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OUTLINE te
1. ¥ars in the 014 Testament (£x.17.16; Num. 21.14;
Ps.144; eoto.)
2, The Believer and His New Life and Poeition in the
Present Dispensation (Col.3.1; Matt.26.52; John 18.?6;
Rev. 13 »
3. The Bellever, and Voting.
4, Tratriotism, Compulsion, Suffering (Rom.13; Heb.13.17;
1 Pet.2.31.)
5. The Spiritual Warfare (Eph. 6.10-18).

The subject this evening is mainly from a question or
a seriee of questions asked - and beloved friends, it is our
desire that in these gatheringe all queetions which troudle any
heart may be dealt with frankly, humbly, earnestly, to the
glory of God. There is no room here for mers criticism, no roonm
for cavilling, no rooam for bare dedating, but there is room for
disciple-like learning from the words of the living God. Ve
cshould all have no theories to defend, we should all have no
wishes of our ownj the word "heretic" meens a man with a SELF-wish.
The believer cghould simply desire the will of God; WHATEVER GOD
SAYS should be preoious to His people. It 1g not what I have
done in the past; it is not what I naturally want to do; it is
not what MY frliends do; 1t is not what the USUAL ocustom of
othere ig; but, what has the Lord sald ? However completely
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Hig sppointments outs out my schemes and arrangements, my past
actions, my natural inclinations, my opportunities, my comforts,
my good reputation, or whatever it bé -~ let these be cut out and
let the will of the Lord, the will of the Lord alone, stand, and
exercise the heart, not with a measure of feeling, "I suppose I
muet”, but with an unmeasured joy, "The voice of my RBeloved".

The pilgrim path 1s before God's dear people now, for
1t 18 written, "Here we have no continuing eity, but we seek one
to eome". We are not left in the world without a hope. We have
& bleesed, a happy hope; not only a thing, not only a mentael
bellef, tut a Person; and accordingly we have a pilgrim path
to-day 1f we are children of God, looking for the Lord from
Heaven. "They are not of the world, even as I am not of the
world". Christ d1d not come as a Judge or a Divider, He did not
come to reférm the world, He came to bear witnees to the Truth,
and He tells use the good confession of the Truth 1e ™iy kingdom
ie not of thie world". To give that good confeesion He came and
purchased the kingdom by His decath, and His people for the kingdom;
He came, and purchasing them, He delivored them from a previous
two~fold position; their position ae to law was a position of
condemned eriminels, their poeition as to the world wae the
poeition of those under the governmental providence of God,
creatures accountable to God. Grace has delivered from both of
these positions. Ve are no longar in the ephere of law and
condemnation, nor are we in the sphers of "providence", if we are

eaved by grace. The child of Cod is iifted up into the sphere
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of righteousness, and the family sphere, hence he does not
receive the blessinge only from the hand of a Creator tut he
prays, "Our FATHZR, give us this day our daily bread”. Everything
has a NEW aspect - "if anyone is in Christ there is a MEW creation,
0ld things passed away, new things came to pass, and all things
are of God".

And now we come to some of the ASPECTS of the Pilgrim
Path.  But firet we come back to the 014 Testament., In the 0ld
Testament God has sgpoken, and the Holy Spirit oalls these
Seriptures the "Holy Soriptures sble to make wise unto salvation”.
Let us ngver underrate the Earlier Scriptures. The Lord Jesus
Christ emphasized them, not only as something written, tut as
that which was written to remain unchanged, for He used the
emphatic tense, "It HATH BEEN written, and remains written", and
very strikingly He went a step further, for Satan dared to mis-use
the written Soriptures by quoting a part, and the Lord Jesus at
once varied His statement. He not only replied, "It hath been
written] but He added something else which Luke recorde, "It hath
been SAID, thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy God". Not only
written but said, There are two aspects. "It hath been eaig,
and remaine that which ie BAID". In other words, it remeins not
ONLY a written word, btut a SPOXKEN word, for the Holy Epirit keeps
on spesking thereby, Bo in Proverbs 6 we are reminded that God's
dear people when they awake should have the truth TALKING with
them. God Still SPEAKS through the Hebrew Seriptures: I know

