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NO. 205. SCRIPIVRE NUMERATION.
"SEVEN"

An Address by Mr. P, W. Heward,
Bow, E., 1lth June, 1913.

Toe first point of our smbjeot is a solleetion of
osourrences of the word "Seven". Shall we, therefore, instead
of teking one chapter, read a large number of verses?

Passages read:- Gen. 4. 15, 24; 41. 1 - 7; Lev. 4. 16,17,

16. 14; 23. 1-8, 18, 24 27 34, R26. 25 28,33;

Deut. 7. 1; 1 Kings 18. 43: 2 Xings 5. 10; Pss, 119.

164; Prov, 6. 16; 9. 1; 24 15+ 26. 16; Dan 3. 19;

4. 14 Hatt. 18. 21 Aots 20. 6 21. 4 28. 14,

I caunot read passeges from the book of Revelation, - we Should

need to read so much of it. (Before we come %o the interpretation

will & brother lead ia prayer?) |

It 18 now our responsibility, dear friends, to condider
God's general teaching wmappsd up in the figure "Seven". It is,
a8 you notice, an odd number, snd, therefore, we notioe it is
peculiarly linked with God. ™If "one" and "three" be Divins
numbers to desoribe & Divine Person, "five” and "seven" Seem
to desoribe Divine operations. "Five" suggests law, "seven"
ocompleteness, An sbsolute perfeotness is marked out by this
number seven, - not only perfectness in onSelf, whioch 18 God's
wonderful, wnalterable positiocn, but also perfectness in aotion,
i.e. perfeciness and oompletensss in working out the various
things that are Divinely appointed. Tais seems the géneral
teaching of the number seven. It is a number that speaks of
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completeness. It is stamped on the very arrangement of our
time. There are seven dajys in the week; It is, moreover, a
number which, as we have seen, 18 frequently associated in
Soripture with the word "times", or with the word "days".
Because of this we are not surprised that the number "seven"
beings before us & complete WORKING QUT of a Divine plan,
It need hardly be said, and yet must be sorrowfully said,
that Satan has his counterfeif, his imitation, - that if the
Lord's people have God's completeness, Satan will aim at HIS
completeness, HIS perfeotness of evil; and there shall be
many "sevens" when transgressSors are come to the full. That
such teaching is wrapped up in {the passages at which we have
looked seems clear. May I mention a few?
In Gen. 4 God declares that if Oain is slain he
will be avenged sevenfold, i.e. completely, perfectly.
Lamech strives to outdo God. If Cain shall be avenged seven-
fold, Lameoh will avenge himself Seveniy and sevenfold. A4Agsin,
where we read of going seven times to see, we are not o think
only of the servant's contlnuance, but of a complete looking
until the Lord ocompldtely stepped in. In like manner, not
only were there seven liferal nations in the land of Canaan,
but there was a completeness of opposition to Israel, and
only a completeness of Divine power could have driven them out.
@od not only marked the week for Israel, but the
SEVENTH LONTH was partioularly emphasized, and there were

Seven days in the Passover feast, and sevens ars brought
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before us in the feast of tabernscles. MNoreover, the sprinkling
of the blood was seven times; the washing in Jordan was seven
times; the praising is seven times; the fire 1s heated seven
times; Nebuchadnezzar is brought low $ill seven times pass
over him. Now I have not the slightest doubt that in all
these passages we have brought before us not only a general
thought of salvation of judgment, but completensss end perfect-
ness, an absoluteness. That is the idea hidden in the word
"Seven".

Now having this acquaintence with the fasts, we can
consider the seventh day as it is brought beforse us in the
Scriptures. 1In Gen. 2 God hallowed the seventh day because
thaet in it He had rested; so that the division of time into
wooks does NOP depend upon human srrangement; it does not
depend on nature. Months are associated with the moon; years
with the sun, but weeks with neither. Ged has stamped upon
the Pirst mark of time in Genesis the number "seven", and
has thereby shown that He has & perfeot right to meke His
arrangements, and that He oan mske thoss arrangements even
gpart from the various rulings of the sun and moon which He
has appointed to rule the day and the night, and to be for
signs end for seasons and days and years.

