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Cur subjest, beloved friends, this evening is "Petience”
a Aeeply important subjest, and more easy to handle in & meeting
then to illustrate in & 1ife; but I sur trust that by the zrace of
501 there may be practicsl effects of our gsthering together. ¥e
wsnt 8t the outset to understsni what patience is. Then we shall
feek to find some exsmples of pstience. The first ocaurrence of
the word pa "patience” ¢8 in Luke 8. 15, and this passage illustrates
its meaning most slearly. "But as to that which is in the
menifestly~-zo0d ground, - these mres the onas who sre of such a
kind that in a heart bpeautiful and good, having heard the word
they hold it fast and besr fruit in PATIBNCE"- "in patient
remeining under®™, as the werd is leterally. So our earliest
passage tases8 me to the derivaticn of the term. "Patience" is
& compcund, and it needs a blending together of various graces
to cosuse 148 exercise. The first pasrt of the word signifies
"under”, the second part "remaining”, - "remsining under".  THAT
is the 1i6eral meaning of the werd. THAT is patience. Thersfore
patience 18 2 grace we shsll nct be sble to exerciss when we
reach the glory. Then we shall be exelted 6VSR. There are many
things that we shall be enabled to do in thet Asy whiah we cannot

10 in this dey, but there sre some things of this dsy whizh we
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shall not be able to illustrate in that day, KOW is our only
opportunity for faith. Then it will be sight. NOW is our only
opportunity for longsuffering and patience. I 1ike to know this,
that the word 3e "remaining under” contains three thoughts, -
"remaining™ - the right time, "under" - the rgight place, "patiently"
the right manner.,  Time, place and manner - all to the glory of God.
There are eome who are willing to continue provided they need not
be under; there are others who are willing to be vnder if they need
not REYAIN, snd there arse some who sre willing to remain under,
provided they are allowed the "relief™ of grumbling. But patience
rules out this vent of an unexersised heart, and thrusts eside boasting
88 well. Hare we find that wheress the rooky ground hearsrs at once

bring forth £hat whioh prove® to be unlasting fruit, the good ground

hearers bring forth fruit with remaining under. If the seed is
planted, it must grow down as well as up. It 18 prophesisd of
Israel in the future when G0d hlesses them they will take root
0#Nwards and bear fruit UPKARDS, and these words have s
Spiritual parallel in every experisence of evary growing believer.
There are some people who appear to be wery ensouraging for a
Beason, but all the encouragement i8 outside, and when you have
Seen 1t you have 8eea &ll there i8. Astually there 8hould be
the growth within, and the growth within seems to need the
emphasis FIRST, - then the zrowth without hes & resl SUSTAINING.
Seed that 18 not growing downwards 18 powerless when the hot Sun
beats upon 1t, but if there hes been first the growing downwsrds

there ere hidden living supplie® of nourishment, snd the seed

with the root lives even emid the hottest gun, - 8t lesst that
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is true of the spiritual seed with the root. The Lord's people
egre enabled Lo draw on His inexhaustible supplie® when tribuletion
would dry them up altogether. He &lways has enough to mest every
need.  [hus the good seed literslly 4id remein wnder, and it was
thus that it brought forth fruit.

Luke 21. 19 1is the next passage. "In your patiemce
po88ess ye (or"Ye shall poBsess") your Souls". The verses before
Speak about G0d's people being hated because of the Name of the
Lord Jesus, snd yet we read that "Cne hair out from their heads
8hell in no wise have perished away. In your remaining under
possess your sSouls”. Patiently and quietly weit undernesth
TILL the Lord return to give ycu & place above. James 5. 7,8 may
111lustrate.

