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"Ho, everycne that thirsteth, come ye tc the
waters, and he that hath nc mcney, come ye buy and eat,
yea come, buy wine and milk withcut money and withcut
price. ‘hercfore do yo spend mcney on that which is
not bread, and your labour for that which satisfieth
not? Hearken diligently untc me, and eat ye that which
is gocd, and let yocur soul delight itself in fatness".

It is deeply important that we should appro-
priate Seripture in accord with spiritual wisdem. Let
us see to whcm each passage  is addressed. There are
some whc misappropriate BExodus 20, [the commandments
given tc Israel), but they are not brcught out of the
land of Rgypt, nor are earthly cities given tc THAILI.
There are some who apprenriaste Isaiah 55, when they
have never felt a thirstiness. The prcmises of the
dcspel call attenticn tc character. Not that charac-
ter secures & shere in the promise, but a conditicn of
helplessness realised is the evidence cf Divine werking.
The promises cf the gospel are nct addrosesed tc those
whc have attained & cortain height cf pcwer, but tc
those whc kuc v their ncthingness, It is nct that men
are tcc low devm for the gospel, they are toc high up.
It is pct that they are tcc pcer, and the gespel
demands something moro, - but they are tcc rioh. &Ged
has nc gospel for the self-righteous, Ged has 0o gosnel
for the self-confident. The man whe thinks he capn save
himself will die in his sins. But when we are at our
wits' ond, we cry unto the Lerd, and the Lerd delights
to save the helpless. The prcmises of the gespel meet
tho peed of the heart-broken sinner, and the promises
of the gcspel emphasise the nature cf the gespel, They
emphasise its freemess, anl elso its denial of any gcod
in man. Tvery human religicn lcoks tc man for scmethiog
gcod, but the gospel cf the grace of Ged emphasises
That all comes from Gcd. Han is an utter failure. MNan's
best risos nc higher than map. Nan's climax is still
in the sphers of man, and flesh and blocd cannct inheri?
tho kxingdem of Gecd. Jhen the sinmner i brcught tc realise
himself in need, he kncws himself lost, and the Scu of



yan came to seck and tc save that which was lost. Tthon
the pccr holpless simner._sees his positicn, he cryes
out, "I am blind and maimed!and lame and pocr," and .
fcr such there is mercy. ihen there'is an acknowledge-
ment that we are dead ip sihs, the dead hear the wcice
of the Son ¢ God; when we'confess we are far off, we
have the privilege cf beingtbrought near. The thirsty
are invited to partake of -the gosmel refreshment, and
those that have no meney are invited to come and buy.
That is the beauty of the gespel. THe that hath no
money". Some people add extra words tc Seripture.
Revelaticn 22 warns against,this. 7Zhey think this
passage fsans, IVEN if he_hgth no money, and they take
it tc suggest, ZVAN thcugh he i8 in that ccnditicn,
nevertheless, let him not be discouraged, he will be as
wolcome as these a little better off. Bubt Seriapture ™
seys ncthing of the kind. iHere we have, not ap ipvita-
ticn that just manages tc stcep down to the cne whe has
nc nerey, but it "stoops ncihigher™. 1 say advisedly,
"stocps no higher", becausse the gospel has a centre of
gravitation quite different from that of man, and there-
fcre the zlcry of the gcspel is that it stoops no
higher than the utferly destitute! It wondrcusly reaches
these wne are ncthing; 4t has nothing for these who
are something. It has everything for nothings, and
nothing for these whe estimate themselves better.

"He that hath nc money". The werd "money” is
here used to set forth and include any human power cf
securivg. 3ut it has two cr thrée otherthoughts as well.
It may-have many further theughts, for every word cf
Sceripture is apy ocean, and ¥ are children on the sea-
shere. Je only know & little cf the truth cf every werd.
Bvery word of Scripture is 4 mine, and ocur shaft is not
89 deep as it might be. But let us remember, if we
woukd- draw out the precicusfore, we need to be earnmcst
and evergetic. The word"silver"which is herse used,
does nct merely refer to mcuey in general, but has
special reference to the aspect of redemption, for
silver was used for redempticn mcney in ccnnection with
‘Israel. rje think cf the firstborn, and the number
redeemed by silver, and als¢ of the way in whieh, when
Israel’s hosts were counted, every man brought &



half-shekel, from which the sockets of redemption ip
the tubernacle were cast {Zxodus 30). 8Silver is not
redemptive, but it is pietorial of redempticn, and we
cap gee the principle of Seripture interpretaticnm.

ifany things are cgllled by the names of their antitypes
So silver'pictures redemption, but id has no redemptive
pcwar in &teself. The sinner sees redemptive powsr
outgide himself. THAT is<the glory of the gospel. W3
ccutribute nothing to our redomption. .The nresent day
theory, covered by many words nevertheless, runs through-
out every religiorn of man, and that theory is "Do your
best and God will do the rest™. Such a theory is an
utter failure, for, first of 2ll, it glorifies our
yorthless best, and, secondly, it degrades Gcd into
the position of ar sssistant. Bubt the glory of God's
work is that Hs begivns when there is nothing in the
sinner tc invite or help or co-opserate.

