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I want, helcved friends, tc take the pesiticn
of a learmor rather than a teacher. “That I mean is
this. ‘'hen cne spealzs cf nracvical gubjects cf thris
character it is immessible tc speak as ore would,
unless one takes the posicicn cf a learner. I desire
that Gcd's truth mey inmpress 13 as well as YOU. If
I an te limit myself, and only speak from the stand-
peint of what I have already reached, I shall have fto
cut dovm the fulvess cf God's truth. Thercfore I
nmust take the stapdpoint of a learner, and 7ith you
leng tc PRISS ZORVARD to reach the heights vhich &od
is pleased to set forth., It is far easier t¢ stand
cn a pulpit than to live for Christ in a-home. The
TROGUSICY of ordinary acticus is the Devil's cppor-
tunity. It is fur easior to preach at a street
corner than tc eat a meal IO THm GLCRY OF G0D. The
tiniost things are in thic respect the largest.
There are some vhc wish ther could dc a largs thing.
They "wish" they couid “preach™. If they can eat
their dimver P0 the zlory cf God, prebebly they have
done a largzer thing. It is @ nest difficult thing
$c do ordinary actions tc the glcry c¢f God. Do not
pisundorstond me. It is comparatively easy tc glorify
God vhile yveu are eating a divper, but Soripture dcos
got only say "vhether you eet cr drink, av The game
time glerify God", it says "Do &ll tc¢ whe Jlory of
God, and PHAT is the problem, namely, tc have %the
consuming desire for tha glory cf Ged IN I3 HOLG.
1f cne is ameng unsaved relatives, he is moro fre-
quently "cn guard® thun in comfcrtable surrcundings.
Christiap marents, wac have every oncouragencat toviard
a godly heme, heve the dangsr thet if they are beth
Christiasps they will become usef tc spiritual things
and lose $he continuasl™guardedness™ of ope v drggds
grieving God amid the ungedly. Yet hcw impertant is
the home! The Boly Spirit in 1 Tim. 2 shows  that: ths
asgombly breaks dovm, if the hcms broaks dovm. If
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1 ¢or. 14 rightly says that sistérs dc not spedk in

the assembly, the:ACTIONS of sisters spcai very

loudly in the assembly, foriTHIY ard & large pcriior

¢f the home. The influence of brethren and sisters

in Chriat or the agsembly is far larger in the horue

than vhen they meet together in tho rmoeting. ihe

heme is the key to the situation. The Devil's first
attack was cn 2 hcome, and he rained it. Phanks be
unto Ged, the Bock of Revelation shows arn unruined
family in the c¢limdx cof ¢ 1cry,be~ause of the trzumph

‘cf grace. God has appoinued an;unruained family beoause
deliverod from ruin, 8nd there will be uo difficuliy es
to the ccaversation THIRE. How olesscd will be the
talking of the truth, asd the walking in the truth when
His servants shall serve Him, -and they shall see His face,
and Yis Name shall be in their fcreheads! 3But ome thing
we shall losc when glcry arrives, even the privilese ci
& victery AMID difficulties. But THIS is the privilege
cf to-day, and %o THIS the :Holy 3»irit invites. Vhen
God was wleased to lay hold of Abraham, lle 1aid 8 stress
on the fact "I kncw him in crder that he shall cormand
his children® rnot® simplg "] lmow he will ecrmand", but
"1 kncw hin with 8 view fo cormandirg his children”.
Ged's acquaintence with Hig;people is with a view tc
tralnlng them that they mayhbe able to traiv others.

Nor i3 the guidamce of & godly home an sasy matter.

