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"To every one his work", Thus the Lord Jesus Christ brings before
us the privilege of His people to WORK, Laziness is never approved in the
things of God, Laziness of any kind is Divinely rebuked, "Io every man
kig work", You recollect the context, We see a man taking a far journey,
and he leaves his hounse and gives autkority to his servants and to every
man his work, and commands the porter to watoh - watch YE therefore, Every-
believer is a porter, every believer is to watech, but every heliever has
also his own appointed work, and if there is faithfulness he will receive
his own appointed erown. "Hold fast that which thou hast, that no man
take THY orown", "3Ivery one shall receive his OWN reward according to his
OWF labour”, Is not the Lord's authority definitely implied by the context
of the passage just read in ¥grk 139 HE appoints that His servants should
do their work; therefore HE i3 the Master! And can we think too much of
the Lord's authority? It is easy to speak in general of the Lord's great-
ness, but how deeply important that we should be those who are conscious,
gladly congeious, of the Lord's authority in OUR lives, "He is thy Lord,
and worship thou Him", It is true Christ humbled Himself to become & Msn
of Sorrows ard acouainted with grief, that He humbled Himself to the deaih
of the oross, but He Who thus humbled Himself was the Mighty God, and amid
811 that humility and that emptying of Himself, He was still the R Lord,

He was not addressed by the disciples glibly as

"Jesus", "Ye gall e Master

and Lord, and ye say well, for so I am", snd now raised from the tead. ang
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exalted at the Father's right hand, all suthority is given unto Him in
hesven and earth, and to His people He still says as to %he apostles of
old, Go ye THEREFORE and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them
into the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghosi", We
may not all be called to the same part of work, dut we are all called to
be with Him first and then to go forth frem Him, yet in another sense all
the while remaining with Him. The Lord kas authority, He does not only
suggest but He commands, He does not only advise, but He rules, Graciously
tender is His ruling, but it is real, We cannot easily overestimaste the
Lord's majesty., Rather we cammot in ANY wise overestimate this, His AU-
THORITY lays low fleshly pride, fleshly configence, There is s wey that
SEEMETH right to a men, Every:g% & nen is right in his own eyes, dut,
belovad friends, we sre not our own dut are bYought with a nrice, hence
the words "Therefors glorify God in your body", What a grest privilegs!
Ours is the privilege of & devoted servant, not a trodden-down subdject
but in merey united to the Lord of glory first, and then from this begins
ning ensbled and delighted to serve, Relationship hefore service! Friend-
Ship before service! I do not mean that we are to be those who level down
our béloved Lord, but it is hlessed to realize Himself has said "I have
called you friends, I call you not servants, I have called you friends, I
call you not servants, I have called friends, for all things whatsoever I
hsve heard of ry Father, I have made Imown to you", THEN He continues to
say, "The servant is not above his Lordn,

"Unity, Uniformity, and Distinctness" .. 80 is our second point en-
titled, Unity - one Lord died to save in one way those who are brought intg
one family and company, Ah, the unity is closer that that of the family,
for He died that the children of God who are scattered shroad Right be ga-

thered together into one, and His prayer was that they all might be one ang

He added "As THOU Father art in Ve, and I in Thee", Could words deseribhe
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more fully the sbsolute unity that God spproves among those who are His
ckildren, There is & unity of life, Grace has secured this, For both
He That sanctifieth, and they who are being sanctified sare all of One,
Believers ARE one., This is not simply an exhortation, this is a fact,
Grace has wronght it, No believer can say he is more belonging to Christ
than anotherr, No heliever csan say that he has a new life whichk another
bzliever lacks, One - as Gal, 3 puts 1t, ALL one in Christ Jesus, Here
is unity without a parallel, Unity which we seek to understand and illus-
trate, hut which is not dependent on the understanding or the i2lustration,
Unity of life SHOULD be followed by unity of affection and unity of doec-
trine, The Lord kas many PARTS of His doctrine, but no discord in that
doetrine, We can well understand the natural man imagines confusion, Only
today I was approached by one who hinted sarcsstically that there were con-
tradietions with our glorious God. In mercy we know there are not, and
Frowing this, by grace, we rejoice to emphasize that there should he unity
of doctrire among all the people of the Lord, Error is manifeld, dut error
1s never to be approved, Truth is one and no lie is of the truth, Belie-
vers are one in Christ, snd should SEEK to be one manifestly, The prayer
of John 17 definitely shows that there should be an intense aiming at this,
And so we pass to consider uniformity, 4 legal "act of uniformity”
1s a dangerous thing, Believers do not want a bare uniformity nor do they
want formalism, but though we sre afraid of words derived from this root,