The word M™silver™ is from a rcct which probably
signifies a growing pale, {for silver is the pale metal),
with intense fecling, intense expectation. It implies
8 longing. 1Indéed, one word for desire is from the
sare root. "Ho! every ome that thirsteth, ccme ye to
the waters", and thus the message is tc the one who has
po'desire". You. say, "a contradiction in terms". Here
is a person who has no desire! Rather, we heve two as-
pects brecught before us here. Just as the gospel appealds
0 those who are helplegst under the name ¢f "without
strength", so it reminds us that in ourselves we had
no desire. Our very thirst was produced by grace,
7ot 8 dead man has ro thirst. The NIED for Christ was
not produced by grace, that was ocur own. 3ut the SENSZ
of the need was produced by grace. There is a vast
difference between the fact of the need apd the seuse
of the poed. There is a vast difference betwsen a
sinner and ome who owas t¢ the name of & sinner. The old
English word has lost its meaning to-day. In olden times
they spoke cf & SENSIBLE sinner, with no allusico to tho
present word "sensible" in its general usage. The
thought is of one who is sewsitive and feelivg. I meed
hardly say. this has mapy helpful thoughts. Indeed the



histcry of lavguage is full of the richest teaching.
The ocnscious ginper, the sensible sinver whe feels
his need, flees for refuge to the ready Saviour.

It was in this cemse of the word.that tho old poet
grote, TA sinper is & sacred thing, the Eoly Ghost

hathriade him so®. 4 sinper is the reverse of sacred
ge is abomipable. But when he is iuv a ccnditicn

to soknoviledge himsclf a sinner, the Holy Ghost has
made him willivg tc apswer' to the vame. To the

cne whc has nc meney, no degire, the gospel gives

a dssire, and then he has po other desire but Christ

apnd uptil. that desire is settled he is an empty,
desmairing, hopeless man, jhen he has becn brought

untc the waters, he comos, he buys, he receives

wator, wino, milk, without memey, without price.

The water suggests to us thée. necd of refreshment.

The wine is pictcrial cf fruit, pot, of ccurse, tc

be ocnfused with the cconccuted wines of tc-day.

141k is iopdicative c¢f .the richnoss of tho blessing

which e have in Christ, fcr the werd "milk"

irplies & richmess, and our gracicus God is plecascd

tc grant a reality of richnéss withcut mepey apnd

withcut nrice. _

Yiherefcre do ye &pend money for that
which is nct bread, and your labcur for that which
gatisfieth nct? Hearken diligently untc lle". Oh
hew sad 4o find therc are many whc arc spending
their stxugth for that  whiok is vain. “hy? Thoy
have nct hearkemed to the Lerd. If they are breughv
te hearker tc Him, everything is changed. "here-
fore dc yo spond monoy", "silver","desire™, for the
word has this thcuzht. -fherefore do ye spend your
desire? wtigh out the desite carefully, and see. its

wcrthlasness.

n"acr that which i$ not bread". Bread is
the staff .of 1ife. Bread therefcre, is typical cf
that which is peeded. "iherefore do ye spend mouney®
Observe here & contrast. "T¢ the cne whc has uc
money bhere is an invitation. But thers are scume
vho have money, and they spénd it iv that whioh is
ot bread. There is not a §yllable in this passage
tc. suggest that oue whe hasimcpey spends it fer that



which ie Pruth. Ye vhc have the money, spepd it
wrcogly, and the cpe whe has nc mcney is wmeloome. Such
words are never illustrated in their fulnoss in ap
earthly sense, but the figurative parallel is plain.
Those whe think they are fairly gocd, are always seeking
that which will never satisfy, Those whc cwo théy have
ncthing at all, are entirely wolccome tc a Savicur who
has everything. "Wherefcre.dc ye speund mcney for that
which is nct bread"? There are many thinkg which we can
cbtain by cur earncst efferts.in tho werld but they are
nct true bread fcr the real soul geed. "Not bread".

The Lord Jesus rightly put it thus. Vily Zather giveth
ycu true bread from.heaven". "And ycur labcur for that
which satisficth not". How many devctees will spend
themselves for that which satisfieth not. Write these
werds acrcss all the offorts of may - "Fer that which
gatisfieth not". There are sowe whe aim at wealfh -
"Phat which satisfieth nct™. Jthers aim at popularity,-
"that which satisfieth nct? There are these whe think
that if thoy had certain usually desired advantagoes,
they wculd be in peace; "thatswhich satisfieth nct™.
wherafcre do ya spend meney for that which is ot
bread, and your labour for that which satisfieth nct?"
Ths contrast is preciously truc, @ have the bread of
1ife, wo have that which satiéfies. ™I will satisfy her
pcor with bread", that is the Divine prcmise. "y pecple
shall be satisfied with my gotdpess™. "ihey shall be
abundently satisfied with the goodness cf Thy hcuso",

Oh beloved Ffriends, what mercy; if we have that which
satiasfiasg]

