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It is plain that the Soripture is not om the one hand

a Book of mere sentiment, but it is vot ov the other a book of
cold stoic-like asceticism. There is throughout Sceripture the
brightness of intense feeling. Living men pass bhefcre us with
& living enthusiasm. We are not only dealing with a treatise
of logic, though ite logic is incomparable beyond all of earth:

“ only have we a bcok of legsl arrangements, though its pro-
visions are infinitely above all of men; but we have a living
Book conceruning living persons, written in a living style, and
pleading for & living intensity. Throughout Scripture we find
deep feeling, and this includes deep feeling on the rart of God.
In the very first book the expression meets us "It grieved Him
at His heart™. Nor can wo be unmindful of the tender words from
the prophets,- "How shall I giwe thee up, Ephraim?™ and such an
added statement as that of Hosea, that God, becamse He is God,
and not man, has His heart turped within Him and His repentings
kindled together. Such a statement is deeply affecting. Again,
Jeremiah speaks of the Lord similarly. When the Lord is dealing
with Ephraim, He says, ™Is Ephraim Yy dear son? Is he & pleasant
child? for since I spake agsinst him I do earnestly remember him
8till; therefore My bowels are troubled for him, I will surely
have mercy upon him, s2ith the Lord”. The many verses which

speak of the Lord's LOVE have their definite testimony. ™The
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Lord hath appeared of old unto tﬁﬁbq saying, Yea, I have loved
thee with an everlasting love, therefore with lovingkindness have
I drawn thee™. ™"For God so loved the world that He gave His only
Begotten Son"; and when He speaks to His people His language is
not that of one who is far off without feeling. He asks, "What
iniguity have your fathers found in Me, that they have gone after
vapity and become vain?* Yet once more, "Why will ye die, O house
of Israel?" Yet further, "0 do vot that abominable thing which I
hate”. , 3uch words indicate on the one hand that God is a God of
feeling, and that He desires His servants to be preserved from a
merely mechenical exactness, and to experience & desp affection
which will show itself in many ways. One of the most remarkable
cages of this with regard to 2 servant of the Lord is in Heremiah
48. "“Therefcre", says Jeremiah, will I howl for Mo2b, and I will
ery out for all Moab; my heart shall mourn for the men of Xir-heres.
O vine of Sidbmah, I will weep for thee with the weeping of Jazer™.
But this is the more impressive when we realise that Jeremiah wes
affected by what Isajiah had written. ™NMine heart shall cry put
for Moab® in the 15th chapter of the earlier prophecy. 8o we have
in both the parallel cases the intense concern, even though the
Seripture equally declares, "We have heard of the pride of Moab,
he is very proud”. Even to Cain God preachsed the truth regarding
the way of salvation. The lcngsuffering of God waited in the days
of Noah when the ark was & preparing. The glory of the Lord seemed
tc linger over Jerusalem, and then withdrew but slowly to the
eastern height of Olivet. Every 3cripture suggests that the
longsuffering of God leads to repentance, and that His goocdness
and lcogsuffering and forbearance make manifest how His tender
mercies are over all His works. God is not & mere distasvt
almighty power, but He is One Who hss foelings which are real

and definite, and revealed in the Scripture of Truth. I am quite
aware that there are msny who would set this teaching ong one sida,

