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I wapnt, belcved friends, that everything in this narrative
should lead up %o the command of the narrative, which is given
us to obsy. Ths description of Christ before us Lirst, and wkatb
He is to the Father, and THZN the appointment "Hear Him™. If we
realise what e is, we shell realise our appointed attitude
toward Him. M™THIS®I3%, and ther "HEAR HiNK'. Thus we have the
infereuce, as sccn as we know that He 1s the Deloved Son in hom
ths rather is well pleased. DBut the parrative is vrapped up in
that which cnly shows its beautiful brightuness the more. We
behold the Lord Jesus with lloses and Zlias, &nd Peter and Jawes
and Johu; - ail of thew wonderfully privileged saints; three cof
then writers of Seripture; ail of them gifted with wonderful
blessings; and Christ is the Central One, and the Father does
not say a word abvout THZM, butbt sinply about Him. Awmid the
glorious servants He 1s the infinitely more GCloriocus Son, &pd
God the Father oails our attenticn to KEIM, for i1f we knmow HIM
aright we shall understand that 211 the trophies of His finished
worx are omly to His praise, and any exalting c¢f that which God
does through them caun rightly be done only through Eim TTho is the
Altogether Praised Cne, and through Whom they stand as saved ones,
and are able to serve.

Another Gospel record tells us that iioses and Rlias were
talking about the exodus of the Lord Jesus, that wosnderful exodus
which He was ther about to accomplish at Jerusalem. So many
people think of the Exodus in the Second Book of the B3ible when
you mention that word; but ilocses and Elias thcught of a more
wenderful exodus. Israel this very night will be saying,"iWe were

bondmen"™; and WE know that we, toc, were bondmen, dbut we have a
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greater exodus than they remember. We have beer deliverad from
the bondage of a dismal Egypt. The ruined world is Egypt, and

we are no longer the world's boandmen. HIS exodus is the best
subject. The other exodus was but a type, an earthly picture.
Beautiful is the pilcture, but who would put aside the reality

for the picture? Let the pioture rather tell us more of that

which is portrayed. And sc Moses and Blias were taliing with

Him. A4nd they sadly we hear, “But Feter answered”. Ok what a
daoger is often brought about when the WRONG person answers.

They were talkxing with Him, and HE was the One to amswer, but
Poter anawered. There are many "Peters™ who answer, instead cof
hearing Him. And so we read the strikivg words, "Peter znswered
and said unto Jesus"., He did noy mean to be rude. EHe seild “Lord".
He had & gocd suggestion to make, he thought. "It is GOOD for us
to be here™. It WAS enjoyabls. Peter spoke out of the fulness of
his heart. Oh, beloved friends, there are many of us who, perhaps,
have thought that if we feel happy in the presence of the Lorgd,
there is a very good reason for us to talk, and that we have every
reagon to De enmcouraged that we shall not make a mistake when we
are happy in the Lord's presence, when we have & mountain-top
experisuce. I could almcst say - "That is the very itime when we
are likely to make & mistake", but every other time has its perils.
We need to hear even on the mountain-top. There is a danger of
our prominence even there. A4nd, in the joy of the Lord, and
delighting to be there, and saying "It is good to be there"™ Peter
makes & mistake. There are some dear children of God who feel
unwilling %o be “checked™ in one of their ™good" things. They
have a Ygood*thing" in fromt of them, =z delightful project, and
they think you are unkind if you get in the way of IT. IT hes
come to them through & mountain-top experience, and they feel sure
IT is the Lord's will, but they have not heard His voice for IT.
Here is the failure when FEELING comes in instead of the will of

