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LUKE 3,_21-22.
The Lord Jesus Christ appears to have come after, or
rather at the .end, of the baptiem of mony - not while the people
were being bapvized, but when they had been baptized, Vhat wos
the reqson? 3Baptism is not a goal, but a beginher, Ought they not
to have remained and thus been ready to be led further? Apporently
many of vhen had left John, not only with physical leaving, but
failing to realize whot buptlsm set forth, Hence, though John saw
the wondrous view of Christ, few others were present if any othera,
HE wos vo be, menifested to Is@uel but we cre not told that crowds
of Israel scw Him boptized, Somewha‘c interestingly in this
comectlcm we notice how the most remarkable baptism - that of the
Lord Jesus which g been the mest remarkable witness - was not
particularly a public event at firet, This has an important bear-
ing,The great point for children of God is to honour their Lord's
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will, Scripture does NOT now loy great stress on the beptisER as
one appointed for some special ‘o fice!, nor the PLACE of the
baptism, nor on the number who witness the baptism, but upon the
one vho is boptized being in & right condition, ond on the baptism
being in accord with the mind of God.

The Lord Jesus woe boptized to set forth obedience, ond
was praying, The tense is changed. 3cptism, an act; praying, a
continuence, The words "Being baptized" in English would look
like @ similar tense, but it is rather "Hoving been beptized and
keeping on proying". "The hecvens were opened", and the Spirit of
God, the Holy Spirit, descended ~ t:is wes o fact., The VAY in
vhich the Spirit of God come is remarkable, The coning in bodily
form asa dove would remind us of tiae sacrificiecl aspect of the
dove, a symbil of purity; would indicoe, furthemmore, the gentle~
ness of the “ord Jesus, and still furtiher would provide o con~
tragt with God's gift from hecven to Ilijoh through the ravens.
You will recollect that the Lord sent through the ravens to Elijoh
in the wilderness, The Spirit of God came s & dove upon Christ,
Who was then "driven into the wilderness", where there wes no
food, The contrast is very remarksvle. sgain, there is another
contrast, ~ Upon the disciples the ioly Spirif appeared in the.
form of a flame, Nothing to burn up in Christ, much to burn up
in them, Yet agoin, baptism in woter wos with a view to baptism
in the Spirit. This wes piotured. But Christ in His baptism also
pictured His going under THEZ WATERS sl TATH, and therefore as
His going under the woters of wrath weos-the stepplng atone to His
pending of the Holy Spirlt a8 the end ol the gospels ond the be-
ginning of Acts would show, here we hove o beautiful picture of
this, He was heptized under typical water, The Spirit of God de~
scended to show t@at when He went wader wrath, i,e. under the
vaters of judgment, His work would be complete, and the Spirit
of God would descend upon those tho rose to newness of life in Him,
end who would thus becohe faithful servonts,

There is another parallel with this passage in Matt, 17,
fe have on the mount of trunsflgur.tloﬁ i1e voice from heaven,
even &g here the vords from heaven, The Loxd Jesus went up into a
high mountion ond was there troansfigured; loses aid Elijeh were
tolking to Him, a bright cloud overshadowed them, and, behold &
voice out of the cloud which said, "This is My beloved Sen, in
thom I cm well~pleased’’, Olerve that in Tuke's gospel we read
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that Ze was baptized, ondproyed, cnd in the same gospel(Iuke 9)
we are told concerhimg the transfiguration "He went up into o
mountain to PRAY, and AS HE PRAYED the fashion of His countenonce
was altered” - thus the words "from heaven" are in hoth places
assoclated with PRAYER, Nor is this strange, When the Lord Jesus
was praying in John 12, there came o voice from heaven, saying,
"I have glorified and will glorify acgein", Thus we have o special
gtress on preyer, "I will pray the Father, and He shall give you
another Comforter" is thus illustrated, end the type of the de-
gcent of the Holy Spirit is before us. But further linking with
the transfiguration, do we not see the twofold testimony to the
Lord Jegus Christ? His rising up from baptism repinds of, "Thou
art My Son, <his day have I begotten Thee", The transfiguration
pictures the coming day of the Lord. "Thou art Iy beloved Son",
"Thie is My beloved Son, hear ye Him", In that fiure doy of the
Lord, it will be, "Every soul which will not hear that prophet
will be cut off from among His people", "Hear ye Him" will be

the mark of the coming deay.

