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“IF YE THEN BE RISEN WITH CHRIST, SEEK THOSE THINGS

WHICH ARE ABOVE, WHERE CHRIST SITTETH ON THE
RIGHT HAND OF GOD.” CoL. 3. 1.
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SCRIPTURE NUMERATICN
"NINET

An Address by Mr. P. W. Heward,
Bow, B., 9th July, 19183.

Deut. 3. 11. O0g's bedstead NINE oubits long, and
four cubits the breadth after the cubit of s man. The longest
bed, nine cubits. Even if the oubit of & man was shorfser than
the oubit of the sanotuary, I suppose this means thirteen feet
at the least estimate,

Neh. 11. 1; 2 Kings 17. 6; 25. 1; - Jer. 36. 22;
Matt., 27, 45; Luke 17. 17; Mots 3. 1; 10. 3.

And 8o, dear friends, we have a number of passages
in whioh the word "aine" is used, but apart from this we have
nine-£old numerations, e.g. 1 OQor. 12. 8, "For to one i given
by the Spirit the word of wisdom (1); to another the word of
knowledge by the ssme Spirit (2); to another faith by the seme
Spirit (3); to anothsr the gifts of healing by the Same Spirit
(4); to another the working of miracles (5); to another
propheoy (6); to snother discerning of spirits (7); to another
divers kinds of tongues (8); to another the interpretation of
tongues (9). You will notice we are $0ld four times over
these gifts are by the same Spirit, speaking of & world-wide
work. Here then we have a nine-fold working of the 3pirit of
God. I would ocall attention to the fast that in verses 4 - 6

we have the allusion to our Triuns God. "Now there are



diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit, and there are
diversities of administrations, but the same Lord. And there
are diversities of operations, but it is the same God Whish
we~—oth ell in all." ‘The feot that we have there & refersnce
God the Father, God the Son, and God the Spirit would suggest
that the nine has some hint of three squared, for we have the
three just before it, and then the three threes. I would point
out, while in this chapter, that in verse 28 we read, "Apostles,
prophets, teachers, mirasles, gifts of healing, helps, governments,
diversities of tongues; - eight. That is in oonnection with the
word "ohurch". You will meatos that where jthers is the mention
of the body we have nine. Nine 18 the square of three; eight 1s
the cube of two. The word "body" partisularly brings before us
the 1dea of & manifestation of & Triune God; the "ohureh" brings
befors us fellowship sad witnessing; hence the oube of iwo.
Then in verses 29 and 20 we read, "Are all spostles? are all
prophets? are all teachers? are all workers of miracles? Kave
all the gifts of healing? do &ll speak with tongues? do all
interpret?" - here we have S8even, no longer nine or eight, bub
seven, beozuse here the thought is of the perfection and
completeness of the plan of God; seven is the 1dea of completeness.
Gal. 5. 22. Another nine-fold enumerstion, again
linked with the manifestation of the Spirit of God. "But the
fruit of the Spirit is love, Joy, pesos, longsuffering,

gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, temperance; against



such there is no law". Here we have then, dear friends, brought
before ua the fruit of the Spirit as ninefold. Oh that we might
ask ourselves if this passage piotures us. Have we love, Joy,
peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness,
self-control (as the word "temperance” means)? Oh how we fail,
nor can we get these things put straight by mere manufacture or
effort. There must be the fruit of the Spirit, or thére is only
a miserable counterfeit. Frult is the expression of 1life; fritt
oomes from within; fruit is refreshing. Oh that we might have
the FRUIT of the Spirit.

1 suppose now, dear friends, that we in some measure
understend what God signifies by the number "nine", remembering
that every number hes its Soriptural meaning. We have Seen in
ganeral that the 044 numbers bring before us GOD, and the even
numbers particularly some work on earth. Now the number "nine"
is an 0dd number, mnd as three squared it brings before us some
menifestation of God, of our Priune God; but does it only bring
before us the thought of & blessing? In the passages at which
we have looked, we have Seen blessings from our Triune God, bu?d

| signification
I do not think we ocan 1limit the number "nine" {o that EEFZIIX.
It come$,you will notice, in between "eight" and "gen". MEight"
is the number of resSurrestion, "ten" is the number of & complete
assembly. In between the resurreotlon of the redeemed and the
complete assembly being manifested ruling with the Lord upon
the earth, in betwsen thosd two we shall find that there are



4.
poured out judgments as manifestations of God. The book of
Revelation is clear in accord with this. In between the
resurrection of the saints and the manifestation of the unity
that God has caused, there will be the judgment of the last hour,
and nine is, I believe, not only the number for the manifestation
of God's workings smong His people, whether the fruit of the
Spirit, or the gifts of the Spirit, but it is the number for the
menifestation of the spirit of wrath.

