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L5 RICHES OF THE IORD, AND OF HIS REDERMED

Outline:~
1, "He was rich",
2, "He became poox'",
3, "In Him dwelleth all the fulness of the
_ Godhead,
4, "Out of His fullness heve ALL we xreceived".
5« "All cre yours',
6. "In everything give thanks, and other
Inferences,

Our subject, this evening, beloved friends, is "The
Riches of the Lord, and of His redeemed", A subject intensely
devotional and intensely practical. e, cre, as you lnow, when
gathered cround the Scriptures here, désirous of pondering to-
gether ony subject from the word of truth vhich anyone roy desire;
but it is a joy that all the subjects are not exactly the sanme,

I mean not exactly of the some nature, If some are more intensely
microgcopic of speecial words, others have a general relationship
to wide principles, If some subjects are those about which there
are sad differences of opiniocn, others .re thosé about which. there
is wnanimity of belief among many who love the Lord Jesus, at
least o waninity of belief in the hepd, but oh that truth may lay
hold of our hearts and be expressed in our lives, Moy I illustrete
what I meon? If the subject of the Deity of the Lord Jesus were
brought up, we should all be of one mind that He was vexry God,

but there is a vast difference between this head-belief, and the
heart~renlization that Christ is God, for the heart-realization
brings us dowa to the dust in confe351on of our ovm listlessness
wher we think of Him Who wes God, Who took upon Him the form of &
pervant, ond we who were dead crentures dared to pride ourselves
upon our obilities and our arrongements, or our 'anything'!, where-
ag we have nothing, and are nothing EXCEPT as we have taceived
groce,

Need I sy that our subject this evening must necessar-
ily be linked with the Deity of our beloved Loxd, of which we
nave just been speaking, for if we refer to His "riches" in the
wordsof 2 Cor. 8.9 we testify that HE WAS RICH, essentinlly rich!
You Imow the whole verse: it needs an emphasis in every believing
life, -~ "Jor ye recognize,(or "recognize ye" ~ a command) the
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grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that beccuse of you He became poor,
beingessentially rich, in order thot ye, by the poverty of Thot
One, might be fixedly rich", He was rich, essentinlly rich, as we
read elsevhere (in Philemon 2) of Christ BEING in the foxm.of Cod.
For "In the beginning WAS the Word and the Word wes with God, and
the Word was God", He wos rich, rich as the One Who is over all,
God blessed for ever, rich in that Fe was upholding all things by
the wortd of His power, rich in it e wns the acknowledged One of
all angelic powers that had net follen, rich in that He was the
One in the bosom of the Father in » relationship and intercourse
beyond all understending, and beyond oll language, except the
lenguage of Scripture, For, beloved friends, I feel you will ogree
with me, philosophising and reagoning ocre out of tlace when we
think of the Person of the Lord Jesus, ond His relationship with
the Father, We rather bow our heads ond worship, Here is o depth
or rather o height of mystery. Ee was in the bosom of the Fother
in that wondrous vnity end affection of our Triune God, Indeed,

in whotever woy we toke this expression, we can sey He was rich.
There was NO poverty in Christ by nature; there wos Ho poverty

of ignorance, there was No poverty of wealness. The only thing
that God connot do is He caanot lie, or deny Himself, or go
pgoingt the truth. But there was no noverty of defect, there was
no poverty spirituelly, for all perfections were found in Him

tho was rich. I need hardly say that He hod riches not only of
glory, not only of knowledge, not only of power, but of love,
because He loved His people with an éverlosting love, The Lomb's
book of life wos not an afterthought, there W08 grace from etern-
ity, Before the firgt Adam hed fallen, God had plamned a way of
salvation, for we recd of that vaich is before the foundation of
the world, ordered in oll things and sure. But though we might
dwell more upon this richness, I do nov want go fo do just now,
becouse we are about to speck of His becoming poor. But He never
became poor in greoe, He always retained His riches of love, His
riches of groce, The riches that we ccnsider first are those riches
of majesty, and dignity which He was able to lay aside, and which
He gladly leid aside for poor guilty sinners, and so, adoringly,
we pass on to our second point.

