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(7ith some alterations and notes: Sept. 1921},

Several of God's dear people desire to know the true
position with respect to the Insurance Act for those who are
bern again, snd desire to follow on tc know more of the Lord.
D propose, threrefore, that we have a little prayer and then
come onffo this impertant study.

I em sure, dear frienmds, that we agree that it is uot
the will cf God thet His people should spend their time in
studying and being occupied with the things that fade away,

God does not call His children to be pcliticians. God dces nok
call His people to spend their time and their strength in that
which is only linked with the social condition of mam. In view
of an eternal hell, and an eternal salvaticy from an eternal
hell, we have something of vast importence, something which
blots out many other %hings, - the Gospel of the grace of God,
not only to be leved but o be lived and %o be shcwn to others
by all we are and do and say. But though God has not called
His vpeople to engage in political strife, nor, I am sure we
agres, to seek after a large amount of pclitical knowledge, He

desires that those who know His Neme should have a memsure of



understanding of the signs of the times. Governments in a
partially demccratic land - an increasingly democratic land -
govermments give a reflection of the signs of fthe times; or
(shell I change the figure?) they crystallize the sigus of the
times, do0 that we can see in the deliberations of govermments,
and in the arrapcements of gcvermments, the tendency and the
goal, and thus 1ift up our heads, for our redemption draweth
nigh. We do not look at history thet is rapidly fomming ercund
us, we do not lock at nistery simply from an cutside position
of indifference - we DO, I trust, from an outside position of
separation - but as we look at history we see in it 2 comment
of Seripture. The Word of God is quite clear that God's dear
people are to be aloof from the arrangements - the changing
arrangements, of "the world®. They are, as the bock of Proverbs
shows us, tc fear God and the king, and meddle unct with them
that are given to change. I know no passage in the whele of
the Tord of God which suggests more clearly in brief, the
position of the child of God with respect to govermment. Let
me repeat it, "y son, fesr thou the Lord and the king, and
meddle not with them that are given to change™, Prov. z4. 21.
It seems to show just the position that we, as belisvers,
should occupy. Scripture reveals unto us that everything will
lead onward wntil a vile persom like to Antiochus, shall

exalt himself in the whole earth, and with flatiering camwe
men to become & pedestal for his exaltation still more, until

he, whe has the pumber of msn, and vhe is humanity glorified,



i.e. glorified by humanity, till he, the contrast with the Sdn
of Man, as the Lerd was pleased to name Himself - till he, the
LIAT, +he man of SIN (for God adds such solemn words to describe
him) - t111 he is the publicly loved tyrant of an IRON kingdom
of despetic rule, intermingled with the clay of demccracy. The
people will exercise their power within limits, but there will
be the iron of the strong willed king, whe shall do according

to his will. Thus everything is leading on to that tonfusion

of democrscy which will malks it pcssible for the peocple’'s man

to man and overman the pecple. He will honour himself above
them, and lay them low. Democracy teunds in this direction.
Nécessarily its progress is linked with a continual variation.
There is not ome continual going forward till the climax is
reached, there is the ebb and flow. Out from its followers it
gains strength until the iron and clay, not TRULY mingled, will
characterize ALL the kings and governments of fthe prophetic
earth. We camuot look round at the present time without concern.
We need very little kuowledge of sw rounding history to realize
what is tdcing place everywhere. Changes of govermment in
Portugal and Turkey, alterations in the governmental representation
in a vast country like Germany, These things on the continent
are but a background for what is teling place in our very midst.
The clay IS mixing with the iron. We pray for kings and all

that are in suthority, and those who are in authority have a
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¥ How definitely 1921 sees the development of this,and other
REPUBLICS have arisen. Man's day is epproaching its climax.



difficult test at the present time. They fear, it would seem,
lest they should pre¢ipitate a revolution, they desire to have
& certain amount of favour with the people, and sc things go
on. We are not surprised Scriptuwe has prcphesied all this.
Wo only keep our position outside it, not even kncwing very
much about it, except as we camnot help beholding all as a
gpur to our prayer in the Holy Spirit, "Even so, come, Lord
Jesus",

