Extract from the Book "The Things Concerning Himself" Republished by Stanley C. Bown
No. 159

=195
Outline: INSPIRATION

1, The need of verbal inspiration,

2, Yhat is NOT intended or implied,

3, The evidences of verbel inspiration.

4, Encouraging results,

5¢ Difficulties calmly considered,

6., "If any man speek,,.as the oracles of God",

Every subject concering Scripture is important to a
child of Gods There is not one dull page in Scripture, unless the
reader is dqull. If the ocripture has the same origin as our own
heart, then we may_expect a holy fellowship between our new
heart and the Scripture, an indepcribable feeling of losg if the
Seripture is neglected only for a while. Though all subjects
comnected with the Scripture are deeply important, and though
one hositate tc glibly use the word "foundation truth" yet one
does feel thet much of the doctrine of the Holy Scriptures will
be misunderstood unless, we have a olear recogntion at the beginn-
ing of the fact, nature, purpose and results of inspiration. The
word 'inspiration?_in_EngliBh, a BREATHING IN and thus it fairly
represents the Divine word in 2 Timothy 3 "All Scripture is God-
breathed", Therc we have o claim, a claim, be it noticed, of
verbal inspiration for it is impossible to bLreath THOUGHTS WORDS
are brethed, and therefore it is well that at the beglnnlng of
our subject we should know that we are seecking to find out the
evidences of that which Seripture asserts is a fact, We are not
on some idle speculation, we are not on some curious theory, &
pastime, for speculative minds, but we are occupied with that
which God Himself has revealed, and I hope, by grace, our hearts
are in such a condition that we do not need PROOFS of verbel
insplration though we ENJOY evidences. We do not require to have
these demonstrated to our minds, but we rejoice to have the mani-
festation of it made more real and DEAR to our hearts, end thus
expressed in our lives,

But to return to our first point, the Need of Verbal
Inspiration, I venture tosay, that we must feel the more we study
Scripture and the more we study our own lives, - we must feel,
beloved friends, the IEED for verbal inspiration, It is a need
for ther glory of God, If God has reveeled Himself at all, we
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antipate that He will reveal Himself in a way that will not dis-
honour Himself, A human law can never be expressed mercly in
thoughtis, Imagine gan Act of Perlizment put in thoughts, for one

to put in his own words, and to apply accordingly. In human doc-
uments, even when carefully cxpressed, there are numerous loop-
holes of error, but where would be the end of error if there were
only an ingpiration of thought? But WHAT is "an inspiration of
thought"? Can you tell me? Can anyone present describe a "thought
inspiration", that is not a "word inspiration"? I venture to say
that if it is not a word inspiration it is not a thought inspira-
tion, for these is some defect in the thought. Further, very
beautifully we read "All Scripture is God-breathed" - "All writ-
ing" - as written it had been definitely breathed. Here is the
Divine claim that the inspiration was not of the men as men, not
merely towvard the men as prophets, but through the men as serve
ents ~ and this & WRITTEN inspiration, Now I venture to say that
the need for verbal inspiration is intensified by such.s claim,
because if there is not verbal inspiration the book mekes an
untrue clain, and it is no longer a good hook but a deluding book,
Therefore we come to the thought that there is a need for verbal
inspiration, first, generally with respect to the glory of God,
and secondly, when we see how impossible, even in & human sphere,
it would be to have anything short of this where exactitude is
required; thirdly, because thought inspiration, not word inspira-
tion, feils aven to be thought INSPIRATION, There isa defect

at the.woot., Fourthly, the need because there is declared in the
Scripture a verbal inspiration, and the book FALLS TO THE GROUND
unless its claim can be substantiated., Perhaps you will allow me
to put in one suggestion which is closely linked with some that
we have already had, but yet it will appeal to each child of God
present, "I NEED VERBAL TNSPIRATION", It is well to have a big
"I" when the word "need" is the next word, "I need verbal inspir-
ation", Is there a child of God present who denies that? Let me
repeat it, "I need verbal inspiration", I want to.lknow what to
believe, I want to know what to do. I do not see infallibility.

