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Qur subject is deeply important, if our hearts are
exercised to know the will of our God in the varied circumstances
of daily 1ife. It is a delightful thing to know that there is &
salvation - A salvation which is THE salvation, the ONLY salvation
and an everlasting salvation. Happy are those who can say "It
is mine", Salvation has an effect - an effect which springs out
from the fact. The fruit of salvation is manifold and this
precious fruit changes our present circumstances as it reminds
us of the eternal change which God has graciously wrought. Ths
glory of the gospel is that it is the gospel, it is a good
message indeed. Anything of works, humen activity, human
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knowledge, human attempt, would falter, and in its weakness would
terrify the heartbroken sinmer and only encourage the cne who
ought to be discouraged, the self-righteous sinmner; but the gospel
in its freeness, fulness and simplicity, compels those who have
NEED for the gospel and who know their need, by the, gracious work
of the Holy Spirit who is pleased by it to show the ruim of man
and the unruived glory of the Saviour and of His finished work.
If, by grace, we have been born from above, our position is that
of those made to sit together im heavenly places in Christ Jesus,
end though we are in this tabermacle, and are conscious that we
are burdened, yet nevertheless we have received the firstfruits
of the Spirit - we are no longer children of wrath even as others,
but, if children of God, are indwelt by the Spirit of God and ars
ably, as God graciously enmcourages, to realise something of the
wonderful nearness and assurance which are made ours in our
loving and living Lord. Salvation brings us OUT from wrath and
OUT from the world. We are ho Llonger in the world but are
geparate as Christ was. We are toc bs marked out as those who are
8 distinet people, those who are seeking to live a stranger-like,
8 pilgrim-like 1life until we shell be at home with the Lord. We
are not foreigmers in heaven, but we are foreigners on earth,

if we have had that naturalising which is more blessed tham all
naturslising, for it is not natural - shall we not say a "super-
naturalising™, whereby we have been mads citizens in a heavenly
state and in our beloved Lord are blessed with all spiritual
blessings. It is difficult to say what is NOT the effect of



salvation if the present. Salvation concerns not only cne day
of the week but every day, and not only one part of the day but
the whole, from the early morning when we rise up right through
to the evening, and not only so, but our relatiouship to the
common arrangements of food and sleep and so forth is a further
relationship - "The Lord giveth to His belokved sleep”, and from
& Pather we receive all daily food, so vast are the privileges
now, with their eternsl fruition, when we who have been redeemed
shall be with our belovdd Lord in a relationship vwhich can be
set forth by many figures - by that of the child, the bride, the
body, the branch and meny other symbols which nature provides of
& unity transcending them all. It would almost seem that God
has brought all figures to bear oz that which excels all earfhly
types, even the union which the redeemed have with Christ, And
goon there will be the heading up in Him of those who were chosen
in Him before the foundation of the world - chosen with this
glorious prospect in view. But beloved friends, if we realise
this and realise it TO DAY, we want to koow just what is the
appointed effect upon our natural amd social distinetions. I
take it that we recognise we must have the Loxrd's authormﬁy for
EVERYTHING. Has salvation altered our position in every possible
way? It has alfered our aspect of every position, but has it
altersd the position? The apostle said that, becoming a new
creation in Christ Jesus he, with the mind served the law of
God, but, having in the flesh that which wes not subject to the
law of God, he mortified this, koowing that & wonderful and new



birth had been granted so that, having the earnest of the Spirit
and being sealed with the Spirit, he could say "If any ove is in
Christ there is & new creation™ - BUP the body remained as a body
of humiliation., Here then are two things which remain - the
sinful flesh fo be conquered and the body of humiliation which is
STILL & body of wealness after we have been saved. Although all
our arrangements before salvation are not altered, I am guite
surs the Lord COULD heal d1l our bodies in a moment, but you do
not find that when a soul is brought from death into 1ife at once
that soul has a strong body. Now we are distinetly told tmet the
believing life is to be ome in which sin is not Yo reign in our
mortal body, and in Rom. 8 it is written that if the Spirit of
Him That raised up Christ Jesus from the dead dwell in you He will
quicken our mortal bodies - mot "He IS quickening™, not "He hag
quickened™ but "He will quicken". If Christ is im you the body
is dead because of sin. Consequently, the body still has effects
from the fall, and if THESE distinctions remain, may there not be
others? Onesimus was in debt, Opesimus was & runsway slave. Did
salvation dognoel the debt? Did salvation maks him free frem a
responsibility toward Philemon? The Holy Spirit gives the soswer
in the epistle. The debt was not cancelled. Our debt to God is
graciously removed in the finished work of the Lord Jesus, but
the saved thief is not delivered from meking restitution, the
saved criminal is not to demand that he should be brought out of
brison, the saved debtor is not to call round on his cereditors and