gome have felt that this i1s not so, because we read, for example,
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"Ye have heard that it was sald unto thee of old time, tut I

gay unto you". The point is quite miseed, The Lord Jesus Christ
does not say, "Ye have hoard it wae wrongly eaid", but He mekes
the tontrasted statement, "I pay unto YOU", "Unto YOU". It is
the "you" who are changed, and eo the arrangements are changed.
There 18 no setting aside of the earlier statement, tut a
further arrangement for different persons, "I eay wnto YOU", for
you are to walk in a frech sphere. Vith this thought in our
mind we turn back to Exodus 17, The 16th. verse says, "The Lord
hath sworn that the Lord will have war with Amalek from
goneration to generation”. Hence in Numbers 21.14 we read of the
book of the wars of the Lord, and He appointed the warfare on
eome ococassions, ans, for example, by the words on Numbers 31,
“Avenge the children of Israel of the lidianites; afterward shalt
thou be gathered unto thy people”. And IN GENERAL the Lord gave
arrangenents for the warfare of Israel, “When thou goeet out to
battle againgt thine encmios and seest horses", and so forth.

The promises to Israel were on the same linee in Leviticue 26.
They were told that if thoy were faithful to the Lord, He would
give them rain and the land wouid yleld ite increese and they
would dwell in THREIR land safely end chase THRIR enemies., I
suppose at once we feel & differende bstween "And ye shall chase
your enemiez” and the words, "lLove your enemies". "Ye ehsll
chase your cnemleg, they chall fall before you by the swerd".
"Five of you ehall chase & hundred, and a hundred of you shall
put ten thousand to flight, and your enemies shall fall before
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you by the eword". In mocord with thie we find that on entry
into the land of Israel, God laid a great strees on the
srrangements for the people to take posseesion; though rcmetinmes,
ae with Jericho and befora Gibeon, snd afterwards when David
heard the sound of the going in the top of the mulberry trees,
the Lord reminded that they could not get the land into
poseession by thelr own eword, nor ocould their own arm save thenm,
but the Lord's right hand and His arm and the light of His
countenance, because He had a favour to them. Nevertheless,

God did appoint war, and David's enemiaes wers trodden down under
him. I need hardly say that the priesits were reminded when
they stepped out from the holy place, that they had falled even
there, for whensver they pase the laver 1t was {or weshing, even
though they had just come from the holy place. In like manner,
David was reminded that he had failed in comnection with the
warg; not only with regard to his own arrangements and Uriah the
Hittite, but in the wars of the Lord he had falled, and the Lérd
gave & wise rebuke in thias connection. But there WERE the
appointed ware of the 014 Testament. Ve are asked thersfore,
Have believera the same position? Are THEY to engage in confliot?
Those who usually 8nstance the 0ld Testsment bring forward a very
small portion of it, although they are urging that tho same
principles apply. For example, you do not hear them emphasising
the passage of Gideon, "The people are too many". You do not
find their stress on the faot that certain ones could go back

from the war, yet those whose hearts were tender could go back
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from engaging in the conflisct. There is a one-sidedness among
many to-day, but this one-gidednces goes still further. We have
geen the Divine wording, "When thou goeet out to battle againet
thine enemies, and gesst horsee”. Do we notice how the passage
goes on to speak of the priest approaching, and &peaking unto the
people? The PRIEST is in prominence; does not this give a key?
¥any apply Just what they vant and rejest the rest. Elsewhere
we read of the enemy that oppressed Ilerael in their land, and in
Leviticus the promige of victory follows the statement "YOUR land".
1 suppose many of us are quite willing to link the aspect of a
bollever's conflict with HIS LAKD. W¥e must fight egainat the
enemy who oppresses us in OUR land, and we do have & priestly
going forth in this connection. But where is our land? That
18 the problen. Solve it and find where OUR land is, and we
ghall find out where wo are to fight. If it be that our land
is aesoclated with heavenly places, we have s wrestling not
agalnat flesh and blood, but agalnst prineipalities and powers,
ae the enemies who oppress ug In OUR LAND, and we muet lsy s
streza on this warfare with regard to QUR LAND. If esrth is
not our rest, 1f we are strangere and pilagrims, and here have we
no continuing city but seek one to aocme, if our citizenship is in
heaven, it ig hardly fair to parallel our position with that of
Israel who had an earthly kingdom, and an earthly citizenship.
You do not f£ind the command to Israsl to engege in the conflict
spart f;om THEIR O¥N NATION, and percgonally I feel the only
conflict in whiech I could be engaged would be in fellowehip with
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those of MY NATION, the HEAVENLY nation which in the preeent