T cammot f£ind it in that which may be cplled & church or a system.
I camnot find it in a consensus of ancient writers, I cannot find
it in my own individuel mind, I cannot find it in public opinion,
I cemnot find it through mere impulses, I NEED verbal inspiration,
And if there is not verbal inspiration, if there is not a book
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of exact guidanoe to which I can turn and on whict -
unhesitatingly in the enabling of ‘the Holy Spiriz? % ggzirE;f
self largely at sec, and my salvation is largely robbed of its
fulness, I mean my present salvation, I feel in considerable
and continual difficulty, I dmost feel I am unkindly left to
grope my way about if there is not vetrbal inspiration,.Beloved
friemds, the need is & personal need, and we do well to bring
in the personal note.

But let us be clear as to what is not intended or
impled by verbal inspiration, We do not mean that the transla-
tion is inspired. lien heve rendered the original languages with
a large measure of care and zeal, God has answered prayer, The
result is that the English child of God is privileged to see
much that God has set forth, and he praises God for the same
overruling of translations as experienced in his own personal
1ife. But the translation is imperfect, Do not think I am
wasting time in speaking thus, I know the natural m:n receiveth
not the things of the Spirit of God, but it is amazing when
gpeaking of the Scripture to find some who are in a state of
comparative humen sonity meke e remark of this nature - "You lseep
on revising your 2ible" es if that were some argument against
the Bible, There is nothing strange when an artist keeps on
improving his peinting, It is worth it, worth this effort from
the humen standpoint, 3ut the child's undescribable attempt at
painting ie not worth revising, The tranglations that we have are
useful, and if anyone starts translating again he will use many
of the same vords. There will always be a measure of revision,
Ve praise God for the translation that we have, but we camnot
rest on it, nor can we rest on enything of men or through man,
For a like reason we do not assert the inspiration of any man-
uscript. I mésn to ocay, as soon ag men begin to copy, men meke
mistekes, They fail to copy. Humen choice and human careless~
negs are more essertive then we think, Therc is no one present
who would copy out the whole of the English Bible without a mis=-
tgke and in the ancient days there were mistakes in all copies,
The original alone wes perfect, As soon as human clement comes
in, follacy comes in, Ve assert the inspiration of that which
was originally given, Further, we do not mean that every word
in Scripture is & reveleation, It is all ingpiration, it is not
all revelation. There are certdin portions which are definite
revelation, I do not mean ginply the last book, vhich is
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called a Revelation of Jesus Christ; & comprehensive title,

for it does not simply mean that John sew Him in glory, but

that He is coming back; ~ now He is our hidden Lord, but He is
soon returning, Vhat I mean is this - We should not know that
we were members of the body of our Lord Jesys Christ, but for
Scripture, This was God's #nveiling of the high and heavenly
calling - vhich in its EARTHLY aspect has a measure of veiling,
and a measure of holding back, but in its heavenly aspect and
its prophetic aspect remaine unchanged. But there are certain
parts of the hook of Proverbs which we should know without
revelation, Ve know, for example, that the ants ere small, We
are acquainted with the fact that if anyone will not plow by
reason of the cold, he will have & loss in harvest, There shall
be a result, Ve know further that a he-goat is comely in going.
There is no revelation in these facts, but there iz a very
precious inspiration which.puts them vwhere they are to be found,
There is no revelation in some of the historical parts of Scrip-
ture, but there is inspiration, for we MIGHT have been told
other things, and we might not have been told what is writden,
What we want is to confess God's wisdom in SELECTION. Some
will tell ue that certain parts of Scripture were written
first elsewhere, We have extracts from the Chronicles of Israel's
kingdom; I do not mean "The Book of Chronicles", but the state
histories, Ah, someone will say, Were all these chronicles in-
gpired? and if you answer, "lot all; it may be SOME were written
by prophets", they will reply, "Then how is -your Bible inspired
which copies them?" BUT THE SELECTION IS INSPIRED, The:
CON'ECTION in Scripture is inspired, and this we need to realize
from the heart, While speeking this, we do well to call to mind
that even the words of evil men are found in Scripfure, found
pometimes es an evidence that God can use a Balaok,or a Caiaphas,
and caon show what is in the sinful heart of e Pha-isee, or what-
goever it may be., The very words of Satan come in Seripture,
Those words were not imspired, but the RECORD of them is in-
spired, and we do well to thank God for every syllable which

