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ADDRESS TO PARFNTS
AND THOSE INTERESTED IN CHILDREN.
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This is a wenderful passage. How often some
of us have pondered it when speaking of the GRALE
of God to Israel. %We havae seen a beauntiful
picture of the way of salvation, - 8 twofold
picture, composed of parallels and contrasts.
Sometimes we have viewsd Issac as a picture of the
Lcrd Jesus, and have seen the belcved one, "Thine
only scn whom thcu lovest"; we have geen the
WILLING one, and we have seen hLim raised from the
dead in a figure. On other cccagsions our mind hes
been turned in ancther direction. We have seen in
Isaae the first one whc was BORN & Jew. We havse
locked rcund on & Jewish orowd, and have said, "My
friends, you all stand here living beosuse of a
gacrifice. You all descend frcm Isaac, and if the
sacrifice had not died you would not be hore. Your
physiocal 1ife depends on that ram, and our spirit-
ual life depends on the One of ‘7hom it waes &
piocture™. We have been able to say to them, Isasac
was marked out tc be slain, and therein Gcd shows
what a sinner may expeot. But we have emphasized
ancther espeot. Isaac was marked out as a BURNT
offering, but he was never offered, Man is not
good enough fcr a burnt offering. So the thought
of saorificing Isaasc brings cut at once and at the
same time {&) the obedience of Abrabam, (b) the
fact that a sinner deserves to die, and (o) the
fact that a sinner is not compstent to be a
sacrifice. Wealthy infeed is the teaohing of every
verse of Soripture. Preoicus is the fulness of
every message from our God. Furthermore, we have

viewed, and rightly seen, Abraham's own propfeoy cf
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the LorA Jesus. "Your father Abraham rejciced to
Ses My day, and hs saw 1t, and wag glad", - mo said
the Lerd Jesus. ™Rejoiced tc ses My day™. You
will observe that Abrahsm saig "My son, Ged WILE
nrcevide Himself a lamb"”, - totually the werding is
more forcidls, "Ged will prcvide Himself THE Lamb™
Aftermards a rem was found, it was "A ram", not
"THR LAMB", and when he had cffered Up & ram,
Abraham still s8i@ 1t is future, for he d1d not say
"God has previfed”, he oslled the name of the plaas
Jehcvah Jireh "The Lord will provide™ (the work was
8ti1l future) as it 1s said {not only T0 this day,
leave out the word "tc", it is 4in italics) as it ia
sald this day, In the mcunt of the Lord He shall be
seen", as if that the writer cf Genesis desired
that the words of Abrahanm might be sontinually
repeated "is it is said to-day", - keep on saying
them, said Moses, Xhe werds will oome true, In the
meunt c¢f the Lord HE SHALL BB SEEN, which 4s I
think the preferawie rendering, and in the mount of
the Lerd, €hrist WAS seen in the fulness cf time, -
predious Bacrifice in the place ¢f guilty sinners.
But oh, belcved friends, such an interpretaticn
is not my enly thought this evening. We have
rather an address tc thcse whe ars interested in
children, whether parents or not. Some have this
respcns8ibility in the service cf the Lera, It is
lmpertant, theretore, that we shculd apprcach thisg
deeply practioal and solemn subject with spiritual
definiteness. Unless ws know Christ as the
Sacrifice of Whem this paBsage speaks, we arc not
able tc understand the resl chedionge which Ged
6xpects from Him pecple: but if in merey we under-
stand the teaching whioh has alreafy been brcught
forward, we may realize in Gen. 22 one of the mcsat
remarkable passages 88 tc home-life which is found
in the whcle oompass of Joripture. First of all,
when God was plsased tc test Adbraham, He dealt with
the home. JAfam failed as tc the home. Abraham was
en this oocasicn devotedly cbedient as tc the homs,
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dbraham had nct aliways been obedient quickly
before, but had been scmewhat slcwer at first.