We need not talte all the Scripture pleces where pstience
1s meationed to understand its meaning; bdut if I mention 2 few
they will doubtless call memories cf the context tnto prominenze
in the sxperience of Some. Romane 2 tells of patient continuance
in well doing. In Romans 5 we see God's people having peace
with God, and not only so, but glorying in tribulstion, knowing
that tribulation worxeth patience, and petience experience, and
experience hope. In Romens 8 the Lord's people are encouraged to
look forward for the return of their Lord, sni the apostle says
that "We sre saved hopewiSe, but hope that is Seen i8 not hope,
for that which snyone benoldeth why is he e heping? - but if
that which we see not we Hope for, along the pathway of remaining

under we expect”. In Romans 15 we read of the patience, the

remaining under, which should ALWAYS characterise the Lord's own
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dear people. Indedd so much had it charazteriseithemlezdls.ewn
that He the Siver of it, i8 called the %03 of Patience, just ss in
2 Thessalonians 3. 5 wé have the patience of Christ. 2 Corinthians
1 brings befors us the tribulation and suffering of 3od's people, and
the patience; and the 6th chapter shows us that cne mark of an
apostle was patience. Coljcssians 1. 11 brings before us that those
who were saved by grace were expected to be 8trengthened with the
Lord's power unto all patience. Patience therefore is not & Slothful
fitting in with oircumstsnces. There is nesd for & resl
Strengthening to be spiritually patient. There is nothing to
the glory of God when a person has not enough "energy” to get scrcss.
The glory &e of God is connected with SPIRITUAL victory over the
flesh, when the flesh would naturslly assert itself. It is e8sy
for some temperaments to remember to be "petient", but it is not
8 true patience unless it is the result of being strengthened
with 811 might unto thie patience. In cther words this is s
patience whish involves remeining under, when there would
naturally be the rising up, #nd when there is a resl warfars.

Hebrews 1C. 36 explains to us patience. 3hall we turn to
1t? - "Ye have need of pstiense that having done the will of God
ye may inherit the promise”. Ye have neasd of remaining under.
Just before this we read of 501's people having a better and ay
endaring sutStance. As we know thi3 18 1n heavenly plazes, but
NG¥ we have need of remaining under. Thus the thought of patience
18 plainly not only & continuance in the same position, but a
continuance amid a strain., Hebrews 12. 1 adds "We also therefore

having 8o great & c¢loud of witnesses lying sround us, having
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placed aside every weight, and the sin that is moSt arcund us,
let us run slcng a path of patience, (the race course, the
conflict course that is lying in front of us), looking off
unto the Author and Finisher of the faith, Jesus, Who for, (ani
over against), the joy lying in front of Him, patiently remained
under & cross, despising (yes#, heving despised) shame, end ig
the right hand of 504 sat down. For consider H¥im That hath
remoined patiently under such contradiction of sinners agsinst
Himself, lest ye be wesry and faint in your souls". Yere we
see thaot patience involves a quist remsining in & position of
rejection.

We have alresdy noticed James §, where we find the
patiense of Jeb, and may I remind you of the expression "The
patience linked with hope"”, bscause true patience is ZVER
recognisiag that Blessed Hope. Seven times is patience mentioned
in Revelation, - ceveral times in the addresses to the Lord's
people having charge of the assemblies; but once in Revelstion 1
we read of God's peeple being in the kingdom end patience of Fesus.
The "remaining under” whei which merked Him out wss theirs. rue,
saints sre in the kingdom, but nct in the reigning kingiom, they
are in the pstient kingdom; &ahd twice further on we read, HiERE is
the patience snd faith of the saints. HSRE %8 the remaining
under, a8 if to say it will not be IHZRE. No remaining under
when we reach the glory. In one context in Revelation 13 we hsve
the Lori's dear veople bought by the precious blced of Christ, in
contrest with Antishrist and elso with those who defend themSelves.

¥e see those who take the sword sni perish with the sword, but Here
18 the patient remaining under of the saints, They do nop stand
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up for themselves, but rather they stand up against themselves,
they are afrsid of self. Instead of passions8 thers is patience, and
80 we find the quietness of the Lord's people in the midst of &
ruined world. It is fitting that this subject should coms now,
that those who are saved by grace should be outside all thoughts
of exslting themselves and looking after themselves, ani trusting
in their own arp. FRemain under, - the Lord i8 not unmidful,
Remain under, - the Lord will protect and will have His way.

