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You all know scmething aboub the Bible; eng
veu all kacw scmething about the second BOOZ of the
Bible: yas, yvou kncw scmething about the Tabernacls.
I want tc spesk, ag Ged shall give grace, abocut tha
Lanmpstand in that wenderful Tabernscle. We gtill
call it the Candlestiok, but our English werd
"oondle" ncw means that which is withcut a tube and
which simply BURNS ITSELF AJAY. The lampstand, how-
ever, had a geclden tube; it was net for WAX but fer
OIL. It cculd be refilled, it cculd Have & Ffresh
supply always: in other werds, it was a "place .of
1light", and this is the very wcrd which Gcd uses.
what a lcvely name - not cnly fer s thing, but for
Scmecne, Cr scmecnes - 'a place cf light”. OCh, ycu
say. the lampstand was a THING. Yes, but a thing
that wase a picture, end therefcre, a lcvely name
fer Somecne - "a place cf 1light". The lampstand is
breught befcre ns abcut twenty times in Bxcdus, and
2g2in in Leviticus we find it; and then in Numbars.,
‘here were SEVERAL lampstands in the temple; there
is a wenderful lampstand in the visicn c¢f Zech. 4,
which leads up tc the besutiful unveiling cf lamp-
stands in Revelation. Ncr must we forget that the
enistle tc the Hebrews, which ALWAYS refers tc the
beeck ¢f Excdus and tc the beck cof Leviticus, speaks
cf the lampstand., .Ycu will say the lampstands in
the temple were different. Yes, but they bring
before us one thought just the same - that Ged
weighed them all! Again, the lampstand in Zechariah
is different. Yes, BUT it shcws beautifully the
neaning ¢f the JIL, of which there was a supply.all

he timo, "Not by might, nor by power, but by My
Spirit, saith the Lerd". And the beck cf Revelation
also helps tc explain, for there we find the lamp-
stand, as a picture of a called cut pecple, with

the Lerd Jesus in the midst. I shculd nct be
burprised - weuld you? - then, if we find that the

first lampstand whioh had s wonderful central shaft
in the midst was a pioture of the Lord and His
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people. This would fit in with the LAST beck.
sheuld nct wender if the oil pictures the werk of
the Holy Spirit. Bubt we are gcing along tomewhat
gquiokly. ' ‘

e come back tc the Tabernacle, Va™RE was the
lampstvand? Nect in the sourt. It was in tae Ecly
Place. %hen it wag the lampstand for the (B
family! he ccurt was nct ccvered cver, it belonged
tc the "day" and is a pieture in cne sense o the
blessings which will be in the coming day ¢f the
Lerd. Though God's dear people are, in 4ne serse,
ncw in the court, and there they have a _aver, there
they have water Zpioturing Ged's tord), yet God has
nct yet clainmed the ccurt - it will be ciaimed in
the day of the Lerd. In the midst of the unclaimed
ccurt, where the lLord Jesus was crucified, - Z¢r
the altar was in the court, they live owning their
need for cleansing, the altar spoaks cf OShrist's
life, and the sacrifioce of His death, - &and 8¢ it
was in the ccurt, fqr He died on earth! But the
cocurt at present unclaimed, althcugh there thaey have
a laver. They always feel their need cf vasning as
they go along their life of service, and waiting
for the Lerd. But thelr resl place is in tte hely
rccm which belonged tc the priestly fanily, all
joined to Aarcn - and all Ged's pecple are jeined
to Christ. Inside the holy place was the lampshand
and the lampstand belonged tc the KIGHT eswecially.
And sc Ged's people cwn that the present time of
gervice and of wership is in one sense the nighf.

