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QUILINE: -

1. 2he Barly Ohapters of Genesis: fheir
Pruthfulness and Precious Guidance.

2. "Theories" of BEvolution: Their Lack of
Roundation, and Morsl and Spiritual Bvil.

3. The Believer's Restfulness in God's Unshsken
Truth, and a Holy DEFINIFENESS (Ps. 112. 7).
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When Should we be Silent, and When Answer?
When i it Well to Know, and When Not to Know.

5. Prayer for those in TBrror, aad the Absence of
All Contempt and Bitterness (1 Cor. &. 7).

I trust we all realise, beloved friends, that we
have met¥ together as children of R0d, We have not fat

for & gceintifio spesch. It 18 true that the title is vastly
different from lest week's t1tle, but why should 1t npt be as
spiritval and practical a subject? What is the hindranse? At
the outsel, let us reelise that we are shildren of God, and that
we believe God's words. I know it may séem strange to put that
at fthe very beginning, - strange to 2 man of the world,- but
surely not strenge to ws, WE BELIEVE GOD'S WORDS., It does
not matter to us 1f we are thought out of date. It is of very
little soncern to us if we are oconsidered foolish., The Lord's

"Well done" 13 our only concern, snd if, through temporising
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end ecompromising, we lose the Lord's "Well done", it is &
very expensive compromise., What does it matter 1f we ere
thought mad in a mad world? What is the loss? For we sre
"looked down upon" by those who will themselves be struok down
before the Lord's throne, Sometimes the aggument is raised, -
You must meet men on their own ground. fThis is gravely open
to question. If I oome across a madman, and I want to speak
with him, must I meet him on his own ground? Can you explain
everytbing Yo a CHILD? Some SAY that you must meet the ohildren
on thelir own ground, sg to what they understand, snd therafore
MUST tell them fables and false explanations of ordinary things
in nature of God's mighty works. "They cannot undsrstand the

alities, make up fables", I8 this TRUTHFUL? No! And shsll
we meet the evelutionist pseudo-scientist in the same way on
his own ground? Why should we leave the vantage ground of the
Pruth? HaYe we eny resson to be ashamed of God's mesegge. Is
our reputation IN THE WORLD of any real value o us? If our
reputation has besome an ideal, the soonsr it is shattered the
Retter. Paul beoame the offscouring of all things for Christ,
and if we are too highly esteemed because ws are too much like
the world, there is something altogether wrong. I mention
this at the beginning, becsuse many will argue that we ought to
have en "open" mind for everything. I frankly oonfess that I have
not an open mind for everﬁthing. For Ezample, I see no reason

to have an open mind{ (that 1s, an uncertein mind), regarding
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my om existence. That is, to me, not subjest to question.
wOuld‘yUu vish me to heve an open mind a8 to whether I am in
this room or not. I have a perfectly closed mind upon that
subject, and no ¢ne will shake me from it. I have not kept en
open mind for it. I Ses no resson to be unsertain. 1 frankly
confess I have no longer sn open mind as to whether the Bible
is inspired, or not. Thet is, by grese, invinocible grace, &
gsettled point. The salvation of Ohrist is NOT to me a matter
of an open mind - ia 3¢ so, or is 1t not? Thanks ba unto God we
have an open mind TOWARD HIM, dbut sometines there 18 a dlessing
in having a 0lcsed mind. God approved of the slesnnaess of a
vessel with the OOVER on 4%, in Fum. 19, snd the veesels whieh
had no cover on them becams unclean., Sometimes if our minds
are too open they beocme receptacles for all the dust and dirt
of a ruined world. There is a bleesing on the eleses ming,
which refuges to listen to all that men heve te say. Thus we
believe the early chapters of Genesis, We are not gathered
hers thic evening to try and "prove" this. God Himself HAS
proved to us the truthfulness very definitely in a number of
way3d, and those who have criticized have besn 80 oftsen provéd
in error that the most remarkable thing is that thay s{ill have
the effrontery to show themselves at all. It i85 remarkable
that men in attacking the Sceripture can still eome forward with
the boldness which they yet manifest, although 30 often have
attacks been swopt nside. Attacks on the histcry of Soripturs
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have been made, and God has granted discoveries, which have
rroved the critic wrong, and His book right. In like manner
we may recollest that the saisntific "objections" o Genesis 1,
in so far as they have any velue at all, are based on errors of
interpretation. A man eomes along, and mistranslates the
chapter, and then says the book is wrong. Nay, the mistranslator
is wrong, snd the SCRIPIURE shines out amid all. In Psalm 119.160
we resd "The BEGINNINI of Thy Word is truth", and 1f ie amazing
how often Genesis 1, 2 and 3 are gucted, or dbrowught before us in
allusions in other parts of Scripture. These early chapters set
forth that God in @he\ beginning, Gh% UNDATED beginning, oreated
the heavens end the earth, shat the esrth BRECAME without form
and void, and darkness was upon the fase of the desp. Then we
read that the Spirit of God mowed upon the face of the waters,
and God s21d, Let there be light; and that,in six litersl days,
God arranged the making of earth and heaven, in which He gave the
Sovereignty to the men who was oraestsed in His likeness, on the
sixth day, end who was commanded to have dominion. Then we
bave the story of the fall, with all it involved snd involves,
and NEX? the irmediate vnveiling of sacrifice. Thus we oan
underatand why 4t is Satan hates thece chepters. They revesl
HI3 %rue oherscter. They refer in s very definite wey to man
a3 a ruined sresture, and show the vanity of seeking aftoer
humen "knowledge”, end efter the dlgnity which Antickrist will
ssek, for he will chew hinself a8 God, vhich was the very tait

