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EOSPITALICTY.
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1. The Gommande of the Holy Splrit 1» their
Individval and Assembly Aspsots (Rom. 12,183,
1 TMna. 3. 2, Tit, 1. 8, 1 Pat. 4. 9,)

2. Sgoriptursl Examples,

3. fhe ittituds of Love in A1l Things.

¢, IBhoapitality - Right and wWrong (2 John 10, 11).

We have, beloved friends, a desaply practical gubjaot,
"Hospitality" and what the SORIPTURE says oonocsrning this,
Thavks be wato God the Soripture says SOM3THING ecncerning
EVERYTHEING, vot alwaye in the way men would choose, not always
in the ®ay wo should expaot, but there gre statomsuts, principles,
extmples, contrasts: - all Precibus to be obedient heart. Indesd,
there is iuformstiom of a wondrously varied kind, that, as it 19
applied by the Holy Spirit, we may know whab W@ ought to do, and
what we ought wot to do; where we ought to be, and where we ought
vot to be; how we ars to speak, and how we are mot to speek; and
what ghould be the mauner of our thoughts, and vhat should HOT be
the maoner of our thoughts, - on every ccoasion,and ugder, or
rather amid, sa]] eirounstances. The child of @od has wot raceived
&0 insuffiolent guidebook. Ee feels his need for a 8pirituality
of heart that he may recelve from God that isstrustioy whioch

applied in his 147 uay make him simply s witness in the daxk
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days in which we life.

"Hoepitality", The Holy Spirit uses a word so iraunslated
in five papsages. We therefore turn to those five passages, for
THEY are our Bible diethbowary. Yes, the ocourrences themselves
are our dicticmary, or the bdasis of i, The word does woty I
¥hink, ooeur omse in the Saptuagint., Let us prayerfully approach
the verses., In Romans 12, 13 "Having fellowship with the necessi-
tiss of the saints, pursuimg the HOSPITALITY". 1 Tim. 3. 2 "1t de
neassaary therefore for the oversesr to be cns without charge
1814 againet Bim, a hushband of one wife, sober, of s sound mind,
will ordered, BOSPITARLE, able.tc teach". T4tus 1. 8. Concerning
the cvorseer who 1s to be uncharged, as God's steward, it is
24304 - "Not haviug base gain, but HOSPITABLE, one that loveth
good, of & sound wind, righteous, rious, sslf-contrelled, helding
the faithful word accorfdng to the teeching”,~ in such a way that
he holds 1t as prescicus to himgelf against ell who oppose, "in
order that he may de able both to epgourage in the teaching that
is sound, and to conviet the ones who ppedk againet”, 1 Pet. 4.9
"Bs HOSPITARLE one to another without rurmuring, each one socording
8¢ he received a grace gift, wivistering 1% to yourselves, as good
gtevards of the varisgatod grace of God". Hsb. 13, 1,2 "Let
brotherly love remain. Be not forgatful of the HOSPITALITY, for
through this some unaweres have entertained angels". Fow at cnoe
w9 draw ap inference,thst the Holy Spirit 1o putting hospitality
Yefore us as & OMMAND to boltevers iy THRZZ passages, and &g &
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statement conocerning exomplary believers (believers vho have
responsibilities) in two passages. Farthemmore, in Romans,
Pater and Hebrews, the word is olosely linked with the word
"Love®, end THIS is importent. We do wll to remember that
in the third epistle of Johnm, which we shall ponday more
saftarwards, wo find this encouragement to Gaius, "Baloved,
thou doest faithfully whatsoever thou workest, with a view to
the brethren and as to the STRANGZRS" - “stranger-brsthren®,
that 48, not having been sean before in the flesh, or, 1f you
will, "guest-brethren", for the same word suggests both a
stranger and a guest”. This word "siranger" which ocours in
this passage reminds us of Eph. 2 where we resd "Now them ye
ere vo lenger strangers (that is to say, Bo longer merely
guests), but fellow-oitizens", fand this reminds uws of 1 Det.4
whore it is written iu verae 12 "Beloved, do not think 4t
STRARGE coneorning the fiery trisl whioh is among you to test
ydu, as though & strapge thing wore happening tc you, but
rejoice”, XNow this word "strapger" i1s half the word "hospitality"
Hospitality is literally "the love of strangers™, or the manifes-
tation of love to guests. It is the very same word which is
brought before us in the compound noun of thope passages, - the
love of strangers, the love of guests. This gives a foree to
1 Pot, 4. After the apostle has urged the lova of strangars,
he says, Beloved, do not thisk that the fiery trial 4s & stranger.
Weloome guests, but the fiery trisl has come to stay lonmger than