Inside that beautiful rccm, with its reminder
of blccd and salvation everywhere, with its golden
glory and its redempticn sockets - inside that rcep
there were three pieces of furniture. On the ncrth
side, the right hund for the worshipper,_ the same
side as the place cf killing thc sacrifics in the
court, was a table, as if tc tell us where there is
8 sacrifice outside thers is REFRISHLENT, there is
FELLOWSHIP, there is FOOD inside: and the word
"nerth™ means the hidden placs - tc tell cf the
HITDBH preciousness of éverything that is in Christ
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Over against the table cn the other side was a
lampstand, as if to remind ue that the twe must be
tegether. If I feed cn the Lord Jesus, if I fecd
on %ad's Truth, there must be the light, there musi
be the lampstand., Of this lampstand we read in
Excd. 25, vhere we are teld it was pure gecld cf
beaten wcrk, and the 31st verse speaks cf ifs shaft,
branches, bewls, kncps, flowers., The shaft is
first, and remarkably, the branches come out beth
gides of the lampstand. Then the shaft itself is
the lampstand, and if we read on we find that after
mentioning the branches in verse 33 that ccme out
cf the lampstand we nctice the werds "And in the
lampstand feur bewls”. Plainly, therefcre, the
"centre" pisce is the lampstand; but yet we find
that the whele is viewed as the lanvstand, for when
Ged's servant mads it we do nct read that he made
the lompstand with the shaft and the branches &3
different., "Of beaten wcriz made he the lampstand”,
and all the parts are viewed as the same; and THER
we have brought before us in the fortieth chapher
"He put the lampstand ... and he lighted the lawps™.
Evidently the WHOLE was the one lampstand. Ah,
hers is our difficulty. ¥c, hers is our difficulty
met. Thé centre-shaft pictures Christ Yhe GIVES
HIS NAWE 70 HIS PEOPLE. The branches are called by
the SAME nsme - the disciples were called CHRISET-
jans. They are made members cf Christ., Take awsy
the shaft, vhere are the branches? They have gcne
too. Cut cut the shaft, TFEY fall tc the ground -
noe standing, nc usefulness, nc light, ncthing.
WITHOUT CHRIST; everything with Christ. Out in the
courtyard Gcd's people are pietured es resting on o
Peundation, but here we read "One beaten werk gf
pure gold". Here they are viewed, nct as rest}ng
upcn 2 Saviour, but rather ad members of_a S§V1our.
Where they rest upon a Saviour the material is nct
gcld bub copper, cr again we read of the resting on
gilver sockets, setting forth.redempticn. But
where we have the gold, there is UNIOE with Christ

the branches are jcined, not only linked but joined
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with the Centre, joined tc Christ. In the taber-
nacle, as & rule, where we have pictures of Christ
we are tcld the MBASURBMENT; where we have piotures,
cf God's people we are not told bthe measuremant.
The measurement of the lampstand is not given. Its
WBIGHTY is given, for God kmows all about His peopls,
So we are rcominded of the Lord's people joined te
the Lord Jesus, raised up from the dead. O0Oh, you
say, vhy raised up from the deal? In His earthly
life BEe Himself 99id He remsined alone, but when He
died He brought forth MUCH FRGIT ({Jchn 12.24). It
is only by His death we can pe joined to Eim. How
was that piotured? ' Vhere ycu have the JOINING tc
the Lord Jesus there is nc wiccd. Tho boards - wccd
eovered with geld, rest upon the socksts, not
joined  The checrubim are gold. Are thoy joined to
the ark with wccd? o, they ars jeined te the
mercy-seat - nc wecd, only gold. Uhy®? Wocd is a
picture of Christ's carthly 1ife vhen Hs humbled
Himself. Gold shews us Christ raised from the
dead, Gcd's pecple are joined tc Him, He i3 raised
frem the dead. They are members of Christ. Sc is
it here. Only the cherubim bring before us God's
people in glcry, jcined tc Christ, viewed in glory.
Hsre ws have Ged's poople with the Lord Jessus in
the midst of them. Xor what purpcse? There is a
verse which says "I vill declere Thy Name unto Iy
brethren, in the midst ¢f {the church will I sing
praise unto Thee". "Ah", you say, "singing praise:
but here we have a lsampstand giving light". Buf

is this the Light of the world? WHO first said the
Light of the werld? The Lord Jesus Himself said
the werds, but in guite a different pesition. His
people ARB tc be the lights in the world, but there
we have the figure, a city set on an hill. A lamp-
gtand is quite a different pioture. It is INSIDE
the house, It ig impcrtant for God's people to
shine as lights in the wcrld, but there is some-
thing whioh is, in one sense, mcre impcrtant than
being a 1light in the werld, and that is the shining
of praisoful wcrship BEFORE GOD. Do you know one
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word for oil means tc be shining? 01l was meant tc
shine brightly, and the word for "praise' means
that which was bright. We find in Sceripture there
is a reference to the music of light., Do ycu know
that 1ight sings? God shows us that 1ight has 2
music, and praise has a BRIGHTNESS. You think cf
shining and singing as quite gifferent. Gocd dces
not think of them as quite different. The twec aro
together. So Heb. 2 fits in beautifully. Here
then we have breught befcre us Gcd's pecple prais-
ing, #nd the lord Jesus in the midst. How are they
to praise? In heavenly places, - Hebrews Sshows
that. The tabernacle pictures heavenly places.
Ah, but I said, "How?" That seems rather an ansuer
tc the question "Where?" The "where" and the "heow"
are jcined together in this place. And now e ask
the question agein "How worship?" Ve will gc &
step further. The jampstand branches need the cil;
how much o0il would those yranches receive if it
were nct for the central shaft? icne, if they
received 81l from this. Certainly this 1S so'@itb
Ged's people. If we yeceive the Hely Spirit, it 1is
beeause we are united with Christ. So here We have
5 refersnce tc the beautiful character cf praisse,
and & remembrance cf God the Father, Gcd the Sen
and Gcd the Hely Spirit. There igs a verse @h}ch
says, "Through Him we pave access in one Spirit untc
the Father", and here WS nhave the praise te God tpe
wather cf those whc 8I° joined %o the Lord Jesus 1R