surely our hearts feel that there should be a measure of spiritual UNI-

FORKITY among those who are "in Christ Jesus", TIrue uniformity is mani-

fest unity, and there should be a uniformity in our doetrine, for are we

not all put into the same rould, the mould of doctrine into which we

delivered as Rom. 6 words it,

were
Believers should all take the same spiritual

shape, and should make manifest the ssme characteristics, You sometimes

see one whom you have not seen befors, but quickly say, I recognize you
’

you are so like your brother., So should it be ss to the things of God when
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you see a fellow saint, there should be something about him that you recog-
nize, because he is like his brother, There should he a family likeness
among the children of God, There should be, without mannerism, 2 similar-
1ty of mamners, They took knowledge of certain of 0ld, that they had bhean
Wwith Jesus, They showed the effect of this communion, and Moses when he
came down from the glory of the Lord hed & shining face, and if we all
have spirituslly shining faces (not literally in the same way, but) with
® spiritual parallel, there will he a certain wniformity. Things whieh
are eoual to the same thing are ecual to one-another, and believers who
are identified with the same Lord skould he manifestly like one another,
Suck uniformity is undoudbtadly desirable, We read about certain in Israel's
arnies of 0ld who could keep rank, they were not of doubdle keart, There
are many believers who camnot keep rank, they much prefer to start some-
thing on their own account, There is a certain natural love for that which
1s fresh, that which has the attraction of novelty, Ploneering often he-
comes amusing, and this is the danger, But the Lord has left a certain y
rath marked out for His people and there should be a real measure of uni-
formity, Military terms are applied to the Lord's people, theough their
warfare 1s not carnal, hut these military terms imply the similarity snd
uniformity which will be a witness in a rnihed world, and make clesr that
there is a hidden working of tke power of the Spirit of God, The bhoards
of the tabernacle had a har inside which held then together but they ALSO
had four bhars outside, Some people are afreid of the bars outside, yet

these are part of the Divine appointment. The bar inside goes from end

to end, and THAT is in one sense the most Important,; but in Acts 2 the

saints had four bars outside as well as the work of the Holy Spirit, for

we read, They continued stedfastly in the apoatles' doetrine and the fellow-

ship, the breaking of bread, and the prayers! The Lord's people are thus

bound together and should be manifestly bound with a holy uniformity,



But there is an appointed distinctness, Distinetness is by ro means
discord, It may be, hut it is by no means necesssrily discord., Various
notes sounded together camse a natursally pleasant sensation hecsuse there
1s a musical agreement between the notes, It is not recessary to only
strike one note that there should be sn absence of discord, But it is
necessary to know which notes to strike and which not., Sone always find
it easy to strike the wrong notes, but the Lord desires that His reorle
should have the right unity in diversity which is here suggested, Some will
tell us that differences of opinion are like to flowers of various colors,
and thet God Who has arranged these wordrous decorations even in a ruined
earth, &ppoints snd approves such differences among His people, but this
1s Wy no means a fair argument, Diversity of doctrine must be an attack
on truth, There ARE distinctions among parts of God's doctrine, I mean
the doctrine contains many portions, and THIS my be suggested by the many
flowers, but the flowers do not fight sgainst one another, False doctrine
Tights egninst Truth, "No lie", I would repeat 1t, "RO lie is of the Truth,
Bellevers have a certain distinetness, their bodies are not the same, Their
minds are not the seme, Their experiences are not the seme., You camnot
force believers into entire uniformity as to certain actions, If you do,
you will lose & great desl, Let me make clear what I mean, One believer
Can preach upon a platform, We must not have s "THEREFORE all believers
8an preeach on g rlatform®, 1If Jou seek to force thig you have the same
ruin 8s if you tried to make the head into one large mouth, The different

nembers of the bYody work beautifully together, Enlargement of one is dis-

tortion of others ¢énd the Lord desires that His people should be it distinet

in their actions, distinet in their Spheres, but not distinet in theip

doctrine, nor distinet in their life, nor distinet in their disoipline,

nor distinet in their longing for that Bright and Blessed Hope, "7 every

man his work" comes appropriately as g néssage from the Lord with regard
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to distinetness of work,