Many havo been apprenticed for years with 2 view td
work which is RﬁR easier, bpt they think.they cap in 2
fow minutes undertake this more difficult werlk, or that
they will learn by "experience”. Sometimes we DO learn
by experience, but often.ve: learn wrongly by experionce.
Magy pecnle THINK that if they can say, "I have oxper-
iegce of this"™, thore is & proof that they underssand.
In most cagses there is a prcof that they misunderstand.
Dxperience is cne of the worst teachers. The human
proverb is distcrted. It is deeply impertant that we
should leern FROII GOD how EQT to make mistakes in our
experience. Responsibilities are often lighily assumed.
But in view of eternity,:.oh that we may be soclemnised!
Present day thecries tell us we have the advantage of
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nany centuries of civilisation, and we can lock back

and be heir of all the ages' gain. If we thus ‘lcok
back, we become heirs of 2ll the ages' lcss  Christen-
dom's dark acticns still oxist, and we need to look BACY
beyond the darkness of Christondom's theories to the
words of the Lerd Jesus Christ. I wish we wore net
slaves, slaves cf customs, slaves cf opiniors that cther
pecple held. If cnly we could-read the Bible for the
Tirst time! 1If only we could take the gimple pcesition
of cboyisg the Lord for the-first time! Oh, bcloved
frisvds, how delightful-it would be if we felt, "1 will
just arrange my home as Scripture marks out". How oficn
cne thioks of the historien of the reformstion. He said,
Tu one country they lcpped off what they could not find
in Seripture; ia the other country they thrust it all
down, and begen- to build up whet thoy could- find ia
seripturc; and there was a:vast difference betwesn uhe
two buildings. If only.we could start cur hcmes_aliL
cver again, and introduce: irto then what we found auther-
ised by Scripture! If we could builidé up our arrgggements
and have Divias pripeiples for ovorythisg, hew difforent
would many of cur arrangoments tei ¥k need Tc be-emauci-
vated from the fear of mar fhet brirgeth a smarc. If
only we could lock at eternify, aud rsalisc the brevity
of %imo, snd sce souls hurrying tc judgmenv, and fgol
tnat grace had smatchod us as brauds from-?he.burqlng,
encd that the little omes in our charge nust live icr~vn
evor oithor WITE God ORAUAY FROM Him, that overy duy in
their life is affecting their charscter, so that even if
thoy are saved, failure in sarly trairing will mcar
failure is usofulness afterwards, “and thus the mislsad-
ing of others, - if only we cculd realise that the ,
stoues we set rolling we could nei~stop; and that the
ripples vhich began continue @n their ccurse 11 everf
widening circles, if ounly:we equidxﬂﬁﬁﬁ the eflqgt o.d
ose word, the result of on¢ @ction, - we should,indesed,
tremblé for our respcnsibilities!™ Yot we should nct
tremble with a bare trembling, for .tho one who suf- .
ficiently FEZLS responsibilitjes to be thus bowed before
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08, sufficiently feels rogpomsibilities to *+ .st in the
{iving God. "I am quite aware that the &. . I am get-
ting before yom will either make you migserable OR happy.
Miserable, if.out of touch‘with the Lord: happy, 1if &able
to trust the Lord: so in ageord with our feeliugs. v Day
have an irdex as to where we sftand in cownection wita Him.
1 %hick 1t is well to realise that if any find such sub-
jects uwpalatable the reascn is they are out of .touch with
fpe Tord. They may be beliovers bub out of touweh with the
Lord. It is desply importart that we sheuld apply GOD'S
cws beachivng in the home. . 7o .should not have expressed it
thus..- I 1ay & stress oo tgie aspect of unpalatable, and
nexrheps you think *what & proud assumpbion™, but it io not
ge, for the STROHGHEST statements I.am about to make sre
saripture statements, and, . therefore, if we ars oui of
touch with- those, wo are. out of, touch with their Auvhor,
and THAT is a sevious mattar.
if, by grace, we sve dndbled to road the Soripiure,

v shall soon find that the great objeot cf life whew ore
ig saved, is to PLEASE 4¢d, 0f pvecessity,Il am only speak-
ing to those whc are saved; yot I lcog that any who aro
not saved might be br@ughtﬁﬁc gsee the blessedness of
saivation, end the contrasted height cof salvation through
euch meditations. You canfot 1live & Christian life till
you hevo & life from Christ, because of His death. e
canuot be those vhe receive strength to serve $ill we know
the mighty strength of Him Who saves, but, after salveticy
the ettitude of life should ever be, "Lord, what wilt Thou
rave me to do"? It is easy fo do. some acts that please
the Tord, or that seen to please Him. - Ak, He calls for
the whole, for.the ATTITUDE, for the complete LIFE, and
net simply for isolated "adtions™. Actious are impulsive
and temporary, -:& CONDITIUN of obedience, walking in the
Syirit, THIS is sppointed.... "Dc¢ all to the glery of God®.
That is . 8 plainerlstateméﬁé&than anything I have said, and