or they would mis-state and misapply it. While God on the one
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hand is set forth as infinitely compassionate, Whose very name
contains the words "Merciful and Gracious", on the other hard
He is seep in His inflexible righteousness, and with His absolute
foreknowledge of all events, so that there cannot be with Him
uncertainty or disappointment. Christ MUST see of the travail of
His soul, apd (UST be satisfied. We have no thought in Scripture
of God being unhappy dbecause of an attempt to save, which has
failed. While, on the ome hand, He shows His compassion, cn the
other hand, [lo madey evident His sovereignty. Human logic may
attempt to explain the two together. Personally I feel that I
can explain neither in full. They are both separately, as well
as together, beydnd our feeble and limited grasp. There are not
a few who try to "reconcile™ different parts of the character of
God, dbut they make the fundamental error that if you take any
part of the character of God by itself you only kmow parts of that
part. Now to attempt to bring together two parts whes you &are
ooly in measure acquainted with both, is to take a further step
before you have taken the initial step. The true wisdom is to
acknowledge that which is beyond us, and to rejoice that theé
sovereignty and the mercy of God, the righteousness and the
compassion of Ged, are both greater than our foeble apmyeciation.
We have seen, in measure, the Soriptural teaching as to
deep feeling, but at present cnly in measure. Not only does God
set Himself before us in this way, not cnly are certaein prophets
seep weeping; but we find the Lord Jesus Christ in the days of
His flesh manifested as Ome having definite emotion. He beheld
the city and wept over it, saying, "If thou hadst known, even thou,
at least in this thy day, the things which belong uanto thy peace!
but now they are hid from thine eyes™. Again He uttered the words
of pathos, "0 Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that kidlest the prophets
and stonest them whish are sent unto thee, hcw often would I have

gathered thy children together, even as & hen gathereth her
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chickens under her wings, and ye would rot . Agfain, He it was Who
wept at the grave of Lazarus. "The Man of Sorrows"™, as He is named,
is thus set forth in His deep fecling, so that even the onlookers
said, "Behold, hcw He loved". That desp feeling is manifest in
various ways, when, for example, He was indignant at those who
questicned His right tc heal & map on the Sabbath day; and when

He felt the terrible unbelief, or incompleteness of belief, of His
follcwers, &nd sighed as He said, Oh faithTuss and perverse
generaticn, how long shall I be with you, how lcng shall I suffer
you ; But many waters mould not gquench His lowe. The feeling of
the Song of Songs is beyond any question, a&nd that describes His
unparalleled love. <¢an ycu possibly read s stoic's heart in the
Spng of Songs? Can you possibly make that book icy? Surely not,
any more than you can mdke & flame to freeze. God has set forth,

io wonderful love, the glorious compassion and delight of His
beloved Son, and we call to mind the grsciocus words, "Having loved
His ovwm which were in the world, He lcved them unto the end". 7The
same feeling was seen amid intense agonies upon the cross of Calvary,
when He cared for Mary, and spoke words of comfort to the dying
thief. XNor is He without feeling as revealed ion the psalms. ZRor
His love men were His adversaries, but He gave Himself unto prayer,
and set Himself in the way of perfect obedience. He was concerned
for thcee who were evil, in such a way that reproach broke His heart.
Very tender are such words. They are put in & very definite context,
@amid all the opposition He still lcved, and nothing could change His
grace. ¥ot only so, but the Eoly Spirit sets forth His approval of
real sentiment amoung the people cf the Lord. "He that goeth forth
and WB3IPETH, bearing precious seed, shall doubtless come agaium with
re joicing, bringing His sheavea with him . Or if you take the
CORRESPONDING part of dsep feoling, the Holy Spirit has COMMANDSID
believers to REJOICE inm the Lord alway. The words are not merely

a suggestion. They are a command, and if & child of God is striot
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in obedience as toc other arrangements, but omits to rejoice in

the Lord alway, that child of God is disobedient in the same way
as if he were a thief. Oh, you say, there is not the same open
defiance. But there is equally & FACT of disobedience. The Lord's
commands, which are exceeding broad, peuetrate to our FEELINGS and
COMEAND their condition. Hence we have a fourfold witness inm
favour of deep feoling, and the Holy Spirit has caused this to be
written that we may seek to illustrate that which is well pleasing
in God's sight. I need hardly s8dd that the NIGARIVE evidence is
equally strong. There is nc command to restraip appointed feeling.
There is no approval of en absence of feellng. 4nd what we may
call the inferential argument is definite. 1If the grace cf God

is that which it is sot fcrth tc be, if salvation is that which 1t-
is revealed to imclude, if judgment is so solemn &s the picture
graphically drawn, surely the infereuce of thease things must be

a8 depth of feeling,and anything else would be dishoncurable and
out of harmony with the unveiling of truth.

