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Danisl 1 read.

I 414 not read this passage, dear friends, to bring
beforse us primarily the trials of God's people, nor to emphasize
the value of a purposeful heart, nor indesd to show that if we
trust God with our life, He will grasiously control far mors
than we may expeot; but 1 rether read because it contained
several "tens", and will help us in our study of this deeply
important number. Will you turn to the following passages also,
1 Sam. 25. 5 "And David sent out [GN young men, and David said
unto the young men, Get you up to Carmel, and go to Nabal, and
great him in my name"., 2 Sam. 18. 15, "And IEN young men that
bare Joab's armour compassed sbout, and smote Absalom and slew
bin". Jen Beems the "smallest" number in the following passages,-
I mean the smallest oomplete number in connection with the
Bubjeot under considerstion. Gen. 18. 32, "And he said, Oh let
not the Lord be angry, and I will speak yet but this once:
Peradventure ¥EN shall be found therse. And He said, I will
not destroy it for TEN'S sake". Exod. 18. £1-25, "Moreover,
thou shalt provide out of gll the people able men, such as fear
God, men of truth, hating covetousness; and place such over them,

to be rulere of thousands and rvlers of hundreds, rulers of
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fifties, and rulers of TENS",

I nead not mention that TEN TIMES sometimes denotes s
complsteness. "Thou hast changed my wages ten times". "They
have tempted Me" says the Lord concerning Israel in the wilderness
"these ten times" - a completeness of Israel's testing of One Who
bore so grasiously with them, and suffered thelr menners in the
wilderneas. In Neh, 4. 12 we read, "They 8aid unto us IEN TIMES",
and in Job 19. 3 "These TEN £IMBES have ye reproached me; ye &re
not ashamed that ye make yourselves strange to me"., Several times
an instrument of THN etrings is mentioned in the Psalms. Ps. 33.2
92.3; 144.9,

The "tens™ of the tabernacle might next be noticed, the
ten commandmente on the two tables of Btone. Thse ten ourtains of
the tabernacle itself; the ten oubits each way, of the holiest of
all, inoluding the faoct that the boards were ten cubits high.
Necessarily, therefore, the veils in the tabernascle were "ten by
ten" in cubits. IEN in prophecy is interesting. We read in
Zecharish 8, 23 of TEN men out of all nations of the earth taking
hold of the skirt of him that is a Jew., In Dan, 2 we have the TEN
toes., In Daniel 7 we have,brought before us ten horns, and in
Rev, 12 we have the great red dragon with ten horms, and in 13.1
the beast has ten horns. "Pen" in the 1life of Christ is deeply
interesting
fwrnxtart , having three parabolic occurrences. Matt, 25 brings
before us the TEX virgins, Luke 15 the TEN pieces of silver,

Luke 19 the TEN servants of whom the most diligent sarned ten

pounds, or changed his one pound into ten. Luke 17 is another



occurrence, where we have ten lepers cleansed,

Now, beloved friends, we have had brought before us
a few passages. Have we not enough, by the grace of God, to
serve a3 a basis for drawing certain inferences? I think we
have. First of all, ten as an EVEN number is often connected
with God's arrangement of the thinges of earth, I do not mesn
that 1t i8 earthly in a bad sense, but the 0dd numbers seem
rather %o bring before us God, and the even numbers suggest
the earth. There may be the thouzght of & psrfect work on
garth, which is scmetimes wrapped up in the number six, though
it also shows the sad contrast elsewhers. A resurrection out
from sarth is included in the number eight. But even numbers
often have something to do with earth. My own belief is that
1f we take the numbers in order we get wondrous teaching.
First the even numbers, and then it may be the odd numbers.
®wo, four, six, eight, ten, twelve, - I will not go further,
As you know twelve 18 a olimax number., Jen in one senss is a
climax, for it begins the TWO figures { 1 0 ). Wo cannot get
away from the errengement of everything in tens. At ten we
begin ¥wo figures, and we know very well that not only in our
own writing, but in others, ten is thus the beginning of a new
series, We count afterwerds by tens. The Hebrews dld the same.
This seems marked by God., I would not sey that all the decimal
arrangements are appeinted by God. Certainty there was a
grisvousf error when, at the French revolution, men tried to

alter the week to ten days instead of God's appointment of seven,
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but God has stemped ten very largely oj arrangements of arithmetio.