is put there, When our beloved Lord speeks, the words are twice
ingpired, :In the epistles the words are twice inspired, in-
gpired in what they state, end also inspired in that'they are
included, I had almost said, "Thrice inspired", but the first
thought includes "perfect language". Satan's lenguege is eny=-
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thing but perfect, the language of wicked men is very much the
reverse of perfect, but yet it is inspiration that has put every-
thing found in the Scripture FOR US.

Fither, by verbal inspiration we do not mean that every
word of Scripture APPLIES to God's people in the present time
in the same vay as every other word, We do not agsume that Psalm
150 tells us to praige the Lord in the high sounding cymbals,
We do not believe that a two-sdged litezal sword is in the hoend
of the saints to execute the judgment written, This belongs Yo
snother dispensation, God has made this clear. Inspiration does
not mean that every commandment is for us, Again and egain I have
had a Jew say to me, "You believe the Scriptures?” The enswer is,
"Yes", "Jell, he says, "You rced about the sabbath?" "Yes!, "Why
don't you keep it? You do not believe the Scriptures'. One secks
patiently to show him that the sabbath was given to ISRAEL, &
sign between God and Isrsel, and that even & human master can
give different crrengements to different servants at different
times, But the lack of logic seems deeply implanted in the
ruined mind and the Jow goes away very frequently satisfied that
he has won the argunent and proved his point. This, in one way,
matters very little to us, Our reputation has long been buried;
in baptiem we confegss this, - everything of the flesh, including
reputation to which we cling longest, is put agide from the child
of God, But it is painful to realize that the Jew goes away with
the thought that we are Scripture breakers, because we discern
things that differ.

We come next to the consideration of Divine. evidenced.
T have already alluded, in point one, to the claim of inspiration,
I know it is & very poor form of human reasoning to say "This man
olaims to spouk the truth, therefore his claim must have some bear-
ing on the evidence to whether it is the truth", But there are
certain cases in vhich & man's claim is deeply important. Let a
man come up to me who has a good character, who is a careful
observer. Let him make certain statements concerning Australia,
or where you will. I do not say, "This met be true because the
man claims that he i speaking the truth, but the fact that one
who has & good character makes a claim is not a small matter;
i+ is worth consideration, Mow in the Bible this ground work is



intensified so marvellously that we cannot equal it or find
ought else compnréble, Here is & Book with a marvellous char-
acter, & good character beyond all good characters, and this
Book mekesg & claim, not once, not twice, but freqtly, THAT

IT IS FROM GOD, We are therefore drawn either o regard
Scripture a8 what it professes to be, or as a misleading deceit,
or a8 the dream of one who was misled, or a mixture of all these
varieties of liferature. Now such a dilemma is a very real one,
The child of God cannot for. one moment think that go marvellous
a book is dangerous deceits, His HEART and mind alike know
otherwise; useful 'evidences' may be igsued dn paper, but
evidences are cppreciated far more fully when the heart is united.
I suggest that to imply a book of such wondrous wisdom is lab-
ouring under & delusion, seems an apalling thought to a believer,
Therefore he aan only draw the inference that when we read
"Mhus scith the Lord", the Loxd DID say thus. "The worde of the
Lord sre pure vords, as gilver purified in a furnace, words of
earth, purified seven times, Every word of God is pure, Add not
to Hig words, lest He reprove thee, and thou be found s liar".
Turther, there are evidences of verbal ingpiration from tlie
nature of the language. Scripture cont- ins meny prophecies.
HMany have elready been literally fulfilled. They have been ful-
filled in such a way that we must confess their fulfilment is
verbal, The prophecies concerning our beloved Lord Jesus were
not fulfilled casually, theywere not vague prophecies which
might be made to mean enything, They.were very definite, ‘and
they were fulfilled literally. Likewise is it with respect to
prophecies regarding certain nations and certein cities, What
then ig the inference which our hearts must draw? ' Verbal
ingpiration is made clear by the way in which Seripture hms
been verbally fulfilled, THought~inspiration, if such & thing
were possible, would allow of certain variations in the fulfil-