But it is so important that we should distinguish
between that which is of the flesh and that which is of the Spirit,
for that which is bofe of the flesh is flesh, and dces oot rise
higher ¥J#f, and in thib sense that which is born of the Spirit
is spirit, and we are tc pray in the Spirit, and to rejoice
spiritually, and to walk spiritually. We &all kunow that there are
actions of the flesh which are deadly counterfeits of that which
God has appointed. We find that Iserael could waep all night
when they had been discbedient against the Lord, and yet vno word
of repentance escaped their lips, - ye#, their weeping was part
of their disobedience, in Num. 14. And it is the same to-4day.

We know that a Herod cau hear gladly the testimony of John the
baptist, and a felix may tremble, and yot these feelivgs are only
of the flesh. The stony ground hearer may with oy receive the

word, and there may seem the evidences of reality of delight, dut
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yot there is something lacking. The Joy of the Holy Ghost is
not there. Surely such words bring Before us the sclemn faot
that there are WO kinds of emotion, and woe neeld to beware lest
ours be simply natural and not spiritual. The natural mar may

do much. The history of devotees to all religions will prove
this. One may be full of buoyant enthusiasm and have a8 zeal

for fod, dut not according to knowledga. Saul of Tarsus, befors
he was quickened, thought that he OUGHT tc do meny things against
Jesus of Nazareth, which also he did. Then he was alive without
the law, 2 man of intense religious devoticn. Feeling is nct
emough. Siccerity is not emcugh. Love is not enough. The Holy
Spirit has approved of love IN THE TRUTH. It is very solemn to
know that there may be impulse, 2pd impulse may carry & man &
lonmg way, vwhether with the vigour of a Jehu, or the geusrosity

of & Saul the son of Kish, or the apparept willingness 8 give

up ¢f & Demas at first, and yet all the while there may be nc
evidence of & now birth. The Galatians would gladly have plucked
out their eyes to give them to Paul, but afterwards he was afraid
of them les{ labour had boen bestowed on them in vain. He would
not énfer from their past that their present was right. It was
rather from their present he would doubt their past, and wonder
if that which secmed to be the fruit of godliness wes but the
overflowing of temporary sentiment. All flesh is grass and all the
gfllinese thereof as the flower of the Pield. There is the good-
i1iness of the flesh. I want us to be clear upon this Point,
beloved friends. Before God there 18 human depravity. and no man
has ever produced any acticn which is acceptable in the sphere

of law where perfection and perfection only ocan be acknowledged.
But within the sphere of providence, and relationship to God as
moral Govermor, there are meny gradations betwoen sinners, aed
one sinner produces flowor-1like actions of piety which are by no

means acknowledged in law, but which certainly have a temporary
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attractiveness, and make the 1ife of others around far easier

in apd by the removal of many aifficulties. The goodliness of
the fleslL is WOT plotared as something ugly. Do you tell me,
belcved friends, that the upselfishness of the man of the world
15 ugly? I deny 1t. liost definitely would I set forth that that
map is a depraved poor lost sinner, lost when he is unsadlfish as
when he is selfish, but I canpnot say that there is ap ugliness in
that unselfishness. It 1s as the FLOWER OF THE GRASS. It is pot
acceptable before God. To day it is, spd to-morrow it is cast
spto the oven, but it is not ugly. It makes 1ife easier for God's
children, and gives many blooms in the flowers cf this passing
world. Nor is God, in the sphere of His arrangement. uwnmindful
of these fmcts. There shall be more terrible judgment for some
than for others, - retributicn is according to workd. 1In like
mapner, Bphraim is thus addressed, "0 Zphraim, what shall I do
unto thee? O Judsh, what shall I dc unto thee? for your goodness
is as a morning clcud, and as the early dew it goeth =memy. The
morning clcud is in itself, in measure, useful, but it has no
permanence. *If ye CONTINUE in Ny Word, then are ye My disciples
indeed, and ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make yov
free™. Only those who contwoue are disciples indeed. Only such
#pow the truth, only such are free. DBut there are certain actions
vhich are morning cloud and early dew goodness which God votices
as such, spd thecugh the very pext verse says npherefore have 1
owad them by the prorhets™, just as the wind bloweth upon the
flcwer of gress, theugh God ipdicates that He cannot receive
these thivgs in law, or abate His claims one iota to suit the
actions of a man, yet these are reliefs in the world's dreary
wilderness, and have TEMPORARY lengthening of tranquility, as
would have been the caée with Hebuchednezzar hed he continued

