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Reed Bx, 27 and Rev, 21,

Our subject this evening, desr friends, is the number "four"; dut as
there was some 1ittle alteration of our plan as to the number "three”, I
want to revise briefly that Bihle study. Some of us saw last week a rumber
of occurrences of "three" in Seripture, First, direct mention, For exsmple,
we are told of two or THREE witnesses; of thst which wss done threé?kg;
three days Journey into the wilderness; the third day, Sesondly, indirect
mention, - "Holy, Holy, Holy#", concerning God, As to men, "Shem, Ham snd
Japheth" for example, three specisl men whe are mentioned together, We read
of God as the God of Abraham, Issac and Jaocob, Before the kingdom was
divided, in comnection with Israel there were Ssul, Dsvid end Solomon, whose
120 years remind us thet Moses' 120 yeers were divided into three perts,

The Redrew Seriptures are divided into three parts; the Law and the Prophets
and the Psalms, (or the "writings" as the third part is now named), We saw,
furthermore, something of the spiritual teaching of the number "three", Like
all odd numhers it seems to have speoial reference to God, "One" brings
forwerd His unity, end "three" His triunity, Again, we noticed that it latd
& stress on completeness; completeness in a heavenly sense; not the com-
pleteness which seven brings hefore us, that is rest; not the completeness
of the fellowship of ten, nor the completeness of government which the
numher twelve indicates; bhut & completeness, This is hrought out with ree
not a fourth
gerd to the Triune Nature of God Nimself, There is kmmwkiwarduowidk person,
Then again, when God would in NMis infinite merey pick out three men's names,
Abrahem, Isasc and Jacob, there is a completeness suggested, The God of
Abreham, the God of Isasc and the God of Jacob, In the mouth of two or

THREE witnesses every word estadlished, Not more than three, Two--the
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smallest number of witness, Three - the olimax, DPeter was warned three
times of the way in which he would deny the Lord - three times, The sheet
wss let down to Peter in Aets 10 three times, The finished nature of Christ's
work was demonstrated very menifestly on the third day, The third days of
Seripture are very interesting, We find the three days going into the
wilderness in Exodus, Then we have mention of the three days as to crossing
the Jordan, Three dayas are found in the time of Rehoboam, Three days in
Hosea 6, Three days as to our beloved Lord, Other instances might be notioog
all douhbtless with meny spiritual lessons, and often suggesting a complete-
ness, Much teaching is elear at once, We readily see in the number three,
when speaking of God, an allusion to His Triune Nature, "Holy, Holy, Holy"
emphasjzes that Triune gg:::i. The High Priest's blessing introdueced by
the words "The Lord bless thee and keep thee" (Num, 6:24-27) has three parts,
to reveal God as Triune, not three Gods, hut three Persons, One God,

And now this evening we come to the number Four, We must first of all
collect some ocourrences, We will not have the explanation &t the outset,
but consider what they are, In Exodus 26:32 we read with regard to the
veil, that it was hanging upon four pillars, In Exodus 27, the alter is
four-gauare, and has the four horns, & contrast with the four horns of
Zeeh, 1, 'We ecan all eall to mind some of the expressions with the numbder
four in Seripture, The four living creatures, rendered "beasta" of Rev,

4 and 5, The four contrasted wild beasts of Dan, 7, The four winds of

the heaven, The four corners of the earth, In Jer, 15:3 God, speaking of
judgment, alludes to four Xxinds; that is to say, four different forms of
jvdgment which He would send upon men who were simning egainst Him, In Jer,
49:38 we resd "And upon Elam will I bring the fowr winds from the four
ouarters of heaven", Then spart from these ooccurrences of four, ws have
numerous passages that give the word "fourth", "The fourth river is
Euphrates™ 1ln Gen, 2, God's Judgments are on the third and fourth genrera-
tion of those that hate Him, I need hardly say that we have a stiress on
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the fourth, sentral day in Gen, 1; and in the high priest's breastplate we
go as far as the fourth row, The fourth watoh of the night is also mentioned,