"HE BECAME POOR', The words are brief, but each one is
full, He beceme poor, ~ born not Lwapeloce, not even in an im,
but as One almost outcast ot overcrowded Bethlehem. He became poor
ond this was seen ot His birth, There was no room for Him in the



~146~

inn, FHe became poor with respect to all earthly adventages, as
men would esteem them, He had not where to lay His head. Not only
was He born in surroundings of poverty, but when He manifested Him-
self to Igrnel, and went apout doing good, still He remained the
poor and ncedy One. Agnin and again the Psalms seem to refer to the
Lord Jesus by that precious title. Ve read for example in the Mes-
signic 109th Psalm the wondrous words that Judas(end those with
him) reperibered not to show mercy, but persecuted the poor and
needy :on, that he might even slay the broken in heart, Our be-
loved Lord wes the Poor and Needy One., Agoin and-egain such words
come toge her in the Psalms, Again and agoin we ore reminded that
David, even ag lMoses, spoke concerning Him, Yea, there wes never

o time in our beloved Lord's life when He wng surrounded by the
conforts of earth as His ovm earthly possessions. He Vho owned all
gave up all so monifestly thot we do not read of His possessions,
He went awout from place to place, owning nothing as it were. He
illustrated the precepts which He guve to the dieciples as to putt-
ing nside of gold and silver and earthly goods, This is showm yet
again with regard to His mode of journeyirg, We do not read of His
travelling upon a warrior horse, nor even upon the ass, except on
one accasion to fulfil prophecy. At other times He walked, though
this walking meant that He was weoried, and needed for exumple, to
sit on Semeria's well, or to be taken"even cs He was" in the ship,
He becaze poor, poor g3 to earthly goods, and poor os to majesty
outwardly, For, though His disciples sow Him in glory, as John
puts it, ~ "Ye beheld His glory, the glory as of the Only Begotten
of the Father, full of grece and truth", - though there was this
glory mode lmovn to those whose eyes were opened, %o others He Who
was o Living Root out of @ dry ground, before the Father, was
Nyithout form and comeliness"; arfl if His redeemed beheld in Him
the blue and purple and fine twined linen of the interior of the
Tabernacle, others could only see but the badger's skins, telling
of His huniliation and strain ond absence of earthly majesty and
grondenr, It is indeed remerkable that our beloved Lord should
thus becore 8o absolutely poor that men who were subject to Him
mocked Him, epat ot Him, insulfed Him, condemned Him, He, Who will
judge, was then judged. Verily, He became poor, He, Vho will tread
His enemies beneath His feet, was then trodden, How striking, He
becane poor, He, Vho will cast out, was then cast out, The simple
words of 2 Cor, 8,9 give the key; He became poor. But if we con-
gider t.is, not only with respect to the possession of riches,

and the pescession of majesty, but also in other woys, we can see
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further illustrotions of His poverty, Further illustratione? Yes,
If He wrought o miracle, virtue went out of Him, and He felt it,
There wos & continual strain upon the Lord Jesus, as He took upon
Him the likeness of sinful flesh, ond wos made in fashion like &
man, He was plecsed to become subject to infirmities; and all
through that .life in which+He wns never weary in service, there

wag & weoarying strein, He became poor, ''e shrink from over-effort,
Ve shrink from the giving up of our reserve strength, Our beloved
Lord drew back from nothing, He became poor, The utter weckness
that often is marked in His life is brought before us .that we might
see how deep was the depth of that poverty to which in His tender
lovey. cnd compession He come down, Ile becocme 8o poor in this respect
that even the Jews seemed to suggest He looked older thon He was,
He Who had 'spent but o little over 30 years upon this earth was
addressed by them thus "Thou art not yet 50 yecrs old", .He looked
like one who bore ¢ strtin, and he 2ID Dbear it, -cistrain beyond
parallel, His visage was so morred more than any man, and His form
more than the scns of men, for He hecome poor. Oh how wondrously
He meant those words wltich express feelings beyond our comprehen-
sion, "I am & worm and no man", Beloved friends, we know thet is