And this leads us to 1 Cor. 12 where we find, worked out by the
Holy Spirit, the figure of the body. Undoubtedly failure has largely al-
tered the manifestation of the glory here suggested, but ruin does not
alter that which is desirable nor does weakness ninder s secondsry appli-~
cation, locally, at least. The apostle explains that there is & oneness,
and there are diversities, There are diversities of gifts, diversities
of administrations, diversities of operations, not diversities of bheliefs,
not approved by the Lord, By ORE Spirit baptized into ONE Body, In
verses 12 and 13 we have only s few sentences but the word "one" occurs
8ix times, Oneness and diversity are both important. The foot must never
envy the hand, the ear must not object to the eye. The esr cannot do with-
out the eye, nor caen the eye do without the ear, cenrot in the normal state
of affairs, The Lord csn graciously fill up vacuums, when the physical
frame has lost o menber, and I believe in days of wealness the Lord graci.
ously fills up many vacuums, but it is desirable that every saint should
be happily dependent on every other saint., Some will tell us that they al-
ways look to the Lord straight for their leading, they ignore the fact that
the Lord has msde His people dependent upon one another, I do not doudbt
that the Lord does specially lead with g directness, but the constantly
reiterated olaim, "I look to Him directly™ is often indieative of more
Pride than humhle brotherly love, Those,menbers winieh are less honorable
are nevertheless members of the body, stys the apostle, "To every man his
work™, There is no part of the human frame which we can put on one side as
unnecessery, Let it be wounded and the whole body sympathises, It may not
be in such a vitel rosition, but nevertheless it affecty the feeling of
the whole body, and Christisn fellowship should be very sensitive, There
is too little of this holy interest in one another,

There is a large amount
of spiritual paralysis among the people of the Lord, Rut what we desire,
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and that for which I hope we are continually praying, is that the Lord
will cause His people to recognize their oneness with one another, and
the need for an expression of it, so that there may he a fitting in with
one another, It is so important that the Lord's people should exerecise
APPOINTED funetions, If the foot tries to do the work of the hand, it
does not write very well, it is out of place, and 1t would become painful
to seek to turn the hends into the feet and rest ome's weight upon them,
Each in its sphere is useful, out of its sphere it may and will beaoome
a hindrsnce, I have no douht that i? the eyes were instructed by the ear
Yo cover themselves over in order that they might not share in THEIR duty,
the person depending on his hearing alone would soon find some unavoidable
collisions if he went slong a busy thoroughfare, and beloved friends, if
wWe ignore the responsibility of fellow saved ones so us, and the responsi-
bility of us to them, we shall find nany spiritual collisions, We need
one another, and it is important thst believers should come together with
this ohject in view, Every believer who remains in a System of man is a
Shief, for he is robhing children of God who have come out from the system,
of that fellowship and help which he hss a right to give, This is an
aspeet of sectarianism which is not slways realized, hut it is very real,
Believers owe responsidilities to omne another owutside the canp, and every
one who holds hack from this rendering is, though perhaps unwitt ingly,
robbing his brethren, and though there may ve within him a wish to exercise
brotherly m love there 13, alas, a manifeststion of unbrotherly unkindness
- not that a stepping forth will of itself secure godliness, Saints are
not made hy one action except in the primary sense of the word "saints",
i.e. by the scetion of the Lord, But I mean those who are manifestly walk-
ing with God in holy separatedness are not produced in a mechsnical and

quickly accomplished mamner, There must be & spiritual growth, there must
be a background walking with God,
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And thus the privilege of the "background" may come next before us.
Most people esteem the "advantage" of the foreground, It is more natural
to wish to be prominent that to wish to draw back. Some temperaments are
shrinking, but most sre self-confident, May I. therefore, suggest thst
we have overlocked the privilege of the background, Several reasons for
this deseription may come before us. The Lord promises special blessings
for background service, "Thou when thou prayest, enter into thy CLOSZT
and shut to thy door, and pray vo thy Father Thst seeth in secret, and
Thy Father That seeth in secret shall reward thee openly", He seeth in
seeret! "Thou when thou fastest, anoint thy head that thou appear not
unto men to fast", There iz & prineiple underlying this statement, nemely
that the background contains many privileges, There is much more in the
background unto the Lord thean we are apt to realize, You reecollect in the
book of ZAzeklel how we have & declaration that certain priests should
minister to the Lord, and others minister to the peovle., The public mini-
strants to the people are put SECOKDARY. Work wnto the Lord is placed
1zost prominently and this leads us to a further thought, The background
is HOT elways the background, If we take earth's standpoint it is, but
if we teke heaven's standpoint it may be that whatever is lest in man's
esteem is first, Oh how solemn to think that oftentimes that which is the
front row on earth is the back Tow in the presence of the Lord, It is
Tirst before men, and this becomes an entrancing snare, whereas that which
cannot be seen may be more devotedly unto the Lorda, Further, there are
privileges in the background because of the opportunities for learning,
It is 80 precious to be able to learn the will of God, Prominence is spt
to produsce a certain self-confidence and hastiness and lack of disciple-