a guest stays. It is to bs quite recognised as & member of your
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homa, Do not think that & strange thing is happening to you,
or that a visitor has oome to see you when & trial comos slong,
but rejoice inasmuch as ys are normally and oontinuously partakers
of the auffering3 of Christ, It is not simply a visitor for a
fow waoks; you ara to expsct trials until you reaoh the glory,
and therefors if God allows & fisry trial all the time, 30 not
bs surprised, 8o not think the trials will soon be past. while
in this body of humiliation, they remain. The Lord may be pleased
Yo keep on REFINING His gold, and, therefors, do not think 41t
strange that the Refiner allows the trials fo be more than that
of a {emporary guest,

How having seen the word ussd by the Holy Spirit, and
that it ie linked with "love" and the fact that it is made uwp
of WO words so as to dsnote the lcve of stramgers, or the
friendship of strungsrs, snd having seen how elsswhore the word
"stranger" 18 used, we oap understand somethiug of God's teaching,
Literally it ia, "Making a stranger & fiiend", The first part
of the word is "friend", the second part of the word is “strasger”,-
"befriend a stranger", that is the Divine ststement, and THAT is
hospitality. How many of us are eo used to 1living in the present
day use of Emglish worda, and we varrow down the terms of the
Holy 3pirit. But this is a mistake, agaimst whioch the lawyer
in Luke 10 was so wondrously warped. W must not for oge
momant think that inviting someone to have a meal i3 the
beginning and end of hospitality, or that inviting him to stay
the night 18 the sum and substanos of it., These NATERIAL
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expressions of hospitality are comparatively small, UNLESS
something elae is lirked therewith, and it 1a by no mesns
remariadle that the Holy Spi.it uvses & gensric word with e

vide meaping aud & hundred spplicstiors, yea, myriads of
applicaticns - whioh are so oftex found i¥ the Seriptures of
truth, 4h, helcved friends, we thark God for the KANY appli-
caticus of Hie words. Let us thersfors be olear uwpen this point,
Physical aotions WITHOUT the spiritusl befriending wre NOT
hospitality, and further, hospitality is by no msans to be
limited to, mor is it neoassarily oxpressed by, the inviting

to o mesl or & bed., Thers are MANY other forme of hospitality,
and the Lord may ¢all us to S0MZ of these, It is quite olear
that the aspsct of 8 lcdging is CFTEY inmcluded. ZFhilemen will
ghow that., BOT JO? as the onmly aspeot, auy mere than the word
"kigs* meant simply & salutation on tho cheek. The word
smploysd by the Holy Spirit denofed scmething made by frisndly
love, and the Holy Spirit, kmowing the diverse cirocumstances
of 8ifferent lands and times, used a GZN3IRIC word ia order
that we might all apply 4n comneotion with our present arrange-
ments. There is no alteration of the word 4£ w eay "salufe
every saint with something made in friendly love", that is the
intrineic meening of the term; and if you sheke hapds you are
fulfilling the meaning of that word, providsd you do it in a
saintly wey, - but not otherwise. The Holy Spirit kuew whot
word to use to spply at all times., 8o 4s it with respect to the
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word "hospitality", and I euppose there ara many dear children
of God vwhe are glad of this. Supposs it simply meant “Invite
to your homa", - how many dsar unmarrioalohilaron of God would
say "1 oannct obey that oommend; yet it seems to be allressed
to all ssints®., But the Lord has grasionaly arranged commands
to suit Els pecpls in their varied positioms. If wo grasp this
wo shall undarstand Soripturs much more fully, and remamber
whatover we give wnto the Lord is aceedted adcording %o that
whisch we have, and not according to that which we have nct,
Thie 48 important. 1If we have ANYTHIKG, we m8y and should usa
it for the Loxd, but if ws have not ome thing, the Lord graoiocusly
arranges that wo uze eomething else for Him on the line of His
comprehensive oommand “Be hospitable”. Brotharly love canm be
shown in the street as well ag in the home, Indeod the Prisnd-
linegs to & strenger, the gresting to & stranger, the right
roocognition of & stranger is & privilege thav helongs to every
posaidle slrcumstance. Israel had many inmsiructions comcerning
hoapitality.

