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We are concerned, beloved friends, with the Seripture teaching as
to angels. With the SCRIPTURE teaching, let me say at the outset, for Serip.
ture has made it very definite, that if we are to be instructed it must dve
the work of the Spirit of God through the book which God has given, Specu-
lation and art hsve no room., What has God revealed? Scripture silence is
preédious, Seripture unfolding is precious. There are no mistekes in
Seripture. Proportionately, and I think this will surprise most of us,
angels are mentioned more in the Later Seriptures than in the Earlier, The
word for an "angel™ in the Hebrew ( 7.\'%/) has three renderings, - angels,
messengers, and ambassadors., The term "ambassador" only occurs several
times, for example "the ambassadors of peace.,” "Messenger™ is fairly com-
mon, the first case being in Gen, 32:3 where we have the messengers from
whom Jacodb sent before him to Esau his brother, into the land of Seir, the
country of Edom, This shows that the word is employed, not only of supertor
beings, but also of men on the earth, and moreover indicates that the ROOT
idea of the word 1s one engaged on a certain piece of work, or a certain
form of definite business, Indeed from the root of this very word ( 7 x7zj)
there comes the word ";7J.\7/I" which is the very expression used in the

Hebrew Seriptures for "business", The angel was & messenger having some-
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thing important to 4o, consequently "Malachi™ means "™MY Messenger.,"” As a
rule, I have already mentioned, we can tell if the allusion is to a man or
to an angel, There are a few difficulties, however, e,g., Judges 2:1 "And
an angel of the Lord came up from Gelgal to Bochim, and said (margin "A
messenger of the Lord") Heve we here an angel, or an earthly prophet?

Can we decide here in a moment? I think not, Heavenly beings are more
often before us, Though the first mention of angels, in a human sense,
messengers, is Gen, 32; angels in a heavenly sense occur for the first time
in Gen, 16 and Gen, 19, In Gen, 16 with respect to Hagar (verse 7) "And
the angel of the Lord found her". In Gen, 19 with regard to the two an-
gels who went to Sodom, and arrived there at even, and were welcomed by
Lot., After this, the next occurrence is Gen, 21:17 - again with refer-
ence to Hagar, 1In Gen, 22:11 we read with regard to Abraham's offering
up of Issac "And the angel of the Lord called unto him out of heaven',

One almost wonders if the Lord Jesus Himself is before us here, that Won-
drous Messenger of the Covenant, in condescending love,

In the Later Scriptures the first mention of an angel is with respect
to Joseph's dream. We find angels before us again and again in the Gospels,
e.g&. with respect to the birth of Christ, and when the Lord Jesus Christ
was in the wilderness: - the angels came and ministered unto Him there,

But specially is the Garden we note the possibility of 12 legions of angels,
and we are told that an angel strengthened Him, We find Angels, moreover,
with respect to His resurrection, and in Acts 1 as to His glorious ascen-
sion., But the Book of Scripture which contains more about angels than any
other book is the book of Revelation, where in chapters 1 to 3 we have
earthly messengers ocalled angels, and in chapters 4 to 22 heavenly messen-
gers, Apart from general passages I should like to mention that there sre
a goodly number which speak of the Lord Jesus Christ as the Angel of the
Covenant, and in similar ways, for He Who was God became a Yessenger, He
Who was from eternity became the Word, - the Revelation of the Father, In-
deed, this was His eternsl purpose, that He should, in the fulness of time,
not only become a Messenger occasionally, but that Messenger Who walked
this earth for 30 years, and Who as the true Martyr, and more than martyr,
sesled His testimony with His blood, and thereby made an atonement, a com-
plete atonement, for poor lost and guilty sinners, The passages to which

I would specially refer you with respect to the Lord Jesus are such as
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Gen, 48:16, The Angel Whioh redeemed me, - Exod, 3:2, The Angal in the
bush, - Judges 6. The Angel and Gideon, - Judges 13, The Angel and Maneah
and Maneah's wife. In these passages we have, plainly, a reference to our
Lord Jesus Christ; nor is it strange that He should be so characterised,
inasmuch as His delights were with the sons of men (Prov. 8:31).

