| No. I

199.

:

“IF YE THEN BE RISEN WITH CHRIST, SEEK THOSE THINGS
WHICH ARE ABOVE, WHERE CHRIST SITTETH ON THE
RIGHT HAND OF GOD.” COL. 3. 1.

SCRIPTURE NUMERATION.

PART 1I1.

An Address (revised) at

Campbell Road, Bow, E.,

26th February, 1913.

by
PERCY W. HEWARD.

ACEETING ‘ROOM, 61, Upton Lane,
FOREST GATE, LONDON, E, 7.




NO. 199, SCRIPNERE HNUNRRATION.
PABRT 11I.

An Address by Nr. P. ¥W. Heward
Bow, E., 26th Feb., 1913.
CUTLING: ~
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Tananged resd:- 4o 2. Rev. £1. 9-17.

You will remember, dear friends, that last time, by
the graece of God we waw that Jsripture was altogether preoious, and
all-important, that there are wany numbers in Soriptura, snd that
nothing is without signification, teaching snd blessing. VWe 8aw that
various methods of study might be adopted. ¥We might, for szample,
considsr the direst stmtements as to numbers, or the words formed
froms numbers, or we might count the chromelogy snd see what events
were soparated by 40 yesrs or 49C years, or eny other speoisl) period.
It 18 preoiously true that in vericuos ways we may 8cek to underetanad
God's teasching through figurese. Moreover we had brought before us at
the outset a twofold omution, firset, ageainst fanoifulness; sescondly,
against saepirituality., We must not read into Soripture what 18 not
there. There is QUITE enough which 13 there to be brought out,
without our putting something in, whioh will only oovnfuse snd deorsase

the preciounsness, And in a1l our otudies we neod to bewsre lest

unspirituality should intrude, Satan tekes sdventags of everything:;

if we do hot study he certsinly takea advantage; 1f ws 4o study he

geems to take advantage. If there 15 & strese leid upon godly

dootrine, Saten will seek to ts:e &n advantege, to make an opinicn
that belief 18 more important then right sctivity. I1f, on the other
hand, we lsy n stress upon godly prectice, Satsn will strive toc draw
us aside to thinking that belief is not euch a ssrioue matter.

Onesidodness ias often the bane of Christisn experience. Wa need to
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be sll-round believers, - those who have & godly motivity in every
way at the #meme time. Srowing up unte Christ in all things 418 His
will. I do not mesn that while we are sitting down at a meeting,
we cani be serving the Lord in daily work, or presching the Gospel;
but it da deeply important, and let it be repsated, that we shoulad
be growing in greae and growing up to Christ in ALL things, &o that
we oan anjoy hegring the simple gospel over sgain, in its wondrous
sizplicity, occnoeraning Christ dying for ungodiy ones, but oan ALSO
enjoy the Adespest studies and comparison giaiéztﬁturo with Sorip-
turs, - Bo that we oan enjoy sitting down to/meditate, snd equally
enjoy getting up to say s few worde, if oalleld to do @0, to a soul
that Qod brings acvess our path. Beloved friends, we nesd to have
this spirituslity that will affeat the whole of cur livesz, Godlil-
ness 18 not meraly by crises snd spasmodisc progress, it is & WALK-
ING with God. ¥ith this thought in cur mind that we must beware
leat cur study deccomo, or be made, unspiritusl, we continune this
evening "Boripture Humeralion™.

I have slready taken a fow passages full of numbers;
new I want ¢tc 244 passing thovghts on them. First, you will
recollect we leoked st Jonesis, sand there we found very definite
numbers ccncsrnéng the deys with regsrd to the flcod. 1t 18 no
assident that Gof gives vs details. He thows Himself a3 & God of
crder, mnd the whole soene lives before us more, to say nothing
of the equelly important faot that by thooe numbers wo have
insight into a primitive way of reckoning weeks and years, whioch
is deeply irportant, when men are seeking to explsin away the
Early Soriptures, and, for exemple, makXe the 1ife of a Methuselsh
only 969 monthe. It iz deeply importanttbhet we sheuld see how
God has fere-armel His people sgainst ALL the wiles of the evil one.
Then, sgain. we had numbers with regard to Golisth of Gath. Golisath
i8 a type of Antiochriast - his boaating, hie security, bis moasuve-

ments snd materisls are sll wuggestive with respesat to that mighty

king who will yet erect his head and defy the Lord God of Iereel.