the Lord. ™Let every man be swift to hear; slow to speakn,



Beware of the dangers amid a mountain-top experience. It is
goocd tc be there so long as the Lord wamts you to be there, but
He alsc has some more rugged work for you down in the valley.
I do nol” mean the valley of depression; yet it may be the valley
of Baca; but even there the Lord will grant a plentiful rainm, -
water cf another kind, to refresh His inBeritance when it is
weary. Going through the valley o2 Bace is only a steppingstone
from strength to strength, till gveryone appeareth before Zod,
because in the hearts of thise who pass through the valley of
Baca, (or weeping), there .are the ways, and they do not stop
halfl-way when they have the ways of the Lord in their heart!
But we must not be those who choose where we would be. "It is
good to be here™ - but only good to be here as long as the Lord
wishes us to bte here. We are not to selset for ourselves even
the good things. the LORD'S appoinitments ars pe2fect. And Peter
makes the mistake of amswering, and he says "If Thou wilg, let us
make™. He wants to be right. ®If Thou wilt", he puts this aspect
in prominence. But he has his suggestion. Oh, beloved friends,
there is even a danger as to our suggestions. We want to hear
the Lord's voice BERFORE we spend our time on our suggestions.
We are not to brztng to the Lord alternatives, and say "Wahich of
these two hast Thou chosen™. We have to be ocareful even as %o
our propos&ls to make something. The mind must ofter bte dirdcted
on to something whioh- the Lord made. Moses and Zlias talked of
HIS exodus. Peter, alas, of man's meking, his owm making., Let
us talk more of the Lord's exodus, the Lord's work, ®dhou, Lord,
hast made me glad through THY work".

"While he yet spake™, the Lord answerad through wondrous
ciroumstances; - "Behold, & bright cloud overshadowsd them".
This bright cloud brought & shadow that they could not see.
They were to be taught that their experience then was only a
shadow, - a shadow of good things to oome; and Peter wanted some

of the good things before the right time. Therse sas a shadow,
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and behdld & voice. Ah, this voice was more than & mere sound.
"EIHOLD & voice", Can you LOCK at a voice? Ah, belcved friends,
this voice was to be realised as something more than mere words.
"BEHOLD A VOICE". "Behold & voice out of the cloud whioch said,
This"™, The voice said, "This"™. You remember how in the chapter
before Peter had answered and said, when he answersed rightly,
"Thou drt the Christ, the Son of the living God". He understoocd
the word "Son" or that occasion, but now he had answered wrongly,
and the Father Who had before revealed His Beloved Son reminded
the disciple of his right answer, and the words sounded forth,
"THIS i8 My Beloved Son, in Whom I am well pleased™. In each
Gospel of Matthew, Mark and Luke, we have this stress, - a stress
which links us with Matt. 3, where we behold the Lord Jesus brought
up out from the water of baptism, figuring wrath; and there as the
One Who had completed righteousness and passed through wrath in
type, He is similarly merked out, "Thou art My Beloved Son, in
Whom I am well pleased". We little realise the fulness of the
Father's DELIGHT in the Beloved Son, the One Who was not only the
Beloved in the bosom of the #ather, but in Whom the Father was
woll pleased for His righteousness' sake, sven because of His
finished work, Who had carried through that work. If in Matt. 3
we have the plcoture of His death and resurrection, here we have
the pilcture of His glory. His glory is on the basis ocf a finished
work, for in Matthew it is "After six days", and “six" is the
punber of a finished work. ™"Six days shalt thou labour and do
all thy work™ was the typical testimony. In Luke we read “About
an eight days after", and "eight" is the number of resurrsction;
and so, because of a finished work, the Lord Jesus 1s LARKSED OUT
on resurrection ground, as the Beloved Soun, in Whom the Father

is well pleased. Then-comes the command "Hear Y@)Him". It is
not for you to speak, it is for you to hear. He is to bes the
Speaker. Teter had answared and said, but Peter is to listen.