ship, particularly if prominence leads to others expecting & leadership

on the part of those who heve that prominence; It is so natural when there

is any foreground Service among men, even emong the Lord's deople, to fing
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one becomes more apt to teach than to learn, and so 1t becomes difficult
to confess ignorence, and to acknowledge one's slight knowledge, This
1s easy when one is in the bdackground, There are MANY advantages, Oh
let us, in view of the Coming of our Lord not esteem things from their
earthly standpoint, but desire to know more than ever the Lord's own
valuing of all our activities, If we were to analyze our deeds, even of
professing service, how large a proportion should we find of the hay and
stubble of the fleshly zeal or fleshly routine, Only that which is from
a heart of love to the Lord with a devoted humility, which is in the power
of the Holy Spirit ean pass through the test of the fire, and bring honor
to the name of our belovead Lord,

And now we approach a cuestion that wes asked some weeks ago, What
is the sphere of brethren generally and what is the sphere of sgisters? I
need hardly say that if we may divide up our suhject first, there are al-
most infinite gradetions between the positions of different brethren
and between the positions of different sisters, Because one is a brother
it does not prove that he ean do everything which another brother can do.
"To every man his work", "are all apostles? are all prophets?" The ans-
wer is plain, No., In these days of weekness we have not certain gifts that
the early ssints possessed, Tc assume thst we have them would be to boast
of false gifts, and this would be displeasing unto Him Who is the Truth,
- brother is not brought into publicity because he is s male, There are
INFINITE GRADATIONS BETWEEN DIFFERENT CHILDREN of God, dependent upon the
Lord's tesaching snd the Lord's appointment, snd often with regard to their
natural bodies which are in His control - with regard to their 8&rly up-
bringing - with regard to their consistent godliness - nor can we omit to

8ay, with m regard to the attitude they have taken on certain weighty

matters which have been brought across their path, I do not Propose to
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deal particularly with the earlier Seriptures, I think they will corrodbor-
ate all that I hope to bring before you, but the Later Seriptures are those
which are given to guide God's deer people in the present dispensation, as
to these matters of assembly arrangement. In the epistles, with the Acts,
We see how the early church acted, Kow at the outset we notice that when
the Lord appointed apostles, He did not appoint six men and six women,
but twelve, and all werey males: likewise evidently was it with the seventy.
Thus the two classes of those who were appointed for publicity were brethren,
and He was guiding His disciples as to what they should do when He had left
this world, When our beloved Lord was raised from the dead He appeared
first to Vary Magdalene, and gave to the women & private messsge to His
disciples and Peter, but He did not eay to the women, "Go ye intoc all the
world and preach the Gospel to every creature”, He did not say to the
womern, "As My Father hath sent Me, so have I sent you", Yet they were not
put in & background position with regard to Himself, He appesred to kary
Magdalene first, but there was & distinct sphere with regard to rinistry,
and this is worked out through the whole of the Later Seriptures, We find
in the Acts the wondrous workings of the Spirit of God, We find the preach-
ing of the Gospel of the Grace of God, and addresses are &glven us delivered
by brethren in Christ, NOT by sisters, This 1s deeply important, It is
remarkable that Seripture has such a consistency, yet not remerkable, for
we expect this with our God. I wowld ask you to notice the fact that through-
out the Later Scriptures we have no evidence of the presching publicity of
women &t which many aim today, Here is an inspired book which contains
within it desceriptions of mlssionary Journeys, records of preaching, and
tells us of God's graclous work in town after town, let a passage he pro-
duced which tells us of a Successful mission by a woman eévangelist, Let &

