. I do reallss men's freewill, 1
believe in the existence of it, and I am thankful there is
only one thing that can econquer it, and that 1s God's
power becsuss of Qod's electing grece, And if it wero not
for God's electing grece, if we all believed in freewill
only, hell would be full and heaven emply. Thanks be unto
God thern is anothar freawlll., Do not simply urge the
fraodon nf man, 1t is the freedom of a slave, Whosever
committeth sin i3 the servent of sin. Remember there is
another will of which we resd, "Having made known to us the
myatery of Hic willl, predestinated according to the purpose
of Fim Whno worketh all things after the counsel of His own
will, I bolleve in God's freewill, If not, I should nnt
be hare to-night. There would be no gosnel to preach,

thers would be no zaved ones to praimse. Thanks be unto
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God where men ware DETERMINED in their will, there is a
mightler will that snatches brands from the burbing.
Elsction is not the refusal of cendidates who are willing,
but 1t ia the ccmpelling to come in of those who would
nevey come otherwise. None of the men that were bidden
shall eat of my supper, for thev rll with one consent bew
gan to make sxcuse, - but beyond man's one econsant, there
is the purpose of God, whereby & great number whom noe man
can number chall ba gathered around the Son of His love,
that He may see of the travail of His soul and be satiesfied,
and thous predestination to 1ife stands forth in all its
glorinous freshnoss for those who are deasd in trespasses
and sinm.

But we have seen that the apostle did not say, -
"Because of clection I shall give over grieving, becsuss
of elaction I shall give over praying"; nor 4id he say,
"I shall) give over preaching". The geme chapter emphesiszes
preaching.  And so we read in 10, 14 "How then shall they

believed

cal) on Him on Whom thay have not keep®é? and how shall
they belleve in Him of Whem they have not hserd? and how
shall they hear without a prracher? and how shall they prmch
excent they e sent? sz 1t is written, How beautiful are the
feat of them that preach the Gospel of peace, and bring
gled tidings of good things"., Here is an encouragement.

Here is & call to the t-stimony of the Gospel. How shell

they call on Him, in Whom they have not believed. JHere
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is the sphere of the preacher, provided he has beautiful
feet, not simply a beautlful mouth. The gquestion is, how
doss he walk with God, not how does he tall. How beautiful
are the YEET, 'The foet must be shcd with the slaerity of
the Goepel of peace. "I mads heste, and delayed not to
keep Thy commendments®, Oh, beloved friends, if you want
to preach, do not say, "I went to be prepered in my head,
I see I must learn this study, and go in for that work and
so forth, in order that I mey preach more eloquently". Ko,
dear friends, the Lord uses tho rmind but boware of exaliing
this, If you want to preach it is not preaching from
the head. See to the feet, That is the Holy Spirit's
srrengement, Preachers want training as to their feet.
How beautiful are the feet, The cnllege is nseded for the
foot, and the Loxi tells us about thst collegs. I have
given you an example. Ye ought to wash one another's fest.
That is the colliege for the feet., Are you willing for a
brother to point out your misteoims, and wash yow feas?
How beautiful are the feet. Are you willing for the de-
filement of the pilgrim peth to be washed off, or are you
ton proud? Ale ygﬂywilling to acknowledge this. The
Lord wants wasied feet, and then He will have servants who
can preach, Yo ought to wash one snother's feet, Thet 1s
tne training for e preacher. How besutiful ere the FEET of
them that preach the Gospel of peaca, thet bring gilad tidings
of good things.
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"But they have not all obeyed the Gospel”,
Porsonally I should ineline to render this, "But none of
them obeyed the Gospel™. The Greek will bear out that
rendering also, and it seems to me as they all with one
consent began to make exeuse, nons of them obeyed the Gozpel,
I would maintain very definitely the premching of the Gospel.
I have not the slightest hope that the prraching of the
Gospel will in itself bring eny result. “They have none
of them obeyed the Gospel"., I accept in its literal fulness
the word of the Lord Jesus as to its proclamation - "I
HAVE SPENT MY STRRNGTH « IN VAIN AND FOR NOUGHI". You mow
that the Servant in the parable I have just brought before
you, in Luke 14, represents the Holy Spirit. It is not
the gervants, but the Servent; &nd the Servant goes forth
at supper tims, and not a single one accepte the outward
testimony even of the Holy Spirit. "“Ye uncircumeised",
saye Jtephen, Uneircumeclsed in what way? In heart, he says,
Ye do ALWAYS resist ths Holy Spirit. They all with one
consent began to make excusa, Christ's teatimony, He
Himself declares was in this sense in vain and for nought,
if we view it thus detached. The Roly Spirit's testimony
is in the proclametion, "They all with one consent begin to
meke exouse", Go back to the time of the flood. The
Spirit of Christ in Nosh preached, when the ark was a
preparing, es I Peter, 3 puts 1t, Do not read that

