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OUTLINE:
o By the Lord Jesus and in the Zpistles,
2, What is meant by "An holy kiss" in 1 Thess, 5:26?
%, Greetings in the market places, and saluting no men,

4,  Modern expressions,
5, The message of 2 John 10,

We are, bgloved friends, to ponder greetings, and it is well that at
the outset we should greet one snother, and welcome one another, 4 Chrise
tian's hand-shake 1is no mere formality, The very smile of his eye should
be spiritual, There 1s nothing too small for a saint, Everything shounld
suggest Whose he is and Whom he serves, How often we see the word "grest-
ings™, perhaps in a letter, yet little realize the forsce of that forceful
plural, But before we come to OUR greetings let us thinK of those of the
Lord Jesus, He never wasted words, He was always perfecot in His arrange-
ments, hut He had words of beautiful grace that encouraged, as well as words
of starn severity which humbled, - and if we turn to the Seriptures we find
His salutations, When He met the women on the resurrection morning He sai%
as our version puts it, "All Hail", but as some may know that expression
is rather "Rejoiee™, the Greek salutation, When He cams to His gathered
diseiples in the upper room He ssid "Peace", Thrice over in John 20 we have
THIS precious word of greeting, It is therefore interesting to notice that
He linked rejoiocing and He linked peace with His finished work of love, -
not the finishing of His loie, for having loved He loves, and our aseription
of praise 1s unto Him Thet loveth, But there was & finished work of love
when He bare our sins in His own body on the tree, completely and satisfao-
torily dealing with the whole action of sin and sins for each soul that is
brought to believe into His worthy Neme, so that we may have no more con-
science of sins, but realize that we can no more fall hack into mm condem-

nation thaen HE can, because as He 1is, so are we in this world, The fruit
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of the Spirit is love, JOY, pesce; and on that resurrection day He said,
Rejoice, peace, Joy and peace are linked, and we nced to enter inio the
precious words of the epistle to the Roman believ;;;'"Now tie God of pesce
fill you with all joy and reece in believing that ye mey ahound in hope
through the power of the Holy Spirit", 3But if "Rejolce" was the Greek
salutation "Peace™ was the Hebrew. "Shalom" the usual word of greeting
appropriate when we realize that the king who pletured the Lord Jesus was
Solomon, whose name means "Peace™, and that the city where Christ ghall
rule is Jeruealem "the place o2 peace”, It is deeply Interesting to enter
into the force of this word "peace’, fm A very heautiful, tuiet, and ouiet-

ing salutation,
But we pass on from these preclous greetings of the Lord Jesus to con-

8lder the greetings of the epistles, Some of them end with greetving, Al-
most all of them begin with greetings, For exqmple, Ronm, 1:7, “CGrace to
Jou and peace from God", 1 &m Cor, 1:3 "Grace be unto you arnd peace", 2 Cor,
1:2, 7Grace be to you and pesce", Gal, 1:3 "Grace Ye to you and peace",
Eph, 1:2 "grace be to you and peace", Phil, 1:2 "Grace bs unto you and
peace", Col, l:2 "Grace be unto you and peaece", 1 Thess,1:1 "Grace de
unto you and peace", 2 Thess, 1:2 "Grace unto you and peace”, 1 Tim, 1:2
fGrace, meroy end peace", Here we have then Divinely brought bhefore us

