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NO. 136. MALACHI 1III.

An Address by Nr. P. W. Kewarq,
At Forest Gate, 19th Jan,, 1914.

Our subject, dear frimds, this evening ia this deeply
ipportant ohepter. 4ll Soripture is irportant bdecsuse it 1S
Soripture; but I suppcse there are feaw chapters which have, at
least in & PARY of thoir wondrous unveliling, lived in ths lives
of God's people a8 this chapter has with the majority of earnast
Christisns. Using the word "earnest" in the widest way, wes may
be sure that most such have some knowledze of ial. 3, 16. But I

deeire that we should searoh thie evening through the WHOLE
chapter, and seek by grace to undarstand the ocontext. HMalachi is
the last of the propheta whose writingo we have in the Eartier
Soriptures. His name means "Ny messenger", and he prophooiea/ik
Greater "My Messenger". Tthe people in Malachi'e day were talkative,
and 1like moet people who aro talkative, they ooupled with their
talking - pride and sin. They 1iked to anawer the Lord end defend
themselves. This was utterly foolish, but it was quite natursl.

O how importent that we should slways know that we are wrong &nd
the lLord is right. There oannot be any doubt es to a difference
with Him. If the Lord's declaration 18 cne way aund our feelings
the other WZ ARE WRONG. Dut these people wighed to 2ofend them-
selves, and they talked S0 much that, a8 we rsad in chapter 2,17,
they wearied the Lord with their words, they professad to de

very intereated in the Mruth, like those of Isa. 58, who Sook
delight in approeshing to Uim, Henoe the Joy ¢f %hoce hers

before us - ACCCRDING 0 THEIR PROFESSION - "The Lord WHOM Y3
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332K .. The Messzanger of tho oovenant WHOM YB DELIGHD IN". They
professed so to delight, And then startlingly on that background,
the prophet sovnded forth the worda "Who may sbide the day of His
Ooming?" Beloved friends, we need tov have thie emphasigzed 4n our
experiences. 1Ihere are myriads to-day who would speak glibly of
delighting in the Lord. They need to have the truth brought to
bear upon $hem “Who may abide the day of His Coming®™ It {8 easy
to say "0, I want to Bee Him". It i2 easy to sing hymns about
the coning bask of the Lord Jesus. There ars myrisds who have
sung about Him, and who have felt sentimentsl longings toward
Him, who have never known the deep longings of a heart reached
by grese, The stony-ground hearer 18 never Baved, dut the stony-
ground hesrer has apparently a great but temporary joy, and MUCH
present dey Joy is 8iwply a superfioisl delusion., The people of
the Lord have a daeper joy. It i8 not sirply that which lasta
for a few montha, It 48 that whioh exists amid greater sorrows
than the stony-ground hearsr ocan understand. "As sorrowful, yet
ALVWAY rejoicing™, for the believer has a atrange two-f£0l4
experience. IHo realises the greatness of God, and knows Bome-
thing of a trembling at His word, yet he also realises the
preciousness of being made ABSOIUTILY near by the presiovs dlood
of Christ,

The Lord then speaks, in Mal. 3, of coming back as a
Refiner, that there may be an offering to Eim in righteousness,
He will not asoept our :;;;é;;:vv unless wa are refined., The

refining procezs 13 not pleatant, but God's furnace 18 a

spiritual necessity. With more care than a refiner He refines,
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but His wondrous oare invol¥es wondrous expsriences in the
believer's life, of the pain the Lord will osuse, or permit,

to eeparate His Own from their sina, "Then shall the offering
of Judah and Jerusalem bds PLEASANT". How presjous is thie
thought! <The Lord desires that Eis people Bhould give Eim

that which {& PLEASANT. Only vhen they ere purged oan their
offering de pleasant. But the ocontext is solemn in ite juldgment
onoe more. The longeat verae of the ohapter speaks about a
swift witnest against the sorcerers, the climax of 2in deing
"They FBAR NOT Ma, 8aith the Lord of host3". Then in amazing
grace oome the beautiful words, "For I am the Lord, I change not,
therefore ye sons of Jasod ars not sonsumed”. "I am the Lord" -
and therefore I will bring you through the f£ire and purify you
that you may offer to Ke an offering in righteocueness, XZave ws
not experiences thie? A human ownar would have osst us aside
again and again, but God besrs patiently, and spends His time
(12 I may reverently say 2o) in refining. Ke oovld make fresh
gold in a noment, yet lle is pléasod to rofine lis paople who
have 8o much evil mixzed up with the pure gold. Ha oould do