Christ preached to the apirits in prison when they were
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spirits in prison, but He preached to those who were spirits
in prison at the time Peter wrote, "“WHEN the ark was a
praparing®.  And how many of them belleved? None, from
the multitude. "“Pew, thet is eight souls were saved
through water®, and the rest became spirits in prison,
Christ's proclamation was rejected then. None of them
oboyed the Gospel. "Who hath believed our report? and to
whom is the arm of the lLord reveiled®, They have not
believad what they heard of us, but if the arm of the Lord
is revealed, there is something beyond mere proclamation,
And 8o Romens 10 adds, "None of them obeyed the Jospal, for
Esaias saith, “Lord, who hath belisved our report®" So
then the faith cometh by hearing, but THE hearing through
a spoken word of (God, - not through a word of a preacher,
but {mark thisg) a spoken word of God, "Tiey went forth,
the Lord working with them". We preach, that 1s an oute
ward proclamation, but there must be the lord's inner working
else not a single soul will come. MEveryone that hath
HEARD and learned of the Father someth unto Me", That
is Christ's testimony., Beloved friends, the preacher is
told to go forth to preach and yvet none of them obeyed the
Gospel, Oh, you say, 1f God would save them without the
proacher, why should he go forth? Beloved friends, the
sovereignty of God in saving, and the sovereignty of God in
gomranding, are both to be emphasized. God works through

meanz . You pray, “Give us day by day our daily bread".
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You do not stay at home and refuse to work., If you are a&
farmer you do not sey, "I will not sow because God will giva
the daily bread®™, God works through means. "Except the Lord
build the house, they lebour in vain that build 1t®, and
except the Lord work with the preacher, the preacher preaches
but in vain, and the proc¢lamation will not quicken & dead soul,
But THE hearing comee through a SPOKEN word of God. You have
the contrast in Romans 10 between "the words" and "A spoken
word™; "the hands" and "the hand®., "I have stretched forth
My Hands", no one belleves, but beyond this there ig the
remindsr of Iseish 53, the arm of the Lord is revealed. The
hands stretched out are a waloome. But no one comes to
the welcome, The hand of the Lord was with them, and &
great number belleved. He ledd hold of poor loati souls, That
1s the glorlous might of saving grace, Oh, you say, whet
about this stress on the preaching? 1Is the preacher necessary?
Not ebsolutely. The Holy Spirit does not say so. You
remember in Pselm 6 we read, “Fér in death there is no
remembrance of thee, in the grd%g (or in Sheol) who shall
give thee thanks? And we have seen before how the psalmist
did not understand what Sheol was, but he was inspired,
therefore he did not say, "In sheol no one will give thes
thanks", but put 1t in the form of a question, as he did not
kmow, He was inspired to put & question, which would
remain true when what he did not Jmow was revealed., So here,

