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¥O. 167. THZ GOSP3L_ OF MAMTHEW: I5 IT JEJISH?

4n Address by Mr. P. W, Howard,
At Aldgate, 3.C.
14th June 1921,

1. The Yord's Use of VARIOUS Bervants to write Scripture.

2. The Breaking off of Israel's Branches, and the Tresent
Dispensaticn.

3. "The Xingdowm of the HBEAVENS", and its Parablds.
4, "The Chureh" (16.18, 18.17); not Named in other Gospels.
5. Further Nctes to the Glory of God.
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Qur subject, beloved friends, is rather & large one.
1t cconcerns the whole of a book of Seripture and the relaticaship
of that book to other bocks, but further, I hope it concerns the
relaticn of that book to cur hearts. s have all read the Gospel
of Matthew - it may he, many times. We all know something of the
contentes. We ocould qucte verses, and if verses were quoted to us
we could locate them. Pcesidly, we could rum through the bock
chapter by chapter mentally, and "gea" what each chapter scntains
vl thout an open Bible. The %Gespel of Matthew is amcng the best-
known bocks of Seripture, but, how much we all have to learn
therein: indeed, I suppose I express the thought of most when I
8ay we rocoegnise cne lesscn we have to learn, yet still vesd to
learn more - pamely, the%y we have so'much to learn. God has

baen pleased tc give us the whele of Seripture. He did not



give it by & sudden handing down from heaven, but during a period
of fiftesn hundred years. Men of God spake as they were moved by
the Holy Spirit. How different were the conditions of those whom
God employed - a Hoses trained in all the wisdom of the Egyptiens
yet receiving an advanced course beyond that - as a shepherd in
the wilderness; and after this twcfold training, being privileged
t¢ lead forth Israel and to write the testimony of God. We think
of & David trained first as sheoherd, ond then amid sufferings,
and lastly as King, the gweot Psalmist of Israel Bub God, Who
lifted him up could also use an Amos without 1ifting him in the
game way. The gatherer of sycamors fruit was equally a prophet
with Daniel of the royal seed. The fisherman, as Peter, wes
equally an apostle with Paul the trained Rabbinical student. God
wes pleased to use different men in differsnt ways at different
times, and in merey He included ove Gertile, and we, sinners of
the Gentiles by nature, praise Gcd for the use, not only of the
Jewish language, but of a Gentile lenguage, ever cof Greek, and
for the gift of two books thrcugh the Gentile physiciap Luke.
GoQ's hetheds are indeed an enccuragement tc His people; but the
grace that used the intonsely religious Pharisee also used the
taxgatherer; and the tiaxzgatherer, the despiged publican, became
the writer of that bock which is placed first in our New
Testament. But whether Gcd employed a Paul or a Matthew, an

Amos or & Moses, God was the Cauvser and Znabler of the work,

apd thus we have the perfect harmony of all parts of Soripture.
Though written by men with difforent tempersments inm different



places at different times, Scripture is without cne contradieticn.
without cne error, Gecd's own preciocus book for His people's
study, food, emjcyment end ministry. W praise God for the
goriptures. We Juow & little about Matthew himself. The Lad
laid hold of him and brought him from being a taxgatherer to
follow in that paih vhich was HOT remuwmerative or comparable with
the taxgathering path. NMatthew scon manifested soncern for those
vhe remained as he had been, even as Paul the Pharisec prayed
fervently for thdse who had & zeal for Ged but not according to
knewledge, such as he had shown. Is it not so to-day? Should
nct the cne saved from drunkernessg feel a special concern for the
salvaticn of other druokards? Should not the cne saved from
other forms of cutward sin realise the grace that makes the
bacicground of past failure an argument for more powerful prayer?
Thus God over-rules the sins of unconvarted days te brinp His
people to more intensity and a Matthew longs fo ses other
taxgatheraers saved. I need hardly add that the Lord uses
"taxgathersrs” as & type. Luke 15 1llustrates this. Pharisees
end taxgatherers are there pilcturad as types of Jews and
Gentiles; and a yet clearer example is found dn the parable of
the {wo men who went up into the temple to pray -the one a

7.4‘

Pharises and the other a taxgatherer. The taﬁgherorx and

harlets and simners went intc the kiongdom before the Pharisees,
and they are mads typical of those who, as outecasts, have now
been brought in frem the Gentiles, from those afar off, and the