ment, but Scripture sometimes approaches, in a very remarkable
way,’the edge gf 8 precipice, Qﬁﬁ WORD D : ggﬁ %Egra'wauld

be a mistake, that different word never occurs, Here is an
evidence of verbal inspiretion, Scripture often goes very neer
the border line, if I might so put it, of being found out to

be defective, A book might be written which would not have given
you an opportunity to dest it, but the history is so worded, and
g0 arranged in Scripture, that when other histories are lost and
confused, the critic comes forward end says, "Here is & nistake",
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Then some cylinder is discovered and the evidemce is reached
that the critic's_statement was untrue and that the year set
forth was evidently nearer than he thought, Then enother
cylinder completes the evidence, Scripture stends, The misteke
is in the man., The words of God epproached very near to & mis-
take but never fell into it, I venture to say, this approach=-
ing near and. this provision of tests is one of the most inter=
esting illustrations of, and evidences for, verbal inspiration,
I have already hinted that a child of God knows in his heart
the POWERof the Scriptures, in like mammer he knows and feels
that there is a verbzl inspiration, he knows that words are
used of God as words of God distinctly to his soul, and he
feels "Ah, I am so glad THAT word is there", and he does not
say "Isaish put it in%, or "John thought it out", or "Paul
lighted on the right cxpression", but he rejoices to believe
nGod the Holy Spirit put it there for me", and when one has an
experience of grace, that is a DEEP experience, he can no more
doubt verbal inepiretion than he can doubt eternal salvation,
The more he studies the Scripture the ‘more he is amazed at the
DEPTH of the book and the FUINESS of the book, and the ARRANGE-
MENT of the book, and he feels that to attribute the book %o
humen authorship is about as wise as to attribute the making
of a star to & man, The miracles of unbelief would be greater
than the miracles of belief, yet the corrupt mind will embrace
then and the infidel will eat any foolishness rather than acknow-
ledge what God has revealec,

There are encouraging results from the belief in verbal
inspiration, I have already alluded to the confidence a believer
hes when he handles that which he knows to be the word of the
living God to himself., Confidence is delightful end God has not
left Hie dear children as wanderers in a desert, True, earth is
a desert, but we have a more sure word of prophecy whereunto We
do well o take heed, Not only so, not only have we confidence
as to personal faith, but we have ability o set forth the truth
to others, How miserable it would be to preach from an uncertain
book, We should be compelled to begin all our addresses with
T think", How could we go out in God's Name to pepishing ‘souls
in danger of judgment and say "I think"? for beloved friends,
if we draw the line APTIR verbal ihspiration where shall we
stop? How do we know that it is true Christ died for us? How do
we know that is not & thought wrongly expressed? Where are we
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to drav the line? If hummn wisdom cen decide, then we are
exalting human wiesdom; end let me say in passing that verbal
ingpiration seems almost to me a belief parallel with the be-
lief of an absolute grace-given selvation, The Jesuits opposed
verbal inspiration and opposed God's electing grace, or shall
I call it God's sovereign grace, omnipotent grace? A young
mAn in the barracks at Hounslow said to me this afternoon,
"What is grace?" I told him it was God's gift to those who de=
perved the opposite, He said that all received grace in bap-
tism when they were infants, but do not always utilize it, they
threw 1t away, T told him I hed another belief as to grace, thet
it was en omnipotent power, that God's grace wes not a mere
weak thing, but wondrous amd mighty, A few moments afterwards
he said, "Do you believe verbal inepiration?" I told him that
wag our subject tonight, but the one who attacked the gov-
ereignity of grace attacked vorbal inspiration, and why is it?
Those who attack the sovereignty of grace want to bring in a
humpn makeweight and those who attack verbal inspiration want
to bring in a humen makeweight, Beloved friends, do we not
believe with sorrow in the humen minus? Grace is all a plus,
and inspiration is all a PLUS, Leave a man to himself, he will
nover make anything thot will weigh one fraction to help God's
work, Inspiration was perfect and eternal salvation is perfect,
and the words in the last utterance of David apply, for these
things are "ordered in all things and suxre",