to break off his sins in their outward arrangement by earthly

righteousness, aud his ingquities by gshowing mercy to the poor.



God's governmental arrangements of earth must be carefully
distinguished from the legal pcsitiocn of 2 men with respect

to wrath; and DEGRETS of punishment must dbe distinguished from
the fact that all are by nature members cf a ruined race over
which there stands the sentence of STERNAL doom. We do well to
notice the wages of cne sin would be death, but the Lord will
with striet rectitude judsge every man according to his works.

Po refurn. Though we notice with a measure of
encouragement some of the emotions which sre linked with the
flesh, and though we hope that where there is some tenderness
there will be the ewccuragement at lsast of a Nineveh's repontance,
yet we do not wish to manifest this ourselves. Theough we are
rolieved when the world shows certain emotions, we do not wish
to bring CUR emotions down to their level. We dc not stand
before God in the sphere of providence, but in the sphere of
grace, i1f so be we have tasted that the Lord is gracicus, and
in that sphere we are commanded to do all in the Name of the
Lord Jesus, and we cannot produce a morning cloud of a natural
emotion in the Neame of the Lord Jesus. We have received the
Spirit of God that we might be able to do that which is well
pleasing in God's sight. Let us be clear upon this point, belcved
friends, for as to HUMAN emotion we cannct alweys decide what is
the TRUE valuve and what will be the goal, inessmuch as scmetimes
there is & resction; sometimes & man experiences tempcrary human
emotion only to deaden his feelings the more aftervards, and the
unclean spirit that is gone out from the man returns with seven
other spirits morse than the first. We are not always encouraged
by emotions, but yet, in measure, we do hope when we see any
apparent tenderness, and long that there nay bot be the treasuring
to oneself wrath againet the day of wrath in accord with the
hardness of an impenitent heart. The goodness of God leads & man

to repentance, ard though spiritual rerentance is because Christ
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is exalted tokGIVE it, yet there is a national and a natursl
repentance which are Iivinely noticed, and vhich we would fain
see,even in the land where God has privileged us to dwell. But,
beloved friends, we do not, (let me repeat this, we do not) want
to limit ourselves tc natural smotions. We went, by grace, to
make manifest that we have something far, far deeper, that having
been bern of the Spirit we are those who are led by the Spirit
of fod, and live and walk in the Spirit.

How then can we distinguish between that which is
natural (or soulish), apd that which is of the Spirit? The
Word of God is living and inworking, and pierces to the dividing
asupder. THIS is the testimony of Heb. 4. If we Judge sentiment
by sentiment we shall come to a wrong opinion. If we test by
feslings we shall come to & wrong result. Feelings must be
tested by truth. I am not pleading for truth without feelings,
nor for feelings without truth, but for truth and feelings
combined. ™The truth in love™ is the Seriptural witness, and
"Love in the truth™. "Hereby we know that we love the children
of God™ - when we FESL love? Not at all: +thds is an unsafe
criteriod. 'Tis "when wo lcve God and keep His comman dments™,
that is the Divine statement. Ycu tell me you tove the children
of God, and therefore are afraid to rebuke them? You tell me you
love the children of God because you "fesl'" a desire toward them,
and therefore you agree to differ because you are afraid that you
will tread on some of their fancied optknions? Where is the love
that will sugfer sin upon a neighbour? You tell me you love the
children of God while you break the Lord's arrangements and ame
careless about HIS purpose8? No, belcved friepnds, we are
faltering in our love to the extent we falter in obedience.
Do not think I am pleading for & rigid erthocdoxy withcut the
power of godliness. Bare outward obediemce is not obedience
from the Scriptural standpoint. You may go tiowugh the routine