Lord says of those old-time outoasts, "I will iv vo wise oast
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out" - so sec:re is the salvation of the wnworthy and guilty,
who ars accepted in the Beloved Matthew, therefore, was a type
of a saved Gontlle. And so it is fitting that he should write

a Gospel which shows God's grace in the present diapepsation I1p
the setting aside of Isracl. e are reminded in Rom, 11 that
geme of the branches were broken cff from the clive. I:brael's
pogition was not complete apostasy, for scme, not all, were
broken off. Thore remained a romnant, not b; merit, but accord-
ing to the olection of grace, snd God will reinstate the branches,
not the same nersons &8s were broken off, but the spared remainder
of the living nation, for the Lord will pardcn all vhom He
roserves of Israel, end the first CHRISTIAN naticn will be the
nation of Israel, the nation which at yresent depisas His Name,
It is & wonderful thought. "Thy pesople shall all be righteous,
the brarch of My planting, the work of My hands, that I may be
glorified", There will not be one unsaved Jew in that day,

All Israel shall be saved. God is able to graft them in again,
In acoord with this, Paul's praysr in Rom. 10 is yet to be
fulfilled. Happy are we if we have prayers like the Lord's in
John 17, whioh are tc be fulfilled in the fufure fully, if only
partly in the present. Butl some brinches éf Israel were broken
off and God was pleased to bring frem s wild olive those who are
in the real olive and partake ¢f the rcot and fatvess and such
stand by faith, It ie true that there may be those whe appear
to De branches but who are not. In scccrd with this we find
that in John 15 the parallel view of the trus Vine contains not



ons branch which had criginally been ip the Vime. The word
there usad implies "broken off", that is to say, broken off from
elsewhere. Thdre is no thought of a fruitful branch becoming
unfruitful and being removed If the branch is fruitful it
beoomes more fmitful, but if ths dbranch is unfruitful it has
never been fruitful acoording to that passage. There is not a
word of any change from fruitfulness to unfruitfulness. If
therofors a graft-in branch (and ONLY such branches are there
mentioned), if & graft-in branch hes nc fruif,ths inference is
that it was joined outwardly dut not joined inwardly. So there
may be those who are associated with the olive yet nct iowardly
lioked with the blessings. But the present time 1s one in wich
God is taldog out frcm all natiocns in a manifest way a people
for His Name and Ho is not savidg them VIA Judaism. In the
future the nations will saoy, "Come, let us go upftcfthe house

of the Lord at Jerusalem", sud as in thddays of Esther, many
will become Bews. They will call themselves by the name ¢f
Israel; but at the present time the Israel of Ged is composed

of those whe are saved cn the low lavel ¢f worthless Gentiles,
If a Jew is saved, ho is saved AS 4 GUNTILE, for the Lord Jesus
came o call sinners and nct simply Jews or Gentiles.
Naticnalism is nothing, eircumoision is nothing and uncircumeision
is nothing. There is a new oreation, and "If any cne is in
Christ there is & new creaticun”, and ws rejcice in this
wenderful stress. In accord with this, when the Lord Jesus

Christ came)He was preceded b. the ministry of Jehn, and Jchu's



ninisgry eppropirately & wilderness ministry set ferxth God's
grace in bringing out of all nations, for Ged was and is able,
from STONIS to raise up children of Abraham; and Gal. 3 gives the
key to that passage. MNoroover, bapbtism in the river cf Jordan
get forth God's own wonderful pubtting aside of the flesh, Unlike
eireumeision, it denoted a burial, the laying aside of the old -
and piotured prophetically a new orcation and & rising tc welk in
pewnoss of resurreaction-life, though during the {thres and a half
years that Preceded the resurrsction of the Lord Jesus, there was
much that was transitory and not fully reslised., 3But how wonderful;}
Judaiom a8 an "isn" was set aside. When John preached the baptiem
of repentance, the axe was laid, not at the dranches of the

trees but at the root. The lopping cff, or the ciroumeision of
& part was vot provided. The axe was laid at the root, and the
neod was that there should he 8 new creaticn. In ascord with
this, Matthew sets forth in an expression found nowhere elpe -
"the kingdom of the heavens", and Jchn preached this, vot as
past, not as present, bubt as about to come. And when the Lord
Jesus Christ ministered we are told in chapter 4.17 "From that
time Jesus began to preach and te sey, Repent, for the kingdom

of the heavons is AT BAWD". It had not THEN arrived. I beg

you to notice that the coming of John was nct the beginning of
the kingdem of the heavens. Scme have theught that it was so,
hecause of expressioms in Matt. 11 apd Luke 16. MNatt, 11 tells
ug that from the days of John the Baptist until now the

kingdem of heaven suffereth violence and the violent take it



by foree, for all the prophets and the law prophesied until

John. TUndoultedly there was & orisis, but the Lorxd explains
elsevhere more that is in this passage. The kingdem of heaven

1s being grapped and viclent ones, those who are using powsr

and might, are grasping 1t? The kingdom of the heavens is
brought befere us in twe ways. We have tho receiving of the
kingdem AND the enteripg imtc 1t. Now the kingdom wes undoubtedly
received with a dootrinal antiocipatory faith befors there was

the entering inte it. shen John came, the kingdom was at hand,
Chriet ALS0 said "at hand®. Now from the days of John 1t was
being takon with a grasp. That does not say it was dboing
entered, it was etill viewed as "ot hand’. But VHAT is the
kingdom of the heavens? D¢ not let us confuse with the temm
"kingdom c¢f God". M"Oh", you say, "the terms are synonymous"