Here then are Just a few ocourrences, A Concordance will give many more,

But can we go further than a Concordance! witd—we—men—moma, But—gwr=se
o= r-tiir—s—Conoordasse® . I think we ocan and should, Where 1is the

numher four brought forward apart from its direct mention? Will you turn
to Rev, 5:9, "They sung a new song", and so forth, - "Thou hast redeemed
us to God by Thy dlood, out of every kindred, and tongue, and people, and
nation” (four). Now come to 7:9, - "After this, I ¥akdk beheld, and lo,

a great multitude, whieh no man could number, of all nations, and kindreds,
and peoples, and tongues", Beloved friends, let us not, while thinking of
the numher four, forget the blessed teaching brought hefore us here, con-
cerning sinners saved by grace standing befors the Lord, It is a bright
and dleassed prospect, In Rev, 11:9 we have & contrast "dnd they of the
people, and kindreds, end tonguss, and rations (four) shall see their deud
bodles three days and a half, and shall not suffer their dead nodies %o be
put in graves," Nor are these all the occurrences in Revelation, 1 seflected
those three because thay are helpfully remembvered, - 5:3; 7:9; 11:9, Here
is a memory support, the same verse in each chapter, In chapter 5:13 we
read "And every ereature which is in heaven, and on the earth, and under
the sarth, and sueh as arz in the sea (four), and all that are in them
heard I, saying, Blessing, and honor, and glory, and power (four) %he unto
Him thet sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb for ever and ever, ind
the four living creatures say, émen", Four is plairly stemped there, though
unmentioned verbally, except in regard to the four living ones, Then &gain
we recollect the four coverings of the tadernacle, - "Fine twined linen,
the goats heir, the rams' skins dyed red, and the badgers' skins", furthere
more, we c¢all to mind how that God sald Israel were to pick out the Passe
over Lamb on the tenth day, and saerifice it the fourteenth - four duys,

Then again we recolleet the four thousand yesrs between the creation of Adam
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and the coning of the Last Adam, Our heloved Lord fed five thousand on
one oocasion, He also fed four thousarnd, This number 1is particularly given
to us, In several places where we have tha mimber seven, four 1s marked
off in that number, Our bsloved Lord gave seven parables, (parallel with
Rev, 2 and 3) in ¥att, 13, as well as a elimax paradle concerning the house-
holdzr, TFour of those were spoken to the people, In the seven letters to
the engels of the seven churches in Revelation, four esre marked off from
three irn the way in which they arrange the closing words, Then in Rev, 6
where you have the seven unsealings, the first four are linked with the
living creatures, the last three are not, Sufficient has surely beer said
to show that God has a wonderful struoture, & wonderful arrangement in His

precious dook,
And novw dear friends, we have to come to that which is peculiarly

helpful if owr hearts are in a right condition, What is the teaching that
God has wrapped up in this subject for US? I do not think that everyone
must Jmow about the number four, and about all the other numbers of Serip-
ture hefore being saved, or before going into God's presence, It 1s hlegsed
to know that grace can not only reach to those who are wnworthy, - i1t slweys
reaches to such, for none of us are worthy, bdut can reach to, and continue
with, those who are ignorant, Here 1s sn aged cottager, he has never had
any training at all in the Seriptures, he hss heen defilart against God all
His 1ife, He can he seved hy grace, however aged, ard not able to leurn
muchy and I believe that God esn teash that man, But, beloved friends, if
God has given to us not only minds, but oprortunities to study the deeper
things of His book, WE sin i1f we neglect these opportunities, We sre not
sged cottagers living far off from gpportunities of study, God hes given

us opportunities, and we are responsible hefore Him to meke the most 8f our
opportunities, and to understand as much as we can of His precicus teaching
in His precious book, We can never become too much acquainted with the