the greetings with remarkabdle frequency, and we go on with ‘itus and Phile-
mon snd with the epistles of Peter, Indeed the only exceptions are as Lhe
epistles to the Febrews, where we have rather s treatise, and accordingly
an introduction without any address, dut even thatletter ends (chapter 13:285)
"Grace he with you", and six verses earlier "Now the God of Peace That
brotght again from the dead our Lord Jesus trrough the blood of the ever.
lasfing covenant make you perfect,,,through Jesus Christ," Indeed through-
out the epistles we find "Graes and peace";vand these bleesings ocevr in
Revelation also, and there for the first time from the Spirit of God as
well, Who is descrived as the seven Spirits Which are before His throne,
This also is important, The earlier epistles mention Cod the Father and
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God the Son in beautiful harmony. God the Holy Spirit is omitted in the
greotings "FROU" because He wa3 especially viewed as working upon the earth
in sonmection with the wunity of the redaemed in the ohureh, The Book of
Revelation shows a day of wealmess, and therefore a meagsurable withdrawing
of soma of the working of the Spirit of God, and for the first time the
greetings are from Him, viewed not in the same aspect as in Eph, 4, but as
the seven Spirits which are before the throne. But bsloved friends, how
beautiful to reslize that grace is unto mw§ us, and peace; and God is our
Father, He is no longer to us a Judge, but views us in His heloved Son, emd
grace and peace ere unto us heeause the Father and the Son recognize and
welocme us, - the choice of the Father, the purchase of the Son, indwelt
by the Holy Spirit, But the word "prace” is from the same root &8s "Rejolice)
and here then we have brought before us a reminisecence of the Greek saluts-
tion, The Greek salutation was "Rejoice"., The Holy Spirit slightly varies
it and speaks of grace, and trus gledness as well, for grace ineludes Joy,
but not all joy ineludes grase, Crace reminds us of our natural eondition
and that nothing is by works, But grace also tells us, and peace empha-
sizes the thought, that we are no longer in a natural dondition.z:iiignin-
:ﬁgh!u gphere where we may REJOICE because all things are ours, since we
are Christ's blessed with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places 1n
Christ Jesus, And thus the epistles are full of greeting, I need hardly
say we feel the forece of this the more when we enter into the wondrous oone
trast between the books of the law and the epistles, The books of the law
are treatises, there sre no treatises in the ILater Seriptures of the same
character, We are not under law, We are in a law to Christ, but wondrously
God has brought us that we s&re delivered from the sphere of mere legalism,
In sceord with this contrast of books there is the ¥m ocontrast as to greet-
ings, How strange would the books of the law seem if they began "Grace bhe

unto you and peace", There would seem some thing incongruous with the whole

{dea, Law demsnds, law regulates, but those to whonm law 1s a settled matter
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nGrece he unto you and pesce" is & melodleus feet, - not only & prayer, not
only a request, - not two faots tut ore fact, for grace 1s ertwined with
peace, and peace is encircled round grece, and neither is separa®le, fhile
gpeeking of salutations we might just notice these of the angel in Luke 1,
In the 28th verse the angel came to Mery and said to her, "Hail thou thet
srt highly favoured", This hes, &s you know, been rendered "Hall, Mary,
full of grace", as if it were active; nay, 1% is passive, Literally it is
"Rejolece thou that HAST BIEN graced", one who was dependent upon grace and
needsd grace, CERIST was FULL of grace and truth, but Mary wes graced; dut
the word "Rejolce" 1s from the same rcol as "crace”, "Re)oloe thou that
hast been graced"”, - a beautiful thought indeed., 4n angelio salutation,
comparable with that of the Lord, and compara“le with that of the Holy Spirit
in the eplstles, None Ynow the fulness of Iis love! It is true that Paul
entered into all that he wrote with a holy AFFECIION, even if not always
fully UNDERSTANDIRG, I am inelined to think, in general, that the Few
Testament prophets, if I may so call them, urderstood much more than the
0l1a Testament prophets, THIS was in harmony with the character of the
dispensation, But Paul, though entering into his words from God realized
that they were an inspired testimony, and he was only @ channel and he of
expressed GOD'S love, But if he added special words of his own wishes, these
were not without inspiration, for the Holy Spirit inspired the RECORD of
his feelings, yot all the while they were words of his own heart's greeting,
vords of consciously-happy salutation. For exanple, "The salutation of me,
Peul, with my own hand, which is the toker in every epistle, so I write”,
And we find the greetings from other saints, ngpaphres saluteth you, Luke
the bdeloved physician, snd Demas, greet you'", And if we tskxe Rom, 16, we
£ind a succession of zreetings, - greet, greet, greet, Our English version
vafies monotony from a human standpoint by varying the word "Greet" and
"Salute”, Personslly I prefer sn inspired monotony, and find no monotony

in 1%, Rather is it sn inspired EMPHASIS, It is the same word used again
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and again end again, Then afterwerds we have the other side to the greet-
ings, "Timotheus ny workfellow, end Lueius, and Jason, and Sosipater, my
kinsmen, salute you, I Tertius, who wrote this epistle, salute you In the
Lord, Galus mine host, and of the whole church, saluteth you, [Erastus
the chamherlain of the city ssluteth you, and Quartus a brother, The grace
of our Lord Jesus Christ be with Jou 211,"™ Thus all these greetings from

the same root are wrapped up in a greeting from the Lord, Now it i3 interest. |
ing to see thig stress throughout the epistles, for helievers are eneouraged
to he courteous, and they are encouraged to he kindly affectioned one to
another, It is true that we are not to waste time, but there is no wasgte

of time in the right msnifestation of brotherly love, A believer who hsg
not time for Rom, 16 is hardly in a comdition of spiritual fellowship with
the Lord, I do not ssy that every epistle should have Rom, 16, Seripture
has a balanee, ost of us hecome one-sided, whereas we want rather to get
inside the Seriptures, snd then, by grace, enter into their full orb and
11lustrate the diffsrent merts of truth which God would have us show 1in
Proportion, Disproportion is one of the most grievous and easy sins of
children of God who really WANT to please Him,