more heart-soegrcohing and f%r-reaehing. ®Do ALL in the Name
of the Lord Jesus". - You canuet build up & worldly home In
the Name. of the Lord Jesus. You cannmot train children for
the world in- the Tame of the Lord Jesus. "Love not the
world, weither the things thai are in the world; if auy
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may love the world, the lcve of the Aather is not in
him."™ A true ssnse of the"reality of grace will give
8 true seuse of the real-value of things. @ternity is
sc impertent! To lead the children to Christ must ever
be the primary object. @cd can bless a bow drawn at a
venture, but thoss whe have charge of homes &re nct to
crav bews at & venture, they are, as Bnoch, tc WALX
WITH God. The home is the ;scheol, the first aschcol,
the chief schoel. It has & larger influence than all
else. It is meant to have a larger influenmce. The
pewer of those wno guard aund guide the home is meant ¢
be real. Anything that breaks dows this euftherity and
power is the Dovil's sccialism. God has entrusted powRY
tc a parent. The parent must beth use it, AWD be werthy
¢f it. Te? me put the oxhortation iy the cther order:-
musy be worthy of it and use it. If we would have power
wo must welk with God. A variable temperament excrecisas
but 1ittle power; at least little powor Godwerd. .It Pro-
duces variableness in others 1n even tempersment of
communion with God is deeply important. The 1life should
be a 1life of continuel ‘progress It is vein to urge
cthers to study the Seriptures wnless we study tho
Sceriptures ourselves. It is vain fc telk of the
oreciousness of Christ unless cur life proves this is
real. "Sending" others to a meeting is well; we mpst
come to meetings ourselves first., Arranging for the
sarping cf Soriptures by childron is woll, %O must
learn Scriptures ourselves first., The shephord in the
cast goss bofore. The parcnt nust go bofore, Scripture
spoaks of childron ILITATILG their parcnts. Indeod, so
definitcly is this impressed that tho Holy Spirit lays
a stross on it in the great SPIRITUATL "home", -"Be yo
jimitators of Ged-as ‘dear children? The child is KEIANY
to imitate: he learus to speak thus. The power of 1
imitation is very real. The child takes a I80DZL in the
home. It is important that the'mgdel should be a gocd
6. Training begins unconscicusly.
> Ié‘is in%eregting to notice at the present day the
groat emphasis on UNconscicus assimilation which is
being brought forth with rospect to lenguage learning.



6.

So nuch of & ohild's education is unconscicus’ assimi-
1ation, and even the parent's manver is"assimilated".

it is deoply impertant that fhero should bve the power

of communion with Ged intha:parent's whole behavicur.
If you dolay.training till.it.is couselcus training,

if you say, Oh but there is'bot understanding at present,
you will find thut the delay hos given cpportunity fer
the Tevil to teach & vumbor of lessowms, and you will try,

it may bo in‘vain, tc blctlout those lesscms. The Devil
does not.- igporo.the power dffunconscicus assimilation, he
vorks from babyhocd. The.Edly Spirit lays a stress on
work from vabyhocd. Timothy ims encouraged because from
a babe be had knows the Holy Scriptures. "IFrom & child”
is an entire alteration of the Holy Spirit's word. It
ig "irom a babe": and 'we recgdllect, too, the siress of
Psaln O on the mouths of babes and sucklings. GOD CaN
WORX IN BARLIZST LI:Z, but this involves & tromendous
respensibility as to carnostpess. Oh, you say, I hove
ro time. ‘Yhatever respongibilities wo take upon cur-
selvos, we must take time tcifulfil. 9l -must bo honour-
able. If I undertake some businéss for vcu, and then
say I have not time and got 811 into oonfusion, you say
I am dishcnest If there jdia responsibility assmmsd,
time must be found for it. Thatover it means, at the
lcss of sleed, at the lcss ¢f ovérything vhioh is prized
in a shysical way, time must be found for syiritual
things.: If the rcsponsibility is takep, the responsi-
bility mus$ bo fulfilled.