Taen, agein, we have in conneotion with the flood
& stress upon Seven deys. Ia Gen. 7 not only does God arrange
for the seven olean animals to go in, "seven" betng the number

of completeness here; but God marks out that there will be
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seven days, and He will ocsuse the rain to ooms upon the earth
In other words, thers was a completeness of final waiting
first, I need hardly remind some who are present that in
connection with the removal of the water after the flood, we
are told again more than omoce of a period of seven days. Nosh
sends forth a reven and a dove, and the 1&€tter £inds no rest.
He stays seven days, he sends out the dove a second time, snd
the dove returns with an olive leaf plucked off, He stays
seven days. God has marked seven, and no French Revolution,
or any other revolution, shall change what God has brought
before us, Men will ever try to change times and seasons,
but God is Omnipotent, and altogether glorious.

Then again, in Exodus 20 we have the seventh day,
as well a8 in the repetition of the ten commandments in
Deut, 5. The seventh day is the olimax day. "Six days shalt
thou labour, and do &ll thy work". The seventh is the sabbatl
unto the Lord, - no work in that. You will notice that there is
no day in Israel's wesk beyond the sabbath. As sooh as the
Seventh is reached, there is the coming back egein to the first.
Completeness! Olimax] and partioularly & olimax with regard
to rest. Agaln, in oonneotion with the taking ¢f Jeriocho,
there is the walking round the oity eix days, and {then on the
seventh day they go round seven times, and the walls fall dowmn
flat, and everything oomes into the hands of Israel, exoept
those things which God demands shall be destroyed, end not

taken for a prey to themselves. You will recolleot, morsovsr,



that the mourning in conneotion with Dgvid was seven days.
I have already hinted that the two special feasts of Israsl's
Jear were seven days, and therefore the 1ast dey wes & olimax,
a seventh day. MNoreover, in the investigation for leprosy we
find in Lev. 13. 4, that the tesling tekes seven days. The
oné who has the plague is shut out of the gcamp seven dsys, and
the seventh day is brought before us in Lev. 14. 9 with regard
to the cleansing. Agein, in Num. 19 we find that if a man has
touched a dead body he must be sprinkled with the water from
the saorifice of the red heifer on the third dsy, and on the
seventh day; and on the Seventh day he shall purify himself
and wash his clothes and bathe himself in water, and shall be
clean at even. You will recolleot how, in 1 Sam. 10. 8 Samuel
instruetdd Seul to weit seven days until he should oome down,
and how 3aul waited nearly the whole of the seven deys, and
then foreed himeelf and offered a burat offering insfead of
leaving everything unto the Lord. The time of fasting at
the dsath of Saul by the men of Jabesh-gilead, was seven days,
So the seventh day waes THE CLIMAX. 4gain and again, and agein,
this is brought before ws. The seventh day, & day of complete-
ness, and oftentimes of rest and pesce and rejoioing. You will
notice that as "seven" 48 an odd number, it has a pecnliai
reference to God. Hence, the Sabbath is first oalled, not
man's Sabbath, but the Sabbath OF THE LORD.

We pass next to oonsider Revelation, and the many

Sevens there. It will be & healthy exercise to sit down and



write how many "sevens" one could RECOLLEC? from sush & book, in
which there are ¢ meny. We find the seven ohurches likened to
seven lampstands, the seven angels likened to seven stars, the
seven 8esls, the seven trumpets, the seven thunders, the seven
vials; nor must we forget the seven Spirits of God. We have the
seven, moreover, in Adantichrist's travesty, and in Sstan's parody
of the things of God, for we read of 3atan, the dragon, a8
having seven heads, and the beast Antichrist hss seven heads, -
seven heads representing seven mounteins AND seven kings. In
overy case we get the thought of man's PEACE, but fhere 18 mo
peasce (1 Thess. 5). So Antichrist mekes a covenant for SEVEN
years with Israel, but we lmow the brokenm middle and solemn end
of his covenant 48 the Lord's arising to judgment. 4h, the Lord
stops him short, for frem the Lord's stendpoint it 18 not a half
and three years, but three years and a half. God outs man ghort
in the midst (Hab. 3.1,2). God undoes msn's peass. God sfeps in
snd alters man's millenniwm that there may be the glorious peads
of the Seventh thousand yesrs, when the Lord shall reign
gloriously upon Mount Zion, even before His ancients. How
bright and blessed snd happy 18 the prospect that is brought
before us. A1l the Sevens of Revelation sesm %o briag before us
that that book is the olimax, the heading up. I% 18 what we
antioipate that Revelation 1s the fullest book of "seven"
proportionately, throeughout the Soriptures, unless we also take
Levitious and the sacrifioial arrangements.