A few words msy be helpful in thias sounecotion as to
the one form of hospitality whioh in English is usrvally under-
steod, and with this we will oouple the Soriptural examples,
Heb, 13 brings befcre us the way in which Abraham snd others
entertained argole, and believers are encouraged sot to be
FORGITIVL. I suppose there i3 muoh discourtesy through
forgstfulneas, ‘we INTIND to do ocartain things, dut we lose
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the opportunity through forgetfulness. "Bo not forgatfulr,

The Holy Spirit thus gives a COMMAND to ths Lord's dear people,
As an esgembly saints were to carry it out. 1 dc mot mean they
wore 81l to fulfil 4t 19 the ssme wmay, or at the sams time,
Indeed the visitor would £ind 1t moat anbarrassing if all wished
to oarry 1t cut is the OX% narrowsd oonception which has passed
inte our Inglish idss, we need %o be mors broad-minded for the
Lord's commandments which are exceeding droad. Thus shall we
realies the fulnees of that which the Lord has set forth. When
He ment forth Eis disoiples among Israel, they were tc acoept
house-hospitality, why? Bsocause Israel were not then set =side,
But when the Lord Jesus Christ in the Garden of Gethaomane marked
out the oonfliot with the prince of this world, &nd when the
Judgment of this world oame, and the oircwnstances were altopather
elfared, 1% 4s plain from Luke 22 that Dbelievers cannot expect the
8ame hospitality from those of any earthly sation. 7ho werid ig
viewel as that which is sgainast the redeemed, aad though the
barbarous psople may shpw us ne 1ittle kindvesa, ve are not to
apticipate this, but rather to dbe willing to be abidiug $n the
oity certeir days until the Lord opens arrangements &s He dia

at Philippi. We are to be VIRY CAREWL in this conunection,
Observe too, afterwsrds:- “If ¥6 have Juiged me faithful to the
Lord, cema intc my house”. A rather ddfficult prodlem is hereby
suggested, but I think a suggestive problem, W must cften be

very oarsful as to going into houses unless we Judge thoss in
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Yhem to be faithful to the Lord., Unless a believer is faithful
%o the Lord he is not oompetent to welwome into his house, mor
are we %o ensourage this, The yroblom ia a very diffiocult ome.
Furthermors, 1n the third epistls of John we have brought before
ug & Galus whe appears fo have baenm 11ke "Gaius mine host, and of
the whole church”, {f not the same wan, Ho showed grace-given
love to strangers, amd the apostle said "Thou dosst it faithfullyn
"For the sake of the Name they went forth taking vothing from the
Geutiles™, Thers we have the same principls, the prineiple of
fellowehip, but not receiving from en earthly nation., whils
Israel were God's earthly people the apostles received from them,
hut 414 not expeot this afterwards, Wis iz & solemn prineipls,
I suppose these aspeots of hospitdlity end what has been oslled
the mocial alement 1n the relaticuship of believers, must bde
viewed a3 8 very, very diffioult problem. In the sarly church
there was & great advantage, for the beliasvers were daily of
one sooord in SOLOMON'S PORCH. They met iw daye of revival for
daily MEZTINGS, and that was their usual gathering place, 1In
the houses they broken bread,- not inm avery house or at home,
88 our VERSICN might suggest, but rather, alomg the houses;
which, as the houss of & Phileman, or an Aduila apd Priscilla,
as elsewhero montioned, were the places whers in contradistinotice
%o the PUBLIC templs they gathersd for the aimply assembly-
eppointment of bdresking bread. I said just mow that hospitality
involved wany problsms, . Undoubtadly 4t does ia this parrowed,