) v Spirit, - the 0il. Dc yeu
the power of the Holy Spirib, - THIALLY
wondsr that in 7echariah the cil was COWTIHU-
gupplied? Surely not; the wonder 1s not that it
was continually supplied, the wender weuld be if it
wes NOT continually supplied. God's people should
slways be praising. Now you see why we have brought
before us the table one gide, the lampstand the
other. - What a wenderful subject this 1is. We must
come back again.

The BEATEN work brings before us what

happened that made it all possible. The death of
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the Lord Jesus is hinted, but He is raised from ths
dead and sc His people are called branches. Bvery-
thing here suggests LIFB, Branches, 1s that the
cnly reference? No, we have brought before us
flowers and bowls made like ALMONDS. Here is an
almond tree, an almond tree of gold, shining
brightly in the holy place. Yhy & golden &LWDND
tree? The werd "almond” suggests oxpectation in the
Hebrew. Ah, now we understand it; what is the Lord
Jasus expecting? Tc.come again! "Whet are His _
people expecting? The last prayer in Seripture is
"Bven so, come, Lord Jesus". Ve oan well realize,
therefors, that when praise is seen in the midst

of God's people, there will be the thought of the
coming again of the Lord Jesus, which they want and
fer which He is lc¢cking. Here is the almond tres
of expectaticn. And what kind cf expectaticn? Not
just what 1 want or what you want or what somecone
else wants - scmething better than that. In the
bceck of Jeremish we have the real idea ¢f expsect-
atien. "Jeremiah", the Lcrd says tc the prophet,
"What seest thcu?" and he said, "I see & rod of an
almond tree" and the Lord says, "I will watch for
My werd to perform it". An expecting what Ged oays
in His words of truth - and that is the idea of the
praise cf God's pecple in the hcly plaece. They ars
expecting God will keep His Werd, feeding on the
food of God's Truth, on the focd cf the Lord Jesus,
and expecting that Ged will kecp His werd, and
therefcre full of praise. What wonderful meetings
all Ged's pecple ought tc have, if these are
pictures of them! Notice the preoicus thought - A
living pecple joined to the Lord Jesus on
resurrsction ground by the power wof the Holy Spirit,
praising, ever lccking for the coming of the Lcrd,
expecting to see the precious Saviouwr Whe died for
them, the Lord Jesus as the One befors ths Father.

Surely the meetings ©ught tc be wonlderfumd meetings.
But would not ycum like to be pari of such a lamp-

stand? Boys and girls, it is a Momieus privilege
tc be save, not only to be saved from Juldgment in



7.