Now shall we take the even numbers? ,Two - witness:
four - a world-wide plan, both earthly. Six - finished work;
elght - resurreotion; ten - fellowship of an assembly; twelve -
governmental perfestion. Let us humhly seek the Divine teaching.
God.-has sent forth (a) a witness (b) to sll the world conserning
(¢) e finished work followed by (d) a glorious resurrection whioh
binds together (o) the people of God in a unity that they mey also
share afterwards in (f) the coming Kingdom of the Lord Jesus.
There you have the Gospsl set forth in the very ORDER of the
numbers. You see if you turn the order of the six, eight, ten,
twelve, you lose it all, Righteousness of 1ife, Christ's
finished work, resurrection, then the fellowship of saints in
one glorious company, AND twelve - the governmental perfection.

Take, too, the odd numbers, God Who is One and yet
Trivne (one and three), bhas in wondrous grace (five) provided
pesce {seven) by the blood of the #ross of the Lord Jesus, but
APART from that there is judgment (nine) which, when 1t has been
revealed, will be followed by blessing for Israel and worship in
His gracious arrangement (eleven). After that the eternal wrath
of God {thirteen). I am antioipating as to eleven snd thirtsen.
Here we have then brought before ws that God has wondrous
teaching wrapped up in &1l the numbers.

Shall we take all the numbers, without teking them in
thelr two parts® God Who is One has graciously given a witnessﬂy

by which we know that He is Triune(y He has sent forth into the
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eartﬁ:the testimony of His grace dealing with law that hak shown
(¢)

us thers is s finished workﬁby which there is peaceg?peaoe through
the blood, and union with the Lord Jasus in resurreotiog? To
daspise this is to Beek Jndgmené? but those who are brought to
believe in it will be in a wondrous unity of all the redeemedez;*
in the marriags Supper of the Lamb when Israel will be blaessed
alsocyand there wili be the setting up of God’'s kingdom with
heavenly perfection upon this earth’?

‘It 1s no accident, beloved friends, that God has stamped
HEis Gospel on the numbers, and the very order of the numbers.
Everything is full of instruotion to those who are believers.
You will say, But how @0 we know that ten 18 the number of an
assenbly, the number of a gathering? You may ask, Is not that 4
only & Jewish idea? Nsy, the Jewlish idea is partly deduced from
the very Soripture. They will not havs certain meetings without
& minimum number of ten. Pen is tggrajﬁbegsséﬁgyggéhering, the
number of & fellowShip of the Lord's peopls. But, one may ask,
How doee that account for some of the tens of the earlier
Seripturss? How does that account for the wages changed ten times?
snd 50 forth. I am not sure it does assount for it. When we say
there 18 a general aspect of & number, there is no reason that
that shouvld be the CNLY aspect of thal number. We know but
parts of God's ways. Rather, I am inolined to think. the Holy
Spirit has recorded this expression "IEN TIMES", - the Holy

Spirit has recorded it somewhat in the same way as ws use the

expression "ten times", indicating & gompleteness. It is beyond
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the nine, it resches the double numbers, and perhaps on this
asccount God has made ten the number of the fellowship of His
people, beocause 1t is manifestly a complete number. There
are VARIOUS sompletenesses. Six is the number of a complete
work. Seven is the number of a completensss of rest and peace,
Pen, the number of a completeness as to fellowship, and twelve
the number of a ocompleteness of government. There are different
completenesses, different aspeots of completeness. So that "ten
times" involves the thought of a LARGE number, in ocerfain cases.
Pen women would bake their bread in one oven, says Lev. 26. In
such a eontext ten is a large number. It mesns that fthere will
be & bringing together unto ONE oven of those who would normally
have separste homes of their own. But, for the very same reason,
ten may be & small number in other contexts. If you have a ruler,
you expeat to have more than ten under him. If hs has only ten,
it 18 the smallest number. We can understand how this fits in
again. The gathering of the redeemed is a large number thet no
man can number, but the words sound forth "Fear not, 1ittle flook".
The Lord is a Ruler of ten, but there is almo brought before us
the 1dea of = ocompletensess.