we do not read, "They shall not hear without a preacher,
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but, how shall they hear without a preacher, The Lord
can make them hear without a preacher, "But how shall they
hear" is to give ouwr responsibility sspect. Here then is
the ¢all to the redeemed, but beyond this there is the
Lord's working. Well then what shall we do? We shall
pray, we shall have sorrow in our hearts, we shall preach}
yet over and beyond this, "faith cometh through heering, but
the hearing through & spoken word“, He spake and it was
done, He commanded and it stood fest. That was true when
He seid, "let there be 1ight, and it is true to-day beloved
friends, for God has commandad the light to shine out of
darknesa in our hearts, and He still glves the light of the
knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.
When God commanded the 1ight to shine oui of darimess in
Genesis 1, FHe said, "ILet there be 1ight, and there was
light". In like manner it wes not that we had an inner
light. We were once darkness, Thers is no inner light
in man, Man wae dead, "You hath He quickened", God does
not developdsouls., REvolution in science is & commom theory
because evolution in sslvation was a theory first., Religlous
theories are thé cause of many sclentific attacks on
Seripture. Msn do not realise that evolution and devolope
ment has been leavening the doctrine of man against the
Seriptures for many years. We rejoice to believe in those

wondrous words, "If any man is in Christ there is s new

creation", and’a new creation looks back to the ginner's
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lost condition, and the word "lost® means "destroyed". "The
Son of man came to seek and to save that which was destroyed",
That is the Divine statement., I am inelinsd to think even
7.acchasus thought he could co-operate a 1little; "lord, the
half of my goods I give to the poor", but ths Lord said,
Yvo-day is Selvation come to this house, forasmuch as he is
& child of Abreham. For the Son of Man is come to seek and
to save that which was lost", The exprezsicn "child of
Abrshan" tells of grace. "For verily He taketh not on Him
angels, but He taketh on Him the seed of Abreham", "Taketh
on Hin" = why? To redeem them, Our version says, "Taketh
on Him the nature“, but no, it is took not on Him angels to
rafesn., Angels who sinned are left in ain, bub He taketh on
Him the seed of Abrsham, A remnant &ccording to elestion of
greca, for they are not all Israsl who &re of JIsrael. And we
comeback to Romans 9. Gal., 4 seye, "o, as Iseac was, ere the
children of promise; and the children of promiee a&re counted
fot the seed. Now we have a key to a passage in a later
epistle:~ The promise of eternal life which God gave before
timee of the ages, But to whom did He give 1t? We were
not living then, No man was living, but the beloved Ons in
Whom there 4is saving grace was the ever-living One., ™I am
He That liveth and became dead", and the promise was given to
Him, And we are the children of promise, and all who are
the ¢hildren of prowiae, they are the ones, says Romans = 9

who shall reach the glory. "All that the Father giveth ¥e
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shall come to Ms, and him that cometh to Me I will in no
wise cast ouvt®. And thus grace comes in on the dark background
of a ruined world, to show that Ged is not defeated, and that
in Christ Jesus we are lifted higher than we could be epart
from the very sver-ruling of the sin which made it possible
for the Son of God's ldve to die representatively. He ocould
not have dled unless there were those for whom to die, nor
could we have bnen nmnited to Him unless He haed died for us.
The very union with the Son of God's love is the overruling
of the fact thet we were dead sinners, Thus was it made
posgible for the Holy One to die, for in righteousness the Holy
Oné dare not dle unless thers is samething for which to die,
unless there are THOTE for whom to dle, - and thua where sin
abounded grace overflowed, and God displays ths riches of His
grece in His kindness on to us in Christ Jesus, And so we
see parts of His ways. Look et that whioch seemed the great-
eat failure, when Christ was crucified through weskness,
and yot hehold that was the great triumph, the great salvatioh
nf a great number whom no man can number. Look back te Rden
and its ruiny 1t seemed that God was defested, but was it
80?7 Tho promise of Christ was given there, and the coats
of skin still make manifest that there shall be something
beyond what Adam possessed, and therefore that flemling sword
is not to block up the way of the trese of life but to KEER
the way of the tree of 1ife, and it is kept, Adam had the
way of the tree of 1life, but lost 1%, but God intended 1t
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should be kept, and it could not be kept only by the
exclusion of men dead in sins, but by a Baviour meeting the
sword and removing 1t in a manner that shows wondrouws love.
The way was not slmply kept but kept with a view to opening-
and sn assured salvation. God does not give & second
chance, but something infinitely better, The tables of
gtone were given to Israel and broken, and God did not glve
them another chanse, any more than to Adam., To Israel the
tables were given as the garden was given to Adam, but when
there was~the sinning God eppointed not encther chance, but
another ¥an, and instead of the first Adam, the Last Adan,
the Second Man, the Lord from heaven, and insteed of glving
tables of stona the sscond time, to the people, He appointed
en ark and gave them to the ark, snd thereby shows the way
of salvation, and the glory of Christ. When we reach the
tim of the kingdom they sre still in that ark. They are
kept, even as the way of the tree of 1life wae kept and is
kept, snd grace has reigned and still relgns to the selvation
of a great number whom no man oen nuwrber., (Ch, bsloved
friends, what objection have you to electing grace? If it
wore not for that gracs there would not be a single saved
aoul. What objection have you to electing grace? God
cannot take in hand and lose, God cannot falter. Cod will
not change. Trus the words ring out conecerning the outward
testimony, even when perfset. = "I have spent My strength in

