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CUTLINK:-

1. In Connection with Isrsel's Prissts.

2. Parallels te-dsy with Thoughts on Huch
Devotedness untc the Lord.

3. Bxpressions that Need Pondering, - "Full
Surrender™., "My All i8 on the Adter" etec.

4. The Danger of 3inful Resction from
Jisproporticn, and Unwise Langusge.

Congecration is8 a vast subject., The Bnglish roct is
the same a8 that of the word "sacred®, ond suggests a devotion
snd a sevaration unto Him toward Whom there is that which is
caelled "Consecration™. Yet we are not primarily occupied with
Fnglish worde, but with those which the Holy Snirit hss been
vlessed to employ: end the word "Consecrste" is brought before
us in verious perts ¢f the Rarlier Sariptures. Cne or two
passages zive excepticnel usfrges. For exsmple, Missah 4. 13
speaks of conssorating the gain ¢f the earth to the Lord ia the

futura. There the verb is that used alsc foy a curse, and

alludes n8 well & to the utter removel of any "devoted” thing, to which

the law refers. The ides is that the thing® of esrth will ba viawed

88 talen entirely away from men, and 303 will be earth's Supreme
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Hesad. In connection with the Jazarite the varb "consecrate”,
used several times, is, literklly, "To nazerite", - a word which
€8 you know, implies separaticn from meny things. We also find
thig word "ecnsecrste”, snd the similar noun"consecrstion™ used
to translate the ordinary words for "hely™ and "holiness”.  But
these are the excentionel cases. The msin use of the English
word1 "consecrats” is for the reniering 68 two Hebraw woris, eni
they are "To £411" snd "tha hani". In like manner the word
"consesration”, whizh is, I believe, always plural, is literally
"F11linze". The seme expression is 8trizingly employed for the
setting of Stones, both in the tabernazle and in the temple,
Ahere we read of "Stones to be set' thers is exactly the same
word, 30 we are able, the Lori ensbling, to approash this
Subject of conssarstion, - filling the hand, and we pcnder
what 15 8aid of Isrsel's priests.

The first ccourreace is Rxodus 28. 41. "Aad thou shalt
put btaem apon Aarcn thy brotier, end his scns with bim, and shelt
sncint them, and conBearste tnem, (margin - fill their hsni), ani
sanctify them that they mesy minister untoc me in the priest's office”.
Co. 2§. 9 "And thou shelt gird them with girdles, Asron sni his
Scns, and put the bennets on them? and the priest's office shall
be theirs for s perpetual statute; sand thou shelt consecrate,
(mergin, - £111 the hani of) Aarcn snd his sons”. In this gchapter
merecver, we have the word "conSscrstion” with respsct e£ to ssarifice.
Chepter 20. 22 "Alsg thou shslt take of the ram, &ni the fet and the
runp, and the fat that agvereth the inwmards, axd the qaul abeve
the liver, 2nd ths two kidneys, sni they fat that is upon them,

énd the right Rhoulder; for 1t is = rsm of ooncecration”. So again
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in 26 "the rem cf conssoration”, and 31 "the ram of consecration”.
Here then we have definite scnsecration with respect to Isrsel's
priests. This is emphasised when we ccme to the book of Leviticus,
and we are told that there was the literal fulfilment of thst
which waes commended in Excdus. S¢ we heve the stress on the rem
of consesration once more. Look &% leviticus 8. 22 "And he brought
the other ram, sazd the ram of consecrsticn; &nd Aaron end his scns
l1sid their hands upon the besd of the ram. And he slew jt; and
Hoses took of the blood of §t, end put it upen the tip of Aaron'e
right esr, end upon the thumb of his right hand, and upon the
grest toe of his right foot. And he brought Asron's sons, and
Moses put of the blood upon the tip of their right ear, and upon
the thumbs c¢f their right hands, and upon the zreat toes of their
right foot; &nd MoseS Bprinkled the blocd upon the alter round
about". Afterwards the ancinting oil was put where the blood
was, Here then we have trought before us the conssctaticn with
a view to specisl service unto the Lord; for e¢h. 8. 33 reads
thus "And ye shall not gc out cf the 3oor ¢f the tabernacle of
the congregaticn in seven days, until the dsys of ycur consecration
be at an end; for seven deys shall He z2cnsecrste you".  "As he hath
dcne this day, so the Lord hath commended to de, tc mske an
atonement for you. Therefore sha’ll ys abide st the Aoor of the
tobernacle of the zongregstion isy ani night seven 4dsys, snd keep
the charge of the Lord, that ye dis not; £for so I am sommanded.
80 Asron and his sons 1id a1l things which the Lord commended by
the hsnd of Moses. And It csme to pass ca the eighth day, thst
Yoses celled Laron end his sons, ead the alders of Isrsel”, anid