Are they, belevel friends? 1Is there & single synonym in
Seripture? The term "synonym™ implies absolnte agreemert without
any added thought. Thore is the absoclute agresment cf sll
Soripture in teaching, but thers are often added. thoughts, for
evory expression; and the Lord has never used one e.pression

when ancther would have dcne equally well. "But", you say, "we
have in one gospel the kingdom ¢f the heavens and in another
gospel the kingdom of God; therefore they are the same". 3y

no means. In s dietionary you have one word explaining another -
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¥ 1 suppose the very word used hers is that from which our English
word "power" is derived. It is twice used, for we have the same
word "suffering violence” and "vioclent®



therefore they are the sama? Not at all! They, to scme extent,
cover the same pround, dut not entirely. So is 1t with the
kingdon of God and the kingdem of the heavens. The kingdom of
the heavens was at hand, but the Lord Jesus Christ said to the
Pharisees ir Hatt. 21. 43 "The kingdom of God shall be taken from
you snd shall be given o a vation, bringing forth the fruits
thereof", (Consequently the kingdom of God was possessed by
Israel but the kingdom of the heavens was future, whereas Israsl
possessed in some way the kingdem of God, i.e. the term "kingdom
of God" is wider. The "kingdom of the heavens" appears to be cne
aspect of the kingdem of God. Again, you w1l remombor that in
the book cf Daniel we read "The Most High ruleth in tho kingdoms
of men". Thers we have the kingdom of men, but God is viewed as
over all. I was thinking to-day how beautiful it is to notice
that the head ¢f g0ld, the first leader of Gentile pcwers possess-
ing Jerusalem, the first leader in the image, was COMPILIED to
8ay "He hath His wey in the armies of heaven and among the
inhabitants of earth". He was compelled to acimowledge iufinite
glory. "Hone can stay His hand, or say wntc Him, what doesth
Thou?". "The lMost High ruleth in the kingdom of mon". To-day
there ig still tre kingdem of men until the s$one out out without
hands shall smite the image smd it shall be broken, and the
kingdoms of this werld will beacoms of our Lord and of His Christ
and He shall reign. So we have the kingdoms of this world, the
kingdom of men. Beloved fricmds, it is delightful to koow the
Most Migh ruleth in the kingdom of men. ®e nesd not be alarmed



vhatever be the result of man's errangement. There is Ged's
working behind, but God has not at present set up a kingdom
whioh shall bresk in pieces. Olerve, therefore, various §£§£§5Z
and different aspects - (&)  The Most High ruleth in the kingdoms
of men". (b) The kingdom of Gcd given to Isrsel in the past.
{e) The kingdom of the heavens viewsd as future when the Lord
Jesus ceme. {d) The Most High setting up & kiungdom shich shall
break iy pleces in the future, when the kingdoms of this world
become the kingdem of our Lerd/and Psalm 82 is fulfilled - "Arise,
0 Lord; for Thou shalt inherit all nations". At the prosent time
the Lord Jesus does not irherit a1l naticns. ™Ask of le and I
will glve thes the heathen - Thive ivheritanco". They ARR
already His inheritance, but He has not yot taken thsm. In
English we read "Heathen FOR Thine inheritance” - the word "for"
is added. Rather "The heathen Thine inheritance" but nect till

He Judges the earth, as Psalm 82, 6 puts it "will He IRHORIT

all nations™. THEN He will smite them with a rcd of irou, and
dash them in pisces like a potter's vessel. THEN He will inherit
8ll nations, and will take His right. ¥NC# He is set at fhe

right hand of the Father EYPRCTING until liis enomies be made His
footstool. wg%ﬁile He is at the right hand of the Father there

is & kingdom which is the kingdom of hoeavon. The kingdom of (§d
has besn takern frem Israel and givon te a natiocn bringing fexth
the fruits thereof among whom s8ro  belisvers now, for as ihe
epigtle to the Hobrews shcws, we are partakers ¢f the HEAVENLY