We come next to consider what is meant by a holy kiss, The exprassion
comes, if I misteke not, in adout four epistles, and in the epistle of Peter
"Creet one another with a kiss of charity™, What wae this kiss? In the
esst, men are more demonstrative than ws are here, and though there ware
verious forms of kissing, the kissing of the hand as well as the kissing
on the cheek, the ¥kissing of one's own hand insteed of Xkissing another, -
though there were these forms, yet there is not any Aoubt that the Easterns
were more demonstretive of male to male, as well as of femsle to female. as
to kissing upon the face; and there was nothing inappropriate in this, no
Zore Inappropriate than all drinking out of the same cup at the Lord's
Supper. The important point for children of God is, Can we say God has
appointed, our western predilections count for nothing, If it is NOT aproint-
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ed, then what is the parallel which we are to illustrate in thege days?
for every Seripture addressed to the early salnts must either be fulfilled
1iterally, or there 1s an appointed parallel under different circumstances.,
This is so, even as to expressions which coneern days of the manifest glory
of the saints of God, M"The glory which Thou 9avest to e I have given to
them", said the Loxrd Jesus, and what weas that glory?t The manifest coming
upon of the Holy Spirit. TFow in those days when they had that g€lory, they
8ang inspired hymns, Can we have ANY ILLUSTRATION of that today? Undoub-
tedly, for the very word "inspired" slso means "spiritual”, It is a secon-
dary meaning, hut it is a meaning, Ve cannot olsim inspired hymns, hut we
oan have apiritual hymns, snd should refuse sll othera, So I helieve it
1s as to all commandments which concern the early saints, They are still
in force, as Baptiasm and the Lord's Supper t1ill the Lord Jesus cores back,
OR there is a parallel which will meet even days of weakness,0R in sore other
way the Lord has indicated His will wy Seripture, so that we need not be
confused, Now the apostle evidently refers to a greeting which was well
understood in those days, It was not appointed by the Lord Jesus that
saints should ALWAYS kiss upon lips or hands, this was not eppointed by the
Holy Spirit through Paul, We are simply told that he instructed certain
believers to whom he sent the epistle, to greet one another, Henoe, realiz.
ing there is an applicstion of these Ps3sages, unless HE hag arranged
otherwise, we esk what is the word used? One delights in the simplicity
of Seripture, Some will try snd confuse the simple-minded ehild of God
when he speaks a%out the Lord's Supper with unleavened bread, and they will
say, Do you know the exact kind of loaf? Seripture does not hint the shape
of the loaf, therefore we realize that there is & Divine wisdom in having
KO such arrsngement, Persorally I prefer the shape of the loaf to he varied
because there is such s tendency with the human heart to be enslaved hy the
tradition of custom, This year's actions are next years's rules, unless

we are very careful, With regard to the cup some will 88y "Do you use g
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CUP?" They nzed to be told earrestly, alhelt boldly, that the word there
employed is not the word "eup,” but rether "something whereat to drink”,
and anything whioch fulfils this simple expression meets the need, So is

it with the word "kiss", It is SDIPLY from the verh "Fhileo" and it mesans
to love with friendship, It has the erding "ma" « "Philema" and 1t SDTLY
nesns souething mede, like wmost "ma" words, something made with "Fhileo",
something mede by friendship, someihing dorne in friendship-love, That is
the FOOT idea of the Holy Spirit's word employed, and its beautiful simpli-
city must appesl to every child of God, FKHe ¥ho is All-wise hags shovm His

>

wisdom in the use of & word which prevents rituslistic imitation of Eastern

customs, "Grzet one another with a holy(%omething made by friendly love":) ?

ané children of God should seek to illustirste this, they&should realize that
ERY
there 1s a Divine forcefulness in this metter, It seems prodahle from