“HbarCf%jHim“, listen to His voice. He is given as a Leader and
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Commande¥ to the people, "Hearci?)ﬂim“ -~ to kxnow what He says,
and to delight in that which He appoints. “Hear(gé Him". Oh,
veloved friends, surely this is the character of the present
G%spensation. The Lord Jesus Christ is exalted, that His peopie
may hear His voice, & stranger they are mot to follow, they know
not the voice of strangers. Ok 0l1d He said, "Ye are ily friends,
if ye dc whatsoever I command you", and again He said, "If ye
love ile, keep Ly commandments™, “Hearfﬁe Hin"; and if we have
been brought out of death into life, if we have heard the voice
of the Son of God, (and they that hear shall live), then cur life
hencelorth is to be marked by this holy attitude of hearing Iin.
It is WOT for us to arrange. Herein is the birth of our ALUXIETY.
We are JOT to scheme our way through the problems of this weary
world. Rather "Hear Him", He has the work in hand. We are
simply representatives. We bavs no responsibilities beyond that
of heart-felt faithfulness. . In the power of the Holy Spirit Wwho
takes of the things of Christ to show them to us, we are simply
to "hear HIL". We are not 1n charge cf the work, or in charge of
cur lives. We are to hear HIM, and whatsoever He says unto us we
are to do it. It may be costly, it may involve a strain, there
may be difficulties; but we are toc hear Him. The believer is
emancipated from his cleverness. The believer is delivered from
his perplexities. "Hear/&é?HIM". But the Lord doses uot only
command
speak in words of pxmmiam, Not only does He speak in words of
promise, sometimes He blends the two, yea, oftentimes He giwves
& command which wraps up within it a fulness of encouragement.
Peter had been speaking before, but Peter has not & word to say
now. VWhen thé disciples heard, they fell on their faces, and werse
sore afraid. HNot when they heard HIM. "They heard". Their first
hearing is the hearing of reproof, and rebuke. When the disciples
heard, they fell on thelr face. Yes, this was a steppingstone.
And then the Lord Jesus graciously took the position which was

marked out for Him, and He began to speak, and He came and touched



them. Oh how wonderfully He deals with His troubled people.

wI fell at His feet &8s dead" says John, "He laid His right hand
upon me' ~ that right hand which hed the seven stars, yet He did
not drop one of them when He 1laid it uponw John. WHis right hand
doeth glcriously'™, and that right hand oc&an meet every need of His
people. The Lord has no secondary love to His people. His very
RIGHT hand is dsvoted to them. WWHe laid His right hand upon me,
saying, Fear not; I am the First and the Last®. He buries 8ll
their fear in what He is, yea, all the diffioculties are removed
in what He is. 8o is it in this passage. "This is Ky beloved
Son, .. Hear Him", He touched them and said, "Artse, e NOT
afraid." Peter said, "I am willing to die™ on another occasion,
and boasted "I'will not deny," I will vot felter; but when the
Lord Jesus reproved him. He added gquickly the words, Let not
your heart be troubled. The Lord would not OVERSTRAIN Peter,

and so on this occasion He did not arougePeter and say to him,
Whg did you speak at the wrong time, but He said "Arise and be
ot afraidv. “His mouth is most sweset™. “This is My Beloved
Son, hear Him"™. Oh how wonderful are the FIRST words that the
Lord utters agter He is marked out as the One to be heard. He
says to His people, "Arise"., How often that is His first word.
Of necessity it contained a measure of rebuke, but, oh, so tendsr.
How mapy of us would have spoken very differently to Peter in
such 8 context. We should have drawn the inference that it was
& gocd thing he was afraid after he had made such & grave mistake,
that it would teach him the lesson more fully. But the Lord speke
80 tenderly. Thers was & reprccf in the word “Arise™, for Peter
said, "Lord it is good to be here™, and he had to learn that
instead of meking tabermacles which he thought he could arrange,
Another Opne would make the tabsrmacleg,the abiding placss, and
prrepare & place for Peter. The only meking that the servant
could do on that occasion was to be made to fall on his face,

and he could not do much other work then He had to arise and
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leave the place where he said, It 1s gocd to be here. It would
be good to ve there in the Lord's appointed time, but it was good
for him to go vherever the Lord appocinted first. TArise and de
not afraid™. "Be pot afraid™. Here is a suggestion, nct only of
the tendernsess of the ILord, vut of the way in which His commands
penetrate. The most repeatel couwwmnd of Scripture, or cme of the
most repeeted, is, "Be not afraid®, and ons cf the most dirffic.lt
tc obey. If it said, "Do:not SHOW you are afraid", we might make
a human effort at obedience; dbut the word cuts far deeper, it cuts
at the roct of feslings, and you cannot put om not being afraigd.
You can put on an appearance of this, but you cannot PUT QX an
obedlence to it. It pierces through and through. But He %Who
gave the command gives the power. "Fear not" is His word of
encouregenment to His people. ™Be not afraid”. Oh what & stress
thore is on the fact thay were afraid, and that is commounly the
case. There is & grave danger in & moustain-top experisnce if