tell them that as & new creation he 1s go more resperdble for the
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past. These sad legacies, belonging to the pre-salvation life,
involved an obligation that the believer may show in new
surroundings and with new power, how a saved soul canm overcome
and deal with results of days gooe by. And there are many similar
results. 1Is there a single belisver who has not SOME legacy of
unconverted days? fThose who have growm up unconverted have
certain actions, perhaps not as Saul of Tarsus in the slaughter
of Sterhen, but actions of some kind or amother, which give
painful memories and which hmve real effects. Oftentimes the
carelessness before salvation gives a tremendous difficulty as to
the control of the mind afterwards. The believer does not say,
Now I am saved my mind is to be a mrfect mind, everything I
read I shall remember. Undoubtedly, the believer, emencipated
from worry, is to have a quitted mind that will do more work:
undoubtedly the believer, emanfcipated from the world's excite-
ment, is to have more fixity of purpose; but salvetion does not
saye us from the precious discipline of a struggle. The Lord
gives grace to maintain the struggle and that is vastly different
a needed training in the power of the Holy Spirit. The Lord
could take us at once to glory, but, as some of us saw & few days
ago, He had mercy on Epaphroditus in raising him up and sparing
him to have more time for mmtient service in a troubled world,

It is mercy the Lord does not take us straight to glory but enables
us to be faithful and to win reward which will homour and pleass
our Lord Jesus Christ, at the judgment seat. Ah, this is a

mercifully granted privilege which we would not put aside.



The believing child is brought into & new positionm.
In Christ Jesus that believing child canm call God "Father" - I
am not now spesking of the sentimental way in vwhich some have
taught their children to regard God as Father and taught them to
say they are saved instead of bringing them to know what selvation
means - & gin which is quite as perilous as the sin of not expect-
ing that God will work in those entrusted to our care if we train
them up in the way which they should go. Both sins involve
neglect of the Scriptural standpoint. But to return to our
subject - The child who is saved may be of comparatively tender
years, may be a child well under twenty, the age up t® which
1little ones seem counted in the book of Exodus, though many fail
to recognise this aspect #hen they are under twenty. Mazy have,
howsver, in mercy been saved before that period. What is their
relationship to their believing parents? Would you say that a
saved child was emantipated from the correction of & parent
because no longer in the o0ld relationship but among brethren in
Christ® Your mind revolts from such a thought, and the Holy
Spirit has answered it. 1In Eph. 6 He has appointed the parents'
continuance of training even if the children are saved. The
parents' diseipline is still appointed. Children are still
children and the parents are still parents, and these natural
distinctions remain. It is true that when we reach glory there
are certain rearrangements, we remember the words which concern
neither marraige nor giving in marriage, but while we are in

this body of humiliation there is & real siress on the



continuance of the old physical arrangements. We find that the
believing wife is to respect the unbelieving husbavd in 1 Pet. 3,
and the apostle in 1 Cor. 7 particularly refuted the idea that
thepalvation of one altered the marriage. bond, There were those
at Corinth who, while not wishing separation in the full sense of
the word, said "How ocan I live with an unsaved husband?" or "How
can I live with an unsaved wife?" and the Holy Spirit answered
thet in this connection the unbelieving hwband or wife must be
viewed asBanctified or set apart - not made holy, but set apart
for a specific purpose - that of residing together. The argument
is "Else were your children unclean but now they are holy™ - not
thet they are ceremonially holy or spiritually holy for the
passage spesks of infants &t the very beginning of life. The
argument is - You capnot turn out your babes, though they are at
birth children of wrath; you camnot in like manner turn out the
unbelis ving husband or wife - the natwal distinetions remain.
These principles are important in the light of the book of
Proverbs, and we recollect how our belofved Lord set a wonderful
example in Luke 2. Indeed the principle here goes far Tur ther.
Not only have we 1 Tim. 5 with a recognition of the parent and
grandparent, but we find throughout the Screptires that age is
to be recognised. This is another token of the same subject.