A
sncient history that all the brethren did literdlly kiss one another, and

I suppose that as the drethren thus kissed, the sisters would kiss one
enother in THEIR enjoyment of fellowship as well, (¥o passage can bYe brought
forward to prove any intermingling as to this_;;ly kiss between hrethren

end sisters), To retwn to the derivation: - we are fulfilling the Serip-
ture CCYMAND if we have that which 1s holy made by friendship, - made by
love, Cod's own word is meant to HINDER any other theory£> We add to Soripe

If s chiléd o€4shakes hands with another

child of God 2s much as to say by hia monrer "I do not went to do it, I

ture if we refuse this tesching, We musi{ e grei;}ng one énother IN I0VE:
(i;he mode 1s not necessarily on?)

suppose I have to act thus", or with mere formalism, 1t is not & holy action
of love, But a “elievar should show he is & heliever hy the way in which

ke shakes hands with his hrother; he should show his spiritual delisht, I
suppose we have all had some people shake hends with us in a way that does
rot inecrease onr fervour, or make us feel that theirs is very great, DBut

it 1s quite possible to have a manifestation of love in the very action of

the hand, and everything that we do is to he holy, We are to eat and drink
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to the glory of God, (so whatever be the form of greeting in the land where
we live, let 1%t b HOLY, and let there be some menifestation definitely
realized of our relationship in the Lord Yesus Chrieti) There needs he a
very good reason for allowing a brother té go out from a meeting without
another at lsast shaking hands with him, There needs he a very good reason
for omitting interest in one another, and that which I urge upon drethren
with respect to dbrethren, I would equally urge upon sisters with respect
to sisters, if they wsre present; and in some cases there are married bhrethe
ren present who could bdring these points bdefore those for whom they have
so deep and solemn & responsinility in the Lord's sight,

Ws pass next to consider "Greetings in the Uarket Places™ and "Saluting
no man", In Natt. 2% and Luke 11 and Luke 20, we have a threefold record
of Christ's condemnation of this Pharisaie self-seeking, The Pharisees loved
greetings in the market places because there they were most prominent, and
they delighted to be called by men "Radbl, Rahdl"”, Children of God are fot-
bidden to seek after sny prominence, any self-exaltation, and as they are
forbidden to seek after 1t they are not to eneourage others in seeking i¢,
They are neither to be flattered nor to flatter, They are to seek to make
manifest the simplicity of diseiples, who as they have a "Yea, yea" and a
"Xay, nay", so in all their life have a parallel simplicity, We believe,
beloved friends, that the principle of the Divine argument "#hatsoever ecometh
more is of the evil one" APPLIES to much, A ehild of God should have a "Yea,
yea" and a "Nay, nay" abdout his elothing, a "Yea, yea" and a "Nay, nay"
about his arrangements of daily life, end there should be a comrlete sim.
pliocity, He should net have an adornment of his language, nor of his pere
son, - nor of his house, The adornment should pe of the meek and aculet
spirit which is in the sight of God of great price, That we may decorate
as mush as we will, and oh that our WILL may be toward such a desoration,

"Saluting no man by the way" can he understood in the light of eastern

customs, It 1s odstomary to waste much time in salutations and dargains,
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A evild of God must avoid wasting Divinely given time, There ere many de-
lievers who would think 1t sinful to throw s shilling sway, but they throw
a shilling's worth of time away, We want something to show for every hour,
We want sormething at the Judgment Seat of Christ, Alas, oftentimes we lose
time, and nsed to mourn this; but there is grace with our God to deal with
our very moments, The expression to which I refer is this, "Carry neither
purse, nor serip, nor shoes, and salute no man by the way", The lord Jesus
wos sending forth seventy in thirty five twos, (seven multiplied by five),
intc the cities and places whither He was sahout to come, The harvest was
greet: the laborers were few, There was no time for mere waste of time,
for mere formslities, I need hardly say in the present perioed we have a
gdifferent sspeet, There is nothing wrong in our esrrying & simple serip,
THEY those whom the Tord sent forth were among friendly Jews, for Israel
had not yet been set aside as a nation, Hence they were to expect hospitality,
Fow, we &are not to expect hospitality. This makes the wording all the more
remarkable, They were to expect hospitality, and yet they were not to
galute men hy the way, Did I say ™iekes it more remarkahle"? TYes, hut also
makes 1t clearer, Though they were rot to do anything by affadility to win
the affection of the people so that they would be received for the sake of
their sffability, they were to go forth in the Name of Christ, and if re.
ceived to be ressived Tor ANM; if rejected to be rejlected for HIVK, "He
that heareth you heergth ¥e, he that despiseth you degplseth Me", It was
SO easy in sush a connection to indulge ir formelities in order to ingrae
tiate oneself with the people of the village to which one was going, Here
then we see the Divine wisdom, "Selute no men by the way", Moreover Elisha
onee appointed this in connectlon with the journey of 2 Xings, where he said
to Gehazi, "Gird up thy loins, and take my staff in thine hand, and go thy
way; 1f thou meet any man salute him not", This was not discourtesy, but
a hint of speed, Again I would emphasize an unchanging principle:« The