The Lerd said tc Abraham, Get thee cut of thy
scuntry and frem thy kindred, and from thy father's
heuse: but- he still stayed in Haran, TILL HIS
FATHER DIED. "From thence when his father wes
dead he remcved him intc this land wherein ye ncw
dwell"™ - not till his father was dead. Ve read
when he came cut of Haran, HE TOOK LOT and "they
went ferth to go intc the land cf Canaan, and intc
the land cf Canaan THEY CAMB". Nct till his
father was dead. He had been tested in the home
before, and had cbeyed somevhat slcwly. Now he is
tested in the home and chbeys quickly; and James 2
tells us that when his faith was thus made perfect
he was called the friend cf Gecd. "Ye are %y
Priends, if ye dc whatsoever I ccmmand you', -
that is thé Lord's cwn statement. Bgt, belcvegh
friends, we have ancther aspect tc-n;ght; and the
asmect is this - Ged emphasizes by this nassage &
pa%ent's lcve, and shcws His apvreval cf a .
parent's lcve. Te home i8 ?c be & C?““EG ﬁ

love. 1t is noct a. mers machine. It is % ave
the manifestaticn cf deep 1cve. I goas eptc
Purther, God has used many.thlngs in natuzeS "
give types of spiritual things, fcrtI s%piﬁig "
shall agree it is NOT that the spirituve ‘ hag

sra ocnformed to the natural, but that Gg Ry
overruled the natural tc‘give pictures ¢ d?the
spiritusl. In accord with th%s God arrangecf

1cve of husband and wife tc give & picturi L a
Christ and the ohurch. God arranged thz c1 o
parent tc a child tc give &8 picture, not ch ybut
the lcve that He has to His pecple in griég, out
alsoc & picture cf His lcve tc.His belovz 02% o
the love cf Abraham t¢ Isaac is made & %pg o
jeve of God the Father in giving up His teb: o
Son tc actually die fer sinners. If tha ;
the love of & parent toc & ohild should be Very

intense. That which Cod has marked out as &
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victure must be very wcnderful in His sight. ind
sc we have a tremendcus stress, frem this

nassage, cn the impcrtance cf love in the hcme,
and the respcnsivility cf a parent tc "lcve", the
privilege of a parent tc lcve, the nature cf a
varent's lcve. Secondly, we have lsaac ag &
beautiful example cf what a child SHOULD be.
Isasc's character threughout this passage is very
enccuraging. Firet cf all, we nctice that Ged tcla
ABRAHAM, but told nothing to Issac. aibrsham rcse
up early in the merning, tcck twe of his young men,
and Isaac his scn, and they went along the jcurney
And Abrahem told the young men tc stay behind, add-
ing "I and the lad will go ycnder and worship, AND
WE JILL COM® AGAIN TO YOU". Here is & most
delightful statement, We usuallyflock at it in
comnection with faith, and say he did nct cnly put
it "I and the 12d will gc yender and worship, and
I will come againfycu", but "WE will come again to
you". He had a ccnfident faith; bub that is nct
my subject tc-night. I am nct thinking cf the
general aspect. It seems delightful that one can
feel the wide asmect cf the manifcld thoughts cf
truth and still have a number cf OTHER thcughts cn
encther line. Sc Pull is Scripture; and the
suggestion I want to bring out here is that
Abrsham laid a great strese on hig son being VITH
HIM IN WORSHIP. I neecd hardly say that perents
should be ENOWN as wershipping cnes, if they are
born again themselves: and none can be TRUE, and
fully devcted, and faithful parents, unless they
are children of God. Parents are to understand
what worshin means, and they should have their
children with them in connecticn with wcrship.
There should be a stress cn wership. "I and the
lad will gc yonder snd WORSHIP, and ccms again tc
yeu", Let me repeat this thcught. Oh how impocrtant
it is tc have wership in ccmmecticn viith the hons,
and tc have the children trained tc regard their
parents as wershippers, and for the parenis fc
desire that their children shculd be with them in
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worship. I need hardly say that the ORDER of
werds in Scripture is inspired. I am very glad
that Abraham did nct say "The lad and I", He nut
himself first. There is no pride in a parent
putting himself first in dealing with the child-
ren. Théy must be kept in their right place. It
ig¢ "I and the lad", and an emnhatio "IY, and the
parent must be an emphatio "I" with the child. The
~parent is tc¢ train the ohild, and the parent has
this nrivilege and respcnsibility. "Let me repeat
it, the parent MUST be en emvhatio "I". the
parent must be first. It is nct pride, but an
appointed arrangement. And the wise child
welccmas it. Purthermcre, Isaac is marked cut nct
enly as one who goes with his father tc¢ wership,
but as ome whc is striotly cbedient. Ahraham T0OK
the wccd and LAID it upon Isaac, and they went
beth ¢f them tcgether. Isaa¢ dces nct speak, S0
far a8 the reccrd goes, at first. There are Some
children whc sceak nmore than they chbey. Isaac
cbeys befcre ha speaks, He harmcnizes with his
father's wish, even thcugh it means carrying a
burden. It is not an unimportant pcint, and thus
we have brcught befcre us that 4braham tcck the
weed and laid it upcn Isaac his scn It may be