3ut that’'is the black sids of the subject. The

respensibility must be fulfilled : - He is &able to0 mako
all grace cbcund. That is the BRIGHT side of the sub-
jeot. Jind-the dright sids is larger than the dark side
But the Lord's power must bo oupected, and claimed. It
is vain fo-pray, "Ldad us fiot into tomptation™, and then
tc walk 2t omoe intd it. It is vain to pray for grace
to look dfter raespomsibilitiss and them to put tho
Serintures in the backzround. Tho strain is real, bui
the Christian's real emplcyment iv life is to live for
God. Actually IF HS IS PUTFIRS?, earthly things which
aro nagessery will:often be dore far more quickly.
However. there must not be’a bargaining snirit. It is
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not "If the Lord enables me:to.get through my work then
I will spond & little time.in studying tho Soripture".
That is the bargain reminding of the words "Of all that
Thou givest me I will surely give tho tenth to thee".
No, belcved friends, the Lord must be FIRST, and other
things must be wrapped up in the eraltation of the Lord.
If you have not time for the Scriptures, I am uot at all
surprised. Because ycu have not time, of course pou
have not time. Dc ycu follow what I mean? If you have
noct found time for the Scriptures, the whele life is in
confusion. We cap WORK very hard, and yet can acconm-
plish MUCH L®SS, becausc tho oil of the work of the
Spirit of God is loft out from the machinery. God can
mako chariot wheels drive heavily. There may be c¢ver
so much work and little accomplishod, (Cf. Hag.l with
its solemp mossago). God can make chariot wheels drive
the reverso of heavily. A -word on its whesls is brought
before us in Seripture, and the LIZ= can be on its
vheols, because they that wait upon the Lord shall renew
their stremgth. You say "Ys-es". The Lord does not
want your "Ye-es". A ring of defermipation is needed
whon we acoept the Scriptures. It is a PACT that they
that wait upon the Lord SEALL renew their strength.
The Lord does not want your uncertain "yes". The "Amen™
of & certainty befits tho onme who believes in § Livivog
god. But you say, "I btried but I could not™. Then
there was something wrong with the one who tried, uot
with the Lord wWho promised. The failures are gimply &
call to fuller trust iv the Living God. God is equal
to emergencics, and every moment is an emergenoy. Days
pass quickly, and we accomplish so liftle. The believer
who is not ashamed of yesterday is not prepared for to-
day. But the believer who is not prepared to trust the
Lord for to-day is getting ready for & dark ¥o-morrow.
Only ss we have confimence in the Living God can wo mset
the stremuous responsibilities, wherever we 8re placed.
A1l of us think that QUR difficulties are groater
than those cf others. Our .difficultios are distinct
from those of cthers; but One Who Xmows all our diffi-
culties has used the strengest langunge, faxostronger
than I am using. Oh, say many, vof with their 1ips,;
we are tco palite for that, - "You do not undsrstend
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They mey not be in the moeting, in largé numbors just
now, but there are many such in the world. If ever &
believer .gets into an unhealthy state spiritually, oue
of his favourite thoughts ig, "You do not understand”.
This is an index of a low conditiop spiritually. Take
those symptons of diseage and deal with them according-
iy. Never feed the disocase cf grumbling. It dosires
food, but starve it. And everyone who in heart says,
nvou do not understand™, ought to romember that the
Lord does wpderstand, and He has put stronger state-
mepts than we make to one apother. His commaunds are
most inclusive. "Thy commendment is exceeding broed”
Therce is not & c¢hild of God in a healthy condition
spiritually vho is not at times brought to a certain
nfear" of parts of tho truth. They seom to break down
8ll pride and make us to feel, "Whc is sufficisnt for
thege things?' 3But if they shut off everything, they
open one door, "Qur sufficiency is of God!™