of the Lord's commandments so far as the bedy is concerned.
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You may gather with believers rggularly. You may break bread
Sceripturally as one who has been Seripturally baptized, and yet
all the while there may be something lacking, thore may be an
externalism; - THAT is nct the Lord's coemmandment. The Lord's
cormandments are nome of them without love, and you cannct obey

& 8ingle portion without the heart. We need to grow up into
Christ in ALL things, and to have that spiritualis twofoldedness
which iovelves the blending together of that which rleased Him.
The Pharisees tithed mint, anise epa cumin, but omitted mercy,
and the Lord spoke sternly as to this. Shell I rather say a
fourfoldedness of love, with all the heart, the scul, the mind,
end the strenmgth. The love of the MIXD must net be  develeoped
‘beyond measure withcut the equal development of the love in the
heazt and soul. I am not pleading for illegical absence of clear
thinking, but there is a dread danger if a child of Goad develops
his brain more than his heart, even as there is a dread danger
if the child of %od develcps his feelings more than his mind,

He is to love God with BOTH. They are both part of that which He
rresents to God ag s living sacrifice, and all his members are to
be instruments of righteovsness. He is not his o, and 1f there
is a dwarf-like confiition of ary part of that which God has
entrusted, there is an unfaithfulress in stewardship, and there
will be a serious lcss at the Judgment Seat of Christ. I would
speak to myself as well as to ¥ou, for nothing is eagier than to
grow up into Christ in ONE thing, and to neglect another. We
must be like Him Who was rictured by the foursquare altar, -
those whe have an equslness cff all sides, and who live & balancead
life, to the Praise of God's glory. But you will gay I am not
dealing with the subject. How can we distinguish between the
twel Beloved friends, you will not misunderstand me if I say

the Holy Spirit does not so much give us fixed rules to
distinguish, but rather leads us to be distinguishERS. He

does. not give us a treatise so that we can &pply some spiritual
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chemicals to find the ccnstituents of this act, and the analysis
cf that desd. Rather He brings us to the position of being those
who are spiritual distinguieshers btec know the difference, who, by
reascn of use, have their senses EXIRCISED tc discern both good
and evil. Again ycu see in that context the growth by the word
first as the milk, and ther as the strong meat. ILet & believer
grow up Gonto Christ. There will be &8 sensitiveness, and he will
perceive that which ig of the Lord and that which is not. As the
ear tries words apd the palate tastes food, so the believer will
become. conscious of that which is the will of God, because ABIDING
in the presence of the Lord he will have that which the Holy Spirit
in Phil. 1 besutifully sets forth in this very connection. In that
chapter we read, "This I pray that your lcve may abound yet more
and more in knowledge apd inm all PERCZPTIOR, that ye might try
things that differ™. The percepticn of a growing lcve, the
perception of an abounding love to F2iL that which is of the

Lord, and to feel that vhich is not. 1In gencral we may say that
when actions are not continued, but are spasmodic and jerky, we
may feel them to be rather of the flesh. Secondly when they show
a carelessness ag to PART of truth, we may dcubt their reality,
for the blessing is cr holding forth the bhole truth, and sighing
gn0d crying for ALL abominations. I do-nct mear we have reached
this knowledge, but a carelessness as to part of truth makes one
doubt the spirituslity; and let me say, and I think many will
bear me cut in this connection, that deep FRILINGS are pcssible
which are apparently "spiritual™, particularly in connection