we already realise that there was a wisdem in that
whioh he laid upon his scn. Uy mind at cnce
travels baok tc practical teaching, tc the type
end we think cf Him Wwhc bore the crcss, befcre He
was placed on it. But this evening we are nct sc
much dwelling upcn that precicus prastical teach-
ing which might ceoupy us many evenings, and we
ocme back to see the practiocal discipline and wis-
dom of putting the wocd upcn his son. It was'net
tcc much weight for his sen. 4 parsat is wise.
But he tock the easier things tc earry himself,
and rightly so, - yet THHY were the mcre dangerous
things, - the fire and the knife. Here is
disereticn.once more. I have nc dcubt that Isaso
was at this tima a fair egs. Thoere seems every

reascn for believing some time had passed. On the
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cther hand he is called "the bey", and there is nc
reascn fcr children tc get beyond "boyhced", WITH
RESPECT TO THHYIR PARENTS tecc scon. Some may think
they are grewn up long befcre they are. Howsver,J
weuld dwell on the fact that Issac wes prcbably
clder than the age that many would characterigze as
"boyhocd", tc suggest the COHTINUANCE of ready
cbedience. But the agse is nct given, that we may
see the fcrcefulnees cf cther parts of the subjaot
The fire and the knife, the implements of danger,
are retained by the father. At once cur mind gces
aside tc the type. We see the wrath of God, the
fire and the knifs. Wondrcusly is everything
pictured, as tc the Lord Jesus and the orcss, and
the fire and the knife were ready that when He was
laid on the orcss that fire and knife miéght meet
Him, and that He as the perfeot Sacrifios might
provide a salvaticn through the receiving cf whioh
parents are able to trein their children,

But to return. Ncw Isaso speaks, and addresses
Abraham his father. His words ars given. "My
father". It is very delightful. Prcbably the
majerity of twentieth century children would have
said, "You have fergotten something", or, otherwiss.
with blunt pride, intruded their imagined wisdom.
But 'Isaso shows & quiet pcliteness. He does not
even ask his question at first. He simply says,
"My father", and then receives an INVITATION tc
speak further. Having received that weloome he
puts his question in a most gracious way. There is
nothing harmful in pcliteness, but there 1is much
harm in the absenoce of it. And sc he usks, "Behold
the fire and the wccd, but where ig THR lamb fcor a
burnt offering?" Where® It is to HIM a mystery
He is quite aware of the fact that Abraham hag
plenty of fleoks. There is nc physical or maeterial
need for this journey without & lamb. Isasc has
been pondering the prcblem. He speaks as one whe
is a little treubled regarding it. Byerything
gseems strange to him. But instead cf criticizing
he asks a questicn in e right manner, Ee¢ makes his
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father the one in whom he confides. Ho expescts
the right instruction frem his father. Happy the
ohild who oonfides in a parent. Happy is the
parent who expeots and honcurs that ocnfidenoe.
Happy the ohild who mekes & friend, in this sense
of the word, of a parent. Happy the parent who
arrangsS himgslf or hersslf in order that the
ohildren may feel such friendship is welcomed, and
that they are not in the way. Abraham answers with
& beautiful tenderness, and yet with a dslightful
vagueness, from the standpcint of Isaac's comprehen-
sion, - answers with & gracicus prophetio foroe,
but Isaao oculd not have understccd it then, BUT
observe how Abraham direscts his son to the MIGHTY
GOD. Abraham dces not attempt tc explein 211 to
Isasc, It is & gccd thing when children ask ques-
tiong wanting tc know. It is & gcod thing when
their parents either explain, cr, having a good
reason not to explain, are CHEFRFULLY reoogn?zed by
the ohildren as wise in their silensce or their
gpeaking., Abraham refuses to explain, not bsoauss
he is quite ignorant of the will of the Lord, but
beosuss it is not the time to say ull to Issao. )
There ars gomé parsnts who answer "Do nol worry ms,
and, perheps, word their reply even more.rudsly,
“and then sxpect their shildren to be polite. Bulb
Abreham treats his ohild with thet ocurtssy which
oauges an enccuragement to the courtesy manifested
in return. We often regp what we sow 1in ouzr
manners as well as our other actions. “Yet Abreham,
though speaking with ocurtesy, "My son", at tgeNOT
gams time refuses to give information WHICH I