calling, and those whe are saved by grace are made tec sit
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together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus - one of the many
parallels betwesn Hebrews and Ephesians which are often so sadly
overlcoked, for the epistle to the Hobrews like the gospel of
Matthew, is dealing with those saved out from Israel to be
Gentiles
blossed with beliwving Xsxekem in the new company, gathered out
from all nations to be 8 people preparél for the Lord when He
shall return to receive His own unto Himself. The kingdom of the
heavens, tharefors, was future vhen Christ's ministry was on oarth;
covsequently in the Pirst paradle of Matt. 13 where tho sower is
the perscnal Lerd Jesus, though he preached the word UX IHT XINGDON,
we do JOT read "the kingdom of hoaven is like" for the kingdom of
heaven was not arranged till the seocnd purable, but then we read
"The kingdom df heaven is like untc good seed which & man sowed
in HIS field™. Im Matt. 13, at the outset, it is not "his ficla®,.
The sowsr sows, but where? e do nobt knew, yel AFLIN.LAKDS He
sows "{v his field" - how im this? Ancthor m reble explains,
i.e, the FIRST parable spoken within the house. This gives the
key. The treaswre is hid in the field - the man goeth end BUYEI]
that field., Christ by Eis death bought the field which is the
world, apnd consejuently the second parable is the first cf the
kingdom of the heavens i which the gcod seod are likened %o
the kingdom of the heavens, that is to say, The Lord is viewed
there as peésiésing the kingdom, sand His people are seen &3 &
heavonly peoplae waiting the harvost-day which is the end cf the
age. Hore then we have the key to the kingdom of the heaveus,

and all the parables of the kingdom c¢f ths heavens show thal there
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is this aspect. At the present time we should be a heavenly
peopls, not settling down in the world but oalled apart from the
world, not linked with earth's customs, arrangements, glories,
triumphs and powsr, but d 1ling to enter intc the meaning of
Divine enjoyment. “Fear not, 1ittle flock, for it is your
Pather's good plsasure to give you the kingdom" Henco the

Lord Jesus said in John 18 "My kingdom is vot out from this world;
if ly kingdom were out from this world thenwould My servants
fight, that I should not be delivered tc the Jows, but ncw is My
kingdoﬁj%rom hence”. Thus the Lord Jesus shcws His kingzdom has

8 heavenly aapect. In accord #ith this, just before His death

He sald "New is the Judgment of this world". John 12 gives us

& olimax chapter of the first section ¢f John. ™Now shall the
prince of this world be cast out"™ - the primce of this world wes
cast out in comnection with Christ's triumph. Christ bought the
earth, and consequently inasmuch as He has bought it and He waits
till His enemies are made His foct stool, He, as King by right,
having purchased all, is One vhem Fis people are to cwr, wdth
vhom they are to be rejected outside the camp t11l He ccmes dack.
They cannot now be as Daniel wss in conmection with Nebuchadnezzar.
They do pot now s8it in the gate, but they are ouside the gate
vhere He suffered. They know what it is to be willing tc hear
the werds of their Terd or recollect them "If the world hate

you ye know that it hated lie , before it hated ycu". The kingdem
of the HEAVENS, therefore, epesks of s heavenly pecple and fc
such Matthew was inspired to address himself anmd tc bring befcre
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us with peculiar definiteness some of the aspects of the present
dispensation. Iuks brings befcre us other aspsots. For example,
Luks, in the parable of the Geod Samaritan, zives us a very
remarkable view of the present time, for the resousd ome is taken
to the inn, even to the placs that welcomes sll, and there is left
for two days as the two pence sssm to mignify. Observe all,
"whatscever thou spendest more WIIN I COMZ ACAIN I will repey”.
There we have the pesition of the Lord's pecple, as Luke 15 alse
shows threugh the ten pieces of silver, in their asgembly fellow-
ship and the enjoyment of being together with the readineas %o
weloome all whe have bsonm delivered by the cne Redeeming Saviour.
But Hatthew gives us a very definite view of amcther charscter.

In the parsbles ¢f the kingdem. of Matt. 13 we see two aspacts,
Sometimes we seo thet which is mapifestly dovoted to the Lord,

a8 in the {reasure hid and in the poarl. GSometimes © ses that
which is mingled as the taros amdng the wheat, which are tegather
until the time of the harvest; or we evon have the leavening.

Now observe that these are alike called the kingdom of the hesvens
cn o principle which rws through all the parables and which
nearly every thoughtful believer ackuevile’ges as to these parcbles.
The Lord often speaks cf things ir accord with that vhich is
professed and claimed,to give & robuke and a warning., fThis is
acknonledged by most in Matt. 13, but is equally clear as to

Luke 15, and equally clesr as to the varables which desl with the
servants. We need by the grace of God tc be cloar upcn all these