The spostle says "Likewise ye younger", and he gives guidance
respecting submission to the older. It is true he Madds

"Yea, &1l of you be subject one to another and be clothed with
humility", but I think we 2ll strongly resent the attituds which



in response to & command suited to the w rsonal condition is
very spt with & command suited to someone else. That condition
is ruinous. You may have met some who, if you suggest, possibly
with & word of loving rebuke, & certain Seripture which applies,
at once have a Scripture to apply to someone else to blunt the
sword of the Spirit already mentiomed - this is not Scriptural,
this is not spiritusl. 1If, for example, & wealthy believer has
s deep appreciation of the words as to the poor saint not seeking
after wealth, asd if the poor saint has & continual realisation
of the words for those who are rich in this world or the command
to the rich young ruler, there is something wrong. We need to
have & godly proportion end to be primarily acquainted with the
passages which cub us to the heart. We need by grace Yo realise
81l Seripture, but only in poportion to our application of
seripture to curselves are we competent to apply it o ofhers.
It is in this way that we often fail. Consequently you find
that the Holy Spirit puts the encow agement to the YOUNGER
Pirst, the elder next - the privciple is the same throughout.
You do not find in Eph. 5 husband and wife, but wife and his band.
In Bph. 6 not parents and children, BUT children and parents.
You do not find masters and servants but servanis and masters.
Socialism would putmesters and servants, giving instruction to
the masters first. The gospel puts servants in ifs right

place, before it has & word to say to the masters. Hencs,
children - fathers, and this is deeply important. The order

of Seripture is one of the most remarkable studies as an



evidence of its perfect imspiration. This stress on age through-
out Scripture is not unimportaent. Personally, and I think I am

vot alone, I feel a measure of concern ig & young believer becomes
very apt at addressing those who are considerably older than himself
a8 "Brother"., I feel a measure of concern if a young believer walks
up %o one who has known the Lord perhaps five times as long as
himgelf and is o0ld enough to be his father, and coolly addresses
him as "Brother". You mey say, "But are they not brethren?" -

the Lord is not ashamed to cell His people brethren"., But what
would you think of a believer who began his prayer by gddressing

our beloved Lord as Brother? "But"™, you say, "all believers are
brethren", Undoubtedly, and the Lord calls His people BRETHREN,

but what He says does not alweys explain what we are to SAY, and
there mwt be a godly proportion in all our arrangements. Will

any believer after the Judgment Seat of Christ say, "I am & good
and faithful servant"™? The way iv which Paul speaks to Timothy

as son illustrates this principle. They WERE all brethren; even
when Paul addressed him with the word "son™ and "child" and so
forth do you say, "out of place - they were brethren™? Not at all.
You say, "In place, that was ap inspired way of speaking and most
suitable™, In like mamner, a young believer needs to have a measwe
of care as to how he speaks %o and of an older believer. I feel

we are of onme mind that & believer should be willing to lose
something for Christ. I am not now speaking of money along,*
although it is a precious thing to lose some of this, but there are

other things to lose. Iet me illustrate what I mean. Here is a
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quite uneducated man who has lived a life of indifferent careless-
ness - a young man, it may be, that is saved by grace. Now
salvation educates & man - the result is he is brought into a more
educated sphere at once. His position is raised even ij the world.
His position is altered altogether. Now when you hear him go up
to those who have been studying the Word for years, and in & large
measure of the glib uncouth way which often, alas, remains emong
the graveclothes after salvation, addressing each one lightly as
"pbother®, you feﬂfgitthough the term "brother™ is & very beesutiful
word you would rather hear it used by one who was putting ASIDE
any natural dignity in the use of it thao by one who thereby
received earthly advantage. I am very much afraid oB anything
which turns the precious name of the gospel into anything of a
patural pedestal. ig:;wnot now saying a word against an unedwated
believer. But is it not time when he is saved that he should be
rid of his graveclothes including the uncouth manners of the
unsaved soul. The Lord did not say that Lazarus was {o take off
his own graveclothes - others were to loose him, but many do not
seem to like their graveclothes to be taeken off. They appear to
mix up with their graveclothes some new terms learnt. But to use
spiritual expressions with the presumption of the flesh is one