TEEN SUITED TO 1SAAC'S NEED. Buf he &ireots.his1 i
gon to the MIGHTY GOD. Happy the ohild who lgR% &
%o heat frem his father sometbing ABOUT. THB LOXD.
nGod will provide Himself a lembd fcr a burntmoffer;
ing". The twentieth century ohild wenld be "wiser
than to keep silent. The twentleth oentury ohild
would aither bs sullen, or would perhaps intgrjeot
with some statement as "That is no angwer". ~Bub

Isaac was wiser than those who think themselves
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wise. "Sc they went beth of them tcgether”.

Yes they went aleng, and thus they came, came tc
the place which Ccd had tcld him cf, and Abraham
built the altar, - and 1l2id the wccd in crder, -
and bcund Iseac-his scn. Net & werd is reccrded
from Isazc's lins. The beautiful chbedience cof

the Lerd Jesus shines out in type. But nct cnly
so, thcough this might cver be first, we have 13
PRACTICAL enccuragement tc children with respect
to their parents' acticns when those parents'
arrangements are ncot understccd. Abrahom did nct
give the full reascn, but Isazc had implicit
ocnfidence in his father. There are cften faults
cn both sides vhen this is nct the oase. It is
well t¢c nctice not .only the cbedience cf Isaao,
but the fact that the one whem he cbeyed was
obedient himself unte Gcd. We cannot olaim chbed-
ience unless we first render it. We cannot expect
that which honours our positicn unless we hcncur
God in HIS position. . As we aot tcward & hsavenly
Father we may enticipate there will be blessing in
cur hcme, and ohildren acting tcward us, but there
must be a ocasistency and a regularity. Irreguler
ity is the ruin of many an individual, 2s well as
¢f meny a2 home,

And sc Isaac is bcund, and Abrzham obeys up tc
the last moment. But, in Ged's mercy, the last
moment arrives, and there comes instead of the aot
cf obedience in literal death, the revward for the
act. At least God gives a cheque in werds, tc be
raid afterwards tc the full extent. God graciously
interrupts the type. It is very remarkable that
when God disturbs the type He maizes ancther fuller
type, and the broken narrative makes a narrative
which is mere unbroken, and the Antitype Whc excels
&1l the types is gloricusly suggested.