points that there may be a full porcopticn of the mind of the
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Lord. It is deligh ful %o know that though before men the
kingdom of the heavens may be temporarily travestisd, and that
there may be those who profess the name of the Lord who ars nct
His, yot that before Him the hid tressurs remains & treasure
unningled with the world and that the psarl brought about through
the piercing and the strain to the One Who oreated that pearl, is
yot to be dlsplayed +hen brought up from the denths emddhe glery
of that day. The Lord's counsel does pot changs, eand Matthew
emphasizes this hidden ocompany, this company kncwn to the Lord, %o
be displeaysd in that day. In sccord with that, Katt. 22 brings
bofore us the burninz of Jerusalem by the mrmies which the Lerd
gont, HIS armiss, for the expresssion "Nebuchadneszzar MY servart”
1s paralleled by the Romap armies. "His ermies™, but then the
purpese ¢f Ged is not broken. The highways are searched and there
is the gathering ing. 1In cther words, when the city is,burmed,
there is still a continuaticn of the Lord's work. The gospel of
Matthew is very clear os to the nresent diepensation. In iatt. 24,
in like manner, after the BANINYING of sorrows, leading up to
the siege ¢f Jerusalem, we have from verse 9 to varse 12 the
"middle" of sorrows, if I mi~ht so e2ll it, and THIN the time of
the and. Thus we have the berinning and the midlle and tho end,
The word "beginring” is marked by the word "this", the word "end",
by the werd "thet™; snd inbetweer you have the deseription of
the present time. Ip accord +rith this thought we find that
Matthew bogins the gospel with the generation of Jesus Christ

the Son of David the son of Abraham bscawse we are bleameld [
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believing Abraham as Gal. 3 sets forth, Im accerd with this,
moreover, those who come to the Lord Jesus Chriet 4nm THIS gospel,
are wise men from the oast, Gentiles, for Matthew shows most
definitely the bringinmg together of the Gentiles. It is, as most
are aware, the cply gospel that mentions the church by neme. I
i8 a gospel in which NMatthew wes inspired to show that the gsetting
aside of Israsl temporarily was vot the setting aside of the purpose
of God. God has a plan of grace which is to these of all natiouns
who ars brought near in the prscious bdleod of Christ, and we have
slrsady noticed the stress tn Matt. 3 cp Ged's might in ralsing

up children to Abraham frem the very stomes, Nor must we forged
that Matthow brings bofcre us Christ's journey down to Gentile
Egypt, and His living in Galilee of the Gentiles 1g emphasized,
snd He is called a NAZARIN3., This is the stress throughout the
book, and in accord with it, and in accord gensrally with the
Lord's work, it is romarlable thet the first four arcstles

brought before us in their secend "ealling" to service, are
sgsceiated with the cea, the ses sugpesting the Cantiles and the
nations as other Seriptures would show, and the f£ish tyriesl cf
the Lord's work smong every race, &s Matt. 13 indicates. Hence
vfishers of men" in Luke 5. The gespel of Matthew ig full of
toaching as to the inzathering cf the Gentiles and cbviovsly

there was s wendorful reascn vhy the Lord used the publican, the
gaved taxgatherer tc write such a gespel with this clear testimony
of encouragement to Gentile believers. “But", you say, "is it

rot probable that latthew wrcte his gespel completely for Jewish
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belisvers?* Very likely, for they were the cnes who neeled to

be sc instructed. The Gentile bedievers were thoir brethren, The
Jewish believerg were the onmes who needed to be instructed that
they were not to take the positicn of & Jewish remmand but that
grace Had brought togethor Jewlsh andl Gentile remwmants in the
present dispensation, as ovp in Christ Jesus. 4pd, therefore, it
was Titting that the saved taxgatherer should instruwet his brethren
according to the flesh.- who w uld not ratuwrally have listcned to
a texgatherer; it wes appropriate that he who ms saved from serving
the Romans should speak of the Reman amies being used br #he ILord
to destioy the city and should explain that the Lord gwould save
out fram sl 1 nations, including & Roman centurion, whe is so
specially amphasized ININI 4T LY after the address on the mount -
save out Prom gll naticns a peopld for Himself. The sdlress cn the
meunt is cbviously a declaration of prinmeiples which ccnmoern the
prosent time. 3Some have thought this millenwial, but, helcved
friends, I hardly think we anticinate that in the millennium we
shall rejoice whenm men revile us and persecute us and vhen wo are
persecuted for righteousness' sake. Such words indicate the
PRE5IUT time. You will obssrve furthorrmore that this passage
begins with "Blossed are the poer in spirit for theirs 1s the
kingdom of the henvens"., Here is the glcricus encouragomsnt for
God's dear peopls, and the Lord shews the principles thset wuld
govern the kingdom ¢f the heavens in this present and future
aspect, for the future ampect alsc is found, e.g. in verse 19

where there will be a calling great in the kilngden of the heavens .
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in that day. The enteiring into the kingdom of the heavens 1s
sean as future in verse 20 though the prineciples of the kingdom
of the heavens were to be then received. I euppose we notice how
thet the Lord takes up certain allusions ¥¢ Jewish arrangements,
{in verse 22 for example), and shows their application 'in a
different and fuller way as to the present time. Amoug Israsel,
one who kXilled was in danger of judgment, but among the Lord's
people, ona who is angry is ip dsnger - sc¢ solemy are the
principles of the kingdom of the haavens, and so real is the
judsmont-seat of Christ., I weod hardly say Christ takes up