Bible, It is possidle to be proud of a misconceived cleverness, but we
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cannot be too much ecouainted with the dook that God has graciously given
to us, And it bhscecmes us if we are those who honor Him as the Giver of
Seripture, it becomes us to try and find out why He says "four" in some m

vlaces, and why He puts four words together., He has & reeson for everything,

There is no chence in nature, there is no chance in Seripture, there 1is no
ehsnoe in grace, The Holy Spirit is willing te lead us, May I first of
all meke a general statement, The number four is, like the other EVEN nunm-
bers, connected with that which is earthly - not NECESSARILY in & sinful
wey: « God's work in the earth is ineluded, Two 1s the nuiher of earthly
witness particularly, Four is the world-wide number, Six is men's number
and suggests earthly work, Eight 1s a resurrection number, and therefore
implies that which has beer in the grave, Ten is the number of fellowship
revealed upon earth, Twelve 1s the number of earthly government that is
well pleasing to God, and so forth, All these ZVEN numbers have this under
lying thought, The odd numbers, as we have seen, particularly refer to God
Herein seems a general Soriptwral principle, KNow God has clearly merked
out what the number four is to teach, It is not specially & nuhber vhich
speaks of sin as Sin, but of that which is worldwide, OQur very English
contains the same idea, "The four corners of the earth" has hecome an
English expression, Not that we think there are four corners to the world
YEREXX on which we live, but the expression signifies that which is worlde
wide, So we speak of the four winds of hesven, and we always know there
are but four points of the compass: - North, south, east and west, This
is readily understood, So we agree that four is the world-wide number,
Throughout Seripture this importent lesson seems marked upon it, Shall we
therefore seek, by grace, to apply this prineiple to some of the passages
et whieh we heve slready lookéd, and to others? We take the mention of
Cod's gracious dringing back of Israel in Isa, 11312, "And He shall set up
an ensign for the nations, and shall assemdle the outcasts of Israel, and

gather together the dispersed of Judah from the four corners of the earth”,
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What is the thought here? Evidently that our gracious and glorious God
will Ptring His people Israel from ALL parts of the world., That 1s plainly
the thought, "He That scattered Israel will gathar®, You know how the Jews
are to he found everywhere at the present time, But God will gather them
from all parts of the earth in that wondrous day, He will do that which
will be the oprosite of His Judgment at Bavel, He will gether from among
Israel in ell parts, and from the nations as well, irto Jerusalem, for out
of Zion will go forth the law, and the word of the Lord fronm Jeruselenm,
Turn back to Cenesis 2, We sre told ooncernirg the garden of £den in verse
10 "A river went out of Eden to water the garden, snd from thence it was
parted and became into four heads", "And the fourth river is Guphrates”.
Thue here we have four, and an emphasis on the fourth, 4s to the four, we
bave a beautiful pisture of God's wonderful grace going out, not from an
eerthly Eden, but from the Lord Jesus, wlth world-wide blessing, HE is the
Tree of Life, The river of the water of 1ife comes out from the throne in
Rev, 22, 1In Eden we have four heads, The river divides off from Eden, as
if to suggest God's grace from Christ reaches to men of all races, all kinds,
2ll oonditions, in all parts of the world, Euphrates is the river on which
Babylon wes afterwards built, and Babylon wes the first great city against
God, The city of world-wide power in the past, and world-wide pover in the
future! The center of men will net be London, but Babylon, Thus the fourth
river is Euphrates, Four is & world.wide number, I might mention too, that
the fourth day in Genesis is associated with God's srrangement of the lights
in the firmamont, to divide the day from the night, and God added, Let them
be for signs, &nd for seasons, and for days, and yeers, and Ile particularly
vuts them in the firmsment m to give 1light upon the earth, Thus the fourth
dey is associatezd with that which is wecrld-wide, The sun, moon and stars,
as we know, are world-wide in their power, In Psalm 19 we read of the sun
going on its course over the whole world, "Their line is gone forth through
all the world", and so forth, It is appropriate this should bYe on the
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fourth dsy, Then as to the world-wide aspect of four, think of th CPour
living creatures in Revelation, I believe theys:re a picture of God's
world-wide salvation and His blessing, Not only salvation to persons, but
also deliverance for the animal creation, if I might so put it, You re-
member how in the ark, animals were there &s well as Koah's family, and it
may be noticed that the living creatures had faces of animals as well as
of & man, The four living creatures possibly sugrest what will be brought
throurh the wondrous finished work of Christ, even to the enimal creation.
World-wide hlessing! Of necessity the contrast with the four living orea-
tures is to be found with the four wild beasts of Daniel 7, But what &re
THOSE four wild beasts? Look at the beginning of that chapter, The four
winds strive upon the Great Sea, and out from that sea there came four great
begsts, and they are explained to be kingdoms upon earth, world-wid%king.
doms! The first one was the Babylonian kingdom, - an empire we eall 1%,
4 world-empire, We behold world-wide kingdoms AGAINST God, In Revelation
there are four living creatures, what a contrast! The latter round about
God's throne, not trying to take the throne, While we are speaking of
Rev, 4, let us recollect that we saw God saves out of all peoples, nations,
lenguages and tribes, In Rev, 5, in Rev, 7, ete, Why this fourfold deserip-
tion? Te tell us that His salvation is world-wide, but not universal, Xen
out of all rades are met by grace, What wondrous mercy is poured out, There
is the same aspect in Cen, 10, Where God would deseribe men in &)l parts
of the world, He uses a fourfold deseriptioh, Gen, 10, as you know, con-
cerns the families of Shem, Hem and Japheth, who with Noah were the four
men in the srk, Concerning the sons of Japheth we read, "By these were the
isles of the Gentiles divided in their lands,every one after his TONGUE,
efter their FANILIES, in thelr FATIONS", Gentiles, tongues, families, na-
tions, Note, too, verse 20 concerning Hem, "These are the spns of Hem,
efter their families, tonguss, contries, nations" (four), Again verse 21,