Thue the two events were not only events in history,
but were pictoricl of the two dispensations. The: present dispen-
sation was associated with the Lord Jesus as the well-cpproved One
in Vhon the Father wae well~-pleased, The power of the Holy Spirit
over & wilderness-life, the future dispensction will have the
glory.of God displayed in the kingdom-triumph of Christ., That the
tradnfiguration pictures the kingdom is clear from Hebrews 2,

"We see Jesus Who wos made a little lower than the angels for the
suffering of death, crowned with gliry and honour, THAT HE by the
grace of God might tast: death" - crowmed before death. The
crovming, taerefore, was on the mount of transfigurntion, pictor-
ial of His coming crowning, dis coming royhl glory in this earth,
In like manner, the baptism and the descent of the Holy Spirit
were pictorinl of the death and resumection of the Lord Jesus,
end His work on the day of Pentecost, Hence we have the wonderful
stress "Thou art My beloved Son, in Thee I am well-pleased",

| Tscioh 42 effords another parallel, "The Lord is WELL-
FLEASED for HMis righteousness' scke", God the Father is wéll
pleased with the finished work of His beloved Son, The Spirit of
God cane dowa oe the proof of that: and the present dispensation,
in 1ts Dlessedness of the new covenant, and the future dispensa-
tion is ite further blessed spnlication of the new covencnt, are
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olike built upon the fact "Iy beloved Son in Vhom I om well please
ed", The well-plecsing work of Phe Loxd Jesus is the ground of our
acceptance. The well-pleasing work of the Lord Jesus is the basis
of every blessing, now and then,

These words also give us & practical encouragement,
Just ag the typical samorifices were pictorial of the work of
Christ end suggestive of the devotion of the worshipper ond
what the worshipper wished to becoze - for when he offered a
bullock he said, "I wish to become a faithful servent"; when he
offered & sheep-he said, " wish %o hecome pure", ~ so here, this
pictures not only Christ's finished work, but what His people
should be, Hade sons of CGod in His well-beloved Son, we cre to
reelize that the mark of a son of Cod, & child of God, is ~ "In
wham T em well-pleased", If we minlk in the Spirit we shall be
those in whom the Father is WELL-PLIASZD, The privilege of
life ofter baptism is not to look Hack with satisfoction to the
one act, but to reelize that the believer's life AFTER baptism is
to be seeking tc please the Father, I do not mean that baptism
CLCURES this. The believer is not read: to be boptized TILL he
wishes to bewell-plecsing, Only os he rests upon the finished
work of the lord Jesus cen he rightly be baptized, and only as he
wishes to please God can he rightlr be baptized, Baptism does not
gecure the blessing, but the Lorc Jesus Christ was typically bap-
tized BEFORE HE engoged in certein parts of His life-work, as if
to suggest thet baptism indicctes we are willing to plecse the
Lord in everything, to go where He wishes, to do vhat He wishes,
to suffer what He wishes, to be whot e wishes ~ in other words,
beptism indicates in type vhat the believing soul experiences in
regeneration, the crucifixion of the flesh, the burial of the
flesh, the setting cside of the flesh; and the desire to live
with a life well-plegsing unto the Fotler,

In the Loxd Jesus Chrisf {here wos nothing thet was
grievous, John therefore, was suxrprised when He came to be bap-
tized ~ "I have need tc be baptized of Thee, cnd comest Thou to
me"? The Lord's answex is definite, "Thus it becometh ug" -
not to do vhat the others did, they were confessing their sins,
"Thus it becometh us to fulfil oll righteousnesg", Christ's ob-
Ject wos the cpposite in some- respects from that of others who
came to be bapltized, They confegsed their sins, He pictured the
fulfilling of oll righteousness,
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