fering lnows asong Israel and gives them a new meanlng. This
would be & helpffl study. The Hebrew salul ation "Peuce” is
invested with a new fbrce The mqaning of the word “"scribes”

is ohanged. We read of every seribe insiructe wunlo the kingdom
of the heavens. In like manner we havo brought before ug here &
now aspect of the couneil. That this is lhe principle of Chrigt's
language is clear. fut is the word for Gehemna? It is the term
n¢ne valley c¢f the son of ;imnom", Did Christ mean the valley

of the scn ¢f Hinnom owtside Jerusalem, or thal of which it was

a type? Bvidently that of whioh it was a type. In like manmer,
ALL the Jewish arrangemonts of council und sypagogue were made
types of that which the Lord appointed. This mekes tﬁe mere
remarkable that He arranged a contrasy with the sacrificial‘plans
of the temple, that His people might enter inic comtrasts as

well as parallels: honce there is no crder cf priesthoods, nor

have we an altar. Je‘find Purther at the end ol the address cn
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the nmount that 8 leper 1s at once blessed - a type of one outside.
Then the centurion already mentionsd. Do you not see grace to the
Gontiles? Soon we find the Lord ercssing the sea é&nd one the other
side in the neighbourfﬁgﬁ of Gentilised Decapolis is deliversd from
demen power - and ancther, possibly less known, is delivered at
the same time, and the herd of swine rum violently into the sea -
& f£it pleture of those who are unsaved., Thus grace laye hold of
the unlikely and those who despise the Truth are under jdgment.
Here we have the principles of the gospel of Matthew, until we
reach the menticn of the church (Matt. 16) viewed =s future, then
mark the Divine language "Thou art Peter®, a stone roelstsd to the
Rock, (the word from the same roct), one in full union with
Christ. Christ refers to that which was explained fully im His
resurrection work. "Thou art Peter, and upod THIS Rock I #IILL
build My chuwrceh and the gates of Hades shall not have strength

to hold it down™., Here the Lord Jesus plainly alludes to

Himself in the word "Reck" and may sllude again in the added

words - for the word "rock" is in the same gender as the word
"against I, "The gates of Hades shall not heve strength to
hold I¢, the Rock, domn". The Roock shall be raised up from the
waters of Judgment and Christ oo resurrection ground will becoms
the Basis of His people. There may be the further theught that
all Hig true people will not be held down br Haedos. And vhy not?
(hen He dled and rese,He semovel from one place te enother those
who "all their lifetime were svbject to bondage™, end now in

Corinthians the words of triumph ring out - not, "0 Hades,
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0 death™ but "0 death, 0 death", as you will notice 1 Cor. 19
should be rendorsd, thcugh the copyist could not understand, and
altered it back in scme of the copies to identify with the
prophecy of Hesea, and put in the word "Hades", but the Holy
Spirit definitely reminds us thers that when the Lord Jesus
returns, ncne of His saints will then be in Hades. THEN, indesd,
and not ti1l then, shall be fulfilled "Death is swallowed up in
vietory. 0 death, where is thy sting? 0 death, whero is thy
vietory?" - but 1t is not "0 Hades" bscause ALREADY tho victory
is cver Hades, but the future vietcry is over DIATH. The repeated
stress is upon deliversnce from the power of death =g tc the
body, which has not yet been reached, fer we are still in mortas
bodies which are sown in corrupticn if sc be thet it wlestes ouy
Lord for us tc fall asleep. To return "The sates of Hades shall
not have strength against 1t". Thus the Lord brought befcre His
disoiplegﬁzﬂliverance of Eis poeopls and their nesiticon in
heavenly places. The cld-time saints were brovght frem Hzdes to
Paradise when He died and rose sgain, and now saints do net go
into Hades (see Heb. 2.14), This entirely fits with what the
Lerd seys. Observe the added words "I will give unte thes the
keys of heaven and whatscever thou shalt bind on earth shall
have been bound in heaven: snd whatsesver thou shelt lrcse on
earth shall *ave been lccse? in hsaven™, In other words, as in
Acts 10, the Lord's vecple are tc ratify or rather recconise