we make the miatake of puttivg ourseives into prominence, and thus
become somewhat excited because of the experience. Wwhen Peter
was enthusiastic for the Lord to defend the Lord, amnd he used
that sword without & commend, WITHOUT hearing Him, and instead

of having an ear for ths Lord, he cut of? the sar of the servant
of the High priest, and the Lord showed that HIS wcrﬁh%as to

deal with the ear, - a hint to Peter to listen and not to aot,

to wait and not to arrange. At that time the next thingd Peter
did was to run away. You wsy bs sure of this, that when & man

is very dstermiged in his own strength, the next thing will be

a faltering and when ons, in a mountain-top experience of joy
thinks tc arrange for himsslf, and feels happy with an excitement
which is not altogether disciplined in, and under the Lord's
authority, the next thing will often bs that he will become very
frightened and depressed. And the Lord gteps in to deal with that
circumstance, but hot to excuse the failure which lsed to it Oh,

beloveld friends, there are few rassagss which deal more penetratingly
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with the "feelings" than this passage. You see a man who is
carried away by feelings. The majority of us, I suppose, if
the Holy Spirit had not given us & record; would have thought
thet the attitude of Peter was right, to want to do something
Tor the Lord, and to enjoy being thers. But there ars times
when we are not to be ocoupied with what we do for the Lord,
but with what THE LORD hes done for, and now says to us. We
are to de after He appoints. It is easy tc have an enthusiasm,
to do this or that and %o be this or that. Beware, impulse and
emoticn will only lead & ohild of God from excitement of joy to
excitement of another kind. We want to be subjJect to the mind
of the Lord, and to hear His voice, and have His authority.
THEN 1t will be good to be in His way, in Eis appointment, anad
thus truly and not only in appearance, guided by the Holy Spirit.
"And when they had 1lifted up their eyes, they saw no
manibsave Jesus ondy". They saw HIE, and HE SAID to them, Tell
the é;;;Z€§to no map until the Son of Man be risen dgain from
the dead. "Hear HIL™ is another cormand. Again the disoiples
are not to be governed by their feelings. Would they not like
to have told the(&;siQQy They might have said, This will be a
help in our testimony, 1t will be useful. Nay, feelings must
be swept &sto the backgrounad, excapt they are feelings of loving
dsvotedness to inocluds whatever He says. These are the right
feelings. These are the true emotion. TAND HIS DISCIPLES ASKED
HIM" - here is one step forward. Instead of Petsr apswering,
they began asking. ™And they asked Him saging, Way then say the
Serides that Zlias must first come? AND JESUS ANSWERED AND SATD",
and so they were led onward, and guided, in inoreasing measure.
But, oh, beloved friends, there is a 1large measure of failure
st11l recorded. We find afterwards when Peter is sought out by
some in Capernaum, and 2 question is rut to him, PETIR ANSWERED
instead of hearing the Bsloved Som. And the Lord Jesus, when
Poter comes to Him, reminds Peter of what has talken place, "of

whom do the kings of the earth take tribute or custom, of their
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own children, or of strangerst" The word "children" is, literally
"gona". Yes, Peter is reminded, "This is My Beloved Son, hear Him".
Petor had felt quite sure that his Master paid tridbute, for this
was the temple tax. He did not like the suggestion which some

made thet his Master did not pay the temple tax. His FAZLINGS of
love were so strong to his Master, he did not want any insinuations
against his Master. "Reelings" again. He ought to have heard the
word of the Lord first. You recollect, moreover, how he had
"foelings™ in the 16th chapter, when the Lord said He was about

to die. The learmer, alas, began to rebuke the Lord,"Pity fThyself,
this shall not be to Thee". FI3ZLINGS. And so, throughout, we

see that feelings of affection, and feelings of enjoymeant, arse

ALl dangerous unless every feeling is wrapped up in these words,
wphis is Iiy beloved Soum, EEAR é;)HIM“. The Lord give us grace

to have the true eyesight. Peter spoke rightly when it was said bl
milesh and blood hath not RZIVIALED it unto thee, dut My Father
Woich iz in heaven". The itrue eyesight was then given, - Christ
was revealed. The true heariog is joined therewith, - "This is

My Beloved 3cm, Hear ys Him". Oh that this may be our Joy
henceforth.

- ——— -



