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In Iuke 2 we have two words that ceme before me, tnd
I long that we should feel their powver. Concerning the Lord Jesus
at the time of birth it is written "¥o rcom", Ve cen well under-
gtahd vhy this was @, The taring arvrangements had brought meny to
that district, ~ those who were linked with Bethlehem, Very poss~
ibly o feadt time made it convenient, and ™0 things were ccgomp-~
lished ¢t onoe, Anyhow, there was no room for THEM, end the word
'room! is the word 'place'. There was no place in the inn, The
inn wes the very house(if I might so call it), where we should
expect rest. The nome given to it sugeests an 'watying', 'unbind-
ing of the sandals!, 'wnloosing of the girdle!, - relief and rest.
The place that ough't: Yo have provided relief hnd no room. OTHERS
found their rest, but the Lord Jesus Christ is merked at the. be-
ginning as without room at the inn, In the midst of His life He
had not where to lay His head; and He ended His earthly life,
not lying on ¢ bed, but stretohed upon & cross, From beginning
to end He is marked out as the One Vho wos o Stranger in the
world He made. Oh beloved friends, how thus cuts ot all idea of
our gelf-pleasing ond self-mdulgence. One walks about this city
just befere a so-called Christmos, ond gozes in possing ot the
flesh~pampering disploys as if to -invite gluttony and indulgence,
ond one thinks of the hollowmess of & profession that it ig in
the name of Christ, the One Who for our sares becsme peor that
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we through His poverty might be rich, ~ the One Who emptied Hime
gelf, - the One tho laid agide His glory, The hollowness of the
world's profession is o miserable travesty, "No room", "No place",
But thanks be unto God, if there wag no place at the imn, there
was @ place; and so we read the precious words "Lying in a manger"
- 0 place for Him, The manger suggests the tame animals, and
afterwards we find in the wilderness He was with the wild animals,
The whole of His life shines out remarkably,

Ve read further, that whenHe grew up to do that ministry
which He came to do, He went about from placeto place, In Iuke 10,
1 moreover, He chose others, and sent them to every place, as
well as every city, whither He Himself would go, Alweys was He
finding a fresh place. Men did not give Him places, but He chose
places that He might declare the glorious message of the gospel,
It was o true word vhich the dying thief said "This man did nothing
out of place", for such is the literal mesning of 'mothing amiss!',
Nothing was out of place, BEveryvhere He went at the right time,
He went about doing good, Nothing was out of place, The time went
on and last of all ie was about to die, and the words ring out
concerning the ploce of Gethsemome where He went, end the place
of judgment where e was tried; end then they took Him to the
ploce called Calvery, end in the place where He was crucified
there wos a garden. There was He lnid in the tomb, and the angel
could eay, Behold the place where the Lord lay, Oh it is wondrous
to see the stress on the word 'place! at the end of His life,
A place to pray, a place Vo be judged, a place to be crucified, a
place where He was crueified near to the city, and o place to be
buried, The word riigs out, He alwye found the right place to
carry out His Father's will, If there was not a place for Him in
the inn, there was d place for Him on the cross. The world had
room for a cross, It had not room for a comfort for the Lord of
glory, We say we are His followers, We little realize what this
means, Christionity is not ¢ comfortable, essy-going thing.
We have not given up much for our Lord yet, We complain of our
trinls, we murnur over our difficulties, How small they oll are
compared with what our Lord gave up for us, Oh that we might enter
into the fulness of lis love end proise Him more; and He not only
had the place of rejection, but He bore wrath, O beloved friends,
think vhat this means. He bore wrath, Can you understand it?
‘'e 1ittle realize whov it must hove been to Him to bear wrath,
‘fio intensity ol IS5 love to the Fother, for He wes the One Who
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hod been in the bosom of the Fgther, Wio wes ever with the Father,
the intensity of His love made the feeling of wrath inexpressihly
terrible, Lenguoge fails, For 6 sinner to feel wrath is to feel
anguish and o weight of wrath, but foa Ome Vho obsolutely loved,
ond had been not only for myrlade of years, but from eternlty,
with the Father, -~ for Him to becy the Fnther'a vrath was in-
expressible pain,