- uithout ug, but Je 48 pleased to he patient over usl And why?
He replies - "1 am the Lord”., Ah, here 13 the rasson. "Ye

8re no% oonsumed”, ye are refined; your sin ia aonsumed, there
18 pain, the live coal must toush the lip, there must de triales,
there must ds parseountions, but "Ys are not consumed", The
Lord will never blot out Hies pecple. It hath pleased Eim to

make us H{®s people, snd having loved His own Jle loves unto the

end.



4.

then on this wondrous bagkground of grece, the rebdukes
of loving faithfalness are given,- "From the days of your fathers
ye are gone away from Mine ordinancee and have not kept thenm",
Here oomes & message that sppeals to our hearts,- "Ye have gone
eway from ¥ine ordinancss” - "Wy graven statutes”, as the word
18 11terally. "RETERN UNIO MR". Ah, the Lord dasires us to be
atriotly obedient to Hie will. not with the formalism of mere
religion, not with the outward show of d18played godliness whaich
18 only oounterfeit; but with the deep spirituad delight in Ris
will whioh marks those who have besn sayed by infinite grece.
The ones to whom this message was given had RC3BRD Cod, They
hed robbed Him, not only in tithes, but in tithes and CFFRRING 8.
They 414 not give to Him that whioh they should have given.
Like those of Heggai's dsy they preferred their cisled houses
to giving up for the Lord, and they eorned theiy uoney to put

e WA sng
it into & bag,with holes, The pessego eppenle to the Lord's
pecple 8%111. "Bring ALL the tithes into the gtorshovne, that
there mey be meat in UINX house, end prove ME I pray you in tris",
I do not mesn that we have just the ssme legal arrengements which
they had under law, but the ssue principlee are undsrlying. We
ereé not under gragce that we might heve MORE for 8elf, bdut LBSS
for self. Law deals with part of self, snd the regulation of
8olf seems almost suggested., But g8race hurles THZ WHOLE and
therefors ws have NOTHING AT ALL. It 48 not thet we give the
Lord a few tenths, but #hat wo are posnessora of NOTAINI. Ws
are 8imply to have our physioal frame supported dy part of that

which is His, that we may have power in these physiaal frames
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tc please Him. 1 beBeech you, brathren, that ye presont your
bodiss a 1iving 2aariffoe. It is deeply important that we should
bring all the tithes ianto the storshouse. I mean thet we should
have the epiritual parallel of devotednesa, not £imply to bring
8cma of the tithse, &8 1t were, but %o rejeios in the Lord's own
comprobensive term. The Lord will never epprove of a gompromise.
Ho dces not desire ai'bnsnias nor s Rapphirs, To keep baok part
is dangerous, and to 4o #t vith proud borating that one gives all
13 €2304d51, O that we may indeed make ranifest bur desire to
g1ve up Lcr the Lord, to bring ALL the tithes into His kouee, not
8imply tithes of wonsy, not 8imply gifte of earthly goods. (ur
bime 13 Him, our taleat® are Bia, all that we gan do belongs to
the Lord. Briag it ALL into Iis storehouss. Ah, how often we
forgat that this passazes suggasis more to ue than 1t 414 .even in
the days of Nalaahi. People 88y, "Ah, now wo are fras from the
law”, Ah, 'ti8 not the %tithas of tho law whieh hold us: but
there are IAN TITES NOW, doar friends; you know what that means,-
TE WHOLE bolonge to the Lord, not 8ivply a tenth part, but ten

tenths. Bring all into the storshouse. "Ye are not your own,

yo ara bought with a price, glorify God in your body”. "Ye
belong to Ohriet". You &re not 3irply one who hae & privilege

of 1iving for him=el®, ani glving God & seventh part of time, and
& tenth part of money. The whole wesk belengs to Him, 4All your
powers baleng $o Eim. Bring sll into the storehouse. 4k, how
often ws ksep sScmething out-bf the Btorshouse. We do not think
of meat in HIS boves; we do not think cf being PLEASANT vnto Him,