We now coms to consider "seven" in connsotion with



7.

ohronology. Not oaly have we the seven days &n the week, not
only the seventh month of Israel's year as & desply important
one, but, furthermore, every seven years there was a sabbaliocal
year by God's appointment. And then, just as there were seven
sevens of days to lead up to Pentecost (whioh Isrsel- are now
professing to keep while we are gathered hers, - sh, we should
pray for them), - just a8 there were Seven sevens of days, there
were Seven Sevens of years to lead up o the Jubilee, and seventy
gevens to lead up tothe fuller Jubilee; Bor God forgives until
seventy times seven, and then will choose Israel again. So we
have brought before us the chromology of Scripture as nothing
haphazard, but as bringing befors ws God's plan, God's order
of .21l God's appointment of everything. And we have yet one
more multiple of Seven, not indioated in so many words, but
implied. A day is with the Lord as a thousand years; and 80
we have the wBek, not of years, but of thousands of years,
leading up, @8 we have &een, %o the millennium when our
beloved Lord shall come and reign gloriously, and His people
shall reign with Him.

So, dear friends, we faoe, in every connsotion, Sevdn
as suggestive of perfestion, completensss whether of good or
haed, or that whioh is in itself neutral. The perfestion of
good, where we read, for example, of the sevenfold sprinkling;
the completeness of evil, where Balsk has his Seven altars, or
where we read thet not only are six things an abomination, but

that Seven thines are those hated by our glorious God; and &
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NEUTRAL seven, used by Satan, but overruled by God, where we are
t0ld of the seven times, for example, thh fire made seven times
botter. I need hardly say that the objeot was wiocked, but the
mention of the word seven there rather suggests completeness in
& neulral senss.

But, oh, dear friends, it is not senough for us to
learn history, not snough for us to search into the Scriptures
and see their arrangement. We want a spiritual blessing. 4h,
we want in connection with this spirituel blessing to go further
than merely the mentions of seven; we want to gabther yet other
passages together, end then to ponder them all before the Lord.
We are not alwsys told where the number "sSeven" i3 used. For
example, we read of the sevenfold Spirit of God in Isaiah 11.
Surely Revelation looks bafk to this, and we see the completensss
of the operations of the Jpirit of God. Now all these things are
brought before us to remind us, that God is not the duthor of
coanfusion, but the Author of peace, that His Words are wondrously
arrenged, that He Who has stauped His Word with "Seveng" and
stamped nature with "seven" is the God of perfeotion, the Author
of both nature and Soripture, which harmonize So wonderfully.

I have only fringed the subjest. I have not evea
mentioned in explanation the very first passages to any great
extent, (for exampls, Cain avenged sevenfold) but slmost all
the passages will illustrate the great point just now before us,
and oh that our hearts may be kindled with love to the Lord for

all He is, and all He has done for us. Oftentimes the utterances

of the Lord Jesus upon the oross of Calvary have been divided
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in seven. It is possible that we should divide {them into sight,
but if we take the aumber "sevea" or "eight" we havs 8222%222&
Spiritual lessons, as elsewhere. OCertain it is that He wrought
& complete work which led up to resurrsetion, for eight is a
re8urrection number. He aocomplished a complete work when He
died for our sins; - delivered because of our offences, that

we the guilty and worthless might be saved by His 1life and blood,
and drawn into fellowship with Himself to live with Him becauss
we are in Him for ever. Sesing that we look for God's sevens

of warning and of judgment fo come upon this earth, what manner
of persons ought we to be in all holy conversation end godliness.
Oh how low oftentimes is our spiritusl experience, how low is
our standpoint of 1life, Let us be arouwsed from our stupor

Lot us waif on our God for strengthening, that we may enter

more into the fulness of His will for us, that we may, now thaet
the week hes been changsd in ite order though not in its number
of days, eater into the spiritual lesson whioh is now suggesfed -
one day of rest to lead to six WORKING days. Completensss once
more, completensss firat beocause of the work of Christ, and

then pressing forward to completeness with our obedience on

that basis. Bsloved friends, we need fo have more of this
obedience in the Spirit on the basis of the finished death and
resurrection of our beloved Lord, ¢ 8ix working days; obadiencs
because Baved; more of & completehess of obedience, a ocomplete-

ness of love, until that day dawn when we SHALL enjoy & oomplete
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obedience and shall have a oomplete love by the gracious powsr
that 18 even now able to subdue a1l things ubto our Lord Himself.
Ch that we might live victorious lives.

————— - e e -

Further literature, concerning the Lord, gladly sent (international) to

exercised believers for personal perusal, and passing on to God’s

glory, some also in German, Spanish, Russian, Polish, Czech, Romanian:
[ — “To Testify the Gospel of the Grace of God.” - ]
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