they were further drought intc the privilege of service. "And
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Aaron 1ifted up his hend sad toward the people and blessed them,...
and there came & fire cut from $he before the Lord, and consumed
upon the sltar the burnt offering 2nd the fet".  Ccnsecration
ws8 soaordingly with a view to specizl service. When there wns
s trevesty of this, & men-msie priesthood, we finid, in Judzes 17,
thet "Misah had & houss of gods, sni made an ephcd and tersphim,
snd sonssarete? gne of his sone who bazame his priedt,...And
%isah consesrsted the Levite:; end the youag men bszame his priesy,
and #88 in the house of Kichdh". We find that the wicked Jeparture
from 30d, smong thoe ten tribes under Jerchbesm, hai something
gimilar, - “Have ya not cas8t our the priests of the Lord, the
sone ¢f Aaron, and the levitses, snd have mede you priests sfter
the maanar of the nations of &&e other lands? 8o that whoScevsr cometh
60 consecrate himself (margis, "to f1ll his hsad’) with a young
bullock &and seven rams, the ssme mey be & priest of them that
ere no gois”. How deaply suggestive i8 the thcught! God had
8aid of Isrsel generally "None shall appeer befcre lMe empty”,
snd the priests perticulsrly were nct to &ppear emply. They
were to have filled hands. What £ privilege mas theirs to
come to o1, to serve ¥im , to bless the peorple! It was for
them to have s filled hend. But asould they have & conSscration
ram at FIRST?  How could we think such a thing possible?  The
rem of the burnt offering precsdss the ram of consecration, and
the bullo:k of the 8in offerinz precedes the ram of the hurnt
offsring. The si. offsring 2nd 588 burnt offsring tirst. THEN
escnsscration, the oonsecration beiang linked with 2 ram and
devosion, 2nd with the blood upon the ear tc listen, hand to

work, &= feet to walk in the way of the Lord. Immediately after
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tnis oconsecration, the gifts that were in the basket were
pregented, or at least & proporticn of them waB preSeated unon
Asron's nande and unon his sons' hends, aund waved for 8 wave
ofteriag before the Lord. Belcved friends, the lesson 1is
plein.  Ged desired a true oocupsation with the things which
were His, and it was neeiful that tnose whe zame to Yim should
be thoge who had besn clesnsed snd who wers deveted.

ey 1 just point out ere we lesve this subject frem
the old Testement, thet in £ Chrenicles 29. 21 in & time c¢f
reviving from the presence of the Lord, Hezekish snewered and
said, “Now ye have consecrated yourselves unto the Lord (filled
your hends), come neer and bring sscrifices and thankofferings
intc the houss of the Lorid". Tere we heve 8ll the people brought
before us es these to be consecrstsd with filled hands of
devotion to the Lord. An3d =mhen they had f1lled their nends,
they were able to bring further hands. 1 Chronicles 29 may &k elso
kep help ue, (verse 5).  David saye "50ld for things of zold, enad
8ilver for tnings of silver, and the brass for the things of
brass, the iron for things of ircn, and wood for things of wood,
onyx Btoues and stones to be set, zlistering stones and of divers
solours, and all manaer of precicus gtones, and marvle BYones
in sbandance. .... #h¢ theu 18 willing to consecrats his
88rvice tnhia day unto the Lord? - literally, "Who then is
willing to fillhis hand?™  David had brought meny things, whe
will oring other things? Who will fi11 the hend?  Now the next
verse explainiag consecration resds thus, - "Then the zhief ¢f
the fathera and princes ¢f the tribes of Isreel, and the zsptsins