These are the sons of Shem, after their femillies, after their tongues, in
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their lsnds, after their nations, (four), Thus we have brought bhafore us
a fourfold mark, and 1t is notable that Nimrod, the first great tmilder,
huiltds four cities: Babdel, Erech, Accad, Calneh; and then goes to Assyria
and builds four further cities, Nineveh, Rehoboth, Calah, Resen, He 13 the
first world-wide monareh of wiokedness, as Antishrist will he the last, and
the nunber Zour 1s stamped upen Nimrod's work,

Yay I remind you in this connection that we have four Gospel narra-
tives cf the Lord Jesus bhringing hefore us hasutifully thst His salvation
13 for sinners of all races, of all clasaes, 5f all conditions., In acsord
with thig we find that the alter had four horns, Further, in accord there.
with, we notine that for {the gate of the sourt was a hanging of 20 oubits,
their pillars four, and their sockets four, - a world-wide salvstion brought
before us, given to sinners of ALL reces., Not only will ovr helovad Lord
heve dominlon from sea to sea, and from the river to the ends of the eerth
when He oomes hack again, dut now He seves from sea to ses, and from the
river to the ends of the earth, - rot only shall all nations serve Him then,
but men out of ell netions are saved by Him now, He can save black men as
well as white men, FHe can save & Centile as well as a Jew, "Greeks end
Barberisns", ssid one of old, were united in Christ, So is it today, Men
of all races who are brought down by infinite grace are brousht hy the Holy
Spirit's to the Lord Jesus, the One Saviour, In this conreetion it is ine
teresting to notice that the fourth commendment in the ten commandmerts of
Exodus 20 1s a sommandmen® whigh speclelly drings before us the earth, The
earlier commsndments particulsrly have reference to God, dbut this mentions
earth, In the diseiples' »rayer, "Our Father Which art in heaven, let Thy
Name be hallowed, Let Thy kingdom come, Lot Thy will bYe done on esrth as
it 1s in reaven, Give vs day by dey the bresd that comes upon us", The
fourth "line", as it were, mentions "EARTH", and the first petition thet
deals with the needs of men is the fourth, Throughout Seripture we find a
gimilar idea, We have already noticed Jeremiah 15, with four world-wide
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Judgments, The sheet in Acts 10 that spoke of a world-wide salvation was
knit at the four corners, - likewlse seen in the four coverings of the taber.
nacleiet us next notiee some eompounds of four, and the multiples of four,
Forty is an interesting number, I will not take it now at any length, it
Wwill be ours later on, But you recolleet how our heloved Lord was tempted
in the wilderness, in connection with the tempting for forty deys and forty
nights. You remember, furthermore, how God's servant Yoses was on the mount
forty days and forty nights in conneetion with the giving of the law, You
Tememher, too, the forty yesrs when Israel desired a king, of Saul and of
David and of Solomon, Forty is interesting and solemn in these passsges,
Then the word "Damascus", 1t hss well been pointed out, has a numerical
value of 444 ( the four Hebrew letters have a value of 4, 40, 300, 100 and
add up to 444), and Damascus gtands out as practically the oldest eity in
the world, Here we have then brought bYefore us maltiples of four contain-
ing the same teaching, What 1s twelve? It is three multiplied by four, It
1s God's work linked with that which is world-wide, 4 covenant on earth,
We have the numher twelve coming oft hefore us in the book of Revelation,
(218t chapter), What is there shown? God's covenant as to earth, God's
control of earth, Twelve - four multiplied by three, The word "foursquare"
which oacurs there might Just he noticed, We are also told that the altar
wag foursausre, pieturing a world-wide salvetion, The length, treadth snd
haight of the Holiest of All were all equal, - suggestive of g finished