I was somewhat interested in the references to patience
in 2 Timothy. Shall we just notice them? Chapter 2. 12 - This
verSe introduces to us natience, and shows it to be the contrast
with reigning. You can often know & word by its contrast., "If
we remain under, we shall alsc reizn together with "im".  "Remadning
under”, or "Being patient” is the exact opposite of "Reigning
together”.  The next verse 2449 "If we sre disbelisving Thet (One
remaineth faithful™.  This word "Remsin" is from the same root
a8s patienss. So the Lord's redeemed remain under, and the Lord
remains feithful. Surely we cen be content to be downtrodden,
oontent to suffer 1f He remains fsithful. In psssing we mizht
Just notice that the word tc "remain" which is partly the word
"remain under" (i.e. the term "patience”) is fairly common
in the Soriptures, variously readered "econtinue", "sbide" or
"dwell”.  This word is used of the Lord's people &8 remaining
in Him, with 918 word in them. Cne wculd slmoet 1ike o hsve
taken this subjest as part of a wider subject, - "Compounis c¢f the
word # "to remain”,” we have "remaining in", "remsining on",
"remaining under”, end the simple word to "remsin" is full of

precious meaning. The Lord zalls His people away from 2 merely
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spasmodiz life. 2 Timothy 3 might next be notised. The apedtle
says in verss 1C, "But thou hast fully «s followed my teaching, my
mennar of life, purpose, faith, longsuffering, love, PADIEJT
REJAININ: UND3E, persezuticns, sufferings; what kiand of things
became to me in Antioch, in lconium, in Lystra: what xind of
persecutions I bore up under, and out from 8ll the Lord
rescued me; bdut all that wish to keep on living godly in
Christ Jesus shall be persecuted. But evil men end seducers will
cut their way forth ogﬁtbat which is worse, deceiving ani
being deszeived. But thou REMAIN." Here we notice that we have
onze more the word "remein” linked with remeininz under. You
hove known my remaining unier, Pimothy. Remsin in the things
you hsve learned. Do not desire fresh doctrines sni fresh
teschings; keer to the truth. It is interesting in this
connaztion to notice that whereas 5od is ssid to remain in
the sesoni zhanter, ani the Lord'e peopls ancouraged to remsin
in the third chapter, we have a very ssd rem8ining in the
fourth. irastus remained at Corinth. i1t is well to remain,
but it is important to XNCW whers we shoulA remein. If we
reméin in the wrong path, this is very serious. A right
position before God must be primerily emphasised, snd then &
remaining in it.

Having spokeu of the verb from wnizh "patience"
comes, I might just mention that thit ocours in Msatthew 10. 22,
"He that remaineth under until the end shall be saved”. The

centext there shows that the word "patience” or "remaining

under” will involve a suffering experience. I think we mey
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therefore, somewhat Simply draw up the idea of patience.
Petience transletes a Gresk word implying & holy continusance
in besring the worBi's rejection &nd scorning, without =
grumble, without & murmur. Patience is not merely being
apparently reconziled to one's Aifficulties. It implies
something mecre sSpiritusl thsn that. People scmetimes think,
a8 they a&s themselves word it, that they must "put up” with this
or "put up" with that, when they sannot put it down; bdbut $his the
Lord's dear pedple are to be those who reslise that when they
are down beneath trials, it is only thet the Lord's stones are
going through the shaping machinery. The stones are being made
ready for the temple, and if there 18 nct the rem&ining under,
there will ve & failure now and & 1088 in that Day, a8 to
privdleges of servige. ¥e must be patient, not only with
outward willingness to be rejected at times, but with an inward
readiness to honour the Lord in whatever He wents, end to wait
7ie bidiing. Cne delights to notice the petience which God had
to Isrsel in Numbers 9. The guiding cloud sometimes waited
one day, two dasys, a month, or & year, - however long or short
we8 the time of waiting, they were to weit, ani to leave
sverythinz in the Lord's hands. Patience, thersfore, ie not
only the opposite of rushing forward, it is the opnosite of
exalting oneself, sni seems to be 8 grace which is linked with
many other grazes.