of the most dangerous things. You do not like to hear a child

of God who is wandering from God address God as Father with a
glibness. Bvery sacred name needs s sacred condition in which

to use it, and when thers is a fellowship with God we are abls

to learn the due PROPORTION. I think we recogmise that Soripture
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shows this throughout. The way in which the apostle treated
Philemon, & fair aged man it would seem, with a measure of
respect, is an euncouraging example %o us. Beloved friends, have
you ever thought of the bearing of the words im Judse, that
Michegl the archangel did not dsre to bring against Satan a
railing accusation? Here you have, not a relationship betwsen
those of ome mind, but o relationship between those of whom one
was morally far above the other. I mean Micheel, because he was
a servant of god, and yet recognising that position of permitted
dignity from which Satan had not been ousted, in the full
development of God's providential arrangement, he did not dare
to bring against the Devil & railing acchsation but gaid "The
Lord rebuke thee", and the Holy Spirit has shown that the
tendeney of the humen heart towsrd pride is far larger than we
are apt to realise, and that onme common usage of pride is to
take hold of encouraging names and descriptions, and to use

them as a pedestal to exalt oneself. 2 Pet. 2 is a witpess
against ééhm“ Let me repeat it! that if ove is saved by grace
and loses something for the Lord it is delightful to hear him
use the word "prother" but if one is saved by grace and gaius

g certain amount of improved compasnionship, even in & social
sphere, and from an educational standpoint - to find that one
pushing himself to the fronmt and glibly saying "prother" to this
one and "prother" to that ome, and "Come along, Brother", and
so forth to older saints, is mrdly becoming and hardly fitting
that position to which the Lord has called His péople. The
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meekness of wisdom should characterise those who have been
brought to recognise the terrible power and the subtilty of
the selfish flesh.

#e have already partly touched upon the relationship
between believing employers and employees. The principle already
felt, applies here. The Seripture refers to BELIEVING employers
and gives definite instruction to servants under the yoke. What
would you think of an employee who, before his other fellow-
employeses, went up to the believing master and said, "Jell,
brother, how are you this morning®"? You would at once feel that
this was out of place. XNow the same principle applies to many
other actions. The child of God must be wise. The grace of
God does not make a mam presumptuous. The grace of God does
pot make a man self-assertive. Nothing is more dangerous than
the misuse of spirituel terms. The Holy Spirit says that
believing masters are NOT to be despised because they are
brethren, but they are to receive serviee as faithful and
belo3sd partakers of the benefit. They are brethren, this is
pot denied. There are many things which are very precious facts
but we must be careful how we use them. We have already seen
this as to the vame the Lord gives His people. He said, to
Paul "I am Jesus Whom thou persecutest™ Paul did NOT answer
"Jesus", he answered "Lord". wWhen & man is really saved and is
taught of the Holy Spirit, he will learn how to amswer - we
ought to know how to answer every man, &8 well as how to

answer the Lord. Presumption, irreverence, speaking evil of
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dignities, with a resultant carelessness as to the very
authority of God and as to dus order among believers - these
things are among the perilous results of socizlism, in which the
clay and ironm are so manifest as leading uwp to the final. "If
any one teach otherwise", says the Holy Spirit in 1 Tim. 6, "he
is proud, knowhug nothing"™, end the Holy Spirit shows that such
an one will often have some clever arguments for his ideas.
Hence we have the added description - "knowing nothing but
doting about questions and strifes of words " - he is MISUSING
WORDS, and this is a real peril. The believing employee is to
recognise the believing employer, EVEN as the faithful servant
is faithful to an unbelieving employer. I need hardly say that
the believing employer has a fresh responsibility to ell
employed, whether saved or unmsaved; but he is not told that his
work ceases, and that he mwst give up his position. It may be
he is in a position 1in which he camnot stay, but there is
nothing inherently wrong in being & believing employer. It is
far more easy for most to be employed but there is nothing
inherently wrong in the position. All threatenings are to be
put on one side, and so forth, but the believer is not instructed
to leave his position unless this goes against other parts of
Seripture, but to glorify God in the way he fills the sphere
for the Lord. As usual, commands ars given. If one is in
oceupation wherein he cenmot fulfil them he ghould leave, but
ti1l this comes about, he mst obey the commands fitted to
that sphere. |
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We pass next to consider Irritation and Jealousy.