But it is well should by grace, oalmly consider
DIFFICULTIES, and I rejoice that any might be mentioned, I will
only say, in passing, first, different readings of different
manuscripts are no hindrance. If you bring a book with a mig-
print, I do not say, Here is n proof that the author put it
wrong, It is no proof at all, The printer may have made a mis-
takes So with respect to inspiration - the copyist has often
made a mistake, human powers always damage, but suppose we have
many copies, #8 we have of the Scripture, what then? Will they
all make the same mistake? No, so some of us can thank God for
the various readings, Suppose we had one manuscript, es men have

with respect to some of the classic poets, There would be no
checking where the misteke cume in, You tell me there are
thousdnds of various readings, and inetead of being alarmed T
feel inclined to say "Thenk God, here is one of the most useful
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helps in the study of Scripture", Find all the various readings
you can, end then when I look at some of the words and you cannot
find various readings for them, or you can only find various
readings that are on the surface erroneous, I answer, "There is
plainly no doubt about those words", Some people will tell us
varlous reedings spoil inspiration, Let us reckon what this
ren%ly means; As to one word in a hundred(shall we say) we are
awhile, a little uncertain, we have a probability in nine cases
out of ten even there, but assuming we are wncertain for one word
out of a hundred, how rmch more sure, if possible, are we made
for the 99 out of the 100? Does the one wncertainty make the

99 uncertain? ey, it shows how certain they are. If there
were an absolute ecgreement between mamscripts, what would be

the natural inference drawm? Either that those manuscripts are
not separate witnesses, and their value is nothing, or that man
can copy perfectly. In each case, there would be loss of witness.
In the latter case, we should lose the wonderful testimony to the
feilure of man, I suppose, beloved friends, these manuscript
errors remind us of that which hos been seen with respect to
God's wrk in nature. God graciously created the heavens and the
earth became without form and void, and God put it straight,

But even since that putting straight, in six literal days, there
have becn many difficulties brought about through sin. Yet
nature is very beautiful and we can see certain parts, large parts,
of nature, in vhich we cen say, Here is God's plan, here is God's
arrangement, God's imprint is here, So with the Scriptures, God
made perfect, and man hes damaged a little, but we con still say,
God's work, It was the same with respect to Adam - God mede man
upright, but he found out many inventions, But I em so thankful
that the Sceripture was not allowed to fall like man was allowed
to fall, The nominel church has fallen like Adem fell, and the
woman of Christendom corrupts the fine flour and &lters the
whole of doctrine, and this will be finished to a terrible
climax, There will be nn entire fall of doctrine. What'a need
therefore for a book, A tradition would not suffice. God gave
the book that it mizht be e testimony - the firet part of it
against the boasting Jewish assembly, and the second part
against the boasting Christian "church", The custodians of both
parts of Scripture are convicted by the books they have kept,
and God has vindicated Himself, Further, some will tell us that
the Canaanites were to be exterminated; and ask "Can-we attrib-
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ute this command to a God of love, and is it in harmony with

the later Scriptures?" We reply, Dispensations are different;
that we acknowledge God's right to exterminate as He pleases:

He can do this without man or through man, While Revelation

20 remains at the end of Scripture, the arguments against the
destruction of the Canmanites are utterly out of place,

