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1. Some Ocourrencas.

2. Genersl Teaching.

3. Thoughts on Fellowship.

4. Relation cf "ONE" and "TWO",

o e N E S SR .-

Shall we at the cutset turn to a nunber cf Seriptures
instead of reading ons chapter?

Gen. 1. 16, the first mention of "two" - "And God
made TW0 grest 1ights", The first mention in Exodus - ch. 2.13.
"IW0 men cf the Eebrews stxove together ... and Moses feared
snd zaid, Surely this thing is known".

Coning to the Later Soriptures, the first ocourrencs
of two - Matt, 4. 18, "And Desus walking by the sea of Galileeo,
#aw twe brethren, Simon oslled Peter, and Andrew his brother".
Verse 21, "iAnd geing on from thense He saw cther two brethren,
Jazes the son of Zobedse, und Jchn his brother,...and He called
them". Ths third menticn of "two" - ¢h. 6. 24, "Ko msn ocan
8erve Ywo masters, for either he will hate the one and love the

other; else he will hold to the one, and despise the other.
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Ye osnnot serve God and mammon”.

Next a passage that has ssversl "twog" - Deub. ¢.
Israel are here brought before us &8 sinning against God under
mount Sinail, and there is & speciel stress on W0 tables cf
stone. Verse 11, "And it came {0 pass at the end cf forty days
and forty nights, tbat the Lord gave me the tvwo tebles cf stene,
even the tables of the covenant. 4nd the Lord sald unte me,
Arise, get thee down quickly frem hence; for thy people which
thou hast brought ferth out of Egypt bave cerrupted themselves;
they are quickly tumed aside cut of the way which I commanded
them: they have made a moltsn image. Furthermore, the Lord
spake unto me, saying, I have seen this people, 2nd behold it
is a etiffnecked pecple; Let ie alons that I may destroy them,
and blot out their name from vnder heaven, and I will make of
thee & nation mightier and grester than they. 80 I turned and
eam& down from tbe mount, and the mount Burned with fire; and
the TEO tebles of the coverant were in my TWO hands. And I
locked, and bebold, ye had sinned agalnst the Lord your Ged,
snd had mads you a molten calf; ye had turned aside quickly out
of the way vhich the Lord had cormanded you. 4nd I took the
TWO tables and cact them out of my TWO hands and brake them
before your eyes. And I fell down before the Lcrd, as at the
first, fcrty daye end ferty nights". Oh. 10. 1, "At that time
the Lord said untc me, Hew thee TWO tsblee cf stone 1like unio
the first”.

Well, desr friends, we kave there brounght before us
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8 few oacurrences. I was about to say I do not kncw whether the
other numbers which we shall sesrch into will prove as "interest-
ing" as thie number "two", but we must not distinguish between
perte of Soripture truth, though our sppreciation varies. 1If,

in mercy, other themes prove as interesting snd blessed in our
eéxparience, as the one now before vs, we shall indeed have
spiritusl fassts of precious things, If you have already looked
vp the subject at all for this evening, you must have been
impressed, you must have been helped. You muat bs wandering very
far frow the Lord, desr friends, unless you already have a
blessing frem the number "two". It is full of inatrwotion; it is
rick with bldeeing. Sball we consider at the oubtsel, general
teacking wrapved up in the number "two"? What is two? It is one
plus one. Cr, if yeu take one thing end divide it into two, this
mumber then implies division; that is to say, you ean either
connect it with additicn or divisicen. Addition may be fellowship,
OR may be guarrelling. 2Two are needed for friendehip, es well as
for a quarrel. Divisicn mey be desiradble division, it may bde a
godly separstion. There are TWO classes in the world, we say.

Or TWO may be an undesiradle division, - an 1sclation; or it.may
be a fellowshiv division. Just as we reslize we have two hands,
two arms come forth from our ona body, a fellowship division, so
we realize that thers are many thoughts wrapped up in the number
"two", a2nd we need tc be very careful and. prayerful that by the
precicus lesding of the Holy Spirit we may understand each part
of the teaching, so es to apply smght in each osse. lMay I Just
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further say that "two" oan be a number of dependense? There is
the first one who is sbsolute, and the second one who depends

on him, "Two" is an excesdingly precious study in the Scriptures
of truth., We have geen already thet the number "two" sometimes
brings before us feilure. Ah, beloved friends, how often this
is so. Take, for exmmple, the book of Genegis. HNere we have
geversl beginning "twos". You remember how G0d ereated Adam and
built up Eve, but in the family cf Lazesk, in that sad second
section cf the history of Adam's family, dealing so much with
sin, we read how that Lamech married TWO wives. Tunere are
goveral other "twoe" connected with wives in Genesis, and they
always supgest feilure. We think of Abrahem's failure, we think
of Jsaob's family. OFf course there vas a larger number thsrs,
but toere was at first the strese on tha IWO and the failure
brought about.