of theussnds asd of hundreds, with the rulers of the king's work,
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offered willingly”. Thers we hsve Divine emphesis.  They
offered willingly. Phere was 8 manifestaticn of God's grscious
work.  Tney ceme with full hands, "And gave for the service of
the house of God, of gold five thousand talents, and ten thoussnd
drems, and of silver tean tHousand talents, and of bress eighteen
thousand talents, and one hundred thousend talents of iron.  And
they with whom precicus stoanss were found, gave thea to the
trsasure of the house of the Lord, by the hand of Jehial the
Gershonlte. Then the peopls rejoiced, for that they offered
willingly to the Lord; and Devid the king also rejoized with
great jcy". There i8 the definite strees, snd, in the future,
Israel %ill again have & priesthood with the consecration unto
iy for we read in Bxekiel 43. 26 "Seven days shall the y purge
the sltear and purify it; end they shsll consecrats themselves™,
or, &8 the mergin puts it, "And they shsll fill thsir hands”,

Now, beloved friends, we come to consider "Psralldsy
to-day, with thoughts con muszh devotedness unto cur 5od". I
suppose we sgree that when we were first brought tc¢ our grscious
God, we were brought as poor,%eéh worthless, coniemnad sinners, we
had nothing, we were only evil centinuelly, we were dead in
trespsssee and 8ins. God in His rich love wes plessed to
quicken us, though we deserved nothing. The parable of Luke 14
wes 1llustrated, - we were blind AND pocr AND maimed AND halt.
We had nothing to recommend us, everything to meke us loathsome to
God, 1f He had not been the God of ALL grace. How we cught to
lozthe ourselves, when we ¥e} realise that in our flesh there is
no good thing, and therefore cculd have hesn no gcod thing then.

Ne were only evil continuslly, snd the mind of the flesh wes
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enmity sgainst God. We 314 not prepare oupselves for God; we
did not look toc 304, our souls wers sgainst Tim, our actions
were against Him, we were corrupt, end did abominable things,
but God wse rizh in mercy. ¥e came with empty hands. We
cculd not give our heerts to God. It would havae been an
insult to heve cffered them. #e could cffer nothing, %od
drew u8, end our only argument wes the Lords everythingness
and our nothingness. If we thought we bad anything in ourselves
we were in measure denying Him, and if we think now that we are
anything in ourselves, we ARE denying Him. Ve were empty cf
hand, we were utierly worthless, utterly useless. ¢ha Ch hew
bountiful was free grece. Now that we have been saved, everything
is ohanged, we are & new creation in Christ Jesus. It is written,
"My son, give Me thine heert". We can give our hearts to God now.
1t i8 our privilege so to do. We csn continumlly give unto the
Lord. We are eble to present unto Him that which He will accept.
The prayer of the wicked, like the ssorifice of the wicked, is
an sbomination, but onr preyer is not an abeminstion, "The prayer
of the upright is Tis delight"! 3504 has put in us that whish we
esn bring to Tim. He hss given us new Aesires, snd we are to
present them. Surely it is nothing strange to us that we give
to 504 that which He hath given to us. We recollect Scme time
ago 2 very lesrned lawyer, objesting to that view. I suppose
his legel mind thought it strange that God should give faith, and
that then we should give to God with the fsith which He bad
given. I have aot the slightest doubt that many dear children
of God have bad difficulties at times upon this point; but the

mere we xnow of God the more "natursl" it 4 8l]l seems. If there
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is anything to be given to Tim, which is worth giving,
which 18 worth His scoepting., it must have come from Him: -
"Cf thine own have we given thee” said David. "What hast
thou which thou 4idst not receive?™ is ths question of the
apestle; - "Whe hath first given to Him®™  We must be second.
"It is more blessed to give than to reseiva”, and God will
always give more than He receives, He always has the position
of grester blessing, but He gives in order that we may be able
to give. 1 suppose even a parent knows what it is to give &
child something, and the child heppily goes forth to buy Some-
thing for the parent. Affection turns in that direction, and
our affection to our gracicus God should be cn that line.
%hatever ¥ gives us we should turn into praise snd devoticn.
We have received so much, that surely cur devotion cannct be &
8tream whish runs dry. There are winter brooks in Pelestins
that only run in the reiny seascn. The rain of God's blessing
i8 in Beason snd out c¢f sesson, snd we shculd therefore have
an cverflowing of praise continually. There are sarthly
fountains whizh are intermittent, end OUR preise often Seems
variable. But the psalmist said, "I will bless the Lgrd at
ell times, Tis prasise shsll continunelly be in ¥y mouth”. He
felt the need for £illing the mouth with praises 8o that
murmuring should be excluded, becsuss it could not even find
room.  Thus there wss a display of 50d's gracicus work. It has
been said that nature abhors & vacuum, certainly grace does.
God's grace fills His people that they might be filled with
praise. Now we want as those made near to 704 by the blood of