end the result 18 ve hold beok our own bleseings, beomuss we go

our own way. We make our own troudles. It 48 true if we walk
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with God we shall heve troublee, bLut alse a fulness of grase to
mest them; and a A4fficulty when one has an infinite supply of
Btrength whxes 1t COMPARATIVELY a 1light affiiotion whioh 18 but
for & moment. The epostle entersd into the méaning of 1iving
ebove his expsrienies, snd then they could not arush him, Hs
knew what it was to enjoy & heavenly pesitien, and, therefore,
the things of earth oould not suffocete him. Bring ALL the
tithes into the storehouse: bring ALL unto the Lord, let thers
be the devotion to Kim, snd prove Eir in YHIS. e often atk

the Lord te give a blessing, we often Beck from Him some
enagursgement, but He desires to be teeted in ™IS, [here were
trhoce vho tested God in their own way, &8 we read further on in
the ohapier. "Ihose that test God", they dared to eay, "are
delivered”, Suoh provoked Eim; dut God says, In MUIS way I am
willing to be tested. In this way I am willing that you should
find out 1£ I em /11 I 3aid I will Ya. 1I% 48 not a proveoking
God to tegt Eim 4n this respect. "TRST MF IX MHIs", Bring el)
to He, bo davoted to ¥o, end I will pour you out cuoh a blesaing
there shall not be room enovgh., ZEmpty yoursal? to recaive n
blessing, and the more there 18 emptiness. the more room will
there ba for the grest overflowing bleseing. "Prove Me now
herawith 1f I #111 not pour you out & bleaging”. The Lord never
gives half-encounragements to His people who trvat Him. Ee pours
out suoh a dlessing that there is not auffisienty of room. AN,
oftentires we huve not enough veseels, snd the cil stays, Wwe
nedd “"vemsels NOT A FEW". 1f only we have a "full enptinesns”,
the Lord would grant a "full filling", and the blessing like
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Joseph'®s fruitful bough, would go over the wall, "Not room

enough to contedn 1t", then it must go olsewhere. He that
bvelisveth on ¥e, ac the Soripture hsth aaid, out from him shsll
flow RIVITS of living water. Ah, doar friends, do we not all
fall end 2alter in this raspect? We go through our daily life, we
9823 sertain believers falling short, snd we know that 004 hss
taught ws zany things, and He has graciously enaouraged us in many
ways, but Y3 ws falter. We need to bring ALL into the atorehouse.
I will loavs out the word "tithes", becmuse ALL to us means MORB
then tithos., Many there are who think that the term Ytithe” is
100 logal. Well, we will leave it oub, and without it the term
15 dtrongor. "Ering ys &ll into My storshouss, thav thera may be
ment in 8y house". The principle appliesd. The odlect must be

the glory of Gol, Tha odjeot muat de the exaltation of Him. Mest
in Hi2 house. Not 3elf, 1I1f Hophni and Phinehas feed themsslves,
the Lord will alay them. 3But 1f we give first unto the Lord, then
He will supply un with mesat in due season, Has never fails His
paople. Bread and water shall bs grantel unto thsm, not only
phy3ioally but the Bread of Lifs. and the Water of Life, -
spiritval supplies, and SUCE a blessing not room enough to

sontain 1%, To hold bask 13 to rob Him; to give up 18 to please
Him.

"And I will rebuke the devourer for your sskes”. &b,

there will be indiract bleseings, says the lLord. Hot only if

you bring will I direotly dsend you & supply from heaven, I will
open 118 very windowa; but I will also indireatly rebduke the

devourer. I will arrange that the tree 4cee not osst its fruit
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before the tire. And there are spiritual parallels to-day,
Ths Lord can, moreover, deal with our physicsl needs, and
reduce our expsnsed by rebuking the devoursyr, if we give
devotodly unto Him. We sometimes toil iu the Lord's work,
and in that night we tae nothing; but if only we are drought
to an end of ourselves, and thenh obeliently and in fellowship
with Him, let down our net for a draught, we ehall rsoeive
thes wondrous supply that the Lurd osuses oven in & fow moments.
Oh how often we go forth in our own sirengith, and we falter and
fail. But when Ho rebukes the devourer, Shea He osuses our
works to proaper. “let the beauty of the Lord our Ged be upon
us, and eateblish THW the wérk of cur nanda", The TLord oan
make the holes in the dbug, and the Lord can make the beg to
havs no holes. If only we trust Hii thers 13 suoh a vast
difference, and 1f we give up for Hiw, He will supply cur nesdi.
If we have confidenos in Hiwm He wlll dosl with all our prodlems.
1 will rebuke, - your vinea shall not oast bar fruit tefors the
time, - all nations e8hall call you happy. "The Lord BaTd TONE
great things for us, whereof we are glald.” Why shovl? we not
be glad end trust Him more?