Before we psss on to any examples of patience, may
I mention examples of IMPATISNCE? #e think of one Btriking

case in Saul.  The words were given to him in definite
instrustion that he was to wait t111 Semgel arrived; but
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Samuel Seemed to be very late, and s¢c he felt, Semuel hate
not come within the appointed time, - &nd he forced himeelf
snd offered a burnt offering. Here wes impetience. You
recollest how cn snother occesicn, he w:8 Beeking to find out
the mind of So0d through the ephod, thers wasno smswer, and he
turned to the priest snd said "Withdraw thine hand”, He would &
not wais. There are other cases in the esrlier Seriptures which
illustrate the impatience of Ssul. The Gibeonites had been
8pared, wronglysspared, but once the oath had been given to
them, there w&& no reason, no right before God to destroy them,
and Saul with his zeal for the children of God begen to destroy
the Gideonites. He wes impstient. We find how Isrsel 83 & whole
were impstient in the esrlier Soriptures. We remember how in
the wildernees they showed this impetience, becsuse they did not
reach the lend as quickly a8 they wented to resch it, though their
cwn £ineg kept them in the degert. &nd in the latter part of
Seripture we have the impeatience w even of the Lord's disciples.
#hen Ve wat refused at Samaris, "wilt Thou tbat we c¢gll down
fire from heaven snd destroy them?" Here was impstience. They
would not wait for His counsel. Peter illustrﬁtes impatisnce
in the garden, - impotience which is the exact contrast with
Revelation 13, bscause Peter having & sword uses that eword and
strikes off the servant of the high priest's ear, and the Lord
heals the man's ear giving & striking picture, for Peter was
te go forth withb the WORD of the Lord to reach men's ears:
and he used the sword on the firs% ear, and the lLord healed

to show dis love, and explain the contrust with humsn idess.
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Pleinly there we ses hurried impatienss, for the disciples hai
$8i1 to the Lord, "Shall we smite with the sword"? and baezause
He d4id not anewer them, one of them actsi quickly instead of
remeining under. So we behold Jhrist's contrasted sxample &8 a
besutiful illustration of petience. Ian ths Acts we fini that
Sometimes 5¢d's people held back instead cf going forward, but on
other occasions they were too quici. Peter felt there was Some thing
wrong only to have eleven apostles, end they filled up the
number without weiting patiently. I think the Holy Spirit
showa to us that there wse & little impstience on the Pert of Psul to
reach Beme. He cbtasined his wish, but went there as s priscner.
But we shall &l8o find on 8cme ozecacion beautiful illustretions of
retient waiting in Acts.  When the Woly Spirit closed doors,
then the disciples in Acts 16 were glad to weit the cpening
of doors,~ this wes patienne. Ah, if we do not have time %o
work it out 2t length, we shall have 8 besutiful exsmple of
patiense further on in the chepter when st Phillipni. I
Suppose Scme temperameats like to have everything settled and
carried through st once, and thers was the nsed for patienace.
We have the impatienze of the Corinthisns and of the Hebrews,
both indiceted in the epistles thst were Sent tc them. The
Corinthians wanted to reigh, they were tired of remgining
under, and the Hebrews who hed taken joyfully the 8poiling

of their zoods ncw wanted their gcods back. '"Ye have need of

remaining under" meens, you have, at present, Sscmewhaet that is the
reverss of pstience. You have & need, sn emptiness, you 8re full

up with impatience. But the Lord's time is best,
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A few words from Webrews 12 will aptly bring before us
the nature of our beloved Lord's patience, and so link together
the definition of the word snd tho examplss. We have already
noticed the exoression "Let us run with patience the rsce that
is cet before us”, end Scripturs 8448 that Chriet wes petient
unier e cross, despisinz the shame. I d¢ think we need to lsy a
stress upon this statement "Despising the shame". True patience
looks et things from %04's "abcve" standpoint. If any man suffer as
& CHRISTIAN let him not be nshamed. The Lord Jesus Christ despised
shame. 16 was shame to be tremted &5 & Romsn slave criminal, but
He despised shame. Row that wes part of his patience. If there
is anytbing cf feeling ashamed of suffering for Christ we are feeling
ashamed of Christ, snd thies is impatisnce. Whet we want by grecs
1s to despise the shame of suffering for Him, and to be havified
at the false glory of as an epparently "encoursging™ time with the
world.  We should be more rejected if we were more faithful.
Patient remaininz under is linked with e holy hcpefulness, and a
holy willingness to suffer without feeling "I suppoBe I must" or
"Whet e weariness is i1t!™  Cur beloved Lord hes showed us the
examnle of holy enthusiem emid the suffering, and this lesds us