Iord's people are not to waste their time, They are not to spend their
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strength on needless formalities, The etiquette of humen soeiety is not
to appeal to them, They are to he gresious, they are to be courteous, dut
they are not to fall in with customs for the sake of pleasing poor ruined
creatures,

We come now to consider modern expressions, I take it hrethren will
suggest these afterwards, I need only say some are beautiful , &nd yet their
orginal Yeauty is overlooked, There is a real sucgestiveness in the words
"Good morning", and real hint of God's presence in our "Good-bya", with the
sane thought as the "Adieu"; and how encouraging, when we have the welfare
of others at heart, to say a feeling "Parewell", The words are often em-
Ployed in & cursory way, without a thought of their REAL signification,
Seripture, I think, shows us that we ought to put our HEART into everything,
end that 1t is dengerous to say enything without meening it, Oh thet we
might b3 nore careful shout the commonest words, and the commorest expres-
sione; and followlng out the principles we have already considered, oh that
we night see the SPIRITUAL MEARIKG of the expressions, even as Chrict ssid
"peace" with an added force, - "Peace by the blood of Hls Cross™, that we
mey elso avoid mere formalities, many of which are UNTRUTIFUI, yet occurring
oftentimes in letters, where one may charscterize himself as an obedient
servant when he feels nothing of the kind,

"The megsage of 2 John 10" is deeply importsnt, We find there & Divire
hint es to our relationships with false teschers, "If anyore come toward
you snd this teaching is not bdearing, do not receive him into a house, end
do not bid him (our Version seys "Godspeed" - I hesitate to draw in the
nsme of God where 1t does not occur in the original Seriptures, c¢f, "God
forbid"), do not tell him to rejolce"”, KNow merk the edded words, "For he
that telleth him to rejoice ig a parteker with his wofks, the WICXED ones",
Now I take 1t, beloved friends, there is nothing against our kindly speak-
ing to the ungodly, Though most Scripturs greeting are to fellow S4INTS
we would not ignore Xatt, 5, "If ye selute your brethren ONLY what do ye

more? Do not even the publicans so"? OQur salutations are appointed as to
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the world, They must be wisely chosen, wut they are right, THIS is no
wrong fellowship with the world, Indead the passage is not dealing with
an ungodly one generally, We can never have FRLLOWSHIP with an unsaved sin-
ner, never have friendship with him, but we can desire that he may know
the Lord Jesus Christ, and show our affectionate concern by our manner of
treating nim, Never must we ovsTlooX the line of demarcation, never must
we ignore the future of the ungodly, but there should be an absence of any~-
thing which may be construed, with too much reason, &s pride or indiffer-
ence., 2 Johr 10 is not referring to ungodly ones ganerally, but to false
tesohers; apd Seripiure shows the reed for & severity like that of Hehemish
when he cast out Tobiah's stuff from that chamber, There must be a holy
firmress, suited to this’aisﬁgéigtion in its godly activities, Do not re-
ceive him into & house, and do not bid him %o rejoice, We rather desire
that such an one may be utterly misershle, end this should be seen, By one
word of encoursgement, for that is the thought, we may help evil; and by
an a’fection to those who are teaching evil, - or shall I rather say, by
a mistaken manifestation of affectlon to those vho are teaching evil, ve
may mislead young Christians, and they too may be ensnared in the wicked
works, Oh that we might desire Cod's humbling smong those denying His
truth, end thst meny who are in error might NOT rejoice, but be saddened
Yefore the lLord, Thus we shall experience still the dblessed contrasts to
which the Psalm invites our attentlon, nTet 611 those thet seek Thee rejoice
and de glad in Thee; let sueh as love Thy salvatlon sey continuslly, The
TLord be magnified!”