But it is well to notice that in all the numerous passages which
speak definitely of angels, - and there are, if I mistake not, considerably
over four hundred ococurrences of the word, of which the majority conserns
celestial beings, - that in all the large number of rlaces we have no sug-
gestion of much which is prevalent in COMMON opinion, We do not have angels
described as dabies, or as women, although artists have sought to repre-
sent them thus. This usual perversion must evidently have another ground
than that of Seripture, a ground which is ARTI-Scriptural, as we shall see
on another occasion, Suffice it now to notice that angels frequently ap-
peared as MEN, "God maketh His Angels spirits, His ministers a flame of
fire", but when they took any personal form it was the personal form of a
man, Abrahasm was standing at his tent door, three MEN came to him, The
Men went on toward Sodom, and when they reached there we are told "The two
angels," The angels were the men, Again and again we have this illustrated
throughout Seripture; nor can we forget such a passage as that in Daniel,
"The Man Gabriel"”, Just as we Bave no feminine partnership in the Deity,
despite theosophle speculations and eastern religlons, so we have nothing
of this with respect to angels. God has particularly warned against this;
but a large number of forms of idolatry are marked by the number and varie-
ty of their goddesses, nor can we forget the way in which that which is
beyond mere respect in reference to Mary, has intruded into the némfal
Church of Rome.,

We pass next to consider the gloriousness of our God. The more we
spesk of His creation the more we realize the majesty of the Creator, The
infidel is most absurd in his postulates, He tries to conceive of & won-
derful earth, and a yet more wonderful visible heaven above it, without a
personal Creator., If we accept the Seripture revelation of God, and of
God's angels, everything falls into line, Unbelief is a tremendous strain
on credulity, whereas belief 1s linked with a faith that God gives, The
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gloriousness of our God is set forth on this background of His works. Do

I behold the sun, moon, and stars? They tell of Him who formed, placed,
and governed them, before Whom there was nothing, for He Alone 1is from
everlasting, Do I speak of the angels? How mighty then must He be Who
called them into being, and before Whom they worship, refusing worshlp un-
to themselves, There are few passages which gilve us a greater view of the
unseen, unknown, and incomprehensible greatness of our God, then Dan, 7,
"] beheld t1l1l the thrones were placed, and the Ancient of Days did s?@,
Whose garment was white as the snow, and the hair of His head like the
pure wool, His throne was like the filery flame, and His wheels as bdurning
fire. A flery stream issued and came forth from before Him, thousands
ministered unto Him, and ten thousand times ten thousand stood before Him;
the judegment was set the books were opened,"” Oh HOW great is our God; The
greatest of beings are small in their appearSing before Him; yea, their
existence is under His control, The monarchs of earth have their bdreath in
His hand, "The Most High ruleth in the kingdom of men and giveth it to whom-
soever He will," and all the myriads of angels are completely under His
control, When our beloved Lord said, "Thinkest thou not that I cannot now
pray to the Father, and He would at once give Me more than twelve legions
of angels,” He gave us a little 1nsighﬂ2nto the swiftness of odbedience
which characterised these mighty powers. Nor can we be unmindful of the
manner in which the living creatures of Ezekiel 1 went and returned as a
f£1ash of lightening, But they never exalt themselves in His presence; the
greatest of them has a name to direct attention away from self, unto the
ILord; for it signifies "Who is like God?" (Michael) The seraphim occupy
their time in sounding forth the solemn words "Holy, Holy, Holy is the
Lord of Hosts," and likewise we find the living ones of Rev, 4 continuing
this wonderful ascription of praise, Nor can we be forgetful of the fact
that the seraphim with their SIX wings occupy themselves more with rever-
ence and worship before Him than with flying, for only two wings are men-
tioned in the latter connection. It is precious to be engaged in active
service for the Lord, but it is yet BEYOND this to be reverent before the
Lord., A lack of reverence is one of the saddest marks of the present day.

We think of ourselves as privileged, and blessed, and helped in such a way
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that wo(E}mosf)treat God familiarly, But, beloved friends, we are only
creatures of the dust by nature, and if we are drought near, it is in in-
finite grace that no flesh should glory in His presence, but the boasting
one should keep on boasting IN THE LORD. Our God is the High and Lofty One
Who inhabiteth eternity, Whose Name 1s Holy. FNever should we utter His name
with unbecoming Lightness, It 1is true we are not under the Mosaie law, 1t
is true that the right repetition of the word is not taking the Name in
vain, rebuked in Exod. 20, but there 1is a grave danger of this lightness,
The Jewish fear of uttering the very sound "Jehovah" is not altogether de-
sirable, but it is possible we have approached the swing of the pendulum
the other way, God is SO great and majestic; heaven and the heaven of
heavens cannot contain Him, He 1is from eternity to eternity, He is the
King immortal, Eternal, Invisible, the Only Wise God over all, God blessed
for ever; and yet we who deserved more than His censure, who merited His
eternal wrath, have been made near to Him, if so be that we have tasted
that the Lord is gracious, - even made near to Him in infinite grace and
infinite compassion, and are blessed WITHIN those Hands which will never
let us slip out,