On the oontraet we 8till find thooe who Bsy, What 1s
the profit; it 48 vein tc serve God, end vhe$ profit §a {t that
we have kept Bis ordinange? The men who Oey3s, "1 haeve cheyed the
Lord hnd it hae nct paid me", 15 {n a very wrong etate of heart.
But 12 enyons obeys the Lerd without anyf thought of gatting a
revurn fer 4¢, he will have & vaaser retuim than he oan resceive.
12 we try Lo maks s bargsin with the Lord, we ghall find it is
folly, but {f we give up all for the lord, He will eee we do
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not lask. "What profit" say these "that we have walked in
black by reascn of the face of the Lord of hosts?" "All
nations shall eall you happy" i5 the verse before. The Lord's
redoemed are not to walk i{n the baaoknees of despair, not to
walk in the blaskneas of gloom; they srs to bs those who walk
in the 1ight. What 18 the profit that we have walked in the
blackness of gloom? No profit at all. No profit. Suoh were
SEZKING an adventage, and they had a disadvantage. But if by
the grace of Gofl we give up for the Lord without asking Him
WHAT HE WILL GIVE U3 first, then we shall know what it 18 to
have &n exceeding enoouragemént., Abraham refused to receive
enything from the King of Sodom, even to & shoelatohet, begause
the Lord was $o him the Poeeessor of heaven and earth; and that
gracious, glorious Lord said, "Fear not, Abraham, I em thy
Shield, and thy Exceeding Great Reward”, and then the men of
faith said, "Lord God, what wilt €hou give me”. Ho did not
a8k fur the gift first; he trusted the Lord first, and then
the Lord gsve. And the lLord said, As the stars of the heavens
205hall thy seed be. "Lord God, what wilt Thou give me?" comse
in rightly there, but we &ust not ssy, "lord God, what wilt Thou
give me?" before we give up. There must not he the bargaining
8pirit, there must not be the walking in mimerableness and
8aying, We have "got" to §§x§§§§. ve have "got" to do that,
and #e have "got" to give up somaething elss, and ws have "got"
to lo2s eomething more. O, what & miserabdle thing 1% 48 to
be HADZ to go in the path of the Lord. How bleessd it is to

DELIGH?2., Grace does not foroe us from outside, but inolines
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from inside, The new covenant is not "1 will write My law upop the
stones”, but "I will write My law” upon the "tables of the heart"”.
30 we delight in the law of God after the inward man, and though
we realise the flesh rising up. yet wo know we are never more
happy than when we are delighting te 4o the will of Jod, and
imitate Him onr beloved sand adorable Saviour, Who said such
preocious worde, (Psslm 4C. 5,8).

I 48 in this connection that verses 18 &nd 16 otour.
"And NCW we call the proud happy”. “THZN they that feared the
Lord epake often one to enother”. Here we have the "now" people
and the "then" people. There 18 s vast diffarence between the
two., The "now" people were "presentists”, in other words
"gagulariasts”", for the world "secularist” only means one who
belongs to this age, and there are more secularists than many
think, and every one who wanders from the Truth 18 s free
thinker, but it 18 a slavery to sin. We shell find ¢the true
thinking in the later part of this 16th verse. But to return,
there 18 the contraet between the "now" and the "then" people.
the "now" people want their advantage in the present time.
NOW we oell the prcud happy. Ah, they are having their
happiness, they are proud and yet they ars deliversd, they
are exslted; and we, we are welking mouvmmfully, we have a
miserable time of 1%, - "now", and "now" i8 passing away from
u8, snd we ars "losing” the "now", Ah, there are others.
"THEN they that feared the Lord spake often one t0 another".
Their "now" was in the future, for they 1ived in the future,