Not only so, but we find in {the SECOND Psalm man's sin
brought before uws meriedly. Then it has been well poigted out
that the book of Judges is & IECOND book, soming after Joshua.
Man's feilure, men's xuin, again und sgain, - man's two, in
Seripture, suggests this tc our hearts; that is to say, "two”
implies cftentimes 8 contrast, men contrasted with God, man
againgt Ged. God is Ons, the Lord our God is One. I am not
now dealing witt His Triune Nature, that is another subject
altogether, but Ue is One as distinct from idols, as digtinet
from cther goés. If there be ANOTHER, He vwill not give His

glory to that cther. The bringing in of & second cne would be
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failure, ruin. "Twe", thorefore, is ofttimes a number which
spesks of man and man's failure, and the introdnction of something
of man where Gcd has merked out His own precicusness and glory

and will.

But "two" is also, as we have seen, the number of
fellownhip., Amos 3. 3 says, "Can TWO walk together, exoant they
be agresd?" for, exoept they have met), Here is the number of
harmony. John 8, 17 reminds us the witness of fwo men is true;
and throughout Soripture you will find a atress upon "two" in
Pellowehip. In the book of Genesis this is so. Alas, it may be
& sad fellowahip. Twioe over the word "both" comes in the
English {sctuslly the word "two"), with respect to Adam and Eve,
when they sinned against God., & guilty pair. ™IWO" in their
8ins away from God, - an swful fellowsbip. Dut very frequently
there is a precicus fsllcwsbip. You know the wondrous “two™ of
Gonesis 22, Abraham ard Isaac ars going up the appointed
mounteln, in the lend of Morish. They have left behind the
sorvant. They went beth of them (TWO of them) together, - faint
pleture of the precicus fellowehip between the Pather and the
Son, when, ovr beloved Lord &ied on Calvery, snd it pleased
Jehoveh to bruise Fim. Agnin we see two engele together in
connastion with Lot, for the Lord having come with two of His
angels to Abrohsm, sent the twc angels on to Lot. You do not
cften find one angel aloane in such connections, - "Two angels"
in fellowship. In aonnection with the resurrection of the Lord

Josus Christ thie is msrked, and in Acts 1, whers we have the



ascension of Ohrist, 1t is writien "While they locked up
stedfestly towerd heaven, ss Hs went up, behcld, IWO men steod
by them in shining upparel™. Again =nd egain God showe &

stress vpen TWO as the number of fellswship. This ie partieculse-
ly marked out in the types c¢f the tabernacle. There we have the
two oherubim, and the two onyr stones, en the high priest's
shculders. The lempstand, furthermore, hed its two sides: and
remember this, multiples of {we contein the same teaching as
two. If thero are three branches one side and three the cther,
you have two eides. Again the showbread was placed or two rows,
There are many "twos" with regard to the Tebernecle emphesizing
the fellowship of the Lord's people. Later on in the Seripture
we find, 1in the gathering of the saints, in 1 Jor. (4, that 1f
ona apoke by inspiration, there wsre to be TWO spesaking; and
you know the presious number of passages where we have two
servants of God togsther, - Moses and daron, Joshua and Ileszar,
3amuel snd David, Zerubbabel and Joshua, Haggui and Zechariah,
Ezra gnd Nehemigh. The Lord Jesus, furthermores, chose in more
than one occasion, two brethren, - Peter and Andrew, James and
John. Plainly there is fellowship in the first "two" of the
Later Soriptures, &nd when Fe sent forth the disciples, He sen}
forth "two snd two". Not only were the twelve thus sent, but
the seventy also "twe and two"., Afterwards st intioch the

Holy Spirit said, "Separate Me Barnabas and Saul for the work

whersunto I have called them" - two. Iater on, when Barmmbas

was away from Paul, Paul chose Silas, being recommsnded by he
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brethren to the grace of God. And so again &nd agein, throughout
Seripture, we find fellowship emphesized in conneatien »ith the
number two, whether the number 4wo is menticned cr only implied.
The laat "two"™ of Seripture i1s = beautifvl fellowship. We do

not find the word, but ths nvmber is there. "The Spirit AND the
bride sey,Clome”, - TWO. 4 wondrcus uwnity, 2 wendrcus commmnion.
"TWO".