We pags, rather, tc the practiosal aspeot once
again; thcugh always 211 truth is practiecal, and
the unveiling of redempticn the basis of heoliness.
In this narrative we nctice that Ged hencurs the
home where He is hcncured. "Them that honour Me I
will honcur" is a principle which CAIINOT be changed.
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Ged is pleased te bring blessing to the family whers
He is exalted, and beth Abraham and Isaac share the
blesging. Cbserve Ged's tremendcus claim. Ee olaims
the WHCLE cf Isaac befcre He gives Isaac back tc
Abraham. "Seeing thcu hast nct withheld thy sca,
thine cnly one frem Me, in blessing I will bless
thee". Yea, most -strikingly the werds ring cut,
"Because thcu hast dcne this thing™. Thsre ars
many whc are afraid c¢f the word "This de¢". But
Abraham was nct, and the Lord said, "Because thou
hast DCNE THIS". He might have changed the type if
he had been wise with twentieth century wisdem, and
said "It dces nct matter", but hecause he was
sufficiently wise tc follow the will of the Lerd he
dared nct tc break the type, and God saw tc the
rest. Mcrecver, we find a precious indicaticn cf
the Lerd's lcoking at the heart. "3ecauss thou
hast flone this thing". "By faith Abraham cffered
up Isaao” and received his scn in a figure. Sc
wonderful in God's sight is a heart of lcving
obedience. "Thcu hast nct withheld thy scn,.thine
cnly cne frem He". Here ie the pringiple which ch
emphasizes as tc the home. The gselfish parent will
lcge & blessing. The children must belcng tc the
Lerd in the parent's definite intenticn, The
parent whc is cocupied with his c¢xr her 1oye tc the
ohild sc as t¢ withhcld from God, is comm3tting ad
rcbbery. We remember hew God hencured Elkansh an
Hannah, because that which they received they gave
The same test oame with regard tc ébraham.

IDOLATRY in the home is.a very S8ericus gin. If
anything is held back from God, if earthly pleas-
ures. and arrangements prevent the impregsivef the
thcught that the children are tc be trained %i
Lord, then the parent cannot expect gc hear e
voice cf Ged through the Scripture, In b1essin§ i
I will bless thee™, "Thcu hast cbeyed My vcice

a testimony frcm God,precious beycnd all el%ZéES
OBEYING His voice is the only thing that TL o
Him. We are nct instructed tic do what we THINK,

We are not tc pick out what we wish tc arrange,
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heping it will please Him. "Because theu hast
obeyed My vciee", Here is the blessing, here is the
enccuragement. "Beoause thcu hast cbeyed My voiae”.
Observe the tremendcus emphasis in verse 17 upen the
twefeld nature of the blessing, "In blessing I will
bless thee, end in muitiplying I will multiply thy
seed ... Thy seed shall pcssess the gate of his
enemies, and in thy seed shall =11 the naticns of
the earth be blessed, because thou hast cbeysd My
vciae". Theu AND thy seed, as in ch. 17, and thus
Abrahem becsme & blessing 0 HIS HCME. God said, "I
knew him in crder that he may commend his children
after himn". God knew Abraham, and had fellowship
with him that Abrahem might have POWER in his heme,
And the blessing came tc the child in whese life God
was put first; and the blessing came through the
child in whese 1ife Ged was put first. There are
many pavents who desire their children tc be Isnacs
through whem there may be blessing tc cthers, many
parents who wish thet their children may grcw up te
be servants of the Lerd and devoted to Him, but they
are unwilling for the test it invelves, unwilling
for the strain that it implies, unwilling for the
obedience which is included, unwilling for all thai
is mesnt in these solemn and precious and powerful
woerds, "Because thou hast obayed My vecios". Ths
game thought of preparation in the home is seen a8
to Zacharias and Elizabeth. Are we ready for this?
A home in which there is nct cbedience to the Lord
is nct fully werthy of the name. Obeying God's voiage
is - "nct withholding anything from Him". The "son”
of premise was the oclimex. If Abraham gave up the
son he would give up 811 else, and therefore the
parents are sncouraged to put Ged bofore all the
tinsel of worldly pessessicns and pleasures and
decorations. They are enocuraged tc put God first
before all the THINGS cf eerth, - "Because thou hast
obeyed My veice” - that His will may be, in the
applioation of the Holy Spirit, the controlling
power and the reccgnized autherity in the home.
Thers is nc court of sppeal from this, nor any wish



11.

nel Only thus can thers be enocuraggme_mt,
gg{yothus can tgere be the JOY in the Hcly Spirit
in the full degree, cnly thus oan there be glgrgr
untc His Name ¥hom His pecpls acknowledgeéhan sagk
view of the Coming of ¥hcse beloved Scn, ey

tc wv@lk as strangsrs and pilgrims.
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