they lived in the light of the glory. Juat 88 God's dear
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Bervant Hoses oould ssy "A stranger THIRE" (the name of his

scn "Gershouw") instead of "A atrangsr HERE",- for his present
H3RE ia soon to be his future THRRT, so should we live. Xoges
8poke in the 1ight of the future. The narme would not £it till
strangership was psaat, till Cansan wae rsashed. Bo our present
NOW 18 50 be our future /H3N, and we omn Speak of the prezant
in the 1light of the future and osll it "THEN". The time that
1s present is en opportunity, but in one eense its triale are
alnodt gone by to faith, for faith lives in the light of the
Lord’'s Coming. "ZH3H they that fasred the Lord spake often

ond to another"., The others were spsaking often ONE I0 ANO THRR.
¥hat a differenca batwesn tﬁo sane words used {n versas 13 and
16, ¥e have thoae apeaking sgainat the Lord, talking together
in verse 13, dut we have those speaking ons to another about
the Lord, and fearing the Lord, in verse 16. "They feared”,
that 18 the baginaing: they spake next, - "A msn to his friend”,
Here we have the beautiful thopght that when the Lord ceunses
separation, the Lord causes FRLIOWSEIP, "They that foared the
Lord apake often, a men to his friend". They had friends who
wented to hear about the truth, and thesd alons. The idea of
our English rendering "spake ofton” ia rather that they were

in s continuance of oomversation NGIIEZR. One 414 not do all
the epeaxing. Tthat 18 to ssy, BOTH of the friends wers of one
nind in the Lord. It was not that one 8aid "1 supposs I have
to put up with what this one has to say to me", but they bdoth
DELIGHTED to telk of the Lord. They that feared the Lord

Spake T03ETHIR, ond to another, a man to his friend, and
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Another was listening. "And the Lord hearkened and heard",
(kept on haarkening. kopt on hearing) "And fhers was s Book
of renembrance written dbafore Him". Ah, dosr ftiends, often-
times we have o talk together, - 18 the Boek of Remembrsanoe
taking down our sonversation? It must be 2 vast bock, but
bow meny peges dv we oooupy? Oh, how preciovus to realise that
tbe Lord kespe a verbatim report of whet His pecple 8ay whioch
pleasss Him, end though 4t may nevsr ds published on sarth,
it 12 published in heaven. It 13 written to Eis fage, in
frent of Him, Tho chronisles of the kingdom were read to
King Ahasuarus, bus the ohronioles of that Xingdom, that
Kingdon of God waich i3 not meat and Arink, but rightecusneas,
pesce and Joy in the Holy Ghost, - they are never forgotten by
our gracious and glorious God, nor will He omit to reward one
dordesai, "UHZ King delighteth to honour”, and no Hsman shall
thwart THS Xing. "The ones fearing the Lord are talking
together, a man to his friend, and the Lord keaps on hearkening
and keeps on hesring, and a book of remembrance is being
writton to His face, for the ones fesring the Lord" (this
desoripticn ocmes Liret once mora) "and the onee thinking upon
Eie Newe", - they tbought wpon Fis Name, they meditated, 4h,
do we not ell fall short 4n this? "Thome that THOUSHT upon
His Nsre". Are we sugh? The apostle eays, "If there be any
virtue, if thers be sny praiee, TEIEK on these thinge”. It
18 well to think, It 48 essier often to talk, but thess not
only talked, they thought. [They thought upon His Neme: but
the word "to think" 4s also the word "to reokon", Elsawhere
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it 18 rendered "irpute”. The thinkers of His Nsme, thoSe who are
reckoning about His Name,- what 18 the idea? Surely THEY COUNTED
ON the Lord, a® well as talked of Him. They trusted Him. They
counted on Him, and sounted on His for spiritual suocess, The
outlook was dark, but the uplook =as alwaye bright. They sounted
on His Nems. His Name never varied, and therefore they oould 1ive
above their oiroumatances. They were the "then" people, for thei:l
"now",a8 men would say, was their "then", end their "then" was
their "now”. For we are £1l ohildren of the day; we are not of
the night, nor of darkness, But the dey ie not "ndw! the day is
"THEN", Thus we have our "then" now, end our "now' then. Rejoioce
in hope of the glory of God.