In accord with this fact, it is interesting to notice
some of the wordsthat have been found by Some to occur nins times
in the Scripture. They are words, many of them, that spesk of
man's sinf or God's judgment upon it. The word for the abyss
(a8uowd occurs nine times; the word for ungodly (oeAxs )
nine times; the word for laseciviousness (docAyeia) nine times;
the word "sps/s " for strife, nine times; the word "o TAGT IS
for oonfusion, nine times; the word "tpeuébs" 8 lie, nine times;
the word "oo70a7r7) " lightning, nine times; the word "dved M
above, nine times. The word for righteous ( §rKatos) oceurs
nine squared times, eighty ode. I looked through a goodly
number of words to find out these. Just as the number "nine"
is RARE in Soripture, so the words that occur nine times are
RARE. I found two or three had been gathered together alZeady,
but there may be & goodly number more, and some in the Hebrew
Seriptures which I did not consider; yet I think we have
sufficient evidence here that God has arranged that the words

for "strife",and "insurrection",and e "lie", and "ungoldly", and



"lasciviousness" should a1l coms nine times. At onee we feel
that nine must have a further meaning than simply {the manifesta-
tion of God. It sSeems to remind us of the sinfulness of man
which necéssitates that wrath. In other words, nine is a number
partiocularly linked with the menifestation of God in judgment
ugainst that whioh displeases Him, Have we any help in this
conneotion, by the relation of NINE to TBN? Yes, nine is fhe
felling short of fellowShip; nine is one short of fen. Now,
every number seemsS §o have, not only its own primary meaning,
but & relation to the number sabove if, and indeed, the numbers

surrounding it. Nine falls short of ten, as six falls short of

seven. Six, as we know, 1S not only a oompleteness, but it is
MAN'S work. Nine, therefore, sometimes brings before us a falling
short of that whioh plesases God, a felling short of a fellowship-
completeness. Hence it has two distinct meanings. When used of
men it is sad, when used of God's wrath and God's manifestation
1t is peculiarly solemn in snother way, referring to the factors
(3 X 3).

Shall we See where it is used of man, and in this
connestion has reference to his sin. The first case comes %o
your mind again in Deut. 3. We have read about the bedstead
nine oubits long; that was man's limit, nothing beyond. You
will recolleet how that in connection with another type of
Ahtichrist, another giant, we are particularly told of HIS sigze

end his power. His height was six oubits and & span, "Siz" end

"nine" are numbers that, with regard to man, have a cerbain parallel
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Six is falling short of seven. Nine is falling Short of ten.
Furthermore, this 1dea of man's falling short is linked with

the 1des of man's comptetensess in evil. You say, How cen &
falling short be & completeness? ZEasily, because nine as to

ten falls short, but nine is the square of three, and all

squares denote completeness. The square of two,-four, implies
that which is complste. Zven in owr English language it is so;
if we speak of anything as "fair and square", we imply that it

is fixed and satisfacbbyy. Thus the number "nine" implies a
completensss of man's iniquity, and the highest height that

man o6ould reagh. In accord with this, all those who lived

great ages in Gen. 5, d4ed in the nine hundreds; no one reached
the thousand, no one reached the cube of ten; they all FELL
SHORT of it. Adam lived nine hundred and thirty years, and he
died; snother one lives nine hundred and sixty two years; yea,
nine hundred and sixty nine years; but no one over the thousand.
The majority lived for NINE bundred. "Nine", therefore, is man's
zenith, men's completeness, and then man dies, In this conngetion
it is interesting to notice that nin& went to live in other cities,
and one out of ten of the Israelites lived at Jermsalem. But %o
1ive at Jerusalem then was the unpopular thing, for they blessed
the men that willingly offered themselves o live there. Hence,
the nine were, apparently, the more selfish; the one out of fhe
ten was especislly God's portion. This was so with regard to

the tithing also. The tithes of Israel gave one part in ten

pertioularly to God, the nine parts remained for men. Hence
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the numbsr "nine" besame indicative of what men had for himself.
Further, there were ten lepers cured, a picturs of an assembly.
Only ONE returned to give thanks, but where were the nins? The
nine did not return. They went on their own wey; they were
healed by zrace, but we cannot gay that they heard the gracious
words "Phy faith hath saved thee". The nine were, in this wey,
e feilure; the one out of the ten was spscially marked &s
belonging to God. Jabin the king of Hazor, king round about
the north of Galilee, had as his captain Sisers,- He mightily
oppressed Isrsel with nine hundred chariots. KHere wes man's
climex, and this one was the first of the kings specially of the
land of Pelestine who oppressed them. Chushanrishathaim, and
Eglon, king of Moab, who had oppressed them before, were kings
from outsids districts, but Jabin was, as the passage clearly
shows, a king of CANAAN who had an army at Herosheth which was
evidently in part of Gelilee. He had nine hundred chariots.

In this connection, dear friends, I feel there is a wonderful
force with regard to the dates of the destruction of Jerusalenm,
snd alsc of Israel, the ten tribes, going into ceptivity. In
the ninth year of Hoshea ,the kingdom of Israel came to an end.
In the ninth yeser of Zedekish the king, Nebuchadnezzar began
his viotorious campaign that ended in the teking of the city.
You remember the verse in 2 Kings 25. 1 reads, "In the NINTH
year of Zedekiah's reign, in the TENTHE month, in the TENTH dsy
of the month, Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came against

Jeruselem and pitohed ageinst it. 4gain, the taking of



Jerusalem was on the ninth day of the fourth month. To this day
Israel connect the NINTH day of & month with judgment. So here
we have the ninth day of the fourth month. "Nine" therefore
Suggests man's climax, and God's judgment being poured out.