Irritation is irritability underneath the sw face. It is easy

to be preserved from irritability, it is not so easy to be
preserved from irritation. I think we all realise how subtle are
the underworkings - yet & victory is to be sought in the power of
the Holy Spirit - Oh, thet we might claim this over the begin-
uings of mkE the uprisings of the flesh. I¥ is easy to be saved
from irritebility; rather, there,are many forms of 1t from which
we are comparatively .delivered. Though we 2ll have much to
learn regarding a gracious memner to God's glory, irritation as
to our position im 1life is a questioning of God's providence and
81s0 of His wisdom as to our discipline. HE knows whal is Dbes?
for us. If we are jeslous of others because they have more of
this world's goods than we have, there is something wroug.
Morsover, we must not forget that to whom men commit much, of
him they will ask the more. OFften we forget that the great thing
is not to ask for popsessions but to ask for grace fo use whatever
we possess. The reward at the judgment seat of Christ is not for

what I hawq,but for what I have used; and obedience is not a
matter of large possessions, but a matter of godly activity
approaching more and more to that which is appointed with such
possessions. Better have twr Yalents and use them well, than
Pive talents and use them ill. Better have weak mental powers
and use them for the Lord than have strong mental powers and use
them for the display of the flesh. Whether we think of ability

or of opportunity or of earthly goods, let us remember the
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danger lest we ask amiss, and lest we consume on our own
pleasures. Everything is a trusteeship and for a trusteeship
must we give ean accownt. We are to occupy till our Lord coms
back, and to occupye in the Spirit. Irritetion therefore, is
out of place even as the judgment of God's appointment involves
speaking evil of ®od's own wisdom. "There is no power but that
which is of God; the powers that be are ardained of God", and God
has set His people as it hath pleased Him. We are not to dictate
to Him, nor to fret against our circumstances. We are to see in
every circumstance part of our treasure. Possibly vwe think "I
wish the Lord had given me more possessions", but the Lord has
given us & very precious gift, the absence of possessions. Do
not think the absenmce of a material thing is the absence.of
averything. The gbsence of a material thivg is the presence of
ability to deal with this absence, and this & most precious gift.
I think we fail to realise that whether the Lord gives a thing
or the absence of a thing, He gives that which can deal with the
thing or its absence. You caunot have merely the absence of &
gift - there is no such thing as a vacuum. If the Lord gives
you nothing on the line wich you expect, the Lord gives you a
very precious scmething to be thapkful you have nothing of what
you expect - and that is not an mimportant lesson, though
perhaps it is harder than to use the something expected - or
herder then we think it would be to use the something, for do

wo not alweys find it easier to use things before we have them?

our view of others' circumstances may become & grave danger and
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the only escape is the escape Asaph found in another difficulty -
he went into the sanctuary. Whether we look at the prospering
of the world, or the varied circumstances of our brethrem, we
need to go into the sanetusry, for & sanctuary view is the only
safe one. BResides, we are unwise in every sense of the word,
if we envy the brother who has & very "nice" house - i.e. who
has a very nice chain to bind to earth; and we have o need to
complain of the absence of & chain. A golden chain can make &
prison as much as an iron chain, and many a child of God who has
some very "nice" things could tell us he wuld be very glad if
he might boldly get rid of them, but lacks the moral condition
$o trust the Lord in dealing with some of these circumstances.
I speak plainly - you expect nothing else. It is deeply
important that we seek grace tc have a vietory over 81l Jeslousy
as to that which is not any cause for jeslousy. The minus is
often a plus and the plus is & minus. You would not esteem &
man weelthy who had some extra debts, nor would you esteen a
man healthy who has some extra drawbacks. There are meny
things which are drawbacks which we once desired. I suppose
not & fow of us wish we could start over again, were it not
that we realise inm the victory over thaet which remains, we have
the very diseipline for which the Lord will reward, if we
obtain that vietory.