passage be produced whieh brings before us & slster in Christ founding a
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church, or exercizing a pastoral functlon within it, Fothing of the kind
3an bYe yroduced, and thus we have a striking evidence that God mesans another
aphere, We find even that when the numbsr in an ASSEMELY are counted,
nmales are prominent, In Acts 5 the number of the MALES came to be adout
five thousand, In Acts 19 the number of the males was about 12, We recol-
lect the words used in connection with the feeding the five thousand, "Five
thousand msles, beside women and children", In that beautiful pieture of
the gathering of the Lord's people, (for it would seem that five thousand
plctures THE church, and the Bundreds and the fifties picture orderly as-
semblies), in that wondrous picture of the five thousand we hsve "beside
women and children", They are not COUNTED, but they are there, Serip-
ture never shuts out either from the gatherings of the Lord's people, but
When we have a matter of éhurch arrangement, a matter of public ministry,

& matter of church discipline, at oncs the responsibility of brethren is
brought before ua, nor is there anything in Seripture to contradict this,
Let the various Christian women of the Later Scriptures be summoned to
the memory, and let their acts of service be Tecollected, We think of.
such a one as Dorcas attending to the widows, e remember Priseilla iden-
tified most closely with her husband,
and in their house was a church oft-times gathered, Priscilla, one who
with Aquilla would lay down her neck and be willing to risk life to help
that dear servant of God, In privacy they could take an Apollos and in-
struct him in the way of God more perfeetly, bdut there is no evidence
of & man-made publicity., We call to mind Phebde, a deaconess of the churech
at Cenchrea, a deaconess, not onme who is placed into prominence of preach-
ing as at present understood, But it may be said, Do we not find certain
women teaching in the Later Seriptures? Yes, we £ind the ag

ed women in the

epistle to Titus teaching the YOUNGER WOMEN, The limitation becomes strong
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evidence on the point in question, We find in Kev, 2 "that womsn Jezebel"
whose tesching provides no model but a heart-rending illustration of what
may result when a wrong person is in a wrong place, We return gladly and
thankfully to the contrasted picture of r;l?ace snd Lois troining the infant
Timothy, so that from & baby he knew the sacred letters, Surely, beloved
friends, THIS is the place for Christisn women, ggg‘imitating Timothys
but smwmm training them, and if there was more willingness to take the
position that God had marked out, there would be more Timothys to be found
in the world today, 4 desire to trespass on some one else's responsibvility
«s the ruin of godly homes., "To every one his work". But it may be remarx-
ed in CONNECTIOK with the picture of an assenbly in 1 Cor, we seem to find
women taking a certain prominence, - What is it? Tet Seripture bhe taken
In its context, and it will meet the most careful atteniion with & response
of precious instructiveness, In 1 Cor, 11 we read that every wan praying
or prophesying having his head covered dishonoreth his head, but every
woman thet prayeth or prophesieth with her hesa uncovered dishonoreth her
head, for thst is even all one as if she were shaven, Though the context
may deal with SOME gathering, the unlimited language of this Passage seems
to decide that WEENZVER Christian brethren audibdly or definitely pray they
should remove their hats, and WHENEVER Christian women audibly or definite-
ly pray to God even in private they should have a covering updén the head,
There may be, alag, 8 difference of opinion among many of the Lord's
reople upon this point., For years however, I have felt that that 1is the
only Seriptursl interpretation of the passage, But when we go beyond in
the context to notice what kind of meeting may be included we find no evi-
dence that it is a Public assenbly, & church gathering, A fresh scetion
starts as soon a3 the church is mentioned, and as soon es the gathering
together of the church as K such is indicated,