Then we looked at the book of Ezra. Now in that fecond ochapter
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of Ezra there BEM3 no srrangement of numbers. It 12 deeply important
to notice the ABIZNCE of arrsngemsnt acmetimes. €cod has stemped
wethod on many things, but not & visidle method en all. How thankful
we are to Him for this. 1If God made it & fixed rule to 2ave & certaln
porsentage of every family, how concerned ws should be, or if to
deliver » certain psroentags of each aity, how terrible the thought
would ®eem, OCne delights to notice the "irregularity” of numbers in
Fara, for one Bees the work of Sod's Holy dpirit, and the responsi-
bility of God's dear people whan they arse 8tirred up to go forward,
and one notioces how in vsrious pleces there are & large numbder of
one 81ty brought into dlessing, becsuss evidently some from that city
wore snthusiastio and were used of God to stir up othera who belonged
to the same oity that they might go back tc their own cld place once
more. Inaldentally I may mention the striking way in whioh the
padeages speoks of the men of a gertain CITI, when they had been away
from 1t for many years, - most of them haed never seeh 4t. This mods
of speaking is peouliarly interesting.. end apirituslly sugzsstive
to show how God keeps His purposes. Henoe lsrsel have always
rackoned in a similar wey, but the spirituaml lessen 1s laopt. If
you go round East London you will see the synagogue of ths men of
such and suoh a oity, - only 1t i8 such and sueh a eity in KUSSI1aA.
Not s¢ in Bzra 2. Those who wers in Babylon 414 not view themselves
a8 the men of this ocity or that oity in Bebylon, but rather as the
men of this oity or that ocity near Jerussalem, and 3o0d says the
captives were BRCUGH? BACE IO [HEIR CITYES.
In Revelation we havs numbsre Stamped very definitely.
e book 18 full of them - not simply because 1t is a book that
contains some 8imiles, - 1t 18 more literal than most of us think,
not simyly beosuse it is a book methodioally arranged, but becsuss
God would show us that there 18 a wondrous method in all His workings.,

It was no acoident that there wore twelve thibes; 1t wxae no sosotdent

th&t Christ chove twelve epostles. The messurement "twalye” keepa

on soming in the 218t chapter of fevelation. We have the 1iteral

twelve thrioe over, the twelve squared, snd the twelve thousanad

thrice over. It is a chapter of twelves, snd we shall £4ind the
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spiritusl tesohing of twelve later on in ocur studies. A4Ah, desr
friendis, God clearly marks CERTAIN anumbdrs in CERTALIN pasesges. EHow
osn we possibly think 1t 48 unimportant %o notise thie. It is our
duty end privilege alike to seek to find out ¥EY God stemps the
number 8ix on Antiohrist, and why God atamps the twioe six, the
twelve, on the heavenly Jerusalem: why God stanps the eix on
Antichrist, snd why God stamps the seven oa His seals, trumpets,
thundere aad visls, connested with wrath.

Te pass next to coneider that number is stanped upon
BATRE. I suppose that every chéld of God is at some time in his
or her life amazed at natura. I was thinking only toe-dsy, in
another connsodion, &istinct from the sudjeat before us to-night,
that 4f God's worka 4n nature sre 80 wonderful, so varied, so
besutiful, should woe not expeot a 3idle of extraoriinaery csharacter?
If the Soripture i3 by the same Author as nature, snd we know it is,
and we see such wonderful workings in nature, 4¢ we not expeoct
wonderful workings in SoriptuweR® 1Is it strange to us that there
are strusctures innumeradle, that there are hidden lesrons beyonid
reckonigg? Is 4% "peculiar” in our opinion that we have never
801ved the Yepth of the Yoripture? By no wesns, If we are at &ll
walking with God, we expeot such & wonderful book., key I go & 8fep
further? 1IT the &ame 30d Who has made nature 8c bessutiful snd
glorious, has guiokened us to a living hepe by the resurreotion of
Jesus Chriest frof the dead, 80 we not realise the work in ourselves
muet be & WONDERFUL work with WONDERFULLY manifest snd spiritually
powerinl results?