His decisions. Ho decides first, It shell HAVE B47W ZOWMND IN

heaven; so "ihet God hath cleansed, that call not thou common™
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an allusion to this passage. The keys of the kingdom of heaven
bring before us the practical and respomsible outworking of that
which is dosoribed first in counnecticn with the church. "I will
build My church" views the Lord's people as to relationship and
united ORSHIP; the kingdom of heaven having a key as well as &
house with an economy and a responsibility and prineiples of
OB3I”IZHCE. The Lord's people are now t¢ live as members of the
kingdom of heaven, governad along on the line of principles shich
are foreign te the werld. They do not seek tc get on inm the world,
thay seek to 1ive to please their Lord. Barthly advancement has
no real attrsction fer them fer they have tasted that the Iord is
gracious, and are kept with their minds stayed upcn Mim. "4hat
shall 1t profit a man 1f he shall gain the whole world™, A chain
mey be golden but it 1s & chain and the Lord's redosmed Aesire to
have their mind sat oo things above, not on things on the earth.
They are in the kingdom of the ::eavens spa they would rather lcse
everything that earth can give then lose that which their Lord
gives. That is their hidden wish snd they desire it to be less
hidden and mere manifest by the nower of the Holy Spirit, in the
daily cireumstances of a life whers they are so cften deflected
b, surroundings, and led astray from their true purpose and
objest which the Lord has 1made dear tc their hearts, Mus we
fi0d 1o Mett. 18 that the Lord again brings bofere us the
'principles of the church. Here we read with respect tc a loeal
assembly, "If he ghall neglect to hear thae, tell it unto the
olureh, but if he neglect to hear the church lot hin be unto
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thee as a heathen man and a publican", We thark God that Matthew
wrote that. The saved taxgatherer knew what it signified "Let

him be unto thee as a heathen men and a publican™. Scme have
thought that this means "Let him be as & heathen man and a publican
is to thee", But that would be hardly in accord with other
Seriptures., The Lord Jesus did not mean that His people were fo
treat heathen men and publicans in ths same way as those who
despise 1 the Truth after havimg kmown 1t. The Hely Spirif eaid of
those who despime ! His Truth ".ith such an cue 2 not to eat™,
but with & heathen man and a publican there might be a2 wise and
holily seperate going 00 them, not for indulgonce, uct for enjoy-
ment, dbut to dbring the gospel tc them. "Let it be unto the: as

8 heathen men and a publican” - that is to say, the terms kncwm
among lsrael feor rejestion. A3 thece men were tc Israsl S50 let
him be wnto thee. Iet him be the cme whe is put cn cne side if

he rejects hoaring the testimony of Ged. -hy? ":hatscever yo
shall bind on earth shall HAVZ BEN BCUND in heaven™, An assembly
t0 recelva the name must sesk to be inmcluded iv 1 Pm. 3 & »illar
and ground of THI ITruth, else loes 1%t not sccn cesse to be an
assenmbly? It binds that which hac boen bound in heaven. fThus

wo have the united assemily in iUatt. 16 and the local arsembdly

in Matt. 18, and a stress on the Lerd's gracicus interest in both.
There are other words which show the cheracter of this gospel.

For exzample, iun Matt. 28 we have "G¢ ye therefcro and teach all
nations baptising them into the name cf the Father and cf fthe

Son apd of the Holy Spirit; teaching them to observe all things
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whatsoever I have commanded you; end lo, I am with you all the

days evem unto the end of the age", There the Lord emphasizes

Eis authority cver all the nations and His care for saving out

of all the naticns a people for Himself who ars brought intc the
Bame - and ®is leads up unto the end cf the age. Matihew's gospel
therefore 1 not Jewish, but a gospel in which Matthew brirgs before
ue God's salvation FROK Jew &nd Gentile of & pecple who ars brought
into a ¥R4 kingdom of the heavens, whe are bdrought to realige, or
should be brought to realise, the meanimg of the word "chureh™, or
"ealled-out company®. The parallel is with thé church in the
wildernass, the type which Sod gave tc Israel, dut it is a HIWWWLY
parallel and while saints wait for thoir rejeoted Lord, they are tfo
be as the treasure nid in the field, and at the end of the prosent
dispensation will ba likened unto virgins nct cempared with the
woman of Rev. 17, not in the harlct system, bhut likened unto virgins,
who 20 out to nmeet the Bridegroem whe huve their mind set uvpen
Christ and thus upon heavenly hope and the mapifestaticn of a
heavanly Xingdom on narth. Undcubte?ly Matthew enceurages vs by
showing us the Lerd will save from Israel. You have a besntiful
picture of this in Matt. 24 There we find in the fime cof the and
one oi those many Seripturs-pictures full of wenderful instruetien
You kvos how that the gcspels give us detaile of Aifferent &=ys lo
Christ's 1ife, and in accord with this in the beck of Revelaticnm,
we have the view of the last three and s half yeors, first at cne
part of the werld, then at ancthor oart cof the werld - in the