and yot important, aspeot. For example, even the apostles were
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urged not to go from house to house. 7The damage to themselves,,
the awekening of a rivalry amoug various ones, - these things are
hinted, But not only would there be a waste of time in meny
cases, there would also be mors serious results, and 1 Tim. 5
refore to a going from house to house as productive of slander
end lazinesa. (ne oannot be too careful in scnvection with the
Soripture warnings with respeoct to that whioch has been viewsd as
the "sosial aspeot®, The fact is ohildrsn of God who are in any
meagure awakensd are far too busy to sit down for an "ordinaryﬁ
talk, they are far too dusy to waste their time in going about
the houses., Thay realise for their own sakes and the sake of
example, and for many other reasoms, it is a very solemn thing
to go to the house of anothar, beoause whsn any are gathered
togsther in a mors {nformal way, the perils of ordinary time
waated, and wspiritual oconversation, to say nothing of words
concexning others which are not always profitable,- to say
nothing of this, - aven the other parils are suffiofently real
to make believors guardsd., If we had a oormand to do this, we
should risk the oonsequences, trustiug in the living God, dut
as Soripture arrangsments ars rather for saints to meet TOGETHER
at gatherings, and as we 40 not have this sociel element dbrought
bofore us, we have & considaerable prodlem if we introduce that
wvhich is not appointsd, 4n the way it is often at the present
time undsrstocd. e ars not warrented in making our own
problems. Ip this connection obeerve that the hospitality fe

the attenticn to ths needs as Heb, 13 shows, of strangers.
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It 1s not the 1dea of "going out to tea" of thoss who &re near
ore another. It is something vastly differvent. I do not doubt
that there may be oases where ap Aquilk and Priscilla may invite
an Apollos, though we are not to0ld whether he had & meal or not.
Certainly he had a spiritusl meal, and that wis the important
mattor. But they wors ccmpetent saints for thet which is more
diffietlt thaw giving an addrass, - the carrying through of1u»§“¥ﬂ&
spiritual CONVERSATION 4v the home. We are not surprised,
fhorefors, that the Holy Spirit not only is urging hospitality
on the church generslly, but shows that the "receiving into the
heme™ aspest spesially belonged to the elders im BOTi the psssages
of Timothy ard Pitus. Wo are not surprised that we have this,
and that other paseages confirm the eame thought, which has
prinociples to be applied, 4n measure, amid all surrovmdings. ILet
v coms t¢ the other pamsages. Jor example, Paul deeires to go
to Philemon, to the Colcsaians, and to the Laodiceans; he asks
Philemon, in whosa house saints wore gatherad, 70 ARRANGZ ABOU?T
THS LODGING. It is for him to see to 1%. The matter is ao
solemn &nd so important, so much time might be wasted, so many
wrong examples might be given, so much hindrance might be made,
unless there wers as much oare about appointing the lodging as
care about guidavce as to the public testimony. Indoed the homes
are quite as important as the addressss in the meeting, snd, if
they fall shorf, the general assembly life goes down, even though
the meotings are spirituslly profitadle. Tha home is the keener
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tost, and this ie emphasized in Soripture. Great mental ability
is not brought before us iz Timothy 3 or in Titus 1, as & pre-
requisits for responsibility iv the same say as &2 golly home.
Undoubtedly the overssser weuld have cerxtain mental qualifications,
but such guslificatiocne are sesond. Fersonal godliness and
dsvotadnass,seen iu the homes, are brought imto prominent Divinely-
encouraging emphasis. This leads om to another thought. #hen the
apostle is arranging for Demetrius 6md his oolbaguef or colloeagues,
ip 3 Johu, he does not make any individualizing arrangsments, even
with godly Gadius, first. He says "I wrote wato the oaurch”. It
was only when the ohurch deliberately 2ad definitely put the
hospitelity on ona side that John wrote to one who wes & faithful
sexyvant of the Lord. the hospitality in thie marrowsld aspact of
raceivicg into the hone, &nd in the wlder aspecte of showing &
woloone &nd greoting, were alike the respomsidilities of the
gseembly and not the "individual® actiors lv a way which ignored
those responsibilities, or whioh hindared the full menifestation
of thoze resporsibilities. It is so in Rev. & and 3, the words
"He thet heth an ear™ FOLLOW; the Lord writes first to one
representing the asaombly, mot &5 an individusl, but 4v the Lord's
godly ordsring. Confusion 4s not His will. 8 have all overlooked
this, but I suppoce everyone of us can now fes the deep importance
in tho very matier before us, I am vot now speaking of an ungodly
mischief maker who desires to hinder God's work. He might try
and arrange hospitality in order fo twiet esids from the Truth.
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But I am spesking now of other ciroumstances., Just ag very
froquently a dear ohild of God attempts {¢ preach before he has
beor} with the Lord suffioiently, so 1t ip quite easy for us to
overrate our abilities in other things. Furthermore, there is
another form of error which is vot exnotly overrating ability,
but is linked with a real humility; and yat nct with sufficient
bhurility. vhat I mean is this, & dear ohild of God mteps into
& "gap”, bhe feels that there must be ocertain preaching, and he
gteps into 1t, iustead of VWAITING on the Lord that the Lord
wuld £111 the gap. So with regard to this form of hoapitality,
it is quite possible fer a Yelisvar to try and do the best he oay
iv 2 vay that would ouly hinder the werk of 30d, 4f he is vot
fitted for 1t.