4re you surprised, dear friends, that God has recorded
our beloved Lord's hanging on the cross "t111 the ninth hour"$
He would bear CUR judgment, bear the wrath we deserved. It was
at the ninth hour He cried out, "My God, Uy God, why hast Thou
forsaken Me?" Do not say, Oh that was the hour of prayer,and
that is all. It is blessedly true, it WAS the hour of prayer,
and so Just as our Lord was crikoified in the morning hour of
preyer, and prayed a beautiful prayer then, "Father, forgive
them", He assooiated certain other prayers with the evening
hour of prayer; for we are told at the ninth hour He praysd,
"My God, lfy God, Why hast Thou forsaken Me?" AGAIK, "Father,
into Thy hands I commend My Spirit". He prayed at the hours of
prayer, but that is not all the teaching. It 1s delightful to
see Christ picking out the hour of prayer when Hs was crucified,
and the hour of prayer when He died, to meke manifest His prayers,-
His prayers linked with Eis meritorious seorifice; both alike
were ascceptable unto the Father. But it is not only that. Why
did God arrange the third hour and the ninth hour to be the hour
of prayer? Thers was a wondrous lesson wrapped up in this. Do
you 8ay, Oh, God meant six hours between, as if to show us there
was to be a complete work before prayer was asceptable. That is

true. The six hours pictured, moreover, Christ'e hangfng on the



oross and a complete work glorifying God "on the earth", for on
the sixth day He died, and for six hours He was hanging on the
oross., Bverything was begqutifully arranged with a Divine wisdom.
I suppose that our beloved Lord was about six times six hours in
the grave, but we would not speculate when God does not state.
There was a wondrous arrangement of it all, to show the WOYK was
complete snd done and finished; never to be undone, never to be
altered. Wo osn never exhaust all the hours and moments, snd
lessons of details from our beloved Lord's death. But there was
more than that when God arranged the third hour as the hour of
prayer, and when He arranged the ninth hour. EHe was teaching
something from the very numbers. "Three" is the number fthat
suggests a PTriune God, and 1% is on}y in Christ and by the Spirit
that we have 200ess unto the Father. "Nine" is the number of
julgment, and Christ dying at the ninth hour brings before us,

a8 we have Seen, the faot that HEe took our Judgment, and that
our preyers are only scceptable becsuse judgment has fallen on
Him, because He took our place;- and thus we approach our Triune
God in the Name of Him Who bore our sins in Hi®s own body on the
tree.

And so, dear friends, all the "nines" of Soripture
have a suggestive lesson for us, but oh thal the Lord aay teach
us to be more than HEAD students. This subjeot is a very precious
one, but I oannot hide the faot that I am always afraid of our
gtudies, - nearly as afrald of studies as of ignorance.

Ignorence 12 Setan's opportunity, AND studies are Satan's
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opportunities too. Unless you and I, by the grace of our God,
are brought to realise, as a fast in our heart, in a way that
aifects our whole 1ifs, the inspiration of the Seriptures, all
the knowledge about the beauties will be only so munh addition
6o our mental store, and thefe will be no "fruit". Dear friends,
I long, and I am sure you long, that God should have something
from our meeting together, that God should have worship, and that
GOD should be well-plsased. God does not seek for clever persons,
but for obedient disciples. It is true that our drains are RART
of the living sacrifice that we should present to Him, but our
brains must not be our rulers; they are part of that body which
must bs 1ed in subjection that we may please God with the whole
freme, and please Him in a costly way, for a ssorifice is always
feeling, and a living sacrifice involves the thought, I suppose,
in its fulness, of a living strain. Not fthat we are to be away
from that perfest peace that God gives. The Holy Spirit shows
af wondrous blending. The wotld will misunderstand it, but I
suppose that we are to enjoy the deepest peace and the greatest
rein at the same time. Oh, how we fall Short of this. iay ths
Lord lay hold of us with His fruth this evening, and when we
think that we dessrved judgment, and that the story of Og king
of Bashan is not only put thers to give us & piece of history,
but to remind us how men's 8ing lead to wrath, and how vain 1s
man's mighty power: - Og 18 now FEELING AGONY from which he will

never have escape: - Ch, if our hearts only realize this, how

solemn will the whole of the book of Soripture seem, and how we
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shall 1ive to the praise of the glory of God's grace as those who

search in order to learn, and learn in order to live, and all in

the power of the Holy Spirit.

L e L I I R

Further literature, concerning the Lord, gladly sent (international) to

exercised believers for personal perusal, and passing on to God’s

glory, some also in German, Spanish, Russian, Polish, Czech, Romanian:
[ — “To Testify the Gospel of the Grace of God.” - ]

COPIES FREE (as the Lord enables) on application to:
Scriptural literature for Believers
Gottlieb-Daimler-Str.1 — 74343 Sachsenheim — GERMANY