His dear Son to illustrate the devotion of Israsel's priests.
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We want to have filled hands, because of the (ne Sreat Burnt
Cffering, the Cne fGreat Sin Cfferingz. "None shall appesr before the
Lord empty", nees to be 1llustrated among ourselves. "What
shell I render unto the Lord for all Jis benefits to me®  The
psalmist adds, "I will take the cup of salvaticn and osll
upon the Nams of the Lori", a most striking expression. "What
ghall I render unto the Lord for all His benefits?" I will
ask Him for something more. Here is the confidencs in %od
which honours His promises and scczepts His own revelation of
His own charaster of grace. The Lord delights to be asked
to do more for His people, howbeit we mast not ask for our
own sakes, but for His glory. When ¥oses desired the deliverance
of the people, He did not say simply for their comforts, but,
"What wilt Thou do unto Ihy great Neme?™  In other words, wheress
some of u8 turn our devoticn into selfish requests, Moses turned
his requests into devotion, and thus everything became part of
devotedness untc the glory of the Lord, and that especially
engbles us to vlead with 5od and to enter into the privileges
of sunnlicaticne. I need hardly say the filling of the hand is
not merely to be at a erisis, ani not only to be when we come
to & mesting. Isrgel's priests were to have filled hands when
they began their worx, that they might always have their hands
occupied in the things of the Lori. The priest’s hands are
brought before u8 as filled, as washing, and a8 working. We nead
to entsr into thess thres aspecsts. We want to be those who are
ever bringing unto the Lord. I take it, beloved friends, that
the first parallel with the prissts 18 when a child of 5Sed

realises his position. When one realises "I have been 8saved
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bty grace", 1 take it he comes to God in & different way from
that in whiah he aeme when he felt & sinner. He comes with &

desire that he might take his priestly position. fiell, this is
consearation, if one might Bo wowd it, using on 01d Testament

form. when the believer reslises he i8 not his own, but he is
bought with a price, then the ears are for the Lord, the hands

are for the Lord, the feet are for the Lord.  Now this consecratiox
with Asron's priests wes onse, but it hsd & continuel effect.

I say "once", unless there wes a chsnge to leprosy, énd then if

304 oured, it tooz plsce agein. It is interesting to realise

that the leper who was clesnsed was dealt with in the same way,

snd leprosy pistures sin, - sin that cuts off from the preSence

of %04; end if we have at all wandered from %04, we need like
Abraham to go bssk to the plsce of the tent at the first.

%here he had a tant he hai an altar. In Bgypt he lost both.

The tent &nd the alter are together in %eneeis 13, snd trere he
called upon the Nsme of the Lord. He had to go back to the place
whers he put hie tent at the bezinning. And if we have at s8ll
departed from the Lord, we need not to be born over again, that

ijs impossible, but we must enter into the position of absolute
grese, whico reached us when we were worthlesa, and from thet
etandpoint to go on again with the Lord, and not trusting to
ourselves. I have said there sre psrallels, tut I take it we
recognise that paralleld, which are not Divinely declared to be types,
must not be forced. %e have to be very careful when we Say "This
in the Later Scrictures is like that in the Barlier 3crictures™. If

the Lord tells us so, we 8re satisfied; if the Lord does not tell us,

we do not know if there is a parallel or a contrast. There sre many
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contrasts in the two diSpensaciong} fhe principle is the smme Same
throughtyt the principle of (savereign) gracs, the principle of the Lord's
cholce, and the prinoiple of devotion uato Him, but there are appointed
contrasts, What is our positioh with Tespest to the time in