This leads to anothor theught. You say, But what
about av smerzemey? Undoubtedly God etops in wheu an emergenéy
arrives, "Bo not forgatful to ebtertain atrangars" in that
connsction applias very wondsrfully, though even them we should
be ocarsful that we should do all things decsntly, sud iv ordsr,
for that is & DIVINZ PRINCIPIR. Iet me illustrate what I mean.
Hob. 13 is not referring to an dnvitaticn, but when the strangers
HAVE ARRIVED, That is altogether different. The preparing of
the 1odging beforshand is different - an assombly matter, ss
3rd John, Philemen apl the Bock of Asts show. If on the other
band there be the arrival of some, there may Ye an emeérzonay,
898 I take it that a ohild of Jod would adept suoha PRINCIFLE
88 the following:- ™well, I am glad you have some among us to
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Hear something more of the wWord of the Lord. If no one ean
make the arravgements so easily, I shall be dslighted that

you might shars my simple arrangemsnts, 4f this is quite ip
acoord with the mind of ary dear drethren who guids, in the
shipherding as Eph. 4 indioates”, or in any measure help,

(12 the Lord grants oversesrs, am in Mmothy and Titus) and

I take 1t, the ohild of God would welcome for the time being,
and theny would comsult such dear brethrem, and 1f they felt
they were able to make the arrangoment otherwiss, the child

of God would gladly say, "This will ds 8 pleasure, but I &4
not want the saint who ocame to the neighdourhood, or one who
professes to be oonoerned for the truth of God, to feel in

sny seuse NEGLECTED, so I tock astion 8t once in the emergensy
Just awaiting further sction on the part of the Lord's psople
in the 2ssembly fellowsnip, to whioh HZ has brought us". Yes,
Ho brings to this, aud the figure of & body shows the besutdiful
harmony which should exist. But when thers is the knowing
BEFOREhand, the srrangements are PACULIARLY definite and worked
out. By the way, the arrangements of the home are actually
mors resultful eftentimes than the presence in the meating.
Henoe one of the most remarkable examples in the bdook of icts
should be pondered, The apoatle is going to Jerusalem, snd
they took with them a certain Mnason, "An ¢18 déseiple with
whom we should lodge”, It seems extraordipary to be Journeying
along with the ome with whom they were to lcdga. Just before



13.

this the apostle entered into the house of Philip the evangelist.
These two passages in Aots 21 oonfirm the thought of Mmothy and
Titus, They show us how the early church hsd & right realisation
of the GREAT importente of & godly home, of the grest importanse
of hospitality, {n this aspaot, by those who were compatent to
exeroise it to the glery of God.