"Hearken diligently wunto Ie". The wcrd "dild-
gontly" brings cut the repetiticn of the werd "hearken".
Hearkon; hearken; hearken within; hearkey without: .
Hearken diligently unto Me. Oh that we might hear this
Divine voice. When wo are breught to hearkeu wuntc the
Lord, the next step is blessed, "Avd eat ye that which
is good", That which is gocd is waiting fcr us. Togt
yo that whioch is gced". Oh that e might balcved friends
enjoy the things of God. ™3at ye that which 1is geed®,
salvaticn is not only a faot, it is an experiemce, it 1is
not only the possession cf a pew lifs, but-the pcesession



of a fed life., If I had physical life withcut any
focd, I shculd feel the very possessicn of life a
strain. The Lerd gives ffod as well as life. "&Eat yo
that which is gocd". .6 are encouraged tc ccutinually
partake, we are encouraged-tc receive frue kocwledgs
oursclfes, we are enocuraged tc enjoy the things cf God.
Physiml focd 1s refreghing. e are vct tc be the
slavos -¢f it, but we find it useful, and gpirituval
food is moant for Ged's paople. "Eat ye that which
is good".  And the verse continues "And let ycur scul
dellvht itself ip fatness"., Instedd of the labouring
for that which satlsflethtnct let ycur scul delight
itself.. Gcd-emphasises soul dellﬂht He makes us
drink cf ‘the.river of His pleasures. In His presence
is fulness cf joy To the extent we are in His
presence, we rejcice with Jjoy unspeakable.and full cf
glevy. "Let your scul delight itsolf in fatnoss™.
God has nct only emphasised the deliverance of which
chap ter 4 speaks("No wegpon that is fcrmed against
thee shall prosper” and so forth), He has also
cmphasised the enjcymant of salvation. The mock cat
and be satisfiod, and they increase their jcy ir the
Lerd. e remember the words cf the Scuvg of Songs,
Bat- 0 friends, drink, yea dripk abundantly, O belcved".
"Lat your scul delight itself in fatness™. "They
shall be abundantly satisfied with the fatness of $hine
hcuse Ged's paths dreop.fatness, and it is for us to
partaku and rejoice. "Let ycur scul delight itself".
Oh, belcved friends, if we, have a Savicur,.we are tc
have cur scul delighting itself. Nect only ycur sculs,
but your scul, - & united people. "Let ycur scul
delight". Iet therc be an entering into what salvaticn
moana. There 1s plenty of fatness, thoro is plenty
cf fulness, there is plenty of richnoss in the Divine
supplyx. "Let ycur dcul delight itself", and as we are
brcught tc hear that voice, we are brought to delight
ourselves. o are nct encouraged tc be miserable.
e would be sorrowful fcr sin, but we are led tc a
realisation that in the path of sins FORGIVEN, in tho
ap joeyment of grace bestowsd, our goul is to delight
itself in fatwess. God does not stint us, Lot your



soul delight itself in fatnesag., Oh that we might heax
the vcice ¢f our adcrable Lord.

"Incline ycur ear" is the Divine message
which at cunee ccntinuss. "lgeline ycur éar and ccme
untc Me™. The "hearksyn diligently"™ is emphasised, and
hore we have a Turther explanaticn of the maonner of
hearkening. "Inclins ycur ear". Saved by grace &s
halpless cnes, we are kept by grace as humble ones.
nincline your ear"., The incdlivnaticrn implies, nct only
2 bending cut ¢f humility, dbut a fefusal tc listen tc
the meny. voices which are in the werld. "inclino yecur
car". Turp away from them: W"Incline ycur ear‘and come
unto Me". Thus we have the Divine ipviktion, "Inchine
ycur car and comc uwotc Me™. ™Come untc Me", saith the
Locrd elsewhers. Horo are the blessings that ars all
linked with the ivelined car, and the ooming tc him, 1if,
in mercy, we have becy brcught tc come, aud have
cxpericnced the salvation vhich Ged sc gracicusly gives.
Tet us ever seek tc inclinoe cur ear. |

| Here then are the refreshmente in frént of
g6cd's people. Those that have ncthing are saved, and
those wh¢ are bidden, have the joy that fellews frem
salvation. Oh that we might from henceforth, delight
ourselves in tatness. God's supplies dc nct run dry.
There are nc mere winter tcrrents in the rivor cf His
pleasures. Let us delight curselves, and 1lst us agk
curselves ncw, have we tho joy c¢f the Lerd as cur
strength at all tim:s? As we have seen, in Haggai,
lack of joy was when the things cf God were forgotten,
and dc we not know wmhes it is tc find in curselves a
thinking of our ceiled hcuses as it were, and a forgetting
of God's hcuse; even our Christian sork it may be,
and forgetting Ged's work? Avything instead of the
exaltation -cf Gcd is Satan's insinuaticn. 3But let us
be those whe by grace are ccoupied with the joy and.
privilege cf nleasing cur belcved Lord, 8s we have
received frem Him the jcy ewd privilege cf a soul.
delighting in the fatness cf that which God supplies,
and enables us tc onjoy daily in the power ef His Holy
Spirit.
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