vain and for nought", but thanks be unto God He did not
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spend Himself in vain and for nought. "The Son of God
seved me ond gave Himself" not only His strength but Himself,
and that was not in vain and for nought, bhut it is written
"ALL that the Father giveth Me shall come to Me" - that in
the ages to come He might show, « 10t me repeat the words =
the exceeding riches of His grace in His kindness on to us
through Chriat Jesus,

And so we come back to this ninth chapter of Romans
and we have hrought bvefore us that some did object to the
words of varse 11,“That the purpose of God according to
election might stand, not of works but of Him That calleth,
Of Him That celleth. And whom did He call? Jacob,  What
shall we say then, adds verse 14, Is there unrighteousness
with God? and the startling enswer of verse 15 is introducéd
with the word "for" He saith to Moses, Why "for'? FOR
He saith to Momea, There cannot be unrighteousness, FOR He
saith, "I will have meroy". There cannot be unrightecusness
FOR there is mercy. ¥ew What does that mean? Mercy is fur
those who need mercy. You cannot have wnrighteousness with
God. Unrighteousness 1mplles man deserves something. Hs
does not, We wers children of wrath, even as others. That
is the fundamental objection. The only problem you have is
this, Vhy are we children of wrath? Behold I was shapen
in inlquity, says Psalm 51, VYe are of your father the devil,
Why? Hay, but 0 men, who art thou that repliest against