And zow, beloved friendas, we pass further. ZLove has
MANY aotivities, and the Holy Spirit calls to the WIDER aspeot
of hospitality, that everything may be doms with a love of
strangers without MURMURING, as 1 Patar emphasizes, Let me
illusirate what I mean. Yot all have the ssme temptations.
Indeed,some have certain aotions which appear to he gpiritual,
whioh MAY be very fleshly, or whioh sppesr to be epiritual, yut
are not 33335¥3153&4 by as all-round spirituality. let me put
twp oases before you. "A" is & believer, he is very fond of
study. BEvon bdefore he waa saved, he wea fond of study. Now
that he is saved he studies the Soriptures continually, and
various things oconcerning the Truth., He learns the verses of
Pruth, and we rejoice %o mes the ocontinual earvestness, He
does not teke up the study of Grsek, and put it down again,
Ho oontinues, with s view to the knowledge of the Soriptures.
There i3 & godly persistency. Youw say, A very excellent believer,
Granted, in certain ways. "B" 1s & belisver who is wot partioularly
fond of study, he never was. He likes a {slle; he is maved by grace
8nd he 1likes to talk about grace. Now notice the probloms ¢Eose

two dear saints have. A stranger arrives on the scems. "A" is
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very glad jo see him, but he thinks, "How shall I got ny study
dene this week?" and this underourrent affects the truly desired
wasnth of the greeting toward this stranger. "B" is dolighted to
8ee him, he will be so glad to have a talk, he will put seide his
study with the greatest of pleasure to try and help. The visitor
has oome alomg, and both wish to halp. But "B" thinks "aA" is
rather selfish, and A" does wamt to finish the stuldy; and "a"
thinks "B" 18 too muoh ocoupied with novelties, and 1if he was &
11ttle quieter and 414 a 14ttle more study 1t would bs all the
better for him. "A" sees."B's" fault and "B" sces "A's" fault.
Hence a little friection. Zaoh needs to heo his own favlt, spd
to deal with {t before the Lord, snd THEN to wekh the othexr's
feot, and pull out the mote with love's tendermess. ™4* nay
have a oonsiderable amount of spirituslity ir his gtudy, bdut &
considerable amount of fleshly energy ;335%333. "B msy have
8 considerable amount of love 4im his welcome, but & considsrable
amount of natural interest is added. The Lord sorts out the
oomplex aotions, fThe Lord will anmalysze them and roward at the
Judgnent geat of Ghrist, But wo do fesl the need for reserving
the Judgment 411 that day, bteocause we cannot snalyee. But
surely the words ring out with foree to us, that believers should
seak to grow up unto Christ in ALL things, that there may not be
a (liBeided growth, but a davelopment of the various perts of the
believing 1ife, to the praise of the glory of God's gress. Do
ot misunderstand me 4f I say there are two important prinoiples

that apply whioh are seemingly contradistory. Ome is this. It is
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8 good thing to do that on which your heart s set. Secondly, it
is & good thing te do that on which you sre not set. wWhat I mean
is this. It may be well for "A" to de disturbed iy his study, -
porhaps he 1s the ome who should lcok aftar this vieiter. Op the
other hand there are oircumstances where the Lord £its ons in one
wey and one 1n avother, and whore the Lord Himasslf prepares one
brother to be more suitahle for conversation, and apother to fsel
the especisl naed for definite preparation, that he may minister
the word 1p certsin arrengements from the Lord. The Lord could
equip some, as in the ocase of the apostles, to do MANY parts of
work, and we should pray for mors msefulness, but 1w 1 Pet, 4
where wo have the need of hospitality without grulging, without
murnurisg, the vext verse is "Stewsrde of the variegated grace

of God". Remember hospitality meant s variegated work for the
whole assemdly; and the foot ocamnot do what the hand can 4o, and
the hand caunot do what the oot can do; the hand is not to ignore
Bhe foot, mor to gat 4n the way of the Pfoot, mor to eaty the foot,
but to work with ths foot, and to bs thamkful for the foot, and 1t
ie fo be the same with the foot. Thus is there a spiritual en joy-
- ment of the animating and uniting power of the Holy Spirit, under
the direoting powsr of the glorious Lord. Otherwise there must be
failure 1n the assenmbly, and failure in the individusl 14%e. The
love of gtrangers s & love which 1s to sxtond in VARIOUS ways,
The Lord's worde in Luke 14, achoing Isa. 58 amd reminding of
Matt. 25, sufgest that something which is given to the least of