time 18 to be found scattered among ALL NATIOHE. So that a
bellever engaging in any earthly confliet is necessarily

putting earthly position before heavenly relationship, and
standing in danger of putting to death a brother in Christ,

The peril is too great, and without any Seripture warrant, yes,
with the reverse. It ig therefore importent we should recognise
vhat the present dispeneation ie. The Lord Jesus made the
striking statement, "My kingdom i not of tnis world. If iy
kingdom were of this world, then would ¥y gervante fight". There
we have a definite declaration, "NHow is My kingdom not from hence®
Paul says in 1. Timothy 6 that that wee the good confecsion Christ
gave before Pontius Pilate. Now mark what Paul saye to Timothy
in thoee fighting epistles, the two epistles to Timothy, in the
very context of this good confeselon, and alluding to John 18,

"0 man of God, flee these things; and follow after righteousness,
godlinees, falth, love, patience, MEEKNESS. Fight". Those are
the two words the Holy Ghost puts together - "Weeknees - Fight".
The verse-braak hindars the connection, dut the Holy Spirit links
them. "declmess - Fight". - Here we have then brought before us
the way in which the Lord's dear people are to follow after
meekness, and therefore fight. But the fighting is the good
flght of the falth. That is the good confession, says the
context, and we have our standard in the l4th. verse - "That thou
keep the comuandment without spot, unrebukable, until the
appearing of our Lord Jesus Chriet". The language here is, I
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suppose, military, for 1t 1e "Not being laid hold upon". "Keep
the commendment not being laid hold upen”, guard your stendard,
keep the colours, and tha golours of the regiment are associsted
with the commandment which was the good confession Christ
witnessged, that His kingdom wae not of thig world. Here are
the regimental colours of the Lord's peopls which they are to
keap, witheut allowing them to be touched. "Until the sppearing
of our Lord Jesue Christ; which in Hie times He shall show, Who
18 the Blessed and Only Potentste, the King of kings, and Lord of
lords". Here then we have brought before ue the positicn of the
Lord'e peopls in their conflict {even the good conflict of the
faith). Thus 2. Timothy 2 urges - "Thou therefore, endure
hardnees 28 a good soldler of Jetus Christ. No man that werreth
entangleth himsel? with the affairs of 1ife, that he mey plemse
hin vho hath chosen him to be s soldler". As Timothy wae
gchosen to be a sgoldier, he could not rightly =NTANCLE himeelf
with the affeirs of 1ife. One vae his laster. He could not
gerve two masters, and therefore ag a soldler of Jesus Christ,
aseooiated with a heavenly kingdom, and a heavenly nation, he
was commended to guerd the standard which belonged to that natlon.
"Irraproachable until the appearing of our Lord Jesue Christ”.
In the present time we are told the poeition of bellevers is
romeining UNDER. "If we remain UNDER, we susll reipgn with Hin".
But some will may, "We have to stand up for our rights". Yes,
nmore than s#tand up for them, 1t 1g well to rige up to them, for
they are in hesvenly places; and so let us spiritually leave the
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earthly poeition sl enter into the rights which heve Yeen mode
ours in the grase of ¢od. IP we arv not of this world and more
than thrist was of this world ~ end e Himealf aays, "AL" with
grest stvoes on tho word "28% « AF we pre thus separatsd snd sent
into the world as Ho wpe sent into the world, we are 4o dbesr
witnesg to the BAUE good confestirion. %o are not srbitratove. ¥e
sre nobd those whn hove dets to judgs the woydd. The Lord Jemus
put it plainly that Ho bed eme nat 4o Judge. Mo had nob oone
to condenn.  Bis sivesles toward sen wors mirscles of Beroys
though in Judgnent Mo tauched & tres or the srine, fe 2id not
thus desl with mmn (you cennot call the fmlras Dackward in
Getheonsne a mlrasle of fudpeant -~ 1t war not a wounding miredle,
14 was not a alaying nirmels, 1% woz a niracle of norey to step
thes fran an ast which weuld have becons and &id begone rulnous
to them). His mirneles of Juligiont were not upon nen, Mt
mirsples nf prace and henling of manifold chavsctor were granted.
And g0 the danr psople of the Lord are thoso went ints the warld.
thoy are to remain unter, thay are to Judgzo nothing before the
time. The Coriathiane were raduked becsuse thoy had reipned
BEFORT the spontle, vhoress, not only does Philipnisns sey "Our
edtizmenip 15 in hesven®, but (olocsians 3, "IT ys thon by risen
with Christ, fee thnas things whish sre adove, where Christ
sitteth”. He fs expeating t41l His enenles Lo pode Kic
footetond, tmd if we go bayond expeotliag, we uelks o nletale., We
are told to love our enenies, end tids 1s aesoolated with a
comnand to ds good to such, snd therefore we are bound by the