with discbedience itself. 1Iv other words, if a child of God

is im a conditicn away from the Lord in measure, and has &
tendency to excuse disobedience, he cap usually™produce™ceertain
feelings and sccompany that disobedience with acts of appsrent
loving concern for souls tc SOOTHE his conscience in disobedience.
This 38 most remarkable, but it is sadly true. It is the devil's
attempt to lead us away from the Lord. If a child of God has
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been exercised uponm & certain pointi, and tries to smother that
convietion, it is remarkablie how just as the world will sngage
in wickednese and salve their copscience that 1t is for a hospital
carnival, so the believer will try while im a wrong path tc do
certain acts of concern for the world and lcve to pocr guilty
sinners, to flatter himself that he is near the Lord, and he
will have dreamy emotisral feelings of happy ohedience which

are nct in accord with that deeper clear-headed obedience which
pleases Him Who has called us by grace. Such mysticism is very
dengerous, and we need t¢ be gusrded in this ccmnecticn. The
tendency toward feelings apart from the truth is utterly ruincus.
We see its DEVELOPMIJT where onme stated how he was led of the
Lord till he finished with the DIVILOPMINT of the agapemcne, and
a claim to Messisah-ship. But with what did this evil begin?
with & profession cf spirituality as to being led by the Lord: -
end whenever you have a believer who, instead of producing
Seripture for acts of obedience, says "I feel led to &o this™

or "I was guided of the lcrd in it"”, who is more willing. to
refer to feelings thapy tc what the Foly oSpirit has said, and
rather shelves the appeal to the Scrionture. because Scripture
argunents cavnot be fourd to support his or her action, yocu may
be sure that a believer in that position, if a believer at all,
is or an inclined plane which will have a deadly end, unless God
mercifully prevents it. Dc be guarded, beloved friernds, against
this deadly thought of claiming the Lord's leading ilnstead of
being guided by that Ome Holy Spirit which is set forth in the
Sceriptures of truth. Furthermore, when there is a selfishness
in emoticn, you may doubt its spirituality. If & believer with
.deep feelings becomes careless for "others'™ needed comforts,
causes inconvenience to "others™, omits to do that which 1is
honourable and right, showing an impulsive desire to be
enthusiastic fpr the Lord at the expense of an employer's time,

and so forth, causing inconvenience to cthers in any wey where
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responsibility is entrusted, you may be sure that this giving
unto the Lord of that which is not onme's own, is sbhorred by
Him Who hates robbery for burnt cffering. Surely such selficgh-
ness would indicate that if there be spirituality in the action,
it is very much overgrowe by some parasgitic plant which will sap
its strength.

In closing, What should be cux relation tc emotious
with regard to enjoyment, prayer, and service? surely we ocught
to be HAPPY, for the Lord has said so. "0 the happiness, Of the
man that walketh not iz the counsel of the ungodly™, ™0 the
happinesses of all them that trust in Him™, "Happy are the poor
in spirit”, and so forth. We are bidden to rejoice. Can you
havs Joy WITHOUT emotion? ¥o wore than you can leve without love.
Does not the Song of Songs show that we are called to have our
inward affections moved for Him “hom our scul LOVRTH? The Lord
desires us to have an enjoymoent which is an enjoyment. Can you
be happy without fesling it? Car you have an emotion without an
emotion? Surely we must recognise that cmotions are part of
happiness, though not the whole. True happiness is not & surface
emotion; it must stand the strain of a consciousness of sad facts
as well. '"As sorro®ful, yet alway rejoicing"™. It is that deep,
real »rich happriness which God hes appointed, The happiness of
the- surface may be shattersd by changing experiences, and the
believer who is bright one moment may be gloomy the next; but
let there be the hidden Socurce anmd the hidden repose, aund thers
will be a viebtory over the variable circumstances in.ipncreasing
measure.

vhat are we to say a&s $o Prayef? 1 feel, beloved friends,
very weak, and ashamed, in speaking of this subject. We read in
Eph. 6 of the wrestling that thers shculd be against evil powers
in prayer. But who of us knows what this means? ¢h how we fall

short! There should also be delight in prayecr. Our beloved Lord



14.