Just before He went to judgment, He soid to His dis-
ciples, "Let not your heart be troubled, ye believe in God be-
lieve also in Me, In My Fother's house cre meny abiding plvcas-
if it were not so I would have told you, I go to rrepare o PLACE
for you, And if T go and prepare a PLACE for you, I will come
again, and receive you unto Myself: thot where I am, there ye moy
be also". A place for you! O beloved friends, it 15 a delightful
thought, that though there was no nloce for ﬂim He does rot say
"I have no plage for you". He came 1o His own thlngs, and His own
people received Him not, "I will come again end receive you',

Hon gave Him hatred for His love, but in wondrous love He loved
His enemies, hoting ones, to CHAYGE them into friends, Ve said,
No: but He sald Yes; and the "Yes" of His love conauered the
"No” of our unbellei' ond He won us with His work, and He wooed
us with His groce, "I go to prepore & place for you", A place
for you! - not in & manger, not only in & temporary inn, but "in
My * .ther's house", o place for youl It is My Father's house, He
says. The Son ubideth ever, and 4e, the Son tho abideth ever,
hos o right to prepare e place in the house, "Prepare me also c
lodging" says God!s servent, "I {rust that through your proyers
I shall be given unto you", A ledging ~ I cannot stay very long,
The Lord has not prepared us o lodging, "I go to prepsre a rlace
for you", I love to think of the oh “ge of werds - "I go TO pre~
pare, ond "If T go AND prepare". There are many things you and
I have gone TO do, and we have not gone AND done. Ve have stopped
on the way. Christ says "I go mOM, AnG if I ge AND prepare", ie
WOULD not be stopped on the way. He would carry out the work ,
"If I go and prepere a place for you, I will come agoin and re-
ceive you . unto Myself, that where I qm there ye moy be also",
Jugt before this the Lord had alluded to Peter's denial, He had
said that before the coock should finish crowing Peter would
deny Him, and He fAreknew that they would all forsake Him and
flee, but - "I go to prepare a place for you", for you, the
runawoy disciples; ves for you the one who denies. I will not



~156~

deny you the blesalng of groce! I go to prepare & place for you,
that where I am there ye may be also, Peter alas, sat with the
pervants ond warmed himself, the servants of the high priest, in
the high priestb palace. He was in the wrong place, and warmed
himgelf, and everything went wxong; ond Another High Priest has

pnlace end He will not put Peter to sit with the servonts, The
Son nokes him free, "I will come and receive YOU" - the you who
denied Mc or forsook Me, "I will come end receive you unto Myself,
that where I tm there ye may be also", It is & wondrous thought
of love, yet it never excuges one sin, There are different places,_
in glory. In Inke 14 we read, Lo, it is done as Thou hast comusnd.
ed, and yet there is place, Go out qulcicdly and compel to come in,
that My house may be filled. But the same chepter says, Do not
take the highest nlace, lest another is bidden, and he that bid
thee and him ghould say, Give this mon place, © nd thou begin
with sheme to toke the lowest place, The loést place, There are
DIFFERENT places in the gloxy, "I go to prepare a place) but where
wikl our place be?

_ Ve must tell the world of coming wrath. We must emphes-
ize the faot of coming wrath, We must bring before those in our
very midst ond our homes, the fact thot those who despise God's
mercy will meet misery, and those vho know not His grace will
bear His judgment. There is wreth, There is a doom, though there
is a free message of salvation still, so free that our emptiness
may be made & very encourcgement, nnd the poor guilty einner in
this room tonight, stripped of the rogs of gseli~righteousness,
gtripped of gelf-esteem, 18 weloome to a Saviour Who saves
nothings, who saves the helpleaa ond hopelesg! Thus there is no
place for wrath agoingt such, but the place prepared in the glory
becomes thei;a, and. the Holy Spirlt emphnsizes this One Vay of
palvation, that in the ages to come God might show the exceeding
riches of Hie grace in His kindness toward us through Christ

Jesus,
(Abridged)