beld out in the garden. "Ye shall be &s God" (not only"ss gods",



5.
"Yo shall be as God") knowing good and evil",- that was the bait.
Christ presdnts the exsst Contrast. "Being in the form of God,
He thought 1t not robbery to be equsl with God, but made Himself
of:no reputation, and took upon Him the form of a ssrvant" - He
is the Contrast with Adam and Zve, the Contrast with Antichrist,
the Coptrasted One throughout! It may be said thess early
chapters are not to teach us ssience. It 1s remarksbls how readily
men bring forward this thought, I do not lmow how you feel,
but when dealing with a book that 18 to guide me, not only a
book that 1s @seful, but a book 0 GUIDE ME I THORITATIVELY,
if I £ind where I oan test 1%, 4t is not truse, I am not encour-
aged to believe it where I cannot test it. This is what we are
askad to do. We are reslly told, "The Bible 1s all right when
i1t deals with CERTAIN subjects, but when you ocan test it by
scisnce, do not trust 1t". THIS I3 AN UTTER FALTLACY, If 1t is

not to be sscepted throughout I shell doubt it where I cannot
find any corroboration. If, oa the other hand, I find in both
ny mind, and better still in the sonviction of my heart, under
the teaching of the Holy Spirit, that wherever this book is
tested it always ocomes out ascurately, how impresssd I feel,
this 18 not the work of s man. The soience of encient dzys
has besn proved wrong szein and sgain, but the writers of
Soripture, writing in dsys when ypany things were not known,
NEVER made one statement that subsequent sciense has disproved.
THEY did not mow everything, but either Ged kept them from
speaking of a subjeot; or caused theam to spesk in langusge
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they thamselves 414 not. underatand, or used works whioh had a
fulness of meaning in them so that they were ofben on the edge
of a preocipice. But the 3oriptmre NEVER fell over the precipice,
end not one error sgeinst any proved fact of resl sclence can be
found 4n the Scriptures of truth. How delightfvl to reelise that
God has given to us snough¥ ifhiformation of eerthly things to have
a Gefinite spiritual result in our livee., What I mean 1s this,-
I like Saripture history besause it brings before us God's care
over grrengemont and Eis overruling of the kingdoms of men, I
sm thenkful the vhols of Seripiurs is not in the form of
prophscies of the fubure, Genealogiss and ancient records are
vary precious, They zhew us God's inters3t in fthe SIRCUMSTANCES
¢f 1life, and His wondrous over-control. In liks manner, when
@od brought His dsar servant Job to spirifusl repentance, did
gkod bring him by setting forth the privilegs of lecve, the
privilege of holiness, gnd so forth? Qod IMPLIED a1l these
things, but He sSpecially referred fo the crestion of the esrth,
to the ecnies, to the esgles, to His providentisl arrangements,
and so forth. #bal weuld you have fthcught the best way to bring
& backsliding soul beek to the Lord? To have & talk about enimals
from God's standpoint? We should not heve felt this. And yet the
lord used even the very snimals and the forces of neture to brihg
Job back. One delights to see that the tesching of Soripture
makes ZVERYTIING SPIRINUAL, Naturs 15 not to us nature, but a
revelalion Irom God of His power, to HUMBLE US. Scidnce (s¢-