Weo come bLaock to nsture. That nature ie orderly, sll must
sgree. God ha® not almply put things together in a haphaxard style.
1 belisve that we do find disorder SOMETINES in nature, beosuse God
has permitted that sin hes interfered with the order that wouwld
have existed if sin had XOT ccme into the world, - but in His
infinite mercy God has not psrmitted sn absolute asonfusion; there
i8 more order in nature than discrder, as 1f to tell ue that GOD is
greatsr than sin, and that God will have the victory, and carry out

His pérppses. We lock round, in conneotion with nature, firet upon
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the heavens which deolare the gloxy of 30d and the firmament which
8howeth His handywork. We find there a wondrous srrangement and
order. Goad has indeed plenned everything soc that the sun, moon and
ataro keep their appointed espherss. True there are sugzgestions of
Juldgment with regard to en%:?moon, and, in some ways, the starry
heavens bring bdbefore uve that God has permitted punishment on sin to
disarrange, for God allows that meteors should appear as stars in
the midst of the stsrs and 88 they come shooting down that they
should bring before us #llustrations of that passsge “I heheld
Saten as lightning £all from heavenf end ilivetrations of other
8solexn passages in the Soripture wvhich tell of the awful consequences
of 8in for those wandering stars to whom 18 reserved the blackneas
of darknesas for ever. But in genersl there is an order stamped
upon the heavenly ravelation of God, the heavenly sespect of nature.
We £ind ONE sun with respeot to this world, and COKE moon. The
spiritusl teaching of those unite 18 deeply important. I am so
thankful that the earth has not two moons, snd when we come to the
lessons afterwards I am sure you will agree. ©On the other hand
the stars osnnot be counted. Men are incresaing their knowl edge
and so inoremsing the numbers of them. Perheps some of us reslise,
by grace., ihat the numbsr of the "stars” in enother sense is
inoreasing, but that to all, except our God, that number remains
unknown, - the number of the hesvenly psoople of the Lord. For wd
are very thankzful there 18 only one moon, and for the relationship
of sun and moon, ~ there 18 sSpiritual teaching in ell these thinge.
Furthermore, the arrangement of time 15 linked with the sun &nd
the moon. IThe number twslve conneets the sBun and the moon - as we
think of the twalve months of the year. True there is a gertain
Seeming ineXactness with regard to solar, lunar and prophatio
years. I mesn they do not fit exnatly: but let us recollssct these
are PART3 of His waye. How small a portiog of Him 45 known!

There

are underlying links whioch WE have not yet reached. We only deal

with the surface; we only deal with the 4. B. O. of the knowledge
of our God in nature.

Kumbers are stamped upon curselves. ¥en 18 often spoken
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of by men a® baing threefold - body,., soul and spirit. Doripture
gives no warrant for this:; man is twofold - body and souwl. 1If
enyone 48 in Christ, there 18 a new oreation, and he is body,
soul and spirit. Oh, you say, but 4o we not reed of the ungedly
having epirit? Yes, in one sanee, end 80 we hLave the terp "Flesh
end spirit” OR "body and soul™, - either term will desoribe the
ungodly, but hot the three terms together. Those who are unsaved
neeld to receive a new oreation, something fresh, -"that which is
born of the Spirit is spirit” - ere they san be inoluded in that
wondrous verse "I pray Qod Four whole spirit AND soul AND body

be preserved blamelesa”, ¥an has 8 twofoldness in other ways -
we think of the two arms, two legs, the two eyes, the two ears,
One often realises by pain and ite sensation, how tmucsh we sare
twofold - one side moy be in psin and the other exempt from 1t.
There i8 a twofoldness stampéd upon men, s reminder to hin of
that twofoldnensa, that he has not only a body but alsoc a soul,
which will exist for ever away from God unles2 he is saved by
grace. Then other numdbers ocme before us Some we oan gount,

a8 the fives of cur fingers,- Ths number five and the number ten
having a spiritual suggestiveness, OQthers we cennot ocount, bdut
the very hsire of cur head are all numhbersd. When we aome to
varied form2 of snimal 1ife there is sgain marked upon them a
certain number; nor oan we forget the way in whioch 3cripture