which we are now living,,- our position and condition of devotion
uato our gracious 504? I mean, has thers been & crisis in our

lives since we were quiczkened? A Purther crisis? I kaow there

are Some who spesk of a Second blessing, - some of us feel the

need for rejcicing beyond thet, even in ALL spiritual blessings

in heavenly places in Christ Jesus. We seem %o have nothing but
blessing. We look at our 1ives, and reslise that He hath been

mindfal of us, He will ba bless us, for it is Wis charscteristio to
bless, and if Hg hath commanded to bless, wheo can reverse it, -
wenderful blessing that zannot be reversed! The Lord's hand is

not eberished shortensd, He deals with ALL our nseds, ALL our emergencie
But, beloved friends, has there been reszently a srisis in our

1ives? I sm very much afraid of ths undue and human emphasis

on crises. To every belisver every day is & crisis. Zvery

day he should be going on to know the Lord. You will quite

understand what I mean. There i8 such a danger of looking to

& meeting for a blessing. Some pecple prepars for a spessd special
mission, and they fix their hopes on the mission instead of fixing
their hopes on the Lord, they rest upon some convention, upon Some
Bpecial arrangement, upon scmething, whatsver it may bs, to teke awa
the glory from the Lord. For, what 18 the glory of the Lord? His
abs8oluts sovereignty. ™I bessezh Thee, show me Thy glory". "I wil
have merey on whem I will hsve mercy". Absolute Ssovereignty, THAT is

718 glory. It is the glory of God, oftentimes, to conceal His reasor
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that
that it may be seen,/ He is not subjezt to any influences, - He Who is
over 8l1, 5ecd bleesed for ever. #s rejoice in the uninfluernced mercy,
and unslterasble power of our gloricus %o0d. You will therefore guite
enter into my thought % that we have to beware cf an emphasis on
sudden changes that are brought about, Seemingly, by sircumstences.
The Lord can work by & thousend little things. The Lord can work
in the seclusion of the home. There should be & continual crisis.
Nevertheless, do we have sny specially msrked crisis brought
£e before us in the Later Seriptures? 1 would have ycu to notice
first that every believer is viewed in Seripture as hsving died,
and his 1ife being hid with Christ in God. Every believer is
viewed a8 one whe has crucified the flesh with the affecticns
#4 and desires. To believers JENERALLY the statement ccmes, "Sin
shall not have dominion over you", and more remarkably the
apostle having 2ddressed the belisvers as those who have passed
threough suzh a crisis, tslle them to reach such a orisis, for we
real, "Present your members", and "Prssent your bodies a living
gearifice, holy, &cceptable unto 504, whish is your reasonabls
service.” 1 think these woris are sufficient to show that the
Christian 1ife is not simply one crisis, whish is sSoon &ll over.
Cn the other hand, I do find a stre®s upon crises alsc in the £4 1ife
of the earl§:g§€}oh, and en initial orisis was usnally asscciated with
willingness to cbey and suffer for Christ, testifisd by water
beptism. Yes, in baptism, Divinely appcinted, beliwver believers sat
forth their willingness tc be disciples of the Lord Jesus Christ, and
further, their desire, in days of wondrous unity, for baptism
is8 the Spirit, which was, as we know, inte one bedy, and which

was thus associated with unity snd power. THESE are days of
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word it. Let there be @ crisis now in our livea, by grace; ani
let us never go bask from the crisis, let every corisis be & stepping-
gtone to & further crisis- until in that great crisis we 8hsll be a3kan
¢hanged in & moment, in the,twinkling of on eye, at the last trump.

1 have &lready referrsd, in ose&sing, to ceriain

exrredsions wnich need pondering. Words es to full and absolute
surrender are common to-day. We have to be careful as to language
woicn sometimes vakes the plece of Seriptural exvressions, and
to ve sareful not only as to the words we say, but as to what they
Buggest to other people. I suppoce we all fesd sad when men drag
down Seripture into wrong surroundings. You take the besutiful neme
"diseciples" - [t has been made & seactarian title. But that will not
hinder us keeping the word "disciples”, yet it makes ut very guerded
lest we are misunderstood. But when men vusSe exrrecssion® which are