oalled) has, partioularly emong many who have & Very
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superfioial knowledge, missed the vhole point. Whereas the
gnoient hesthen worshipped the creeture instesd of the Creator,
the present-day tendenoy is to exalt the creature to the exclusion
of the Creator, end to glorify the man who finds out a smell
fraatien of the lawe of God which are stempfed cn the whole whioh
He has mede. The man who finds out & frasbion of the work which
he cculd net make himself, and whioh he only knows in part, is
exal bed, and the God Who made the whole, and spesis fthrough the
whole, 16 degeadsd. Nature is mesnt to lead to reveronce, to
lead to repentance; for if we are wiss,like Job, and speak of‘@&x)ﬁL
things that are right, we shall say "I utfersd things too
wonderful,for me, which I understcod not. I abhor mysalf".
wben I ses God's works in nature, becsuse 1 acknowledge God's
works in providence and grace are still more wonderful than
His workse in nature, and for me to fret or critiocize would only
indiette &he pride of & superfioisl wind! The truest wisdom
iacludes a sensa of the limitation of our wisdom. Zihe fullest
knowlsdge 18 a reaslisation of the smallnsss of our knowledge.
Koolesiates is a very precioue book in thi®s oonneciion. %he
goal which Solomon reaches, aypert from ravelation, is this,
If I incresse wisdom, I insrease sorrow, for the world is
very miserable, unless I have God's key to the problem; and
when I insrease "wisdom", how littls I know, and vho can tell
me more? Inere 1s s¢ much venity. There is sc much ignorance.

Man's 1ifo is a vain Shadow. Here we have that which bringe
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us %o the NEED for REVELATION, to the JOY of revelation, and to

that repentance and bumility vhich must ever charasterize a real
sense of God's grese in giving a reveletion. I think you will
follow what I mean. We often think of God's glft of HEis beloved
Son as a call to humility, but God'e works in nature, are, when
used by the Holy dvirit, & call to humility; snd the more we
are conscious of the greatness of our God, and the tiny scope of
our knowledge, the mors we must learn to be silent, and remember
that the Soripture 18 right. A fool is knowvn by the multitude
0f woris, snd the end of his talk is miischievous madness, O
how often this 43 trus. Silence is often the true soienace,
and befits those who reslise with the Psalmist, "C lord, how
manifold are Thy worls, in wigdom hast Thou made them all",
and again, "The works of the Lord are great, sought eut of all
them that taka pleasurs therein”,

And Genssis drings bafore us prastical things as wsll
88 trufhful things. It guides us in our dsily 1ife. It brings
before us in a vary fefinite way the importsnse of gzodly order,
the need for spiritusl srrangement, the privilsge of exsat
obadience, the 1063 of disobediehse, the resl ceuse of the
failuye, ruin snd disappointment sround, and the wonderful
delight whioh we have in locking ¥holsheartedly for the Coming
of the Second Man, the Lord from heaven, the Last Adsm, to have,
and retein, the domirion which the first forfsited. Gen. 1

gives o sense of the greatnese of God in ecreation. Gen. 2 and
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3 bring before us the awfulnese of sin end the fact of
redemption. Oh that our hearts might be keenly alive to the
realization of #l11 this.

A few worde on the THRORIES of Evolution, on their
lack of foundation, and moral and spiritual evil. There are
MANY theories of evolution at the present time. Men seem to
think that evolution is a present-day idea., I IS NOT.
Evolution is (I was about to say) as old & theory as humen
Philosophy. There have slvays been philosophers who hate
had "evolutlonary™ idsas, This is nstural. Every men sees
certain things EXIS?. He asks, @‘rom)w’hence do they come?