-
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Lord's laws to keep to these principles, which no earthly state
COULD carry through. An earthly state we recognize in the sphere
of God's PROVIDENCE. "The Most High ruleth in the kingdom of men",
and therefore we render to all their dues. We remember the Divine
statement, "There 1s no authority but that which is of God; the
authorities that be are ordained of God", and we honour the king

and recognize governmental arrangements, but WE are not of the
world, even as Christ was not of the world. Hence, though we
submit ourselves, and though we render to all their dues as
appointed in taxation, and with honour to whom honour is due, and
fear to whom fear, we are not told that we are part of the world in
1ts ruling or avenglng capacity. Though a nation may act
governmentally in God's providence toward other nations, and though
within a natlon a Judge may act in magistratory power to repress
crime, we have no suthority to do ought but to love our enenies,

and to do good to those who hate us. We have no authority to
menifest anything but that which the Holy Spirit says in Revelation
13, 1s the PATIENCE and faith of the saints. THIS is the position
which belongs to children of @od. It 1s not a position to be
brought before the world as if 1t belonged to them. No kingdom
could exlst a week governed by the arrangements of the address on
the mount. Indeed it would have to render its kingdom position,
for those verses give a blessing to the persecuted, blessing to
the rejected. The prineiples that are there set forth are for
those who have no oaths, no retribution. The Lord distinctly

refers to retribution, "an eye for an eye, a tooth for a tooth".
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Some people have told us that where the Lord says, "Resist not evil",
He means that we are not to lose our temper in individuzl quarrels -
but surely this is entirely contrary to the whole passage. Were
Israel encouraged to lose thelr temper in individual quarrels?

Was not "an eye for an eye, a tooth for a tooth" distinctly
GOVERNMENTAL vengeance, and therefore WE are contrasted with
governmental judgment - that is the important principle. It is not
that bellievers are to say, We will set aslde a bad temper. Such
separation is taken for granted. The Lord hes NEVER commended a
bad temper, but He DID appoint governmental arrangements. However,
to His people now He has appointed the patlence and remaining under
of the saints. They are not to exalt themselves, they are to love
thelr enemies, not to chase their enemies, for their kingdom is not
of this world. It is the kingdom of the heavens, they are
partakers of a heavenly calling, they belong to a holy nation, and
therefore in the very same chapter where the holy nation is
mentioned, we read, they are to walk "as strangers and pilgrims".

It is important to realize this standpoint.