YWe find-ip the Zarlier Soriptures a& stress on the
home. The words of Gecd are %c be in the heart, and
tnen it is written "Thou shglt speak of them". Oh how
great is the stress on the compreheusiveness of the
"school-home™ in Deut.6. "Fhou shalt teach them dili-
gently unto thy children, and shalt tallk of them vhen
thou sittest in thine house and when thou walkeat by
the vway, and when fthou liest down, and whon thou risest
up. And thou shalt bind them for a sign upon thine
hand, and they shall be as frontlets between thine eyes.
And thou shalt write them upon the posts of thine house,
and on thy gates". ZFIRST in the heart. The word "Thou
shalt feach them diligently™ is "Thou shalt shsrpen
them upon thy children"; that is, Thou shalt use them
a5 GOADS upon the childrem. Oh, you say,"I do not wenti
to give them too much of IF, for fear they become tired
of 1. #ace the facts, bgloved friends, Do you gpeak
from experionce? If so, no wonder if the children do
become tiredof IT. If YOU do not went tooc much, for
foar YOU become tired, others will be influonced by you.
Zxalt HI¥, and ™it"™ will be more enjoyable, the praecious
R1t® of His truth.

I am not only speaking tc parents. The message is
equally needed for evory baliever. We a&ll have blesssd
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influence cver othexsg in accord with our eunjoyment orf
the truth.:"Bubt there is anopher POSSIBLE influence,
ch to be saved .from, this!’= "Thou ghaelt sharpen Them
upon thy children, and talk of them when thou slttest
in thine house™.  How much. ¢f the conversaticn in the
house i§ worth NOTHING as t9 the Judgment Seat of
Christ. It IS difficult tc ‘converse %o the glory of
¢God, The Lord blesses the welkivg by the way when
fhere is talking as on the road to Dmmaus, with'a bury-
ing heart., Bubt He puts sif¥dng iu the house first,
de puts the Seripture at uight avd the Scripture in The
nornRing, ?ﬁh@n:thou.liestf&qwr“, ey thou risest wp©,
and THEN.the Soriptures fora sigu upow bthe -hand. The
BUSINESS must be ou the lims of God's-will. Nothin
that catses & qualm of gounsciencs, sud nothing thai
{akes away the time from spiritusl Shings. The child
of @od hes wo right to rob ¥is spirituval life for
sarthly things. It is & poor exchange. Better lese ia
the world than lose at the “Judgment Seat of Christ. ind
there w¥ill be a need to lose in the world if we are v
bave reward in that day, aand train:the childrenm: to-lcse
in the world. Have uo ambifibns'excopt to glerify God.,
1.2t everything else be wrapped up in this

And next we have the Sgrirtures as "frovilets
behweor the eyest. ILet everything in the home rewind
you of Christ. The home will lose some of its DEHOOR-
ATIONS.if it is %o remind of Christ. ™Qh, butt you aay,
at least I hope you do not . but you maey hear some whe
say, "I do not see. why we shotld give up this, aud it
seems & pity to have fo give up. that", Do not give it
tp. Do mob give up what i%iis a pity ¥o surrender
Cling te if, 1f you oan, with & restfui conscience,
waen on your knees in the 1ight of Seripture. But be
gareful $nat you have an exerciged conscience. E@e
thought .of fthaniking God we have not o give up this,
or give up that, will meke uS give up many morc things
than we have inbended to give up. Ve shall find it
rard to thaok-God for many things,&for their retention,
though if anyone asks us {0 give them up we should bf.
ready to defeud them. It i$ easy to argue for worldii-
gess, it is bard to thank God for worldliness, and ip
this wey tho victory over the wish that grieves God is
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often possidble. Godlinoss beging in wishes, and there-
foroe it is important that the wishos should bs brought
into live with His will. "Thou shalt not have a wish"
i1s & precious thought: self's wishes laid low.

nThou shalt write them upon the posts of thine
house”. Here we have the gtress upon the very house
inside and outside - everything linked with God. Oh
that there may be more evidence upon the very walls of
the houses - "This is a believer's home™. Many homes
of belisvers and of others.could be visited, and if wo
did not knmow who lived ther®e we ghould be unable to sort
out which were the homes oft Christiavs, and which were
the homes of those who were™not Christians. If you
could empty the homes of the persons) and visit the
aouses, Go you think you cduld be able tc pick out in
every cage - "This is the home of & child of God"