Wo pass next to The Selvation of One of High Rank
in this age. This subject hardly seems & personsl ome in our

meeting to-night, but the Loxrd is quite ablg to save those who
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heve a high rank in the world, and when we pray for kings and for
those in authority, we not only pray that we may lead a quit and
peacesble life but also that it may plegse Him to prove His power
over - even over & Theophilus; and to show that our translation in
1 Cor. 1 has rightly inserted the letter ™M™ - "pot meny mighty
are called". God is pleased in His love to save some. If onme of
high rank in this age is saved, it is very easy for those of low
rapk to tell him what to do. In fact, we a&ll find it easier to
gee how someone else can cut his cords and escape from his prison,
than we find it to escape ourselves, but only as we obey are we
capable to guide others with any fulness of spiritual power.

What brother here who speaks has not found himself erippled in
speaking to a certain extent, for he feels "If only I carried

out a1l that I em saying more fully, how much more power there
would be in my words and how I could apply them in conversation
afterwards®. Whet child of God has not been held back from
spesking because he feels "My own 1ife must be nearsr the Lord

if 1 =m to spesk more defimitely upon that theme". This indeed,
is the way in which God stimulates us to more definiteness of
1ife. But if ome of high rank in this world is saved, are his
sccisl digtinetions at once ramoved? We find the Seripture

deals very wisely on these things - even as the Holy Spirit
through Elisha dealt with Naaman, Naaman said, as it were, "ID
my position I mwt go into the temple, though I will not worhsip
myself. Ny master leans on me and I bow down simply as a

physical action, because I am agsisting him in my court duties™
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and Blisha did not reply "You must not", nor did he say "You
can go", but rather "Go in peace"., Why? Because Nasman was only
just brought to realise what truth was, and Elisha did not tell
him eIl the teaching at once. "Oh", you say, "then he meant he
could go into the temple? Nay, peace is not another name for
the temple. The prophet told him to "go in peace™. God
graciously arranged words to EXERCISE the men. He was not %o do
ought to trouble his conscience. The very words he used made
clear that his conscience was troubled. And so is it in the
later Sceriptures. Erastus was chamberlaein of the eity. The
ap® tle did not tell him to leave that position in the epistle.
I do not koow what he to0ld him privately; I do vot know what
private conversations there were with Erastus. It is a good
thing that private conversations are not always recorded. I

em not now speaking of scandel; that is always unsatisfactory;
but I mear this - every child of God who has & responsibility
for others should be able to speak to them privately in a way
he. would not speak before others, that there might be a lovinog
plainness alone - NOT that others might say "It was a good thing’
thet so and so had that rebuke, he needed it"™, for  thelne

who makes such a statement evidently needs two rebukes, What

we find in the Scripture is fairly plain, that Erastus, by

his dangerous position, was brought ivto a problem when 2 Tim.
was written, apd the Holy Spirit gives a little hint even in
Romans a8 to Erastus. 'Tis written very lightly, the pen does

not write in a very definite way. So with the record of some



19.

wmistakes that earnest servants of God made - we are not told in

so mayy words "This was a mistake ":- rather we learn this by
comparing Seripture with Seripture. Why? Because the Holy Spirit
does not write the book of Acts to show the apostles failed. If
they f£ailed in their actions - and they did on some occasions -

this is not to be advertised before wandering believers, dbul it is
to exercise those who are near to the Lord as they compare Scripture
with Seripture that they may realise One is their Leader and that

He never failed.

It is plain that PRINCIPLES are to guide the actionms,
aod the believer is not to be of the world AS Christ was motl of
the world. THAT will edfect onme of high rank, it will iovolve a
giving up, not only of certair social arrangements with their
veneer and excitement, but also together with the esteem of the
world or its apm rent esteem, -Zhere will be the giving up of
certain positions of authority if the child of God has respect
unto the recompence of the reward. One man of high rank in days
gone by took that position and he found that he had some choice
riches and they were not the treaswes of Egypt, but reproach of
Christ. He was a man of high rank, and he GAVE UP, and is put
before us in Heb. 11 as an example of faith. There are swrely
other examples, which are befitting the present age, following
the judgmend of this world, when we are strangers and pilgrims
until He comes Who will reign in Mount Zion before His ancients
gloriously. But I skould be very sorry if a believer of low rank