IF this be in s gathering

it is in a small gathering, since it is not a church but something possessed

by the churches of God, for verse 16 reads,
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But if any man seem to be contentious we have no such " JUVyﬂ&/ﬂ‘ " neither
the churches of God", The word "FVV/f€/an ig vrendered "eustom", I am
very doubtful if that represents its full meaning., The word seems to sug-
gest our English "intercourse”, and I would venturs to suggest that if one
thought of this passage includes a meeting it i1s an informal one, Little
gathorings of the Lord's people, possibly in a home, involved with Christian
women praying unto God, but some at Corinth wished to pray with hesd uncy-
vered that they might imitste the male, fnphasizing what I have already
said in this matter concerning the wesring of a covering, may I point out
verse 13, "Judge in yourselves, Is it comely that & woman pray (it does
net say in publie, but pray) unto God uncovered", Therefore privacy seems
definitely included, But when we turn to the 14th chapter we are IN THE
AIDST of an assembly context, I take it that you, beloved friends, sre
sufficiently acouainted with that chapter to know this, Nesr the end of
it we read, "Let (your) women keep silence in the churches, for it 1is not
permitted unto them to spesk”, Not only are they hindred from tesching,
but from all speaking, snd even from asking questions, &s verse 35 msrks
out, It is a SHAME for & woman to speak in church, The Seripture ig definite
in this matter, thrice over in the chapter have we a command to silence,
and in each case God definitely means what He says, Thus we have estah.
lished dn impcrtant point in owr reditation, 1 Cor, 11 in no wise contra-
diets 1 Cor, 14, One deals with the "ov¥yBfémn or "custom" and the other
in an "QM/I»;W«". In a "pvsnfé/a " there m&y be prophesying or praying,
or rather shall I put it, there wes permission for prophesying or prasying
when the gift of prophecy was possessed, It ig rather remarxadble in this
connection that we find in the farlier Seriptures soms believing women
coming into prominence in acts of devotion, We think of ¥irism, of Dedorah,

and of Hannah, of Ex, 15, of Judges 5, and 1 Sam, 2, So is 1% in Luke 1
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with ¥ery, In 1 Tim, 2 we rind the Lord's arrangement for days of depar-
ture. The apostle is not desling with an "€AZAyo/An o ohurch, nor is he
dealing with a " VUV'196’°"', but desling with something distinet from both,
a "TOM0S" g place, To understand 1 Tim, 2 we must reccllect thst where
sufficient Jews were not found to form an sssembly or a synagogue, they
had & pluce of prayer. The apostle shows a parallel among the Christisns,
He saya in the second chapter, where there sre no officers mentioned, "I
will therefore that men pray inevery place”, (our casusl rendering every=-
where" veils the meening), In ¢h, 3 we have a church of a Living God, and
in 1t we find an overseer's position, but there is no oversser in chspter
2, The Holy Spirit is therefore giving further instruetion., Here we have
not & church, not a home cirele or meeting, tut & gathering of saints de-
siring to grow into e church, a " 7O7os ", what then shall be done? ILet
the wouman lesrn in silenes with all subjection., Here 1is sultable instruec-
tion for the exact eircumatunces, here is the position brought forward
clearly. But how about verse 8? "I will that MALES pray in every place
1ifting up holy hands without wrath and doubting”™, I believe that this
striking passage should be brought to bear upon the hearts of many dear
brethren in the Lord because they are contrudicting the apostle's will, He
wills thet & the males should pray, and it 1s not fitting that they should
KSEP SILENT, It is a Divine dseree, it is not merely males, or men, but
THE males, If they abstain they are rodbing their brethren, or suggesiing
that they hsve UNHOLY hands. But what can aisters do? "In like manner
also that women adorn themselves in modest epparel”, So a sister's pray-
ing in & "TOM 0 n g place, is not to be in publicity, there 1s not 4o
be & leading in prayer, but there is to be a useful humility that will

PARALLEL, 1n seceptance before God, with the brethren's service in lifting

up their hands in prayer, The same holiness can be marked on neat &pparel,
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the same devotedness can de seen in gedly dress, Believers are to be a
contrast with the world, Brethren rrsying, sisters dressed to the glory
of God, can combine together to show that the Lord is in the midst,
Seripture thus gives irstruction for EVERY possible meeting and arrangement,
and the path of helievers is clear, But it may bve said, Did not Fhillip
have four dsughters who did prophesy? Undoubtedly, but where does it say
they prophesied in public? We must not add to Seripture, it is ap easy
to "assume”, and then to oprose those who ettack our assumptions, and tell
them sre going against the Seripture, But, beloved friends, our ideas
&re not Seripture, nor are they always Seriptursl, It is inportant that
believers should have Open minds towsrd the truth and closed minds toward
8rror, only having opened mouths towsrd thaet whieh is evil, that when the
Lord gives the opportunity they may witness against it, in the humbl ing
rower of the Holy Spirit.