"inig is the home of a pilgrim who is a stranger in the
earih; wio is occupied with the thought of the coming

of the Lord". Tet all the dwollers in the home go oub,
gud visit the empvy homes, and then write down an “ccount,
TIwpregsicus of 2 homs, - the home of one who pleases God,
ant 1ives for Him"™, ¥o ycu- think you wovld find many
homeg” trat would lead ¥¢ subh an impression. Oh, vou say,
tut #things"™ are wot evorything. Granted. The "things®
affsct "everything™. The weathercock does not make the
wind, yet it shows vhich: va¥-the wind bdlows. Things are
uuT gverything, but they indicate something. The thermo-
mefter does not make ths temperature, but it registers.
Look 8t everything as the register of the Christian life,
and take your owm temperature sometimes.

It is deeply impertaut,. beloved friends, that we
sheuld ponder these things before God, for God gives
beautiful patterns of godly homes.- You Find in the
psalms, for exsmple, such dedightful words as these,-
"Thy children like olive plants round about thy table®,-
& condition which remiuds of the work of the Spirit of
god, of 1life and growth. E%ain ¥ have the souns as
plants growm up in their ycuth, and the daughters as
cornerstones, polished after the similitude of a palace.
DZCORATE your houwses in THIS wey. Have a palace, because
of the godly life of those:in the home. Zxpect this from
God, It is well fto have & Pumbor of spiritusl ornaments
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in the hema. Qne of the besl. crnaments.is the ornement
of & meek and quietl spirit, Jhichris in the sight of
God of groat price. RBut that ornement must parvade the
whole life. . You will fiud how the Holy S»iritsdescribes
true-ornaments in Prov,:l. glut us teke such passagos tc
heart. : It 1is_welil tc¢ have:g-large supply of these orna-
nents. - Decorate: the home witlh them. They are worth
1@ving. - Thoy will- lsss.

I heve already referrsd-to # .7im, 2, and tho stress
on tho trained home axd Sheyerdered home. Defore a
brothor could have auyy eldorhocd in ap asscmbly of Ged,
nig homo v@s $o be RLID weill, ruled well continuously,
for a:hcme kpows nothing of-sceiaiism. A home is to we
RUL3D woll still. - Frhesians romiuds us of the NURYURD
and ADHONITION d#F THE TORDy . That is the grezt thought
of training. Ard so #e have the stross on tho Lerd's
o2altation frem ocac arnd cf Seripture to the other, and
tho Lord being exuited from morming to right. Xising
sarly tc glerify the Loxd, emanciration frem the world's
jdeos. It is nof,"Oh, somsome clse doeg this, or some-
onc ¢lso doas that, or. I cauzot help fitting in with
thess arrengenonte, cr:1 am afraid tc lock too singular
bofora others".- Let there be a perishing of all the
opinions of other people. Youw-arc rospomsible T0 THS
LORD. Rise early in the nmeorping for His glcry.
Seripture lays & stress on early rising, and ycu cannot
find ome verse to pload for-late rising. OSeripbure lays
& stross upon spiritual things at the OUTS3TI. Soripture
lays & stross on the wnity in prayer "That your praycrs
be not hindered". Lot tho wery outsot of the day be
marked by the unitcd prayer of parents; and let the
childrer be taught fron carly childhocd that the varcots
think much ¢f tho 30LILHIN of drawing near %o God.
18t it bo masifost that tho parcnis dolight. in the
Seripturc, and so lat the -day go terough with &all its
strain, but with 91l JIS. SFROXGTH.

Bolovod fricnds, I mcant to have spokon furthor.
% havo many other topics before us fe-night. I will
leave this imtroduction.to the subject.. If. our hearts
are warmed to love the Lord, and we are:afraid %o
grigve Him, the application will be easiar, But do
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not lat us brush aside guy conviction of sin which God
may have graciously givel this evening. If wo brush
agide conviction of sin, wo shall become colder and
less sengitive to God's voice mext time. 2y our
oxpericnce be coniragted; may WG evor booome. .more
gepsitive, and moro ferve nt ip spirit, and lesrn the
vill of tho Lerd that we may do it with joy.