in this world became very forward in going up to one saved from
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high rank and talked to him authoritatively and told him what to
give up and what he ought not to do. If in a gathering when saints
come together to worship the Lord such a mamner was displayed,
should we not feel very sorry? If when meeting as brethren in the
Lord, those who were uneducated, untrained and who had gained
through their being brought among the Lord's people, took the
"opportunity" to talk against others in their very prayers or in
some other way, to ask that the Lord would bring down those who
were the exalted ones of earth and show them their pilgrim
position, should we not be comcerned? Anything like that is
foreign to the whole principle of lcve to Chrigt. Yet prgying
at a person is not an absent thing, and far easier than we
realise; and self-estesm and pushing onmeself forward under the
guigde of spirituaslity is & most dsadly turning of the grace of
God into lasciviousness. We cannot be too careful in these things.
We are all more easily led astray than we think.

There are plenty of other problems, beloved friends.
e are only mentioning s few to-night - titles, for example.
Most of you have seen the tracts which seem to show the Holy
Spirit sets aside ecclesiastical titles in the Seripture. But
at the same time secular titles remein. We speak of "King &0
and go" rightly, but we have vo authority in Scripture for
saying "The apostle Pawl" - it is "Paul am apostle”. Bor do we
find even the title "Brother" used thus - $i%%e "Brother so and
so" . Such a method of address is not %o be found in Seripture.

There is a reason for this. We still speak of thé titled people
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of the land. There is only ome "titled™ Person in counnection
with the Lord's people - HE bearg the title-"Lord". The Lord
Jesus - not only "Jesus the Lord"™ but "The Lord Jesus™. The
ORDER which belongs to a title is given fto Him. The order of
DESCRIPTION is given to all others; and there is & vast difference
between the order of title and order of description. "Paul an
apostle™ is a wonderful change of order from "The apostle Paul"
and means much, if our hearts are exercised. I have not dealt
with the problem of believers in foreigrn lands. To what extent
can a believer come down to the mods of village living in such

a country as India® The problems of believers of various
nationalities in some parts of the world, in portions of Africa,
are very real. There are those who by their upbringing amid
certain nations have ap ingrained attitude which is peculiarly
difficult to meet fram the standpoint of brotherly love without
advantage being taken of it im a wrong way. These problems

are real. We have, morsover, the problems of the homes of a
believer. I am not now speaking from the standpoint of grandmess -

every believer should feel concerned that he may not live as a
men of the world - that his wells may show he belongs to Christ,
and that the time wasted on decorati ons of earth may be set
aside with a hand which is unsparing of those hindrances to
godly growth. But 30ME believers may have less opporfunity
than others. Their goods may be of cheaper cost - they are

not to be envious. Some may have goods that are not elaborate

but have cost a little more, and in convection with their past
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position they may live in a neighbourhood permitting work in the
Lord's Name among those unsaved in & higher position, without
any compromising fellowship. Let similar thoughts be expressed
in another way - Every believer should be willing to have not
where to lay his head, but ome may live in one room, and one may
have more than ome room, and both can glorify the Lord. The one
room believer is not to despise the believer who hss more, but
the believer who has more is not tog look down ov the one who has
but one. However, we are all to be willing to be like our
belcoved Lord #ho had no room, and tents may be better than houses
for the cultivation of godliness. I dread to speak like this,
lesty any will take the argument as an excuse for worldlinmess,
but swely the other standpoint is plainly before us, and if

a8y should be found in a meeting of this humbling character to
soateh at an exouse for worldliness, thenm will there not be 4he
much more bold smatching at excuses from the very words of God
Himself in Seripture; dut by the grace of God, we.do not want

to spatech at anything of this character. I hope our concern for
the Judgment Seat of Christ emandipates us from the fooiishness
which ¢lings to the things of this age, and that we desire
earnestly, in the power of the Spirit 6f God, to be emancipated
mere and to live with hearts that gladly give up the clothing
and decorations and gorgeous homes of earth becsuse we realise
we have in heaven a substance, an inheritance that fadeth not

awey. Choice are our treasures, possessions which will not

venish, which make us hold lightly to things of this world
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with its fading fashions and delusive attractions. Gratitude
to God for His grace, enjoyed in the power of the Holy Spirit,
is an emancipating power. Mey we live in the light and

experience of thisl