¢ Messianic Psalm for the Holy Spirit so applies it, "I am & worm
and no man, & reproach of men and despised of the people, AlL .
they that see Me laugh Me to scorn, they.shoot out the lip, they
shale the head", Surely, He beccmie poor. And Pselm 32 is the
comment upon this fact of intense love. But though He become poor,
it was with an object, that we tirough His poverty might become
rich, and therefore it wos necessoxry that the poverty should become
lower than that cf the manger; that the poverty should become lower
than that of His walking up and dowa on earth, having novhere to
lay His head, that the poverty should be greater thon that.of leav-
ing Jerusalem, and going out to Bethaony for the night; that His
poverty should become the absolute poverty of teking o criminal's
death, ond more than that the absolute poverty of One Who bore
wrath, from Vhom God as it were, hid Ilis face, so that He cried out
in cnguish "y God, My God, Way hast Thou forsaken Me?! To the
fullest degree He became poor, He, “ho was entitled to all things,
gave up everything, not only in life, tut in decth, and there He was
marked out as the ebsolutely poor One, without cnything, as it
were, crushed beneath & judgment no man could have supported, when
He bare (UR sing in His own body on the tree, ns we may truthfully
say, if we have fled for refuge to laoy hold on the one hope set
before us. For though the life was precious, the life without the
death would havebecn unavailin~. It g *ie blood that moleth atore-
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2eat, and without pouring out of blood is no forgiveness., There-
fore He became absolutely poor in an absoluteness beyond all per-
allel, that we through His poverty might be rich, Hence we read
that God hath highly ex®)ted him end gave Him the Name that is
above every name, Not that God gave to Him a nature that He had
not, for He was eternally and essentiwlly God, and when He emptied
Himself Himself remained, He, the Emptier, was God, and though
He emptled Hinself of &ll glory, He could not empty Himself of
personallty. Throughout Hig life there was Godhead, though Godhead
was velled, Throughout His life there was that whlch was inexplic-
able, a8 Je said to Nicodemus, "The Son of man WHO IS IN HEAVEM",
Human language fails to grasp the wondrous blending of these two
netures in Him, Vho was at once the Child born, end the Mighty God,
But though human languege end human reasoning fail, faith realizes
that whereas He became a Man, He was, in the words of His adoring
digciple, "Lord and God", Happy are we if we can say "MY Lord end
1Y God" '

And thus we rejoice thet He was exalted, exalted in re-
surzection, for the resurrection made clear that the sacrifice of
Calgary was accepted, that the work was finished, that the precious
Redeemer had accomplished thatwhich He came to do, end therefore,
highly exalted, He was received back into that gloxy from whioh He
hed come, ~ in accord with His Own request "Glorify Thou Me with
the glory which I had beside Thee before the world was", There was
congequently a re-~ingtating, not that a new life of Deity wes adced
to Hin, He WAS God, But He was reinstated, as the cry went out
"Lift'up your heads, O ye gates, and 1ift them up, ye everlasting
doors, and the KING OF GLORY shall come in", and the question
sounds forth, "Who is this King of glory?" And to that the reply
was given, "The Lord Strong and Mighty, the Lord Mighty in battle",
for had He not met in confliot the powers of the evil one? ¥e had
not asked for twelve legions of engels, but it would seem thet de-
noniactl power had sought to way egainst Him, with such awful in-
genul*y, end Seten had come, as Christ Himself declared, "The
prince of this world oometh", But there was victory. HlE vords of
triumph were fulfilled, ”NDW is the judgment of this world, now
shall the prince of thlﬂbrorld be cast out", He completely accom-
plished thet which was given Him to do, and then returned and
heard thet wondrous Divine utterance "Thou art a Priegt for ever
after the order of Melchisedec", in accord with the Divine words
31t Thou et My right hand untll I make Thine enemies Thy foot-
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stool",

And so we realize now thet in Christ at the right hand
of God there dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily, eveil-
able for His people, I know that ere ¥e beceme Man He was God;