The young man of this afternoon said to me that the 0ld Testa-
ment was largely made up of fables, I told him he wes giving the
lie to the Lord Jesus Christ Who accepted it. He would not agree
to that, But, beloved friends, the two parts of Scripture stand
or fall together, in every way, Never can you find sterner words
than those uttered by Him, Who spoke so tenderly and gently to
Hig blood=bought people, The different records in the gospels
aro spometimes urged, but let us remember, addition is not con-
tradiction, One gospel tells more than another, Sometimes,
however, two narratives of distinct events are twisted together
by human harmonizers, and then someone else says, There is a
mistake, There IS, The mistake is the harmonizer's, The narra-
tives are distinct., In one gospel you will find cpparantly &
repetition IV THE SAME GOSPEL; end one is thankful for this,
affording a powerful example of the principle now before us,

1 Cor, 7 hes been brought forw,rd in vhich the apostle
says, "I think I have the Spirit of God". Such a testimony IN
THE CONTEXT emphasizes Divine wisdom, They are distinct views
of the work of the Spirit of God, If Paul made it clear that he

wag tolling his thought and not speeking by inspiration, we
have a stronger evidence of his honesty, and knowledge of the
difference when he gave God's witness, He professed to be speak-
ing by inspiration, else he mnde it clear, I shall welcome .your
difficulties afterwards.

Finally, "If any man speak, let him speak as the
oracles of God, Ah, let this be even the characteristic of our
conversation at the end of our gathering, Twice over we need
to lay a stress on this, Let him speak AS the oracles of God,
in language and in matter, Let him speak as the oracles of God
in manner, We wont more of this spiritual gravity, we want more
of this spiritual power, because in harmony with God, I Enow:
that in the early church they spoke AS the Spirit gave them
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utterance, and we have lost much, yet we have not lost the
indwelling of the Spirit of God. Nor have we lost the Scrip-
tures; God is not ruined and His words ar&%Muined, and therew
fore though we cannot give fresh revelations, let us speck AS
the oracles of God, If o prophet like Daniel needed to study,
much more we need to study, end God will own our use of the
very words of Scripture. Let us'not be afrajd when mon are
against us, when they glibly remark that we only tell them
what.is in the book, It is an encouraging TESTIMONY, I hope we
shall tell nothing clse!

(A question 0s to human element) ? Answer: God
uses different pervonts, lloses for five of six books, David
for other books, in the later Scriptures we have a fisherman -
Peter; a scholar - Paul, All these were brought.up in different
ways, The Holy Spirit inspired certain writers to write in
Greek, others to write in Hebrew, These facts show us that in-
spiration is not bound by circumstances, or mere mechanism,
Holy men spake ag they were moved by the Holy Spirit, and they
were not hypocrites. John cxpressed his feelings 'that he really
felt, and Paul expreosed his feclings that he really had,
though the Holy Spirit guided his feelings and showed him how
to express them, The expression "human element" 'is either to be
understood as implying en element of fallen humanity intruding,
or merely God's use of that which is of earth, We deny that
fallen humanity intruded. God's use of that which is of earth
was even marked in the bare fact of employing language at all,
"The words of the Loxrd are pure words as silver purified in 2
furnace, (WORDS) OF TARTH purified seven times", Consequently,
we have %he metal and_ other differences between various children
of God employed by God Himself, though the differences are not
always so marked as many have thought; or shall I rather put it
this way = even the same sérvants of GAd write at times in a very
different way from what they themselves write at another time.
God would thus meke clear that He could use human instruments,
tut God would-also meke clear that He could use thenm as He pleas-
ed, The human element undoubtedly appears in Scripture even when
our beloved Lord beceme flesh, The humnn: element is marked out
that thereby the Lord may cruse us to fecl that He fook men of
1ike .pagsions with ourselves, ond thus are we encouraged and help-
ed and cheered on, that Cod may be glorified.

00000



(c) 2026 heshallcome.com All Rights Reserved