0f the signs of the times I believe the Insurance Act
is a remarkable illustration. It shows us that uniting vkich
is evident in this day of disumity - disunity where God united,
unity where God separated. The saints ought to be wited, amd,
alas, they are disunited - but where God severed, there is a
bridging over the gulf, and the unities of men are, as it wers,
s temporary defiance of the revealed statement that men are,
intrinsically, hateful aud hating one another. Satan will show
what he can prcduce in a solidity and unity of men. But one of
the saddest facts is that the Lord's people asre often drawn.
into upities. I do not regard the Iusw ance Act simply as an
act, but as ay indication of the tendency ftoward upities of
nationalising - & socialism, whatever you choose to call if,
which will meke it more possible for Antichrist to develop
himself. A1l these thiugs are preparing the way for the men
of sin. Te thank-God for all His gracious restraints. We
thavk God for all His wondrous manifestations of lcve unto His

people, in preserving them from an utter confusion of socialistic



disorder. We thank God for whatever government we have,

because He permits it, and if these things are preparing the

way for the men of ein, beyond the man of sin fhere 1is the
Coming of That One Who is more than men, and without sin. These
things 1IUST be, and if the world is to Dbe turned upside down
and deluged with blocd, and if revolubtionms are to sweep the face
of the earth, end the Lerd's people are to be driven cut in the
persecutions which will mark the endings of the age, what
matters all this, so far as THRIR strein is concerned, if beyomd
the intervering events our eyes are unto that day when He fhat
shall come will come and will not tarry? It may-be that even
thé disorder and the confusion will wesken our grasp of the
things of earth, cr tear them from our grasp if we cling to
them - in order that we may be among the people prepared for the
Lord. e caunot help noticing further, particularly io
connection with the application of the UNELPLOMIENT section

of the Irsurance ict, cme cammot help noticing a leading on
further toward that tradesunionism which is a great stepping-
stone, because a more organized hely, in the development of
socialism, to which I have been referring. Sc then the child
of God looks on these things from a Christian standpoint and

says, They show the signs of the times.
So far everything is isstructive, dbut we have not
yet considered cur attitude ¢F our action with respect to e

law. If we would kwow how to walk circumspectly and fto the
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4 The ugemployment principle has been carried much further siuce.



glory of God we must realize that we are governed by principles,
i.e. Sceriptural primciples. We do not simply say, Wihat shall
T do ip this case?" - but we seek and find a Scriptural prineciple
whieh perhaps concerns a hundred cases, and guides us in pumerous
ways. One important principle for every believer is this, that
he LUST cbey the law of the land UNLESS the law of the land
expressly contradicts the lew of his God. The law of God comes
Pirsti The law of the land is not distinet but part of the law
of god till it ceases tc be so by attacking the law of God, and
then and only then, the child of God is freed from obedience,
albeit not freed from sulmission. He discbeys swmisgsively.

He does not rise up. He realizes “the heavens do rule”, gad
therefore God appoints every law in His permission &t least
partly to try His pecple, to test them, and the child cf God
wants to learn fod's lessons frem every law. ihen anything is

a matter of option, & child of God is free to wait on God Fo
kmow God's will. When anything is a mabter cf commend by
rightly constituted guthority - and thers 1s 1o power but that
which is of God - vhen enything is a command, the child of God
does not weit onm God to know His will by specisl leading, but

if he cannot find & Seripture prinmciple against the commend, he
obeys. Let me illustrate what I meen. Someons comes alcng and
asks you to make & donatiocn toward that which is unholy before
God. You refuse to make the demation. They may tell you that
it is associated, in measure at least, with that which is good.