cn to zonsider that whizh will cccupy us more fully next week,

if the Lord senablafh

nn
5

xamnles of patience”. Yes, beloved friends, Christ

18 the fullest Zxsmple, the only Perfaect #xsampls. In the wildernecs
Satan said.“Command these stones that they be mede bread;' and the
Lord Jesus waited under the sondition of being without food; He would

not hurry the Father's will. Yaa, the whole of His Rifse illustrates
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patience. For He, Who was over all, remained under end went
through year after year, year after yesr, until the sppointed time
came, and then ¥e Who could have slain His judges, permitted
to be judged. FRe,eew Who could have 1aid low those that drove the
naile through hande and feet, voluntarily went through this.
Fere wa8 pstience. Let ms repeoat 1t. Thare 18 no patienze
when we find simply a temperament of idlenees or spiritleseness,
nor i¢ there patiense when a man cannot stand up for himself,
but would 1ike to do 80 if he could. ©Pstience iS manifest when
the Lord'e people CAN do meny things, snd voluatarily refrain
for His Neme's seke. Christ could physically have done much,
yee everything; He could have altered the whole course of svents,
but He never hurried the Father's purpose, He remained under the
erose, Tbat was patience. Undoubtedly believers could scaomplish
much in &an earthly sense by 8tending up for their rights. They
would, perbaps, be wiser before men in 8¢ doing. But if men a&re
wise with a view to their generation, the Lord's people are (or
should be) wise with s view to That Day. BEvery advantasge they
gein in this day through stending up for their rightc-mems means
corregponding loss in thet dsy. The sad principle of Matthew 6
applie® "They FAVE their reward". 1f only by grece we sre free
from having our reward now, rnd from seeking anything now, - if
w8 remain under, if we are the offssonring of all thinge, i1f we are
examples of patisnce &5 well as telking sbout examples of patienze,
and all for Fis sake, - then when our Lord comse besk we 8hall
reigh with Him, we shall know what it is to be exalted with

Him. There will be a remsining, but in & very different position.

There will be s deliversnce from &ll the Strass.

Vaw 46 w.
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by the grace cof God to take ethews-ef 811 the prophets 88 an exampls
of patienca, and to take octhers of 3od4't Servants, and above all
to look off unto our belowed Lord Himsslf, and to see what
patient people we shoulid be.

The chapter we just reed (James F) seys, "BRFCRE ALL
THINGS, my brethren, 4o not sware”. An extrecriinsry passsge
1f 1t only mesnt, as meny think is mesns, - Do not uss profena
werds.  Imszine en aepostle writing to those whom he enzouraged
to be looking for the Lord Jesus Thrist, ani saying,"Before 2ll
things, my brethren, do not be prof&neﬁ Surely by the grace of
50d, those who were % in thet position would be held back from
mere profanity. The importsnt srgumsnt Seems t¢ be this,- My
brethren, d¢ not zo into a law-court to defeni yourselves}] 1f you are
afflicved do nct stand up fcr your rights, but pray instead.
D¢ not adopt the world's methods of putting things right. That
18 the precicus argument of Jemes §.  You have something ever
80 much bigher ead better. Go Btraight to the highegt court. Yeu
8re sure of & verdiet ia yowr favour there, thcugh the sentence mey
not be sarried cut at once, you esn afford to weitl waig: the
worldling cannot, if he does not get his sdventage now he will never
heve it, but you can afford tc weit. Your trials are but for e
moment.  Cur light affliction which {s but for & moment worketh for
us o farmors exceeling and eternsl weight of glory. The believer need
not trouble sbout lookinz ofter himeelf. Impetience 18 utterly
absurd 1f we believe in eternity, and belisve in the soming Bingdom of
our beloved Lord. Oh that it may be ocurs not only to talk about this

prospect, but in the power of the Holy Spirit to illustrate our

confidence in Him and His promisss.
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