not founi in S2ripture, they are often ascosiatedi with their ovn

favourtte theories and opinions. The ahild of 304 should seek to
oresent his body, and to oresent his membdbers to %the lord. Ho is
no% his own. e has been bought with a prise. He should indesd

yield himself to the Lord, but there still remains the flesh, and

the Spirit wars against the flesh. The baliever's 1ife iS not

meant to be & life of peasze in the sense of an absence of warfesre, but
it 18 meant to be a life of peece in the sensSe of realisation of, and

antisipatiou of, victory, - a vastly different espect. The words,
"y ell 18 on the altar® geem¢ to ba erroneous in connection with

the earlier Scriptures. We find there that the leavendd offering was

a0t vurnt on the altar, but oaly that which was perfect end
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SuggesStive of the Lord Jesue Christ. Other expression® you may
feel it to be the Lord's will %o suifest alterwards.

Ly concern just aow ie lest we chould cauege Some who
have male & misteze in one direction to make & ~istake in the other.
fia do need to ory unto God for grece respazting this. Some
have with undue nronortios epozen of the work of the Spirit,
8nd forgotten the work of the Tord Jesus Jhrist; hove spoken of
the 1eadin~ of the Sririt and forsotten to saknowled-e the
rinfulness and weakness of the flerh, There hss been & lrck of
zonfession of sin, But we must not hesause of that ignore the
fast that as meny a8 sre led by the 8Snirit of %od they &re the
Sons of 5Sod, rnd that the Spirit helpeth our infirmitvies, anA
the Spirit of hrist dwells in His pecvle. "I1f anyone have not
the 3ririt of Jhrist he {f none of His". in like manner if any
have epozen glibly of absolute gurrender, we Should not ian revols
from this ignore the words of the Holy Seirit to whish they have
alluded, - "Present your bodies & living saorifice™.  3But it is
our privilege to be those who, realisiag we tre not our own, but
hsve ueen made members of Christ, refufe to become Servents of
men, and glorify God in our body, meking manifest that we would
do all in the Neme of the Lord Jesus, =snd that we would be those
%ho 8esk by grece to put &side natursl plescures snd neturel
choize.  ®heace come wars snd fightin:-s amony you? seys the
rpoStle. And the znswer i8 that they come of the nleesures
that wer in yrur members.  Yow 4 nortent therefore that the
members shouli be devoted unto the Lord, end that QUR plessures

tk cthould be TIY pleecuree, that we chould be ozoupie? with the
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things of the Lord, and thket we should, by grece, hate the
thought of plessing ourselves; s&tat we should please Him Who
hath chosen us, ctnd #ho/placed us, that we might zo and
bring forth fruit, and that our fruit might remain; that we
might 1ive 1lives of power, esd dlessing end victory, mainfest in the
midst of & crocked and perverse generation, showing we ere
not of the world, even &8s Christ our beloved Lord is not of
the world.

Q. The difference between priests and Levites?

A.  Priests were of Aaron's family alone, brought into
their position by birth. It wes their privilege to attend to
the sasrificees, end %o hsve the food which God had marked out
for the oriests, snd to receive & tenth from all the tithes.

The Levites were the trite that wes merked off %o s£8sist the
oriests, they were given to the vriests. If the priects feiled,
the Levites d4id certsin portions of the work, &8 in the days of
Hezekiah, when they were more upright in heart then the priests.
On the other hend theirs was not to eat the shewbresd, theirs
was not to go into the tebernszle to minister, they were not to
80 in o See whether the holy thing8 were covered: their work
wes rather the service of the people, &nd essisting {n che
mecshanicel srrangements; whereus Asron's femily re-resented
lsrael worshipping before Sod. The priest's lot wes to

burn ince:se. “he priest's lot wes to go in, having wetbad

&t the laver, to God’'s hLouss. he Levite did not wash in the

seme way, The Levite did not go intoc God's house. He wes 1in
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measure in between the peonle and the priests, ozcunied in the
necestery detsils end arrangements,

fie are the Ierael of %04, in tht es we are & holy nation,
we £re joined to the Lord, which is the word "Levite", we are s
kingdom of oriests, w;::ﬁn“ the High Friest. %e want to

rejoice in €11 the four nrresio s niatures. 48 4re rich beyond

all counting.