I kmow that when He walked this ecrth He spake of the temple of
His body; for there was the fulness of the Godhead within, but
that fulness of Godhead was not available for those who have fled
unto Him, except via death and resvrrection, "Except the Com of
Vheat has fallen into the ground ond died it obideth alone, but
if it hath died it bringeth forth muth fruit", In such precious
words the Lord Jesus enunciated the Truth, that there is no union
with Himself except through resurrection, Incernation could not
Save; 1t was & mecns toan end and gocl even His death; there is
only sclvation VIA atonement, It is the blood that maketh an ctone-
ment, and we, if we are saved, cre not saved upon any basis of
incaration without ctonement, but upoz that basis of atomement
to which incamation led. Joined with Eim in resurrection we are
made in the words of Ephesians 2 to sit together in heavenly
places in Christ Jesus, In Him dwelleth zll the fulness of the
Godhead bodily, and therefore we do not look to humen powers, we
do not look to human learning, we do not look to human arronge-
ments for the supply of our needs, In Christ is our sglvetion
and not in men, In Christ is our sclvetion and not in self. "In
Him dwelleth ell the fulness of t:e Godheed bodily", and as those
words were cddressed to the Colossim: christians beseechlng them
to hold aloof from philesophy ond vein deceit, so may the words
ring in our ears this evening, calling upon us to hold aloof
from philosophy and vain deceit, because in Christ ie everything
to meet the believers need. Let us remember that by nature we
wvere nothing, for if any man thinketh himself to be something,
when he is nothing, he deceiveth himgelf, In our flesh dwelleth
no good thing, The flesh profitetnh nothing, it is the Spirit that
quickeneth, Not by works of righteousness that we have done, but
eccording to His mercy God saved us, if indeed we are among the
called of Jesus Christ, And therefore as those who were under sin,
and undeér wrath by nature, and with & prospect of judgment, os
those who rest upon the work of Another, even upon cur precious
Lord Jesus, let us remember that only out of His fulness can we
receive @ fullneas. If we are thoge vho were worthless we cannot
have evolved a godiinpes, If we are those who were ncthing we
cannot have developed & spiritualit:, e needed and need Christ.
tle need Christ in connection with [rowth, even as we nesded (hrist
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in salvation, The Spirit of God takes of the things of CHRIST, and
never geparates Himself from Christ, and if we have indeed been
brought to the Lord Jesus Christ as our own precious Saviour, be-
loved frieads, we DEPEND upon Christ for every day of our life,
and every moment of every day, In Him there i1s a fulness that

out from ¥is fulness may we all receive, even as out from His
fulness hgve all we received. Ve have received groce inthet we
are amons the called of Jesus Christ, but we need MORE grace, and
God giveth more grace, For however so meny be the promises of
God, in CIRIST is the yea, ond in HIM the Amen to the glory of
God by us. There is no running short of Divine supplies, There

is no staying of this heavenly fulness, The widow was instructed
to gother vessels and to pour out the oil, and not till the
vessels foiled was the oil stayed, So is 1t with Christ, He is
auf“icleﬁt fulnesg for all our emptiness, The important point is
that we should have sufficient emptiness to receive Hig fulness,
THAT is the need, The woman's faith wog vast but not sufficient.
If only she had expected more, she would have received more, Ve
think of the king af Israel who smote thrice and STAYEDand it was
said, "Thou shouldest have smitten five or six times", Let us

not 1init our God, He has a fulness of riches for our fulness of
poverty T mean @ real poverty that we have, a poverty unlike the
poverty of our precious Lord, a poverty in that we are, by nature,
utterly worthless and helpless. Only in Christ is our sufficiency
ond only from Christ is our sclvation, Only as we realize more
what ia in Christ can we grow in o grace, and that growth in grace
im ever in the lmowledge of our Lord and Soviour Jesus Christ.

Out of His fulness have all we received, There is no imperfection
with the Loxd, He does not ever draw back. He supplies, He gives
that which is TRUE within, as well as TRUE without:~ there is no
mere profession of fulness - and so, beloved friends, the thought
comes to one's mind in comnection with this real fulness of our
precioug Lord, Do we avail ourselves of it? Out from the head
every member of our body is nourished and kept, and out from Christ
every stved one is nourished and kept., God may use joints and
bands, and no believer will undervelue them, but the joints and
bands whereby a saved one mey help another saved one, these things
are but subordinate, The fulness is in Christ, and the sufficiency
is from Christ, Boasting is shut out, no glory belongs to man,
everything helongs to Christ.