God? Leave God's silence end admire what He reveals. Qo
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into the sanctuary, understand what He sets forth there, and
if you only know in part, be willing liike Daniel to hear the
Divine statement "Go thy way, thou shalt rest, - rest from
anger, rest from reasoning, thou shalt rest, - and stand in
thy lot, a trophy of Christ, in the end of the days, Deal
with all the problems like that, Go forward, go and do some
work. for the Lord, do not spend your time arguing, "“Thou shalt
rest, 4o not worry do not speculate,. Accept what God reveals
in the Holy Spirit but do not argus, Thou shalt stend in
thy lot, saved by grece. Pralse for the grace thet has saved
you, and anatched you as & brand from the burning. Do not
object to God's election nor His silence, nor His sovereignty
but re joics in that which has secured your saslvation, and
lnave Him to explain the rest. For He sailth, "I will have
mercy, I will have compassion™, ™So then it is rot of him
that willeth, (for man's will is wrong) nor of him that runnsth,
but of God That showeth mercy". Ah, it is all mercy..For the
Qeripture saith unto Pharaoh, "Bven for this same purposs
have 1 ralsed thee up, that I might show My power in thee, and
that ¥y Narme might be declared throughout all the sarth™, "I
raised thee up" - Pharach wes not left en insignificant mon,
a subordinate - He was raiscd up to high position that there
might be a display more fully of what man is when he does
acoarding to his own will, You say, I believe in man's
freewill, 1 know a man who will display his freewill. The
king of Danlel 11. 36 who shall do according to his will, is
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the king Antichrist, of Danisl 11. That is man's freewill,
when pride blossoms; and if you believe in man's freowill
you belisve in Antichrist. There we behold men's freswill
blossoming, and bitter is the fruit, But thanks be unto
God, for those who have been brouzht down and been brought
to reslise it 1s not of him that willeth, but that God does
according to the counsel of His will, the mind of the Lord,
as we have brought before us in the sleventh chapter.
Therafore hath He mefcy on whom He will have mercy. That
changes them, becuuce they deserved misery 1f they need
merey. "And whom He will He hardeneth". Hardening is
dealing with wvhat is already there on the line of its
character, MNorey is dealing with that which is without
preparation for it, or likeness to it. 8o it is not that
election removes goodress from any, but brings goodneas to
somo, Men may contend, but let the potsherd contend with
the potshserds of earth, that i1s the testimony of Isalan 45.
Nay, but O wan, who art thou that repliest against God?
We wore all, in the words of verse 21, as potter's clay.
Hath not the potter power to make onm vessel unto honour and
another unto dishonour? Vhat if God, wllling to show Ilis
wrath, and to make His power known, endured with much long
suffering the vessels of wrath (not which He prepered to
destruction, but) fitted to destruction; but in verse 23,
not nrapared for glory, but vhich He preparsd unto gloly.
Thus we have brought before uz that lle endured with much
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longsuffering the vesssls of wrath. Longsuffering tells
of what iz in man, but oh, thanks be unto God, He did not
endure the veaseles of mercy, He made them vessels of BEICY.
He propsred unto glory. Oh, you say, I cennot understand
it. (od has all nower, (God can do all thet He plesases,
yet lle endured the vessels of wrath, Why did He not change
them? Beloved friends, 1t is not for us to arguwe. God
declares He endured the vessels of wrath, fitted to destruction.
Are you willing to accept this? 0Oh, you say, I cannot
understand it. Can you understand the nature of God?
There are some dear children of God who, when you speak of
precious prphetic subjlects, reply, “How csn these events
be knom? If you expect thess then ycu cannot be expecting
the Lord. end so forth", And we enswer, Beloved friends,
wa do not look for events but for the Lord beyond events,
and if you can explain God's nature, and God's eternity, and
the Peraon of Christ and the manner df alection, and the
way of redemption, then wa will expect you to understand all
else by human logic, $111 then, learn thet there is sueh
a thing as fafith, and thet by faith we understand that
vhich is revealed in its gracinus measure to those who pralse
God for what they know, and are willing to leave the fulness
of His ways which are past finding out, as this very chapter
receals, But what is the goal? For cur time is gone,
The goal is the outburst of praise, in verses 33 - 36 of

chapter ll. They come after verse 32, for God hath con-



2g,
clvded them all in unbelief, that He might have mercy
upon all, not universalism of all or of all ages, for we
road, "So all Israsl shall be saved” allnding to Isalah §9.
In the light of the earlier Boripture we say "God will pardon
those whom He reserves". Would mot this signify that allZ
vho are preserved will be bleased? So it is appointed that
He will have rmercy upon all, thet 18, that no one will be
saved exoept on the grownd of mercy. "That He might have
mercy upon 811", Then no one has merit. That {s the
arguments Oh ths depth of the riches both of the wisdom
and lmnwledye of God, let us gdore., Ko one will get into
glory but by mercy., And the apostle therefore praises,
ot Fim, through Him, and to Xim are all things, to Him be
glory. I beseach you, therafore, brethren, by the mercies
of God, that yo present your bodies s Mving saerifice, holy
accoptablas unto God, which is Your reasonable service; and
be not econformsd to this age, If you belleve in that sovereigm
greoe thet snatched vou &8s a brend from the burning, walk in
the spirit. Prseent your bodies to the Loru. You have no
gtanding by nature, but all is in mercy. You end I ought to
as 1t were, to be in hell now, - hell for ever. Then that body
which you have, presant it to the Lord, and oh that I msy Qo
the same.  You say, "I want this". YoU want thi1s? You are
bought with & price. Your Lord elaims the whole, Iet us
not be conformed to this age, 8kell I say, - "I do not want

to be peculiar, I do not like to be ton strange and too narrow",
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Oh for grace to be zshamed of such objections, Wny do we
hold back? Shell I say - I do not like other people to
think me out of date! If I am a little different from the
fashion, what will others say? May we have a victory by
grace over all such thoughts and be not conformed to this age,
but walk in the Spirit,