He cannot see the beginning; he begins to SPECULATE. Some
Speculate the eternity of matter, others ere oscupied with
"development" and "change" as they See & measure of development
and change arcund them, and so they conceive of numerous
varieties whioh are evolutionary. It has rightly been pointed
cut, (even your very dictionsry will indicate) that there are
parallels in connsction with all humen theories. The nebuler
hypothesis is evolution aspvlied to worlds. Natursl seleotion
is evolution apnlied to man. But how msny"theories"sre
especially &ssocisted with the removal of the ACTI¥ITIES of
@God. Bvolution regards many things as having been formed from
simpler onss by s development in some way SELF-csused, or
acted upon by SURROUNDINGS in such & way that differentiations

heve besome inoressed, and varistiss permanent, until there
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are distinet forms and distinot arrangements which have los$
the likeness which links them most olosely with that which
preceded them. In other words evelution $s the theory ef
development from that which 42 small at the beginning, but
which "somehow" oontains within itself & power of changing

end of orystalliszing the changes, and passing on those changes
by generation, until the earlier conditions are removed, and
the ohanged forms besome existent in their place. The word
"evolution" means "unrolling", and MHA? perBaps explains some-
thing of the 1des. But when we use the term in the present
time, 1t 18 mainly employed with respect to the "$heory" that
the worlds were developed from Some nebular condition, and that
men have grown up VIA otherf forms of 1ife from an original
primitive eell. It is therefore, M this aspest that we are
perticularly tsking this evehing, besause 1t is eontrary to
Soripture. It 18 well to notice for the boliever's snsourage-
ment, though hie faith 1s FIXED in any ossas,- it 18 well to
notics for the believer's ENCOURAIEMEN?, the verdevident
DIFECM3 of evolutionary theories, The 8traenge part about 1t
is this, those who have spread the theories ars often willing
to acknowledge the very defaats, and yot they oling to the
theories! Another strangs fact is that many who urge evelution
and urge their scientific theories are the very ones who objeot
%0 our statements conoerning things which WE h&ve not seen. To

US faith is the evidance of thing®s not seen. We Pave a

revelation from God and & oredidle revelation is quite
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sufficisnt. That I cennot understsnd is this; the sevolutionist
comes along ®ith his statements es te certeln developments and
wants ms te secept them when he was net there at the time, and
he can produce no one there at the time. He drazws his omn
"inferences" from PRESENT errangements end PRE3ENT eiroumstances
whenever it suits him so 80 8o, but yet when he cannot £ind
parellels with vhet he wants to f£ind in the bygone 2ges, he
explains that the conditions are different now, and that there
18 an"evolved" shange. When 1t suits him he will explain one
by the other, when it does not suit him he will not explsin one
by the other; end all the time he has to scknowlsdge that he was
not present and is arguing as to dates, periods and changes
about which HE KNOWS NC [HIN3, FROM PERSONAL VIEW, or from the
credible evidence of sny who have hed a personsl view. Thisf
is the problem: - Qertsin things exist, but evolution doss not
g0 back fer enougzh. It demls professsdly with the origin of
SPECIES, but while it shelves the question of the origin of
LXISTENCE at all, the origin of 1ife, 1% is avoiding the real
problem. If iB some way 1ife can be prodused, to explain
Bpecies afterwards, and yet to put aside the One %ho ORIGINATED,
is truly the heizbt of foolisiness. Which is the greater?
Origin or devélopment? ZEvolution wants us %o accept its
statement for the smaller when it aan give NO EXPLANATION at
all of the lerger, and when the only real explanation of the

larger will bring Someone into the history Whom evolution tends
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and usually more tham "tends™, Lo exalude. Thusd we Ses, first
of all, the defeci as to ORIGIN.