wilderness, thev at Jerusalenm - different views. JIv Matt. 24 yecu
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have an enceuraging view of Palestine and the Lord shows He will
$ave from among Jows, and believers are enccuraged Yo pray that
their flight may not be im the winter ncr on the sabbath; and why?
Because the templs will have been rebuilt, The Lord dces nct say
tc them "You are on .Jewish ground and therefore will not flese on
the sabbath" XNo, He plainly imples that they would flee in mny
case - "your flight", but bdecause the winter would hinder them
from without and becanse the religicus Hews would obstrwt when
fanned to fury because Antiohrist sets up his image. He exhorts
His pscople to pray that their flight may not be in the winter or
on the sabbath when the hindrances, weald either through the
weather or through others, are alike from without. Christ does
nct say "Pray ye that the time of your flight mey not ccme then
beeange you would not like to flee c¢r because it would therm dbe
Divinely forbiddsn” The ohildren of God brought before us ars
not viewed as geverned by severth day laws themselves, but they
are swr rounded by others. Thus the Lord in ¥att. 24 shews a
dafinite and beautiful contrast with anything of Jewish ground,
and He chose MATIHIY to give such a clear witness that until the
trivndatien is finished the Lord Jesus is dealing with thoso who
are made a heavenly paecnle who will comsequently be caught up to
most the Lord afterwards. Observe the striking thought which is
very definitely mentioned, "THIN shall all the tribdes of the lamd
mourn”. The Lerd beging to deal with ar earthly people immediately
AFLZR the tribulation snd not befere. This is exactly the case

in Rev. 6. Ae soon as there is the sixth unsealing, we have
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the Lord dealing with an earthly people, for the twelve thousand
of each tribe are sesled upon earth inm Rev., 7. Thie ig in acccrd
with the whole of Seripture. I do not mean that the Lord is not
preparing Israel before, The Lord will use the preparatory time,
undoubtedly, but they will bs sealed at this pericd. Hcw? The
sealing 1s the ssaling of the Spirit, and at the time when the
tribulation finishes thers is a fw ther pouring out of the Spirit
to fulfil Zech. 12. Scme have thcught that this is a different
aspect; but observe "Iwill pouf upen the heuse ¢f David and the
inhabitants of Jerusalem the spirit of grace and suppliocation®,
Hence the spared ones are SHALZD as such in Rev, 7, and the Lord
deals with an WARTHLY pecple, having dealt with a HIAVINLY people
up t1l1l that period. 1In accord with thie, Dan. 7 brings before
us the two classes. There ara the sainte of the high places who
are the partakers of the kingdom cf the heshens, end thare ars
also the people of the gaintg ¢f the high »laces. TNow, &s te

the saints ¢f the high oplacee, we are told judgment 1s given,

and they possess the kingdom, but as to the people of the saints
of the high vlacas, tha kincdem is given unto them UNDER the
whole heaven, The saints of the high places have a kingdem
without any limimticn, not UNDA™ the whole heaven. They have

a haavenly pesiticn sg well: but the PROPLE of the saintspf

the high places hwve at that time an TARTHLY kingdom, under the
whole hoaven. And thus we have the time when the Lord will
gather together #is heavenly and earthly people in the day when®

the heavenly Jerusalem shall be manifested, =snd the Jerusalem
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vhich will be raised up and beautiful for elevaticn, in the holy
land agalp chosen, shall be a praise in the whols earth, for the
Divine Architect has the plans. The walls are continually before
Him; He will arise and have faveur upcn 2Z4cn, when the set time
shall come, and as His servants tako pleasurs in the stones and
favour the lust thereof, they cas sey fronm thelr hearts, with
David, "Do good in Thy gcod pleasw&ﬁnfb Zicn; dbuild Thou the
walls of Jorusalem". Thus we f£¥nd, bel:ved friends, that the
purposa cf God in the vyresert dispensation, does not set aside
His purnose to chocse Jerusalem mnd choose Israesl again, but it
18 in mccord with is will «<nd the vresent period that the
branches should be hrcken off, ond that them should be a bestownl
of MI7CY, not reward, upcn 8ll, whether Jew or Gontile, thet
those “ho are azved might make manifest "It 4s not of him that
willeth nor of him that rurneth but of G¢cd that showath me rey" .,
He 18 gathering out of all naticns these who are wo longer of
apy natien tuk a nation bringisg forth the fruits of the Xingfom,
which were not & mecnle but row ars the reople of fod. which had
not obtaine® mercy, but rew have cbtained merey, and who are
tharafers exhorted as stransers and pilgrims, to sbstain from
fleshly lusts which wor agaivst the scul, havinz their ccnversation
heneat ameng the SINTIIRS fer thoy ar;%{onger cf the Gentiles dut
ara s chosgen goneration, & roysl priesthced, a hely nation, a
poovle with a view tc the making arcund their Lord, that in the
ages to oome He wmight chow forth the excesfing riches of His

grace in His kindness on tc thé™m in Christ Jesus. That is the
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glorious plan which is so wondrously prophesied in Matthew with
its showing forth of the Divime purpcse and invelving the
encouragement to a practical life in ths pewer c¢f the Holy
Spirit, and a unity of believers on & line of the Lord's will,
while they continusal 1y say from their hearts, "iven sc, come,

Lord Jesus",

WWH ~'<W.‘T"_u‘.'-.-?-