Q. The word "prophecy" - is it the same as our word "preaching"?

A, 1 think not, It always implies inspired speaking,

Q. I meant to say,our word "prophesying® is used to glve the meaning of
foretelling,

A, Yes, the word used by the Holy Spirit elwsys seems to involve one of

twe thoughts, either to foretell, or to tell forth with inspiration, Fever

is it used for uninspired utteranee, Consequently I do not feel that any

of us can claim we have prophecy today,

Q. I asked with reference to women prophesying,

A, Yes, in 1 Cor. 11 the Important point is that the Holy Spirit sllowed

of hoth prayer and prophesying when the gift of prophecy existeqd,

Q. That would hbe as mueh the 8ift of spesking by inspiration.

A, Yes, it does not seem thus manifested now, I am not limiting the Spirit

of God, but one never finds that those who elaim it or profess to have 1t

can be found to have it when fested by the truth, 4t least such has been

my experiencs,
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Q. Do you think it is possible for a servant to be sanctified by the Spirit
of God, and to be able to speak forth in the power of the Spirit?
A, That is not prophecy.
Q. It 1s speaking by the power of the Spirit which would be the inspira.
tion of the Spirit, surely?
A, Sanctification and growth in grace ere blessedly possible now, but
prophecy was independent of this, Frophecy was a gift, You are speaking
of graces, Graces, undoubtedly, are still present and still powerful,
and the more one grows in grace the more spiritually will that one speak,
but propheey was, to ouote from 2 Peter 1, when one was borne along by the
Holy Spirit so that everything he sald was absolute truth, so that it could
not have been saild one whit better, I pity the child of God who has elaimed
that eny address he has given was so fine that it eould not have been one
whit better,
RxkkTheddedhe point now, I did not quite follow the meaning,
€. 1 Bee the
4, You follow what I mean, I think the word "prophesy” is continually used
in Seripture for INSPERSD speaking,
Q. In John 4, the woman spoke uncommanded to the men,
4, I do not know whether we can quite take that passage as & model or
guidance with regard to the arrangement for CHRISTIAN sisters, The womsan
at the well in whom the Lord had begun a work can hardly be put in the
category of Christian sisters at that period.
8. Conversation among the sisters is commendable and used by God, 1is it not?
A. True, I do not think there is any difficulty as to that, The important
point is that the woman there shows a striking prominence with regard to
men, she SEEXS to leave all the women of the village and goes straight
to the men, This is comprehensible because of her sad previous condition
of life, and her experience before the Lord had graciously begun to work
with her, and it is indicative of the depths of sin to whieh she had fallen,
It is therefore hardly a passage to bring forward in regard to the attitude
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waich Christian women should tske with regard to their fellow believers,
Do you follow what I mean?
Q. M¥any believed as a result of her speaking,
A, The Lord undoubtedly used her words, We all feel that the Lord was
working along that line too, surely every brother who eéxperiences any sad-
ness of that fourth chapter of John, yet with the gladness which tinges
it, can see that the Lord laid hold of one of the most unlikely women
possidble, and that the sin into which she had fallen was made the back-
ground, snd in her stepping out of it her witness shone forth the more
remarkadly, Her condition was such that you csnnot parsllel it with that
of dear Christisn sisters whose experiences have been totally distinet,
Q. Did not Phillip's four dsughters speak in publicity?
4.. 1 Cor., 11 does refer to a VEASURE of manifestation in connection with
the sister rrophesying, I was seeking to bring out that there W&S No war-
rant for prominence in g CHURCH, or in a PLACE, and that in days of weuk-
Ness there seems a specidql stress on the background position, Horeover,
believers sre to be contrasts with the spirit of the age, and the spirit
of suffragetism seems to impress upon the Lard's people the need for godly
acceptance of that which the Lord ha3 marked out with respect to the dif-
ferent spheres for brethren and sisters, Wor do Christien women who are
growing in grsce and rightly treined wish it otherwise, ¥ary wishes for
pudblicity are baged upon the utierly false and ruinous idolatry of the
pletform, The platform is no better than the kitchen, (Acts 21 shows
Agabus drought for the public Prophecy even when Thillip's daughters were
Q. How about the difficulty of foreign lands where the Gospel 1§r;§:§§ﬁld
and where men sre forbidden to speak to women?