You refuse to give the donaticn. So streugly does a child of



God feel in this connection, that if he is seeking to walk with
the Tord he would consider it e grievous sin to give enything
toward & hospital in convection with a carnival, Decause of the
iniquitous)God—dishonouring/flippant charscter of the carnival.
The end may ssnctify the means in the world's esteem, for the
¢hild of God it does not. But when & tex is placed upon the
child of God, though he knows that a large porticn of that tax
will be used in & way which would dishomour the Lord, he pays
the tax because the Lord hes said, Pay tribute. He does not
enquire how it is spewt, it is not his responsibility. If tke
Lord hes said, Pay tribute, he pays it. The early Christians
had to pay for temples to be kept up, idol temples. Could they
resist? No. Could they refuse to pay? No. The Holy Spirit
hed said tarough the apostle, Pay tribute. Observe the
striking passage in Romend 13. So the child of God in connection
with an Inswrance Tax does not say to himself, “Well, I do uot
quite see “he need for this". He does not say Yo himself, "I
do not desire to treasure up treasures oy earth® - except as

He should ALWAYS say that to himself in every context. There
should always be a gedly determinaticn to be alocf from the
settling down in this world - but he does vot say such things
to himself in THIS conpection especially. They are not the
primary thoughts. The primary thought is, Can I find anything
in the iord of God which refuses my payment of this? Is it e
tax? It is. Then I must By it, if I em among those included

within it. Thus %he first primciple guides a thoughtful child



of God to pay.

But withio theee months from vext week, not immeliately
but within three months from vext week, he must make his decision
88 to whether he will join an epproved scciety, cr whether he
will become & Depcsit Contribubor, and if an approved Society,
which? Here he has some choice, and as goon as choice comes in,
the child of God has to consider his position before God. He
has no choice as to paying. God has settled that with ome word.
Thus this is quite distinguished from voluntary imsurasnce, with
1ts accompaniments. To return, the tax must be cheerfully paid,
but the believer has a choice as tc the relationships into which
he will be brought in consecticn with paying. It is therefore
his duty, his spiritual duty, to be concerned before God, with
an open Bible and an cpened heart, to pcnder the will of the
Lord in such a matter. This is not simply a metter of
indifference. It involves far-reaching principles. We have
The general direct statemsnt "Be not unequally yoked together
with unbelievers, for what fellowship hath light with darkness®,
and so forth. The meaning of these passages is clear. The
child of God is not only hindred from marriage with ap unbeliever,
but also from friendship with an wnbeliever, and further, from
partneréﬁi%ugzﬁﬁwan unbeliever, and not ouly so, but from
linking himself with unbelievers tc go with them to vote for
& representative in Parliement He is shut out from these

things - shut out, yea, he gladly takes his ncsiticn outside.

Love unte the Lord and the hope of that day swallow up the



difficulties of this fleeting age. What matters it if we are
thought mad by a mad world? What matters it if we are in the
background in & world where Christ was in the background? That
Day will more than compensate. The coming ¢f the Lerd is cur
hope, and difficulties will cnly meke us long for it more.

Then we at once feel, thet thet Divine principle, though
it & lows business TRAWSACTIGNS in fthe matter of pw chase from
the ungodly, shuts out FERLLOWSEIP JITH the ungedly. A% once
there comes the thought, To what extent does FELICBHIP go?

The thoughtful believer concerned tc glorify God must surely

be graduslly brought on - gradually, for the Lerd leads gently,
gradually, and these things are not seen at once - gradwally
brought on to say, I can be in no society that is a brotherhood,
which involves unsaved and saved ones together, and records

them as "brethren™. Gicrecver he will feel, I cannot ally myself
with a society which has other objects linked with if, which
cannot be regarded with apything like approval by a believer.

I cegnot link myself with a trades-union that will agitate and
seek to right wrong by other wrongs. He will feel gradually
more and more - I must be out side these and risk the consequsnces.
My tex payment, however,it is to be made, says a fhoughtful
child of God, must be made in a way that either makes me stand
alone, or involves me simply iun a business transaction - else
there 1is a fellowship, and fellowship would be dishonourabls