rejoicel in 3pirit and said "Pather, 1 thank Thee". He also was
in an agony when He prayed, stretching out His hands. Do ve not
nee? to know both in our prayers? I do not meanw we are not to
pray when woe feel a measure cf weakness and dullness, but let us
pray that our prayerﬁ nay be increased in ite spiritual vitality,
and that our feelings mey be more real, though even then we must
be cn cur gugrd.because every believer knows that when his feeliungs
are most iﬁgizﬁa with & holy irtensity in things of the Iord, Satan
will try to bring a counterfeit cn the linme cf feelings in order
to deceive and to carry us away frcm the truth so that we are
merely borune along by impulse. Whatever be cur spiritual progress
3atan will coms disguiskd as an angel of light on the line of that
spiritual progress tc delude if it were possible the very slect.
With regard tc service, should there be emotion in this?
Should & brother stand when he is speaking as thomgh he has no
feelings at 3ll? or should he manifest an intensity which seems
to well over from every part of his physical frame? I need hardly
say that we are not "actcrs™. To aim at being dramatic in order
tc make an impressiocn is a dangerous counterfeit; but ik not the
cure of much of cur failure largely im & desper knovwledge of the
truth? The mcst stoical becomes iv measure concermel if he sees
& lcved relative in & hcuse op fire, and if weg foel the power of
truth we shall find a measure of concern and earnmestness which we
have not experienced before. e should feed our emotions by
meditation on truth, thus will they be helpsd. 0fttimes we do
not have, or méke, opportunity for meditation. We have time for
work, time for study, time for witness, but we need to have
meditation sometimes vhen going alcng the street; and yet how
often we fall short in this connection. The Psalmiet meditated
oo the Lord even in the night watches, and found that the
darkest hours were illuminated by His bright presence, and that
the Lord's love was a song in the night. I suppose that apart

from the various manmerisms of brethren which manifestly depend
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on lack of lcve tc the Lcrd, there are temperamental mannerisms
apd nervous menmerisms. One boppther is nervcusly excited and
agother brother is nervously quiet, and so we all brirg something
of ourself into our activities. What then Shallwe wait till. we
are perfect befcre we continue service? or gshall we rather bé bowed
before the Lord that ie may camse us to ZROW more rapidly? If we
do not FEIL enthusiasm shell we draw back? We are not to force
curselves and cffer & burnt offering when it is unappointed, but
the Lord did not say vhen a man did a sin, that when he feels in
& mood to bring the sacrifice he cap bring it. The .ord who has
appointed the path cf obedience has emphasized the impcrtance of
the condition, &nd can deal with both, and so is it with respeot
to prayer, and so is it with regard to certair forms of service.
I am not saying that a brother is always in & healthy condition
to pray. There may be & leaving cf the gift on the altar before
there can be the drawing near unto God. If we REGARD iniquity in
our hearts the Lord will vnct hear us. and sc, furthermore, if we
have & Mark-like holding back the Lerd may be pleased to put us
away from the foreground fer & considerable period. Yet it is so
easy for some temperaments to persuade themselves that the Lord
has put them away from the fcreground when this is only a gratifi-
catiop of their "natural™ tendencies. And the VICE VERSA is true
for octhers. What we need is grace toc discern things that differ,
even in this matter. And so we ccme back to the precious working
ip & ecirele which is a cirele around one glcrious Centre. All
cur perception cf the will of ths Lord iz all these things is as
v grew in grace. We cannot draw up fixed rules and make 8
treatise on how to distinguish physical emotions from spiritual,
but whet we can dc is instead of spending the time inp bringing
out such & treatise, to desire ferventily to behold in a glsss the
glery of the Lord, and as we &re being changed to the same image
from glory to glory, &s we become like unto Him, not only in His

light shall we see light, but in His love shall we feal love.