has stamped seventy upon the life of men, and the momentousness
of seven yeers in his experience physiocslly. <The physicsl change
of a Beven years 18 very real. ZIEverything 18 Divinely marked ocut
with numbers. In vegetable life there is the eame Divine
precision. Flant life Sometimes looks to us s pouring out of
oonfused miracles; but, beloved friends, there i2 & Divine order
beneath 1t. The leaves 40 not come in a haphazard way; there is

often a manifest arrangement in the form of the leaf, a numbering

»ith respect to it. Then, as to what part of the stem i3 the

eppointed plmae from which the leaf springs, in aifferent trees
there is & diversity, but there i8 a real ordsr with meny, if

not 81l of them, 8o that one leaf somes with rospeot to other
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parts in a certain fixed ratio and relationship. ZEverything is
Pivinely srrenged in tree 1life. Number iz stamped upon the other
works of God. I oan only juast fringe this subjest with you this
avening. When ws think of God's gracious formations in erystials
to teach lessonas,(for everything is full of lesscns to Hie people).
we realise that orystsls have 2 numerioal shape 4f 1 mizht 8o sum
1t up. 4nd hidden beauties tell of His greater glory. Then agkin,
the elemente which exiset in this world, dividing themselvas up
into two olasses, have certain numericsal arrangenents which can

be sppreciated by those who have srent their time in considexring
the wonderful worke of God 1in nature, though oftentimee, alas,

men think more of the nature than the Workar behind then.

We pass next to s few inferences concerning the wisdom
and glory of our God. Surely God's wisdom i® here seen that He
has marked upon nature as upon Saeripture the ssme sharacteristics,
that men may be without excusze. Indeed, the very wonderfulnees
of nature is sn argument againat infidedity, whioh leaves men in
an awful position of wilful wickedness when they deny S0d4. Nature
18 NOT a heap of wonderful things just thrown together. 1t is
80 systematicelly arranged that there must be more than an "1t”
behind i1t. The order has not come by chence. The infidel should
be 1aid low. God’s wisdom has made 1nfidelity”SE’territily
foolish, 1t 18 wiociked as well. Further, I believe thet God has
shown forth His wisdom and 8lory in this connestion T0 T2ACE U3,

We look upon nature, snd we Bee numbers there; we loock in
Soripturs, and find numders there. We want to learn some thing
more of the greatness of our God, and @od 48 plessed not to
hide all His wondrous structures. He {OULD have s perfeat
arrangement, end yet show us nothing of 4t. In some things

He does this - there is @ perfect arrangement, but we seem

to Bes the upside down of the pattern. God CCULD have dcne

thet with everything, dut Re has, in His wonidrous meroy,

tnveiled to ue a number of thess things to tesoh ue more

what reverence i8, snd how great He is. AhQd, oh, dear friende,
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this leada to another inference, - if Bo great and wondrous a
God, who 18 m0 wise and So wondroua, if He Qeigns ftoc BAVE us,
oh what gratitude shounld f£111 our bhearts, and what devotion
there BShould be. How wo prsise with uprightness of heart as
we see the great grace that has been bestowed upon us dy & God
¥ho SEBM3 too grest to stoop dcwn to & poor, lost sinner. The
death of Christ 418 marvellous. Nurthermore, God's wondrous
numberings bring before vur hearts an orderliness snd a TNUE
gystem. In the believing 11fe much depends uvpon CRDIR, -~ we
should not be carelesa in little thinge; by a regularity muoh
more san dbe Adcne for the Lord then by drregulasrity. God
teaches u®, His dear people, to be eyvtenatioAif in the
egabling of the Boly Spirit. Hature is a lesson to & ohild
of God, and Soripture Numeration will te a lesson in the same
woy.

One word about suggested homewerk. If the LoRd will
we shall be approsching scon the number one. Xay I &’k you to
look up some passages in Soripture where the number one comes
before us? You will find 1t helpful. Perhaps ycu will bhe able
to meke & little ooncordence for yoursslf of some ¢f the numbers,
to carry ahout with you in s 1ittle book. I do not mean to
extract ALL the verses where "one™ is mentiocned, or where "two"
i8 the figure brought before us, but to pick out those that
specially iuzpress you, and jof them down. We shall see e¥ery
number has a meaning, and that God ham srranged all for Eis own
honour. MNsy He be honcured, ss the result beyond all other

results, for this should ever be our prayerful lcnging, in Chriet
Jesus.