Purthermors, i uust be ackuowlsdged shat evolution
has meny GAPS., 1% 18 very difficult to find that which cannot
be MADZ 10 APPEAR logicel, which cannot be made "impressive"
for a season. 1 think we have all heard, or many of us have
heard, of the professor who proved most logically he did not
exist, but &ll the time proving it, he was disproving it, for
the CAPACITY of proving gave the evidsnce of his existence, I
rg¢collect some years ago being bro@ight into & law court in
connection with summoning to a jury, though looking to the Lorad
for His deliverance, (end this was graciously granted), Whils
waiting I heard a case argued through which was cleverly argued,
to make very‘reasonable that which was unreasonable, and most
things are the ssme. Rrror is usually dressed up beautifully,
and we need to be on our guard. Evolution hides its nakednass
by a displsy of certain incomplete facts, and of names, but
there are gaps, Serious gaps:; indeed the 8eriousness of the gaps

18 more manifest when we realise that in addition to the gaps
those things which are seid to be related to one another, and

%0 spring from ona another, have never been seen to Spring from

one another. The gap is, thereforse, to bs emphasized in a {wo-

Solemn fset that ths
ut theAvery thing which is

self-eonfidently claimed to be the REVERSE

fold way, not only the gap itself,

of a gap, and to be

brigging the gap between protoplasm and beast, or beast ang beast,

or beast and man, has never been seen to be bridging the gap, sng
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no one can give the evidence that it did brigge the gap, or
that thers was such a GAP to be bridged! The assumed GAP is
itself a Piction. There are diverse species, each after its
kindl

What if there 1s an entirely different interpretation?
We often draw inferences that things must result from one
another. How many "misunderstendings” have been made among
ohildren of @od in this conneotion. You come into & room,
Someons gets up and walks cut because he has s train to catoh.
1f you are of a fretful tempersment you say, He 4id not want
to see me, he wes annoyed and he went out. You draw your
"inference". You say, "As soon as I ceme in he went out," which
is & trus statement, but your inference that he went out for a
cortain reason is quite false; We quite acknowledge that there
ere Some extraordinary species end extraordinary fossilizad
Bpecies, although others are undoudbtedly faked up from a tiny
plece of a bone, or with tiny pieces of bons, put together in
8 theory,which is ingenious, and nothing more, and which ccuvld
prove anything by sueh methods! DBut apart from these, vhere
ARE extraordinary species in past history. But some of us have
found abnormal speocies among men, and the same thing# is found
among animals to-day, and yet we can herdly draw the inferasnce
that theSe abnormal species are necessary procf of certain
"inferred" parentage and development. Indeed to argue that

abnormal things are necessarily the trend of systematized change
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is somewhat dengerous, partioularly as the species that are
brought forwerd are not So very many when we recollect The
millions of years they are supposed to represent. We have nct

a large number to Yit in for a year, but the exast opposite, -

& tiniest fraction! I can draw inferences with a measure of
accuracy, if I have IHOUSANDS of things which are all existing
&t the same time, under certain conditions, and I am present to
see them; but when I hsave something HERE end something THERE

end something in ANOTHER PLACT, end these are, professedly,
sgveral millions of yeers apart, and I begin to consiruct my
history, 1 am inclined to think it is easy to make the facts
prove anything, if I am allowed to put in my om infersnces,

¥or what is evolution? It is made up of humen "INFERENCES" from
FAGTS. f[he FAQCT thaet there ere waried species we do not deny;
and the faot that there are sertsin skeletons we do not deny;
but the inferences are resting on the bare statements of those
who wers not present at ths time of birth, lifs or death,
inferences as to which men differ among themselves, respecting
oiroumstances snd a few million years, snd ac to which thers

are eontinual changes of opinions. Furthermore, some of us find
a problem in the way in vhich the "erystallizing" of species, gs
it were, has not left Some in & Erocess of change and development,
and that we cannot ses Bomething of the same development going on