But, dear,friends, not cnly is there the theught of
men's failure in twe, and of fellewship, but furthermeore, the
number two, 88 we have sesn, brings befcre ms 2 dependence. PBod
made two great lights, the lesser dspending cn the greater one
and ruling in the night. Agsin, twe mey not be man's failure,
it may remind of Cod's werk, putting scmething straight after
man's fsilvre. In this connectien we £ind that the book of
Bxcdus, the SECOND beok, ies 2 bock vhick tells much cf
Redompticn. Where men feiled, God stepped in. GOD worked, GOD
was noet defeated. Moses made twe tables of stene. 4nd this
leads ma t¢ notice another illustration of the teaching of "two".
Two 18 the numbsr of emphasis, confirmation, witness. The two
tsbles of stone really said, in that they were two - 1f any man
sins, there shall b2 TWO witnesases against him tc put him to
deal, - fsllovehip in judging him. Two stones, to strike him
tc the ground. The fellcwship of all God's lew is declared.

If s man breeks cne part, he breaks all. Confirmation, indsed,
is very similer to fellowship,

The two tebles of stone that Cod gave, yon remamber,

were broken, through men's sin. VWhat did God say to Moses?
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"¥eke thee two tables of stone like to tbe first™. The SECOND
two tables where God'e grace stepping in wherse man failed,

jugt as Bxcdus shows God's grace stepping in where man failed,
Where sin abounded, grace did much mcre abound. Whe was the
first in Adam's family? Cain, Two is eometimes the number cf
oontrast, as we have sesn; it implies God stepring in. THERE
is grace. We think of Abel the younger. Ve come aleng to
Abrahan's family, and note Ishmael first. 4h, but Ishmael
belengs to Hagar, and Hapar is mount Sinail, and is only lesafing
to bondege. But God has the child of promise, ISAAC. Says
Gal. 4, Theae are the two covenants, the old covenant - death,
the new covenant - grace stepping in. Take Esav and Jaoch.
Esau is the elder. Grece steps in and 1ifts up the Jacod of
the earth, to be an Israsel, a prince of God. I do not know
vhether any of our friends have worked out the interesting fact
that of the twelve tribes of Isrsel we are distinetly told, of
different wen in the Later Soriptures whe beleonged to six of
thom, i.e. six of the tribes are particulerly shown as bleased
in the 1life cf the Lord Jesus and of the apostles: and in svery
case those six out of the twelve were younger ones. For
example, the first four sons are as you know, Reuben, 3imeon,
Levi, Judsh. Levi and Judash - you oan find a man blessed frem
those tribes, but you cannot find one from Reuben and 3imeon.
And sd rizht through the twelve tribes, for in each case there
were the second coming in. Oracs, 8 new oovenant. God working.

A wondrous end o beautiful "two"; the "twe" cf God's separating,



aend thie is so throughcut Soripture. Hence we f£ind many lessons
are wrspped up in the generel teaching. May I mention & few
more psesages to you, and then we will ses how they fit in. In
Exodus, with reference to the Pessover, Israel were told to put
the blocd on the twe sideposts. Thers the "two™ denotes a
completenasss. Both gides of the door, - not merely ons side,
but on both sides, a finished work. I have already mentioned
that "twd' denotes a completeness. Heb. 6. 18 illustrates this
vory definitely, "That by TWO immuteble things in which it was
impogsible for God tc lie, we might have a atrong consolation
who have fled for refuge to lay hold of the hope set before us".
Then we have & desply importent atress upon W0 in Exodus, with
roegard to the two sockets under each boerd in the tabarnacle,
and the "two" tenons stretching cut, as if to suggest the two
hands, for the very word "tenons" IS the word "hands", and the
enthusiagm of God's people in laying hold of redemption. You
gee "two" often means a completeness, becsuse we have two hands.
To do ‘anything with cne hand is half-heertedly, but we do it
with two handswholehsartedly. Yet, "two" may sometimes denvte
failure even in this connection, for we read of some "with a
heart and a heart do they spesk", and a men of divided soul,
with two somls, is unstable in all his waye. It is s Dblessed
thing to have TWO hands to use for the Lord, but it is & sad
thing to havs twe hearts. There is a vast difference between