Realizing the standpoint, we shall find other things
follow from it, for example, the believer's separation from voting.
If the bellever is to vote, we shall find some Scripture to guide.
But, some will tell us that voting did not exist in those days to
the same extent. One questions whether men do not often go too far
In this argument. The anclents knew a great deal about the vote
of citizens. But putting that aside for the time being, if in the
early church they knew nothing about voting, we may be sure of this,
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God will give us PRINCIPLES to gulde us in every circumstance
which will arise. Now, if we can find a principle which
encourages a belliever to vote, let ue apply it. But let us
remember that voting 1s s SHARE wlth the ungodly in electing
a representative to exscute GOVERNMENTAL arrangements. It is
therefore & share in REIGNING, whereas the Holy Splrit has
rebuked the Corinthians for reigning now, and shows us that
believers sre to be willing now to be the offscouring of all
things. It i1s sometimes said, or perhaps thought, that Israel
were at times without citles and without opportunity of
governmental arrangements. But that is by no memns a parallel.
When Israel were without cities, it was because of their sin.
Believers are now without cities because that is the Lord's
appointment.  If they have clties, it is their sin. The
principles are so contrasted with that which was arranged as a
blessing to Israel. To chase thelr enemles would be an
evidence of departure from thelr Lord, IF bellevers applied it
now, except it be that we pursue our enemies in heavenly places,
as to whom we are reminded of those precious words, "Resist the
Devil, and he will flee from you". There 1s a precious thought
of flight, that God's people may enjoy the privilege of victory
in the heavenly places, as it is written, "Thanks be unto God
Who giveth us the victory theough our Lord Jesus Christ".

But some may say (I am dealing with & question that has
been definitely asked), "What about patriotism?" M"What about

compulsion?", and "What about suffering?" What about
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patriotism? First of all, beloved friends, I believe the child
of God ought to be an intense patriot in accord with the Divine
statement, "They that say such things (though they are strangers
and pilgrims) declare plainly that they seek a country. And
truly, if they had been mindful of that country from whence they
came out, they might have had opportunity to have returned. But
now they desire a better country, that is, an HEAVENLY: wherefore
God 1s not ashamed to be called their God, for He hath prepared
for them a city". Believers are intensely patriot to their
heavenly kingdom. They are fellow-citizens, with the saints, and
of the household of God, and because of this they are governed by
a true patriotien. But, 1t may be sald, what about earthly
responsibilities? Granted that there are these earthly
responsibilities; and they are made quite clear. The believer is
& considerable asset oftentimes, in the state. God was willing
to hold back the destruction of Sodom for ten righteous ones, and
actually held back the destruction of Zoar for one righteous one,
even when that one was not so near the Lord as he should have been.
We 1little realize how much God does for His people's sake, "I can
do nothing until thou be come thither". Furthermore, the
bellever's position, adorning the doctrine of God, should
definitely include, at the begining of every meeting, prayer for
kings and for all that are in authority. "I exhort, therefore,
that first of all, supplications, prayers, intercessions, and
glving of thanks, be made for all men; for kings, and for all that
are in authority". Personally, I believe, it is a mistake
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whenever children of God meet and fall to include in their first
prayer a mention of kings and those in authority. The Dbellever
is thus useful in his prayerful submissiveness. Furthermore, his
attitude is the reverse of soclalism. He shows that recognition
of authority which is of God, and this is a testbémony against the
spirit of the age, in whatever land he i1s found. Not only so,
he is, or should be, the most joyful tax-payer to be met, for when
he pays a tax he is distinctly doing an act of Christlan service,
a8 much as when he sings a spiritual hymn. We are definitely told
that God's dear people are to render to all their dues, and this in
a context which says, "Owe no man anything but to love one another".
The bellever is therefore told to put love into everything, and
therefore with love he is to pay his taxesp although he feels that
if he pays 20/- in the £, he does not pay the full amount of love -
but he desires to manifest that love, for he honours the king and
honours all men. The true patriotism is to represent the Lord
Jesus Christ where we are placed, that as the salt of the earth
believers may be -real witnesses, It may be sald, that Shadrach,
Meshach and Abednego, when they SUBMITTED to Nebuchadnezzar, but
did not OBEY him, were not patriots - but they were. They
submitted unresistingly, but they refused to obey, because of the
Lord's command, and this brought a most wonderful witness to
Nebuchadnezzar. And did not this hold back certain judgments, in
accord with the principle set forth in the fourth chapter (27)°?
In 1like manner, Daniel's plain spesking was with a view to the

lengthening of his tranquility. The child of God, therefore, is
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in every sense an advantage where he is found, but 1f he denies
his real position, and ignores the separation to which God has
called; if like Lot, he goes down to Sodom, where he should not
be - though God may withhold judgments from that clty for a while
because of Lot, nevertheless Lot's presence there meant that
certain others, to whom he was agsoclated by family ties, were
involved In the judgment; and a Jonah in the wrong place may cause
e storm, and children of God in the wrong place are sad hlndrances.
The Lord's people are simply to please HIM, and to leave results
with HIM,