The tens of the tabernacle I need not pause long to
oonsider. They bring before us the Lord's dear peopls. All
tabernsolef numbers are suggestive of Christ, and His own, The
ten nations give us Satan's gynagogue, Satan's gathering, and
emphasizs the thought that ten is the fellowship number, &ven

in evil, I do not mean in the same wey as two. Two 18 the



smallest number of fellowship and friendship, and it brings before
us either two individual believers, or Jews and Gentilee or,
perhaps it may, in some places, bring before us the thought of

two assemblies, and two witnesses; but ten is & number far larger,
it indicates a fellowship, not merely of two individuals, not
merely viewed as subsisting between Jew and Gentile, one in Christ,
but made of more units, denoting they are a complete company,
gathered out from various parts. It is that complete sompany,
that complete temple of God, of which the topstons is brought
forth with shoutings of grace, grace, unto it; and give plus five
meke8 ten, - grace, grace, unto 1%, for the complete work has

the FOUNDATION of grace. This aspect of ten is very elear in

the parables. The kingdom of heaven is likened unto ten virgins.
The ten pieces of silver which the woman possesses, pieture the
church. The ten servants of Luke 19 are equally suggestive of

the professing people of God., S0 whether we think of this number
ten with regard to the tabernacle types, or a contrast with
Ahtichrist's ermy, or in connection with the instrument of ten
strings in the Psalms, it drings. before us the harmony of a
goodly number. Harmony in evil, alas, we find in Antichrist's
army, a8 Rev. 17 emphasizes. HKarmony in truth,we find among

the redeemed. Oh if only the ohurch had remained an instrument
of ten strings, how blessedly would it have continued, but
discord came in; yet thers shall be the instrument of ten strings.
We look forward to the time when our Lord will yet present to

Himself the church not havdng spot or wrinkle or any such thing,



and then there will be glory unto Him in the ghurch. The
instrument will have no broken strings. It will have no discord.
The tuning will be perfect, and the harmony will be unforced, end
1% is blessed to realise that this is going fo be produced on
earth. I 40 not mean that WE have an earthly cselling, but that
the Lord's people are sharing His glory to be in & heavenly
position IN SIGH? OF the earth (of. the Hewwarly Jerusalem). It
18 beautiful to realise, furthermore, that He is about to show
in the earth the rewards of His faithful people; in this earth
where they, like unto Himself, were rejested, will He make
menifest that they are glorified together with Himself. Obh how
blessed to realise ourselves by grace in that vast company for
which He sovereignly and perfectly died, to realise that we are
made one with Him, snd are united one to another.

There are various views of the Lord's dear people.
You recollect how in connection with the types of the Lord and
His peaople we have Some types in which they are seen as ons.
For example, the laver brings before us a oneness of object.
The oherubim, 8till more closely, are of one piese with the
merdy seat. Believers are also seen as two, - the two cherubim.
We remember the two rows of shewbread, {God's provision), and
the two sides of the lampstand (fellowship in united worship).
When you see saints in their oneness, the thought is & openess
in and with Christ. Pwo-ness brings before us fellowship and
witness. When the Lord's people are viewed in six-ness as with

regard to the three branches on each side of the chntre shaft of



the lampstand, they are viewsd as accepted through the perfeot
obedience of the Lord Jesus unto death, and joined with Him in
resurrestion. When we have the number ten, the thought is not
only fellowship, but an exeoutive fellowship. Ten was the

number of a gathering able to ast. It was, 1f I may so put it,
the quorum. It was the smallest possible number that oould act
in eertain circumstances and arrangements. I do not mean that
God has deoreed that no assembly of His should have less than

ten peopls, - although I do think Seripture suggzests in Matt.18
that i m;;i;';:# impossible o carry through tths of
an assembly with aziggé number, - but what I would bring befors
you is that this is, at least, the typical teaching. We have ten
men in fellowship fto ACY, as Ruth 4. 2 shows., Boaz cslls aside
ten men of the elders of the city that they may aot in fellowship.
Zwo is the number of fellowship, but rather vieﬁed 8imply as bare
fellowship or witness, It is NOT an executive number, it is not
& ohurch viewed as a house or city, but ten is, Ten implies an
executive aochipleteness, in the enabding of the Holy Spiris.