the TWO. God tas made our WHOLE physical frame to teach us

lossons. We see that somotimes it is important tc have "two",
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for it 1s the number cf fellewship, but in other thimgs it is
important to have only cne. We have only one heart; we have
two almcst of everything else in our physieal frame, but one
heart. One centre. KEven so we have one bdrain, ons mind. But
with the heart, particunlarly, we have & gstress on the oneness.
Now we pass on to consider YET mcre Pully God's
Teaohing as to fellcwship. You romember we fovnd in Mett. 6
that no one can serve two masters. There cammct be two masters,
but blessedly there can be two servents tc cne master - THAD is
& vast 4 fference. And throughout Soripture we have a stress
on the privilege of fellcwship. Beloved friends, let vs reslize
how valuable 1t is to have & fellowship in Christ. Jew and
Gentile one in Christ, a3 blessing - two - one. The two
cherubim ploture this. Agein, take the two loaves in the
offering of Penteccst, that were breught befcre the Lerd, saved
Jew and saved Gsntile - alike servants cf the Lord. You will
find In Soripture & stress on fellowship numbers, e.g. in the
Lots. We shall come to that theme more fully on scme other
ccoasion. The Lord delights in the fellowshiyp of ilis people
with Himself, and with cne another. There i3 such a stress on
communion with our God and commmion amoag ourselves. "Two"
is the number of fellowship, and the Lord delights that, His
people should enter into yhat this means. 3ut as we have geoen,
thers is an evil fellowship as well; thers is a sinful fsllow-
ship. We think of the TWO calves that werse set up in Dan snd

Bethel, - from north %o acut” re was the iniquity o
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Jeroboam, Fellowship in evil was manifest, even communicn
against God. It is a sad thing when we 8es men serving the
devil in unholy harmony. We remember how Jeremiah spoke of
prephet AND priest being profane. It is true we fird in
Israel's history at times the king and priest united to serve
God. But at other times the king and priest, as Ahaz and
Erijah, were united against God. Two in evil] Communion in
sin! Herod and Pilate made friends against the Lord - an evil
two, &n iniquitous two. Ansnias AND Sapphira hiding up something
from the Lord, their hesrts being together in their evil, in
thelr fellowship against God. Hymensws AND Philstus away from
God, sinning in the same way. Then again we have in snother
epistle of Panl, ohe of those two mentioned, but this time
named with Alexsander - Hymenw us and Alexander. 1t seems there
sre often two in evil. We think of the beast and the false
prophet in Rev. 13; the beast AND the woman of Rev. 17, two;
the fellowship of evil.

lastly we can sonsider the relation in Soripture
between one end two. First with regard to God the Father =nmd
God the Sen,"I and My Father are Ons" seid the Lord Jesus.
One in a btlessed unity of purposse; but how it might dse said in
another way, "They went Beth of Them together”. Even as the
Lord Jesus said, "My hand" and "My Father's hand", - a twofold
IMMUTABLE stress on security (ét%?‘lo. 28,29). TWO for
smphasis, ONE for unity and purpose. TWO for fellowship, for
the Only Begetten Son im 4in the bosom of the Father, union of

fellowship wondrously brought out.
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Then again fhink sbout the relaticnship of two and one with
respect Yo the LAF of God. Two fables, one lew. The objeot
of the number "fen", the ten commandrents, will come later on
in our stuwdy. Two tables, one law. Twc parts in every sense;
Jugt es in tbe disciples' prayer, two parts. The Godward and
the manward, and in the right order, but ONB in naturse. God
gave the one law, and one heart was tc contain the two. The
old law is calied the "covenant", ONE covenant though it had
the two parts.

Then we oan consider the relationship of two end
one with raspect to the Lord's people. We read conserning
Eve and her relationship to Adam, that God built up the bdride
for Adam, sand the words were uttersd concerning the union of
man and wife, they werse no more two out one. Thue with the
Lord's people, they realize they are dependent upon Him.

They are LiS3 than He is, but in a wondreue unity, they are
ong; one with Christ; their 1ife hid with Christ, viewed in
Christ, inseparadble from Christ, by wondrous grace. There
are many auggestive types that bring befcre us our unity with
the Lord Jesve. Xe speaks about His people as being cne
body, end Himself the Head. How precious is cur heavenly
privilegs. Then we have the one and the two in Mark 15. 38,
The veil 6f the temple was rent in TWAIN from the top to the
bo¥tom. Here 1s omne veil made as "two". In Bph. 2. 15 we
have just{ the contrast, "Having sbolishad in His Flesh the

enmity even the law of commandments contained in oriinances
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for to make in Himself of twain cne new men sc meking pesoe" -
one made twe; twe medl ome. I suppcse, dear friends, these
paseages are encugh to show us that there is much spiritnal
teaching in the relationship of one rnumbsr with sncther. One
made two. COur belcved lLord is piotured through the veil, that
is to say, His fleeh. His one obedience is seen in that
perfoct veil Just &s they said of His one rebe without sesm,
Let vs nct rend it - 1t was perfect. But why then should this
one be rent? God rent it. Mun did nct accomplish this.