A, I supypose, none of us feel the slightest hesitation as to Impressing

upon Christian sisters that their sphere of servicéIS among women, snd
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undcubtedly the passsge in Timothy has sugrestiveness in this connection,
The elder women are told to teach the younger women emong believers, In-
deed I feel that one of the saddest signs of the days in our midst is thst
Christian brethren have too much prominence in work among women, it would
be far preferable for them to leave such fer more fully to Christian sisters,
€. Then you would agree that the women sre working "publicly" amon§e§$g§;
A. It depends on whet you understend as working publiely, I do not find
Seripture for the calling together of a number of women in & lerye build-
ing to give them a publie utterance by & Christian sister, I do fing a
gathering of saints among whom the larger number were certainly women in
Acts 12 for prayer, for the message that Feter brings, he says, God and
tell James and the brethren. It was in the house of Mary the mother of
John ¥ark, and I suppose the gathering was nearly made up of Christian
sisters, This we DO find, even as we find the e)ger women teaching the

npr gl > <. MMa :
Younger women, andAsistexs come together”to pray, It is encowraging when
sisters come together that one may help others in the things of the Lord,
when one is sn older believer may train the younger Christisn women in
the things of the Lord, and when these rejoice in such guldsnce, Koreover,
1t is delightful to find Christian wouen who are like Priscills and adble
to work with Aquilla in the helping of Apollos privately, It is delight-
ful to find those who can be privileged like the women on the resurrection
morn to have a message of encouragenent, and who sre belleving when “rathren
were so unbelieving, halting, and holdirg back, I have not one word to
8y against these things, but I cunnot find anything in thenm of, for ex-
ample, a woman giving a public open sir sddress or s woman holding a special

series of meetings, There is no parallel hetween the two,

Q. You have the women meeting for prayer, do you not, in s publie place-

riverside?®

A, We have some Jewish women who were gathered at a blace for prayer in
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Philippi, We are not told exactly what happened there, but there is I
think no suggestion of a publie preaching to the unsaved, they did not
even know selvstion themselves, 1111 the Lord opened the hesrt of Lydia,
Q. Ko, hut the point is that the woman who was ssved presched to the women
who were not saved, in the same way thet the prescher would preach to e
mixed multitude,
4, A vast difference depends on what you mean by the word "Preaching" and
"the sume way an", The word "preaching" is somewhat vague, and the words
"The same wsy «s8" are still more vugue,
Q. According ss the Goépel was preached in the early church by the brethren
and by the twelve apostles,
A, Do you mean, For example, that as Paul went into the market place to
hold forth the Gospel of the grace of God, Christian women should go into
shops where there are women mainly, and hold forth the Gospel of the grace
of God there?
Q. That would be one way to put my cuestion, yes.
4, I Co not know that there is Seripture to suggest this in the gererel
way, If a Christian sister is purchasing anything in a shop she may get
an opportunity to speak for her Lord, and mey also seek private conversa-
tions with women who have cthsr shops: but Sceripture is cautious s8 to what
sisters should have certsin privileges, even a3 it is cautious &s to brethren,
Q. I would rather put the question thus - Where there are hundreds of
women employed and an opportunity is given for somebody to go down &nd
proclsim the Gospel, should it bde & sister?
A, You mean, for exaYmple, in a young women's workroom? I think that a
grave mistake is often made when Christisn brethren rush into such oppor-

tunities - & grave mistske is often m&de. I think they are unwise, I am
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not sure if Seripture does not rather suggest thet the way to reach women
is not in the mass but rather individually through Christian women. I am
not sure that we get any Seripiure for Christisn ladiles taking too mueh
of mass meeting work even of such a character, The Lord sesms to work
differently among male and female oftentimes, and I ¥ helleve that there
would have been far more encouragements spiritually if the work among the
m&les had been more dorie in mass (as well as individually) snd the work
smong femzles had been more done by Christian ladies individually I THINK
the Lord shows differsnces of tempeé&ent, differences of corndition, But
on the other hand this point is ouite distinet from any publicity of general
Preaching,
Q. Tas there a mistake in Acte when the apostle spake to women?
A, In hets 167 I think not, The apostle went out to the synagogue, or
rather as there was no synagogue to the place of prayer, and nsturslly he
spoke to those who were there, There were & few Christian brethren in
Philippi., ZILuke was ameng them, they went down, Secondly, the gathering
wsg & gathering in which both males and femsales were present, snd it was
nstural to say a few words, when they hed come to the only worshippers in
the town., But thess circumstances are quite distinet from those e of
Christian sisters seeking out pudbliec opportunities of Christisn werk among
women, If we use God's words aright, we shall experience their precious
fulness of application, and suitabilidy to all our nseds, as we enjoy the
humbl ing guidance of the Holy Spirit,
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