work, The heavenly Jerusalem is thus appropriately said tc be foursquare,
4nd there are gates on all the four sides as if to weloome from all parts, -
& world-wide work, The feeding of the four thousand should, I think, bve
cerefully distinguished from the feeding of the five thousand, as to its
typical teaching, 1In the Tesding of the five thousand there were twalve
basgkets full over, as if to suggest that the present dispensation 1s to he
followed by God's gracious work for the twalve tribes of Israel, But look
at the feeding of the four thousand, Will you turn with me to the Gospel
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of Yatthew? We have the feeding of the five thousasnd in Matt, 14 and the
feeding of the four thousand afterwerds in Matt, 15, The disclples ere called'
end the Lord Jesus seys, "I have compession on the multitvde, because they
continue with me now three days, and have nothing to eat: and I will not
send them sway fasting, lest they faint in the way, And His disclples say
unto Him, Whence should we hevs so much bread in the wilderness &s to fi11
80 great a multitude? And Jesus xwk saith unto thew, How many loaves have
ye? and they said, Seven, snd a few little fishes, And Le took the saven
loaves snd the fishes, and gave thanks, &nd dbreke and gave to His disciples,
end the disolples to the multitude, And they did all eat, and were filled;
and they took up of the hroken meat that was left seven beskets full, And
they that a1d eat vere four thousand men, beside women and children", Heme
we have seven over, - seven, a complete numbsr, not twelve, I believe the
feeding of the five thousand typifies the present dispensetion, The feeding
of the four thousand would rather suggest the future dispensation, snd the
seven hagkets full remind us of perfection, and eternity bveyond, Thus the
number "four thousand", even as the number "four", has a world-wide eppli-
cation with reference to that future dsy, When our heloved Lord comes hack,
there will indeed he a world-wide work, There shall be something of that
world.wide rraise which we saw in Rev, 5, where we have the fourfold as-
oription wnto the Lord from all creation, Where there is the aseription
unto the Lord from His 'saved veople of the present time, it 15 a SErRfmiR,
sevenfold aseription; but 1f in snother place it 1is fourfold, there is
another sspect speeking of a world-wide work on eerth, "Blessing, and honor,
and glory, and power" creation says. The redeemed of the present dispensa-
tion give a sevenfold praise, for they are perfeoct in Christ Jesus, But
this 13 in connesction with God's hlesying on earth when the Lord Jesus aomes
back, So we have the four as the world-wide number hringing before us that

which 1s of earth, that which is complete as to earth, whether in Jusgment
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or in blessing, May it be ours in noticing the wonderful strueture of
Seripture to rejoice in the facts of Seripture, to rejolice in the world-wide
blessings of our gracious God, to rejolece in the wondrous completeness of
the finlshed work of the Lord Jesus; but also to realize at the same time
the solemnity of world-wide judgments of aomplete wrath, Beloved friends,
God Who had four Judgments in Jsremiah will have judgments in the future,
You know how we have seen In the seven unsealings that four are particulakly
brought together to remind of types of further judgment, and the trumpets
are divided into four and three, There shall be world-wide wrath, and
those who are not accepted in the blessed Tord Jesus Christ, who are not
saved by Iis finished work, rust fall under eternal wrath, If we are ssved
by grace, let us live in the Holy Spirit's power es those who heve heen
saved, - a separated people who feed upon the words of truth, and o*ey Him
Who has 8o graciously given to us guidsnce and instrnetion for all our

rilgrim days.
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