"Rent in twain", NOT into & number of pieces. An earthquake
might heve broken it up into many parts, but it wes Divinely
rent in twe, from the top tc the bettom. If it had been from
the bottom upward it might have seemed a werk of wman. If it
had been frem the teop nearly to the bottom, there sould have
been no way threugh, though there might have been a seoing
throvgh. If it hed been from part of the way up to the bettom,
there would still have been an abssnce of a complete opening
in the top - the beavenly sspest. It wee rent ¥RON top TC
bottem., The way to God was opened in 8 heavenly msnnser; the
way was opened for pecple, saved frcm earth snd still on earth;
and the wey 1s completely open. bdt only RENT in two, as if
mystericvaly to make two rcbes, though caly cne in another
sense. To make one way! If it wore rent in thres, thers
would have bsen two ways. There is cnly one way, yot two
intended pieces to svrround any vhe ge in, and yet to be two
robes in snother sense, becsuce the Lord seves Jew snd Centils.,

The one made twe. DBut then we think of the two made c¢ne.
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Jows Jjad been brought near in certein privileges, but remained
far off in their heartzs. Gentiles were far c¢ff altogether,
That was the dispensational position when Christ was pleased
to die. But He mude in Himself of two ons new man; not only
made two one, but IN HIMSELF. You cannot join Jew and Gentile
outeide Christ. Otherwise there is cnly & humen smalgamation
and co-cperation, and all thess things are evil. It is only
in Christ there is trus unity. "To make in Himself of twain
one new man", tc beccme one - one with one snother and one
with Himself. The two of distinotness, of acontrast, sye of
opposition, yet brought together. The Jegigooked down on the
Gentile and the Bentile had hated the Jew, but now redeemed
ones from both - united - two made ons; united in Christ,
Christ the uniting Centrs. TYou remember how we noticed how
that God was pleased to scatter man's unity at Babel, and to
ereate a unity at Pentecost. We saw that last time, connected
with the number one, and it comes again in connection with
thie number two, for on léaving our subdject surely we must
foeel that almost all the teaching of the last fortnight comes
over again, Thers is the SAME stress upon fellowship and
communion. Beloved friends, this is no accident. God desirss
that His people might have more fellowship. We shall bhave
fellowship in the glory. Let us HAVE fellowship in the Holy
Spirit, on this earth. Fellowship in prayer, "Where two or
three are gathered"; fellowship in depending upon the Lord.

*he pranches coming out both sides of the lampstena’ T°110WSBIP
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in sarvice, "Hs sent them forth two and two". OFf o0ld in the
united church this was marked cut, and in the gifts then
granted to a lceal sssembly, "Let the prophets apeak two or
three". If any speak with tongues, the Holy Spirit said, Let
it be two cr at the most three. Though we have nct thoae
gifis that the early church had, theugh we do not speak with
tongunes, the princirle applies. I know that God in days of
ruin may, as in the timer of Jeremiash, raise up epecial
unities, and call servants of His to avkward positions of
isolation; but even in those days, whore there was a~ﬁg:§§¢§§
there was a Zocharish, where there was an Eara there was a
Nehemish, God delights in the unity of His people, and I
believe that even in thess dark days, which seem parallel with
the times of the Judges {and the Judges had to often stand
slons), yst often in thess fark days God will often grant the
privilege of fellowship in servics as well as He has granted
the privilege of fellowship in salvation. We look forward to
a day when our beloved Xord shall come back, - then His peovle
will be glorified with Him, they will have the glory of the
gun. "Then shall the righteous shine forth as the sun in the
kingdom of their Pather", There WILL be & wondrous unity
then, but I gupposs there will s8lso be fsllowshilp in service
in those daye, for you notice how in both parabdles that speak
of rewerd you have two rewarded ones. I allude to the two
parables of the ssrvants, the talents and the pounds - two

rowarded. The Lord delights in fellowship end it shall be
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seen in that day. We read in this eonnsction in 2 Tim. 2 that
in a great house thers are vessels of gold and silver and wood
and earth, some te¢ honour and some to dishonour. Everything
gesms to divide wp in that psssage into two's. Just as in
connection with the building of 1 Cor. 3 ws have all "twos",
gold, eilvef?ﬁ?ggh,-e$eﬁe7 hay, stubble. I need hardly eay
the dividen into two three's is an error there, - thare are
three two's, gold and silver, stone and wood, hay and stubble.
The last two involve a fellowship in sin. Whersver we havs
service we geem to have "two". DBeloved friends, God delights
in fellowship. Let us delight in that in which He delights.
May we emphasize fellcwship in the truth more and mors to HIS
GLORY!
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