I suppose Danlel 3 answers the "complusion" thought.
The child of God does not need complusion to what the Lord has
comnanded, and he will not be compelled to what the Lord has not
commended. He 1s wllling to suffer, he does not resist. Why
should he resist? If he resists he 1s breaking the very command
he 18 professing to keep. If he replies, "Because I love my
enemies and manifest that this is the patlence and faith of the
sainte, therefore I will resist any attempt to make me go from
this principle", he is breaking the principle in a way which is
yet more serious. The bellever is thus brought to a very simple
path of obedience to the will of the Lord. But, what 1f.
suffering 1g lnvolved? This is not primarily a very serious
matter. The ABSENCZ of suffering is more heartsearching. But
Seripture has not emphasized suffering as a bare lodger who comes
for a little time to God's people. Rather, "Beloved, think it

not strange (the word 1s a word for a "Guest"), concerning the
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fiery trial whilch is to try you, as though some strange thing
happened to you". Do not think the triasl is a trial for a few
moments, and that this is a guest to whom we show temporary
hospitallty. Remember that the trial has come to stay, to take
up 1ts abode with you. It 1s more than a guest, it is a member
of your family. 1In the world we shall have tribulation. It is
that which the Lord has graciously permitted as a thorn in the
flesh, in order that you may not be 1ifted up, and that there may
be the refining of the Lord's gold. If you do not want to be
pruned, there will be the bringing forth of less fruit. 1If you
do not want to be refined, the gold will be there, but its lustre
will be hidden, and therefore, "Greatly rejoice in the trials".
One can find plenty of encouragements to joy in trials. "We
glory in tribulations also", says the apostle. "Rejoics, and be
exceeding glad", says the Lord, at the time when men persecute
you. Again, "Ye greatly rejoice though now for a season, if need
be, ye are in heaviness through manifold temptations". "iy
brethern, count it all joy when ye fall into divers temptations™.
So many of the Joy passages of Scripture are linked with tribulation
and sufferings. Some bellevers think if they had an easier life
they would have more happiness. Probably, if they had a harder
life, they would have more happiness. We often find that the
stepping-stone to spiritual sleepiness ie the absence of
persecution. The Lord uses trials to wake up His saints. There
18 no difficulty as to suffering, and God will not allow us to be

tempted above that we are able. Hie grace 1s sufficlent, and it
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is only until the revelation of Jesus Christ, for He That shall