to the Lord. Not only is there the passage to which I have

raferred you, but the whole tesndency and more than under-cur rent
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of the later Scriptures is to show that God has called a people
out of the world who are to live a suffering, separated and
rejected 1life because of and unto Him. Then the child of God
is somewhat restricted. He or she must, after prayer during
the next few weeks, if anxious to please the Lord, either find
en approved society which involves simply a business transaction
(if such a thing is possible and desirabdle), OR stand alonse,
becoming & depcsit contributor, though the position may be
despised. One of the two. The position of finding a suitable
approved society would not seem s¢ difficult but for the
government determination thet the approved society must have
authority of its own members, it must be self-governing, and
that at cnce involves the child of God in a difficulty. He
finds thst though God has overruled the govermmeant of the naticn,
in many things, for example, oaths and so forth, to make the
path of a child of God less difficult, He has not permivted that
the path should be toc easy. The proviso of self-govermment
makes him feel a certain difficulty. Can he Ifind a society in
which he would realize there was rot ap ughely share with
unbelievers in such & consection? The apparently simplest wey
out of the problem would unmdoubtedly be if the Lord's pecple
were numerically strong to form an appreved scciety of their
own, but this apart from pcssible grouping with other societies,
would meke a Wsociety" apart from the special purposes of a
Ohristian assembly, under special governmental arrangements.

Does this seem Scrivtural? At the present time I only kuow
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of one society where there is a LARGE measure of care that

*hose who are admitte? sheuld be children cf God and only
children of God, and the plan and working of that society,
though in measure encouraging, are uot exactly what I perscnally
should now {1921) feel to be the mind of the Lord for His
pilgrims.

Now, dear friemds, coming to the IIMEDIATE action of
the Lord's people present, I feel it is their responsibility
just to ponder before Gdd if the Scciety of vrich they may have
been thinking, involves anything more than a business transaction.
If it does, do vot joim it - if it involves fellcwship or gives
cge qualm of conscience do stand aside - better, fai better fo
remain a Depcsit Contributer. The world may think +t strange,
but this testimony c¢f the truth and of leve toc the ruth, sivee
it is not a parade or to appear pedantic, but because we ars
driven into it, will be werth more than the cutwerd, earthly

wlecss™ we have.

(Gine years of further prayerful thought convinces me
that the only definite Scripturel path is-that of a Deposit
Contributor. He only is simply paying a ftax. The possibility
of other steps seemed possible in 1912, bub in 1921 I would
thank God for His gracicus leading onward. imrs, and other
circumstances have been used to give a clearer view of the
disciple's pathwey. It is & wondrous blessing to sse the

Tord's love ir forgiving our slow perception of ZHis will)
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Q. 1o fellewship with unconverted? 3But I capnot
understand that verse, "Ye are the salt of the wrld", for
example. If I will not bring the salt into contact with the
foed, the fcod will not Dbe saslted. It is absolutely necessary,
the salt must come into contact with the food. Then afterwards
the food will be salted.

A. Pirst of all, the Lerd deseribes salt as peace,
and I do got think we are tc QUARREL end to show spite againet
the world. Secondly, cbserve the words, salt of the earth. e
nust remanber, as we look back at least to the earlier books of
Seriptured, that if a lend was sown in a way that laid low, i%
was sows with salt, apnd I believe that our presence, like Hoah's,
in the world, judges the world. ™Salt of the earth" doss mot
give the primary thought of salt with focd, mor do I quite like
the suggestion you make that the first thought in the Lord's
nind was that unbelievers were food who needed a little salt
mixed with them. I% seems to me that cannot be the thought in
the Lord's mind. Does this meet the diffieulty?

It is not clear.

Q
A, TYcu realize the SOWING of the salt?
Q. Yes.

A

You realize, furthermore, that the Lord spdaks
about salt as peace. ™Have salt in yourselves, end be at peace
ose with another.

Q. hat pessage?

A. MNerk 9. This is alsc implied in Matthew, whers
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Christ says, "Ye are the light of the werld", the light is to
show light o the world, but not to become part of the world,
His people are to be distinet from the world, albelf Iu the
world. The city that is set on an hill)aggin,is in the wrld,
but set on & hill exalted above it. Could we think that in the
same context the Terd would suggest & wmixing vp with the world,
in & way which would hinder the distinctiocn? If is hardly
pessible. Moreover, the preceding verses are, ™Blessed are ye
whep men shall revile you, and persecube you, awd say all manner
of evil against you falsely™. I cannot imagine the Lord means
in the next context that we are to be these who mingle with the
world to mske the world more palatable. Palatable, to whom?