the future but to be made & member of the Lerd
Jesus NOW AND FOR EVER, It I8 a glcrious
privilege. Hcw .interestingly ws are told that the
three branches on the one gide and the three
branches on -the other side had bowls, kncps,
flcwers. It is not quite clear hcw many knops they
had. It lccks as though they had three bowls in
sach branch, and thres knops and thres flowers. If
go, there must have been eighteen of cach. Then we
read the central shaft had four - that makes
twentytwo cf cach. Also we read they had further
knops jcining each pair of branches across - that
wonld mseke twentyfive. So we have twentytwo bowls
like untc almends, twentyfive knops and the twenty-
two flowers. Why twentytwc? Twentytwo is twice
eleven. Eleven in Scripture sesms to suggest
WORSEIP. There is ons pealm of wership whioh has
twentytwe parts. The whole alphabet c¢f praise; and
the Lord Jesus ig the Alphe anfl the Omega in the”
Latér Soripture, and His peoplec are to have a whole
alphabet of expsctaticn, 3 whele alphabet of praiss.
There is nct muoh rcem tc use the alphabet in
grumbling then. All the letters are made up inte
werds of praise. That is the character of those
who are joined to the Lord. Do you wonder that
eleven and twentytwo are the numbers c¢f praise in
Seripture? The very number of letters in the
Hebrew alphabet. But twentyfive - ah, there is a
reascen for this. Twentyfive knaps; five by five.
And five in Soripture brings befcre us God's cwn
uge of little things. God's use of them, and so
His people rcalize hcw 60d uses them. I am glad to
say the Lord Jesus Christ is marked out here as the
Cné in the oentre, and that He has MORE kncps and
MORE almends than His people, anocinted with the oil
of gladness above those whce have a share with Him
(HeD. 1. 9). But He is in the midst and He leads
their praigse. What delightfvl meatings there
sheuld be, and further, dc you nct think it is
enjcyable to ses that BACH branoh is beautifully
arranged, for there is no oonfusion - three cne
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side, three the cther, - Jews and Gentiles brought
together, and all arranged IN the Lord Jesus. Uc
yocu not think it is beautiful to see that nct only
BACH brainch had & knop, but a further zxmop Jcined
each tc one on the other side (Ex. 25.35). It is
all jecining, Jjecined to the oentre, Jjcined to cne
another. and that was one ¢f the very lessons in
the oherudim. The oherubim lccked tcward the
mercy-seat and one another. It is impcssible fcr
Ged's meople tc lcve one ancther UKNLESS they 1cve
the Lcrd Jesus; but if they Ycve the Lerd Jesus
they MUST 1cvse cne ancther, Here is the beautiful
view breught befcre us of the nrivilegss of Ged's
pscple. T, the branches were the game; the Lord
lcves a1l His people: they are all golden, they are
a1l blessed, they are 3ll tc praise IN THE PCWER CF
THB HOLY SPIRIT. W®e are reminded in Bxcd. 3C that
Aarcn 1it the lamps at even, cr rather the margin
Euts it mecre olearly, "He mede er caused the lamps
c asocend a8t even". "Caused to ascend” - this werd
is just 1ike the burnt cffering wcrd. Hers is the
GOING UP cf wership. There MUAY be the theught that
gome of the lamps wers pubt cut in the daytime, bub
the centre ons may have been kept alight alweys.
Anyhcw, it is quite olear the Lord Jesus is Ons e
praises always. The causing tc¢ ascemd at even is 3
very vicnderful theught - the light cf wcrship and
pralse gces nup before Ged the Father beoause cf the
Burnt Offering. %Yell may Ged's pecplc praise
because the Lord Jegus was the Burnt Offering.
i1l you just turn with we tc Lev, 24. Hers wo
read "Commrand the Children cf Ierasl that they
bring unto thee pure oil c¢live beaten fcr the light
tc cause to aseend the lumps continmally. Without
the vail of the testimeny in the tabernacle ¢f the
congregaticn, shall Aarcn crder it frem the evening
untc the merning before the Lerd econtinwmally™. And
verse 4 afds "He shall crder the lamps npcn the
pure lampstand before the Lcoxd continuelly™. Boys
and girls, hcw delightful it is when cne is saved,
tc be BHFORE THE LORD oontinuelly, and tc be able
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tc praise Him ccntinually. Oh, hcw rich are the
blessings which Gcd sc gracicasly gives away. Just
turn tc Num. 8. Hero we rcad, "Spezak untc Aarcn
and say untc him, %heh thcu lightest the lamps, the
scven lamps shall give light cver against the lamp-
stand (the csntre-shaft is the lampstand). And
Aarcn did sc; he lighted the lamps therescf cver
against the lamnstand, as the Lord ocmmandef ilcses.
Angd this wcrk cf the lampstand was cf beaten gecld,
untc the shaft therecf, untc the flcwers therecf".
Here we have brcught befcre ue frem the snaft te
the flcwers, ALL was cne beaten work of pure gold.
Christ and His besutiful pecyple, with the flcwers
and fruit. Ah, there must be fruit when there is
unicn with Him. Fruit is because of being joined
tc Him and there is the fruit cf wership. Have we
any cther verse fcr that? Yes - "That is the fruit
¢f cur lips, giving thenks tc dis Name", and FHIS
ocres in the epistle tc the Hebrews itself.

And new, boys and girls, remember cnce mcre
that the lamvstsand was in the hcly place for these
in one family, God's family; it piotured thcse wac
are jcined tc the Lerd Jesus. Have YOU been jcined
tc the Lord Jesus? Ycu kncw ABOUT these things;
ycu have heard ABOUT Ged's werds hundreds of times,
but when we think cf the riches ¢f grace tcward
these for whem the Lord Jesus died, that they might
be jeined tc Him and able tc praise and tc wcrship
and tc serve, it must pain us tc think there are
these whoe dc nct kacw Him as their Savicur, althcugh
they have heard sc cften of Him. Bubt what a °
refreshmant it is when a bey cr a girl, 4 man cr &
weman is brcught tc be able tc say, "That Savicur
is my Sevicur, I rest cn Him fer 1life, I am jeined
tc Him, I am made gloricus in Him, I receive pcwer
frcem Him tc please God, to praise, tc wership, held
up by Him, Teceiving everything thrcugh Him! The
riches of salvaticn make us long that ycu tcc may
kncw cur Savicur tc-dey.
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