And so the pausage goe® on "And they shell be Mine,
saith the Lord, in the day when I make up My jewels", - "Ly
kingly treasure" as the word §a. "They ehalllbe for Me"; and
not merely "in the day” but "for the day". They will belong to
that day. You see, they ars the people who treat ths present
time as 1f 1% wors past (except mo an opportunity for devetion),
and therefore they belong to that day. "They shall ba for Ne”,
"They ehell te for that day", not simply bdlessed in the Asy, but
they belong to that day, (of, 1 Thaess, 5), They go through this
day heppily end earneetly as ma\nd m but they
beleng to that dsy. The treasure ie in the field to be brought
out in that day. The Lord bought the earth tc display it. They
shall belong to Me, for the day that 1 am making. "This ie the
day that the Lord hath msde" was partly & dessription of the
Lord's Day; 1t will epply more fully atill to the Day of the
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Lord. "The Doy thet I am makinz” the Lord says, and this will
be the tima for the Aisplay of the psopls that E&Z-ia reking,
for we sre Hia waking, having deen aregted in Christ Jesus unto
good worze, oxr upon good works, shich God before mads resdy that
%o 6hould walk about in thsm, Let us then who are of the day
1ive in the light of the day. We are NOT of the night, nor of
the dsrknaas., m™Fherefore, awake, thou that sleepest, and arise
frem the dead, and Christ shall give thes 1ight". 'Dis nos in
this pastaga "Bhell give thee Bife”, THAY has Leen received,

The girft of God {8 overlasting 1ife. Dut there is the need for
WORR LIGHD., Therefore, let us ARISE and iive in the 1ight of
tte coming Day. Let us not be mixed up with the world, let us
not look &s the world, for we nre not of ihe world, but ws have
been chesen cut of the world., Orace has altered our whole
course, 2nd God has seved us with everlasting life, that we might
make manifest we belong to the timd when Re 18 ooming. Now is
HAN'S dey, snd we are not MIN in the mere senze of the word. We
are those who belong to God, we are those who are in Christ
Jeius., How blessed to be Bia(éfiala€> How blesized to have the

prospect!

"l will spare them". But why? Why will He be sparing
for them when He plase® wrath upon others? Baoause He spared
not His own Jon. inhe sparing of a son 18 what we would expeat.
But God 444 the UNRXPEQTHD that He might spave ue. "I will
spare them am a man sparath his own aon that servesh him", as
if to 2ay "1 will apare them ebsolutely, just &0 a man spares

bis son". But God did not spare HIS Son, because God would
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spare thoge who are made sons. "I will spars them". No wrath
shall touoh His own., TIhat day had gloom shead, dbut Hi® redesmed
will f£ind the bdrightness real,- a jJoy when thsy bahold their

Lord, and stand before His Judgnant Seat, he glories of that

Day transoond the solemnities in the sense of losses, if only

by grase w4 have that intenss LOVE of Hi® apnsaring., The
Solmeniiies are real. I do no%i%gat the solemnities with regard
to the losses will be 1f we are without & deep measure of that
love; but it % have & fulness of lcve, though we tremble in
measure $o know that we too may lose sowething, yet the bdrightness
of that Dey madesus eay in the Holy Spirit "Come, Lord Jesua, come
quiokly”; for we look, not eimply for the day, but for Him Who is
the Centre of the day. He is not cnly the Tay Star, tut the Light-
Bringer - the 3un of Rightecusness, for sverything sentres round
Christ. At the pressnt time you cannot alweys eay who af. the
Lord'a pecpls and who are not. IHEN &hall ye disoern,- diegern
botween those that fear Jod, snd those that fear ilim not; and you
will find many *ho profess to be the Lord's, and may "%a have kept
Bis ordinsnces, and walked befors Him moummfully” sounted with
_tboae that fear Him not. But those that think upon His Name,
thers 18 no doudt about their enlvation; those vho remember the
Lord, there 48 not sny queation a8 to their eternal preservation.
-Grace never lcse® the purohase of the blood of Christ, bdut the
evidense that wo are the purchase cf that Flood of Chriat 1% a
11f3 of godly living and podly leving. MNay this be our

experiange,

----------