Hence the words of ocur fifth point, "All are yours"
neve & fulness fnodmmeh as Christ is in glory, inasmuch as Christ
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possesses everything. All things are yours, beloved friends; if
you are in Christ, You may be earth's despised one, you may
hardly knowthere the supply of your physical needs for a few
weeks ahead mey be, and whence that supily may come, but IN
CHRIST there is sufficient for every need, and all things are
yours, This takes away from us os our sixth point, ALL GRUMBLING,
"In everything give, thanks" should be & daily motto, not only
on the wall, but on the hecrt of each one saved by grace, We
heve no reason for complaint, for those who deserve nothing can
complain of nothing, If we hove anything we have more than we
deserve, and if we have everything we hove everything more than
we deserve, Aye, we have beyond things, we have a Person, and
therefore in EVERYTHING we should give thonks, for this is the
will of God in Christ Jesus concerning us, Let trisls come, they
come to us by way of Christ. God doth not willingly afflict,
There is a needs~be for every grief, :lothing happens by chance.
Let problems come, affecting us physicclly, er fincncially, or
in some other painful way, those problems are sent in o Father's
wisdom. "He that spored not Eis own Son but delivered Him up
for us all, how shall He not with Him freely give us all things"?
That possage not only implies that God will meet every need, og
He hos promised in Philippicns 4.19 but it olso suggests that
everything that comes to us is groce. e will give to us in
grece everything, This cheque of God's.love, drown on His limit-
less bank, does not mean simply that we can go to God ond ask
Him for this money, or for that phyisiccl health, "just cs we
like", but it means that He will give us everything good and
suitable in grace; ond therefore if we have & thorn in the flesh,
like the gpostle of old, we have also the words "My grace is
sufficient for thee", There is thus :ore than o mokeweight, there
is & super-abundonce of love, and every trial is mo? ¥ precious
for it mckes room for more grace, You follow what I mean, Look
at your trial if you will o8 so nany reverses, so many debts,
Well, let the trial be a debt of a thousand vpounds, God's grace
will be a thousand and one pounds, and more, Thus every diffic-
ulty but mckes a vacuum lorger, that the Lord con .and does fill,
"Most gladly therefore said the apostle, "will I glory in mine
infirmities that the power of Christ moy rest upon me", Some-
times we are too afraid of blessings. I mean we are afrgid of the
trials that moke other blessings possible. Yea, the tricls are
themselves blessing as well, Ve deSire not to be stripped, cnd
therefore we fail %o enjoy this power clothing us. We often
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Joge much becsuse we will not lose enough, and give up most be~
cauge we glve up too little. We cling to things of earth, and lose
the things of heaven, Ve snatch at that which is tinsel, and miss
God's hundred-fold. Oh, that we might look at things from the
right etondpoint, and estimaote them by the right standard. Then
shall we in everything give thonks, as we go about our daily life.
We shall not envy those who are prospering in this world., "Fret
not thyself" was the ancient messege, and "Fret not thyself" is
today's messtge, In Psalm 73 Asaph was alarmed at the prosperity
of the wicked, until he went into the sanctuary, and thither
shoufd, e saint clways go, and thence should the saint never
return, for we can live best in the world as we live in the sanctw-
uary, innsmuch as God has declared He will be a little sanctuary

to us.

So, beloved friends, we have mony inferences from the
flness of Christ, All our worrying is shut out, p1l our envy is
ghut out, oll our pride is shut out, all our scheming is shut
out; everything is shut out, except that which is to the praise
of the glory of His grace, Now I feel I have come to the
end of the address, but THAT is about all, I feel, speaking for
myself, I have only reached but the BEGINFING of the experience.
The gubject that I have tried to bring before you expresses the
attitude we should take, Beloved friends, I dare not say that my
attitude has reached this fulness, Dare anyone present cleim this
realization of Christ in this wondrous completeness? I am sure
of this that God's servant Poul favoured to enjoy privileges of
comaunion beyond moxy, would, if he had been asked & question
concerning his enjoyment of Christ, have answered in words like
thoge of Phil "Not that I have already attained, either
were already perfect, but I follow after, if thet I moy apprehend,
that -for waich I wos apprehended by Christ Jesus. Brethren, T
count not myself to have apprehended, but this one thing I do,
forgetting the thinge that are behind, and stretching forth wnto
thoge which are in front, I press toward the mark for the prize
of the high onlling of God in Christ Jesus, Let us therefore, a8
many 08 be full grown, be thus minded, and if as to anytiping ye
be otherwise minded, God shall reveal even this unto you", In
puch words did the apostle explain his Divine longings and his
Divine feelinga accounting all things but loss that he might kmow
Christ. e hove received life eterncl that we might know God, Ve
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inow Him That is True in one sense, and gloxy in this knowledge
beyond all other knowledge; but we need to grow in grace and
knowledge. The Holy Spirit worlks in the individual believer to
cause an appropriation of Chrigst., iy approprintion of Christ is
not my salvation, I mean in the sense of my further enjoyment of
vhat e is, My sclvation depends upon His work for me, and not on
my oppreciation of it, If I cppreciated it but a little, salwntion
is still by grace, But Oh thnt we might appreciate it more, not
1 0 become more saved, but to enjoy more that salvation which is
fully accomplished. It is not that we can add to grace by realiz-
ing grace, but that we can receive grace, not in vain, but to
God's gloxy, as we live in the light of abounding grace, May the
Holy Spirit toke of the things of Carist ond apply them in our
experience, beloved friends, even this evening,
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