AT THE PRESENT TLIE. Furthermore, the theories of the survival

of the fittest, and of the wey in which varied functions have

been brought cut in accord with their need, gppear to some of us,
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the extrems of speculation. The theory of the survival of the
fittest does not seem to sscount for the Weaknees in many ways
of- those very speciec that remein persistently. In many respects
man himself is weaker than the animsle. Morecver, as to the way
in vhich, for example, our eyes have been "brought about", I need
hardly say we have & restfulness, when we say, HE THA? FORMED THE
EYs doth He not see? By grace we can uaderstand why God has given
us Ywo eyes, and why we read of the living creatures with eyes on
all sides., God has a purpose, but how do men's speculstions stand
out? In the opinion, for exemple, of cne evolutioniset a fraeckle
on the skin, (toward the sun) was a besis: How could they
produce an eye tc be perpetuated in subsequent species? This
Seems Yo some of u3 rather a far-fetched explanation te be
agceptad as"reasonuble" instead of the Seriptures. It seems that,
professing themselves to be wise, men often heoome fools, and as
Romans 1 shows, when the tendency of men is, with boasting, to
attempi to explain things too wonderful for him, he reveals his
incapacity and folly,

One or two statements have rather lmpressed me. I
would urge believers not to spend their time in disocusing,
discusing, discuddng as to these things. Some people tell us
we oughy to read everything, Some of us have not time to resd
evarything, All children of God have not read the Seriptures
through, WNone of them have read them through as much as they
should, and I think it would be well 1f many would abstain from

read#ing certain things until these things are more proved.
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Would not this mean deliverance from much worthless reading?
When one writer issues certain statements, that discoveries
of antiquities will prove wrcng & little later, may we not save
ourselves the learning of what we shall unleern, by weiting till
it 48 proved, Our 1ife is toc shert for learning everything.
It mey well be pointed out,(end this is not my own statement,-
I do not profess to have msde tha investizetion), that in two
of the leading works of & writer upon this subject, expressions
like "We may well suppose" occur 800 times, and the Same book,
dealing with this subject, also rightly mentions that so many
of those who adopted evolutionary thecries have gone & step
Purther, &nd attack the whole principle of the AGTHORITY of
God. It is very remarkable that Lhere is =o much doubt and
Spegulation. A letter of Charles Darwén is placed in the
British Mussum over his signature. I do not think men aould
heve chosen & better letter to illustrate certsin voints. He
sgys "I feel not & shade of surprise st your utterly re jecting
my views .,. I ENTIRELY agree with you that there is no more
dirsat proof of wvariation being UNlinited in smount then there
is that it is strietly limited ... So natural selection, I look
at 88 in some degree probable, or possible, hecause we know
what artificiel selestion ocan do. DBut I believe in Neturel
Selection, not bessuse I can prove in any single case that it
has changed one species into another, hut bessuse it groups and

explains well, (as it seems to me), a host of facts in

olassification, embryology, morphology, rudimentary organs,
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geologicel succession, snd distribution”. Here 18 a suggestive
acknowledgement of the lack of proof. We noticed some 1little
time ggo in a book referring %o eveluticnary theoriss that the
first argument in favour of them was ctated as follows;- "The
argument frow the general presumption of science sgsinet
suparnatural explanation of phenomens". That was placed
FUNDAMENTALLY. Zhus we sec the root of the sad tendency
towsrd evoltdion., and God in msrcy, thus puts us on cur guard.
Wiracles are not fevoured. Ged is left out by the natural man.
The believer is, by grace, an entire contrast.

I need hardly-say that spart from lask of Toundation,
there is a moral and spiritusl evil in evolutionary theories,
A spiritual evil is manifest in all that rejects the Scripture,
but related moral evil, in %that this theory, by denying the fall,
logicelly denies the conscience and gocountability of mon, and
produces, by its concepbion of the survivsl of the fittest, s
brute force as the prinoiple of nature, end = setting aside
entirely of God's revelation of LOVE. It has well been said
that evolutionary prineiplss developed in practizsl life osn
only produce murderous warfare. That is ghe logical inference
from the prinoipls of the Burvival of the fittest, that {5 the
moral oarrying out of svolution as & so-callei seisntifisz
principle. Man is viewed bu$ as an animal, and accountability
to God is thrust away. The whole tendenoy is selfishness, the