Is it toward God? Surely the world are wvet pslatable to Him.
They are not food for Him. The interpretation, therefore, you
suggest, cannot fit the context. It cannot be the right one,

Q. VWhat is the right one?

A. I have tried to shew, by referring to the earlier
Serivtures, snd Merk 9; end if I may add a further thought, {hat
salt has a certain CONTINUOUS conditicn. The pillar of salt wes
a continual unchanging condition. We see the striking statement.
WIf the salt have lost its savour, wherewith shell it be salted?"
You are to be the unchanging ones, acceptadle to the Lord, for
salt was with all the meal offerings. Acceptable to the Lerd on
the earth, you are not to be varying, bdbut if you lose or suffer,
how serious will be your conditicn. I think Seripture rather

pcints to a contrast with the world.
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Q. %What will be the ™losses™ to oue who remaius a
Deposit Contributcr?

A, *It is difficult to say what the lcsses will be.
Prestige at first; if the Lord preserved me in health in answer
to prayer, no other losses. Furthermore, we cannotv make definite
statements because the provisions for Deposit Contributers are
guite temporary, fto be altered at the beginging of 191F if the
Lord will. 1In apy case, we can leave in the Lord's hands.
Brethren, do not specially seek™advantages"™ from taxation. They
desire God's glory, in their ready payment!

Q. In the event of a large concern undertaking the
complete control, by means of a recognized and established
insurance firm, fellowship is noct involved, is it?

A. T should want to know the full ccuditicn of affairs
before making a general statement. (In general one feels that s
Beposit Contributor witnesses rather to fthe simplicity of a
pilgrim).

Q. 4 well-known assurance society has undertaken by
the magagement of my firm)undertaking the insurasnce business
in such a way that their members know reslly nothing abcut it.
In that way they take the entire responsibility, even to the
looking after the cards, so that we oply see them four fimes
8 year.

A. This certainly Simplifies things. If one realiszes
all the rules and arrangements as & rule of the house, and one

feels that there is vo fellcwship, everything seems fairly clsar,
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but I hesitate before knowing all the circumsfances, and before
po;iewowafw,mke .?ur’%‘;ﬁaﬁﬁ% . O c.:c
Fv&q;,mb4a%ﬂrfp)auy case, the business companies are run purely

as & business transaction, and in the event of any difficulty
arising, I do not think that the members would be consulted.

A. I aminclined to fthink that a large amount of the
law will remain s dead letter, but if a child of %od has any
qualm of conscience on the matter, I would suggest to hiwm the
position of being outside. It is far more important to lose in
this world than to bury ome quaslm of conseisnce.

Q. There will not be any objection to a child cf 3od
being a prt of a self-governing society, if all the members of
thatsociety are belisvers?

A, That appears a different matter, hemce I referred
to the only society which I know on these limes. I think it
is very prcbable that the Act may lead to further similar
societies. But the question remains - Is it Seriptural for
children of God to form & scciety that has no Scriptural basis?
An assembly of God is the TRUZ benefit society, and taxation
and svate contrel are in a different sphere altogether.

Q. What is the real object of Hational Insurance?

A. I think its object is to deal with the carelessness
of the mesent day. Its tendency is vastly different from its
object.

Q. DEverybedy must join the Post 0ffice by next

londay - temporsrily?
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A. Everybody must begin paying, but they have no nesd
to say how they will be enrolled, I think, till October 13th.

Q. But you say everybody must join?

A. Bverybody who is involved in the finapcial limit
and is related to an employer, in the position of being employed,

snployer or employers, must pay (But let us aveid the word "join"),

- e e W e e W e e

Sept. 1921 - Nine years huve passed; believers nsve
seen the trend of socialism; never was the call louder than now,
to abstain from that which is not according to the words of God,
to abstain from that which causes concern tooneself or stumbling
to others, to abstain from that which does uct glorify Ged - yet
not with a mere NEGATIVE. ILet there be & POSITIVE love to Chriat
and all the "givings up™ will seem but swall. The LOVE of Christ
congtraineth! Some desr children of God have been able to
illustrate during the passing yesrs the stability of the Lord's
prouises, and His swnabling in the simple path of paying & tex
joyfully and dcing nought more, except to thwmk mim for Eis loving
gift of health, to please Him! |