Oh beloved friends, the Lord claims the whole of
those wliom He bought, and He clajms; =and as you and ]I have
no right of our own ocutside Hell, why do we desire to draw
back from devoted lJove to Him., Presont the whole. He
clains 1t, Cod's elscting grace calls for the devoted
hunility of a blood-bought peopls who are willing to be cute
casts of men, and the offacouring of all things for the sake
of Him Whose Neme they bear., Of Him and through Him and to
Him are all things, and the grace that saves us out frum a
ruined world, snatches us from tte bonds of cugtom and ssif=-
will, and causes us to rezlise we have not two masiers, that
we camnot serve allke, but ONE Lo our Lord to wWiom we owe
everything. We are not our own. We ars not debtors to
the flesh to live after tha fleah, but s&& we have Leen delivered,
and as the strong man of zelfwil) hns been bound, and all
the different parts of the goods have baen taken, let the
house of our bodies e manifestly for the Lord., If wo can
present our bodies as a 1iving sserifice and our members as
woapons of righteousness in the Lord's warfare against the

flesh and against the world and againzt the Devil, how grest
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is our lmowledge, we are not of the world but chosen out of
the world. If the world hates us, 1t hated Him before it
hated us, that we should not come down to meet men on thelr
own level, Present your bodies a living sacrifice, that ye
may prove, adds verse 2, what is that good and acceptable
and perfoct will of Qod, We have Jjust seen in chapter 9,
1t 18 not o him that willsth nor of him that runneth. Your
will was a wrong will, but now that God has saved you in His
own freewill, do you not want to know His will? Then do
not spend youwr time simply in anguing. Go and present your
body and you will know the will of God. I want to speak
to myself and to you. Does some one say "I cannot undere
stand election™® The Reason is not because you have not
a number of books in your librery. Hay it not be because
you are not presenting your bodyz If you want to under-
stand the things of the Lord Jesus more, the pathway is not
by & clever head but by washed feet., The pathway is not by
saying, I want to have spiritual time of heavenly ecatasy
for one se1lf but I cannot come down to these 1ittle things
of dailly life, You must present your body in the little
things of dally 1life. Holiness is not merely hymm-singing,
it is not something intermal, putting aside the body, ~ it
1s presenting the bedy. Oh, but you say these things are
80 menial, - just to give up this tiny thing and that tiny
thing, -~ I do not see how such actions will lead to under-

standing the will of God. But holiness is via 1little things.
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Even by talking of spirituslity, or by saying, Lord, Lord,
or by speaking of His presencs, you ctnnot uwnderstand His
will, Many will say, "We have eaten and drunk in Thy
PRESKENCE 3" they will talk of the Lord's presence. The Lord
doea not want that, deer friends, He does not want the
1lips, He wants the feot, He wants the body as a whole
presented with all 1ts members, and that theirs may be &
walking in the Spirit, not simpld a telking in the Spirit, -
and then there will be the understanding more of that good
and acceptable end perfect will of God, and one will not
complain of the eleetion and will of God that snatches souls
from the bwning! Then we shall not complain of the will
of God that marks out a narrow way, and we shall not complain
of the will of CGod that sllows difficulties; buft rather our
hearts will say, OB Him and through Him and to Him are all
things. OF Him - there is grace to me, and through Him, is
strength to me, for He giveth more grace, - and to Him are all
things, to the pialse of the glory of His grace wherein He
graced us in the Beloved!
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