whols tendency is the denial of men's position before God. Are

not thess things serious? The believer rests in God's unshsaken
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truth, God created man, Adam is declered to be the first man.
Romember thet if we put this on one side we deny 3en. 1, 2 and 3,
and ve deny the very truthfulness of our Lord Jesus in Whowme
salvetion we rejoice. TIhis is ever the ceBe. Every evil attecks
Christ, and thus vndermines salvstion by His finished work. It
mekes Him untruthful asnd bthus unable to save. He perticulerly
alluded to "Lale and femele created Le them", and wede the
arrangement there a besis for morslity in the horme. JVOIUTICNARY
THEORIES GUT A THE R0OI OF THIS. he whola of the typical
teaching &8 to the church in Gen. & is £§%§§i out by evolution.,
Not only, therefore, have we an attseck on Saripture GINERALLY,
but an atteck on.ALL iis iCRAL tesching, end &1l its PROPHETIC
teaching, THE WHGIE 18 set on one sids. A believer may waell
oome back fo the words of the living God =2nd find thers a rook
end & resting-place, & reason fof joy snd af call §§x praise,
When sShould we be silent on this subject, and when
should ve answer? As a rule, zhildren of God are not wise in
starting "argumenta™. When they sre "asked" they need to be
careful lest they are ashamed of thas of which they should not
bs ashamed, and not ashamed of that of whioh they should be
ashemed. If you are aeged,"Have you read THIS book? Hsve you
read THAT book?"- 0 no? be ashamed to say, No. Bup if you
cannot answer WITH [HE WCRDS (P TRUIH, Ye ashemad that vou do
not know mors of THE Book., We are sometimes afraid that if we

do not answer, people vill go away with the viong impression,

and will think we "ean" 88y nothing. Often, I believe, there
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is a fuller witness if c¢hildren of God show the simple grandeur
of quiet faith. The man who CAWNUT answer this living power,
would 1ike ¥OU to come down, and to meet him on his owm ground,
but 1f you show a restfulness of spiritual faith, every time

you show it you are meking & wound that may even attagck his
heart, and make him fesl the dissatisfaction of & soul without
Christ! That which ycu think appears your weakness may bs.
reelly your strength. If yom do net ?o to a theatre, there

are Some of the world who will say, "You give up ell1 the pleasures,
little knowing how different and how blessed are our plessures!
But IF we went there, what would they themselves think of us?

IN LIEKE MANNER, the man who saye, "Ah you cennot snswer, you have
nothing o say", 18 often offering & bait to deccy us from =
position of secutity in which he almost envies us, and Satan
would like to shake vs from it, becaube while we stand firmly
therson we are witneseing ageinst him. If a man of this ege

oan make us shake, or fear, instead of standing firm, he feels
encouraged in his own uncertsinty. If is often wise to be silent
with the grandeur of gonfidence in God. There are Some things

1t 1# well NOT to know,- "The depths of Satan" for exsauple in
Rev. 2. We cannot know everything. Let us spend ou¥ time more
in knowing the things of God, and remember to prayé in the power
of the Holy Spirit, for those in error. Do not let us laugh

8t evolution, or evolutionary thoories; do not let us laugh at

men's lies, do not let us treat them ss a matter of amusement
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and of clever repertee. Do not let us Spesk of them triflingly;
they are leading souls to hell, Do not let us speak of those
who oppode the trvth, pointiag out their blunders ss though
these wors matters of £+ifling. It is a common thing tc find
children of God who show the stupidity of error in a way which
mekes others laugh. Beloved friends, we should be above such
evil, These theories, whick are drazging souls down to hell,
Sheuld rather awakea cur tears than our amusement. Eternity
is too resl for worlily mirth and leughter. We aean have mno
"oontempt” when we walk bgﬁgge God, for it 1s only by grace we
ourselves know the truth. We ¢an have no bitterness when we
realise that we WERE ohildren of wrath even as others. The
wnols aspect of the Christian 1ife is changed. Grambed there
are oertain occasions vhen the prophet used s hely earcasm;
WE must be very sareful lest s holy sercasm passes in OUR
Speeoh into a frivoloua attemvt to win s verbsl vievory, snd
to forget thet we are dealing vith souls whose eternicy is as

reel end long snd chengeless as our own!

Further literature, concerning the Lord, gladly sent (international) to

exercised believers for personal perusal, and passing on to God’s

glory, some also in German, Spanish, Russian, Polish, Czech, Romanian:
[ - “To Testify the Gospel of the Grace of God.” - ]
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