come will come, and will not tarry. Our light affliction is but
for a moment. True, we have a warfare now. We have already seen
this, but we may well close with the message of Ephesians, 6. We
are t0ld "We do not wrestle against flesh and blood". -This is a
Divine statement, a declaration that concerns all believers. But
let us not forget the contrast - we wrestle against spiritual
wickedness in high places. OUR weapons would be of little
advantage on an earthly battlefield. "Loins girt about with truth"
would leave very little room for strategy. "The feet shod with the
alacrity of the gospel of PEACE" would hardly carry despatched
messages concerning judgment. "The shield of faith" would quench
the flery darts of the wicked one, but it hardly seems parmllel with
earthly shields, and fortresses. "The sword of the Spirit which is
the Word of God" is a wonderful weapon against principalities and
powers, but 1f we take the spoken word of God as Christ did, and use
it against Satan, we shall hardly find it approéiate in earthly
conflict. For example, one of those spoken words which Christ
used was, "Man shall not live by bread alone, but by EVERY word that
proceedeth out of the mouth of God", including the next chapter,
Matthew, 5, "Resist not evil". We should find that such a sword
turned round the other way, and cut the one who was using it, if he
was found amid earthly confllets. Again, the Lord was tempted by
Satan; He was offered kingdoms and glory, if He would just fall down
and worship. The principle of refusing to do an action that is
uncommanded and agalnst God, at the bidding of ANY, is clearly
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indicated. Satan declared that the authority of this world was
given to him, and I suppose with a large measure of truth, for
we are distinctly reminded that the judgment of this world, and
the casting out of the prince of this world, was then years ahead.
But when Satan HAD certain authority in the world, he asked the
Lord to recognize him against the Scripture, and the Lord refused.
The Lord gave a sword-thrust which shows out attitude if in any
sense we have brought before us the kingdoms of this world and
are offered any share in them. Again, the Lord heard and refused
the words of temptation, "He shall give His angels charge
(concerning temptation) and in their hand they shall bear Thee up
lest at any time Thou dash Thy foot againet a stone". What have
we here? Half a verse quoted. Now observe that in dealing with
these matters, half verses have been a common method of attack by
those who have approved of believers using force. The context
in Psalm 91 ig very preclous in this matter. Some have recently
asked how we should get on if every believer took this position.
The Lord has shown us the sword of the Spirit deals with that very
point, for He approves of the whole of Psalm 91, not a portion
taken out of 1ts context. And there we behold a wonderful
PROTECTION, if believers will trust the Lord! But that in
passing. What 1s the Lord's answer? "Thou shalt not tempt the
Lord thy God". Some children of God have said, ”But, if we are
compelled, we must take certain positions of sharing in an earthly
conflict, and God will protect us from getting into further

dangers, or protect us from certain actions which are wrong,
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elthough we are in the midst of them". But is this honourable
before ﬁen? If the child of God goes into a certaln position and
gilently intends to refuse to carry out that which is bidden, or
seeks to avold the difficultles, is there not an underhanded,
dishonourable arrangement? But further, the Lord has said, "Thou
shalt not tempt the Lord thy God", 1.e., place thyself in wrong
positions, and expect deliverance. Here we see then, the sword
of the Spirit as used in Matthew, 4, has a great bearing upon this
very subject of conflict, and brings before us the position of
bellevers. Nor would we forget the closing words of Christ, they
arep "Him ONLY shelt thou serve". No one can serve two masters.

Well, beloved friends, if in our wrestling we use the
sword of the Spirit and also take the helmet of salvation, explained
elsewhere as the hope of salvation - we see that our hope is that
which will be brought unto us at the REVELATION of Jesus Christ.

We are not seeking earthly position or earthly glory to-day, the
hope of salvation is ours. These weapons will not suit an earthly
battlefield, but they suit wondrously the battlefield where
believers are found in connection with THEIR country, in connection
with THEIR kingdom wherewith they are blessed in the heavenly place,
where alone thelr citizenship is found, and as to which God has
gald that He 1s not ashamed to be called their God! And His words
are with regard to the very confession that they are strangers and
pilgrims on the earth. Oh, that we may delight in the way in
which the Lord has brought befors His people the heavenly calling,

and if we are His children, may we act as befits that new character
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wnich He has given, in the power of the Holy Splrlt, the more
definitely now that the judgment of this world has taken place
(John, 12.31) and bellevers are definitely put on one side,
rejected, outcast - until their Lord comes and takes the kingdom

Himself!

D - =y -t - —

I have sought, beloved friends, to suggest a few
principles, conscious that my suggestions may be quite
contrary to the minds of some present. I hope it 1s clearly
understood that there is a perfect frankness in these meetings;
therefore, if any have difficulties upon the subject, they will
not be thought at all strange if they state those difficultiss.

e - -

Further literature, concerning the Lord, gladly sent (international) to
exercised believers for personal perusal, and passing on to God’s
glory, some also in German, Spanish, Russian, Polish, Czech, Romanian:

[ — “To Testify the Gospel of the Grace of God.” — ]
COPIES FREE (as the Lord enables) on application to:

Scriptural literature for Believers
Gottlieb-Daimler-Str.1 — 74343 Sachsenheim — GERMANY