We pass on further to receive fuller emphasis from
other related numbers. What is twelve? It 48 ten and two added.
Now two, &3 we have sSeen, is ofttimes the number of WITNESS.

When the Lord shall give a complete gathering together of His
own, and they will be at the Marriage Supper of the Lamb, the
next thing wi2l be the manifestation of their witness. They
Shall be seen with Him in governmentsl arrangement, 10 & 2 = 12,

10 X 4 givesus the number 40. TIhe forties of Scripture I will
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seek to deal with another time. They involve & completeness of
sarthly ftesting. 10 X 7 is interesting. Israel said there were
seventy nations. There were about seventy‘in the sanhedrim, and
Christ with refersnce to the seventy nations chose seventy others,
as well as the twelve apostles, to go forth before His fsoe., I
believe there was the link of the lessonstgg/gggen multiplied
together in that wondrous work. 120 is remarkable in Acte 1.
10 X 10 X 10 gives us the olimax of fellowship, - the size of
the holiest of all, that part of the tabernacle which had length,
breadth and héight equal, and therefors suggested Eph. 3, where
we read of a coming to comprehend with all saints what is the
breadth and length and depth and height,- with ABL saints, for
there the fullest unity is brought before us, The new Jerusalem
has leagth, breadth and height, and they are all equal. 10 X 10 X 10
gives us in its result the number one thousand. It is & number as
%o which every MAN fell short, if only by.thirty one years. It is
8 number that brings before us the millennial kingdom of our
beloved Lord when His people's fellowship, His people's unity,
will be s0 wondrously manifest.

It is rather interesting to notice a few more tens on
¢losing. Adam to Noeh - ten persons, Noah being the tenth.
This is not & matter of slight interest, for Nosh typifies, 1
suppose, the church, and God informs us of Enoch that Enooh was
the SEVEN# from Adam, therefors it 1s important to notice what
position BACH man has with regard to Adam. Abreham leads us on

another ten, and thus we find enother type of the redsemed, for
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we are blessed WITH believing Abraham. The redemption money
which speaks of fellowship was TEN gershs, being the HALF
sheksl., Of neceseity the tithe which denoted fellowship was
the tenth. It has been pointed out that the word "laver" (and
the laver suggests the assembly of the redeemed) ocours ten
times in the books of Moses, and ten times in the books of
Kinga and Chronicles with regerd to the temple.

Thess things all indicate that God's book 13 no
human plan, no human contrivance; but perfect, without error,
withovt incompleteness. It is not for us to come to teach the
Bible what 1t ought to say, but to learn what God has seld; but
0 deer fttends, how we need that quieting of the Spirit of God
that we may indeed HEAR the voice of God through the Soriptures.
It i8 easy, comparatively sasy, to be olever. It 18 easy,
comparatively easy, to be astive; but 1t is nof naturel to be
spirituel. O that God may apply the truth to our hearts, that
we may not only go away saying, I have learned some fresh factis,
but rather, I have learnsd something more of MY LORD - in order
to walk with Him, It 18 for us to realise how dear to God's
heart unity is. How sSad disunity must be! There is & pleasure
vhen we meet together to talk of the things of God, but vhat
are wa? A few handfuls in a vast city, and there are myriads
who besr the name of the Lord, and they will not come together
tc consider His truth: they will not come to ponder vhy
believers are disunited. Surely our hearts must feel grievsed
over this, that we, saved by grace, may seek after the unify

whioch God causes, and be of one mind that we may be in our
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messure among ourselves, an instrument of ten strings unto our
God, that HE may play any tune He pleases, and that sll our
lives, incomplete without one another, dbut blesseily united, -
thet all our lives may become harmonious worship and delightful
prsise, in the Holy Spirit, while we look for our Coming Lord.

Further literature, concerning the Lord, gladly sent (international) to
exercised believers for personal perusal, and passing on to God’s
glory, some also in German, Spanish, Russian, Polish, Czech, Romanian:
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