iis brathren may be givey wato Him, end not poly so, but that
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certain acticus may be dome toward those whom the Lord has not yet
drawato Himself, but whom Ho is drawing, which will be used as a
witness for Him. These principles are deeply important. The
welocming of those whe ars rnot wealthy friepds, but whc &re the
cutcasts of Luke 14, {mplies a primciple contradictory cf many
present theories, &s understood by the world, but the ohild of
504 has learned to contradioet theae, and lowe is to ba chown %o
those who are the lesst. Compars the mossage about the 1itils
ores, and eveu the aup of cold water in the name of a disciple.,
Tho Lord lecks at LITTLE things which ars dowe to LITTIR ones,
and to those who are but weak believers, and upon them we are
enconraged ¥o bestow the more abundantg honmour,- so gracicus is
God's suggestion. I think ws foel what this means. Thers are
gome childres of God that you osp put on ove sids, you need not
give them the sbunlant honour of locking after them. What I mesy
is this - they are not offanded if you do not spesk to them, they
do not misunderstand 4t, Thers are other ohildren of God who are
the wesksr saints, who s&re vecsesary, but you must bestow upon
them the more abundant homour, or ctherwise they will have some
spiritual disease of despondency, and be offendsd, and think you
&re cverlooking them with soms "objest", It is not always o
sngouraging ¥o have the need for abundnrt honour bestowed upon one
1o this wmy. It is mors encouraging when we are willing to be
pegleoted. And so is it with respect to hospitality. SPBECIAL
0are must de ghomn for the little cnes, (Ispask just mow Af in a
spiritual sewss), who believe iz the Lord.
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And vow let me plead for IN-hospitality. I need hardly
say that lovs is the most hating thing in the world, snd the mcre
cur love is, the greater will be the imtensity of our godly hatred,
Those who love the Lord end fear Him, are to HATZ BVIL, &nd Sorip-
ture gpeaks of 8 hating with perfect hatrsd. ™Thou heat loved
righteousness, and hated lawlossneas™, Levs involves its opposite.
Affecticn hes & stromg hatred, 3Ivery step we go hoavenward, is e
s¥ep AWAY FROX the world, and every sst ¢f love involves & cootrary.
In 1ike manner thare is a peed for ighcspitality. There are some
people aho are hospitable for everything, They are Atheniags, end
dke to hear something new, or when etrangers come thay are afraid
lest they should be IMPOLITA, and this right attituds, in a right
coutext, not being coupled with discermment 1s twisted to .some-
thing else,- for Satan's great desire 43 to get hold of that which
is right and to produce a skilfully disguised subsiiiude for it,
a0d Yo lead us sétray. If we have the affection of Baxmabas, we
need to have the discormment of Pgul, lest we are carried awy
by the dissimulation of others, or wish to taka Johs Hark with
us bafore he has been trained suffielently. The affection of
Barnabas 1s very beautiful, but Peul was strouger iv ddscermment,
and love must be with alllperception and Aisosrmment, as Phil. 1.9
shows. If it 4s not so, we shall find thet wo shell be welooming
spots in feasts of charity, and emcouraging those who are wendering
sters, and hindering other eatunts by owr misguidsd hospitality.

The apostle, therefore, urges believers on certaiw oacasions o
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be severe, for if 3rd John shows the beautiful hospitality of &
Gaius, the gecond epistle shows the I¥hoepitality which 4is appointea.
The apoatle saye, "If anyons oome unto you anl bring vot this
dootrine, receive him vot 1ntq/;onr>housa, neither bid him "Rejoise".
for he that biddeth him"RoJoiJ;; is partaker of hie evil deeds".
This 1s the right inhospitality. W% muet de inhospitadle toward
errcr and evil, ge must have no fellowship with the wefruitful
works of darkumess, and those who would mislead must not de
encouraged. Wo meed to be on our guard in this oonmnectiocn,

lest we bring those whe 20 mischief aoross the path of others,
te say nothing of damage to curselves. Love to the Tord, and
love to the Lord's people, must be 1linked with a holy hatred

of that which 1s against the Iord, snd that which is mot
emphasized as the Truth revealed in the Soriptures of Truth,
Sursly, amid all these problmms, wo need muoh grace that wi obey
the command of 1 Pet. 4, 4n the powsr of the Holy Spiris, and,
bsing rightly hospiteble t¢ all, may realise the need for the
variegated grace of God that, ir a spiritual hammony and happy
¢o-working, God in all things mey be glorified, through Jesus
Ohrist,- to whom is the glery and the might into the agea of

the ages, Amen,

L R R