The Ministry of angels unto God may therefore come in front of us
not only as a fact, but as a declaration of His glory and His majesty and
His righteousness, and an encouragement to His dear people to treat Him
with suitable quiletness and solemnity., I have already referred in passing,
to the way in which angels delighted to be in service to the Lord Jesus
when He walked this earth., This we always realize as a precious indication
of His deity, for those beings were held beck, we might almost say, because
He had taken upon Him the form of a Servant; but as soon as they could go
to Him they were seen to be surrounding and attending Him, When the Only
Begotten is brought into the world the second time, the words will ring
out, "Let all the angels of God worship Him," But even the first time x=y
they sought to do Him hbmage WHENEVER opportunity was granted,

There are gradations among angels, for God is the God of order,
Seripture makes this clear throughout nature, and throughout salvation., In
both we have drought bdefore us God's order. We read of principalities and
powers, even with respect to fallen angels, suggesting that there are degrees

among them. Nor can we forget the way in which, as we have already notices
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we read of seraphim and cherubim, of Gabriel and of Michael the archangel,
A3 to Michael the archangel it is expressly said "™ichael and his angels"
showing us plainly that there are gradations, It has sometimes been said
that there are two archangels, Seripture gives no wareant for this thought,
We read in 1 Thess, 4 that the Lord Himself shall descend from heaven with
a shout, with the volce of an archangel., Fow that passage of itself would
glve room for another archangel, but we are not told of such another one,
It has been said Gabriel is an archangel, Gabriel is mentioned in Dan, 8
and Dan, 9 and Luke 2, He is called "The mmn Gabriel”™ and one that stands
in the presence of God, but not an archangel, Indeed I think we have
Seripture for asserting that Michael has a very peculimr and dignified
rosition, We think of Jude 9 "But Michael THE archangel , when disputing
with the w devil concerning the body of Moses did not dare to have brought
on to him a judgment of blasphemy, dbut said, The Lord have honor over thee.”
Possibly, therefore, the devil was the greatest of beings, and Ezek. 28
confirms this, When he fell, ¥ichael sppears to have received a kxind of
precedence and consequently we find in Rev, 12 a terrible conflict, a war
in heaven, Michael and his angels warred with the dragon, and the dragon
warred and his angels; and they had not strength, nor was there place found
still in heaven, We learn more about Michael's position from the book of
Daniel, Whereas Daniel is VISITED by Gabriel, we also have a description
of one who is a mighty prince, -~ it is Michael, He is called, in Dan 10:%18.
"Michael, one of the chief princes,” and I suppose this word indicates
there are other chief princes, but we are not told they are archangela, I
do not say they are not, or they are, We simply leave the matter; where
God is silent we will be silent. We know one archangel and we know that
he is, in the words of Dan. 12, "The great prinece that standeth up" for
the children of Daniel's people. He is the one who specially comes into
prominence with regard to the preservation of the elect, and the carrying
out of the purposes of God toward Israel,

"Fallen Angels" are commonly before us in Seripture. I suppose in
one sense we may describe evil spirits as fallen angels, yet in another
it is well to notice that where God uses the word "spirit"™ He has a reason
for not employing the word "angel", There may be through this a fuller de-
velopment of the thought of different degrees, Eph, 6 with a threefold
reference of the book to principalities and powers, (chapters 1;3;6) may
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next be noted, We read "We wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against
principalities and against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of
this world, against spiritual wickedness in heavenly places.”" Satan is
the prince of the power of the air, and there are spiritual wickednesses
in HEAVENLY PLACES, hils servants, - they are principalities and powers,
they have Jurisdiction, they have spheres, they are called "world-rulers”;
and Dan, 10 makes clear that they have different geographical limits, There
is one such evil being described in that chapter as the prince of the king-
dom of Persia, Another "demon" (Ifise the word "demon" because it SEEMS to
be employed in a very wide meaning for many of Satan's "forces™ in 1 Cor.
10), but possidbly it would be clearer to say another evil power 1is the
prince of the kingdom of Greece, and I believe that each of these princes
of different countries may be regarded as seriously affecting the affairs
of the country, The history of nations *#® is largely introduced with the
infiluence of demon powers. Moreover, 1§ Satan works out in connecetion wiih
geography his wonderful purposes of evil, is it too much to suggest that
there are, probadly, evil spirits for different cities and for different
places? I have felt, - I do not bring it forth as an article of faith, -
but I commend it to the meditation of the Lord's people, - I have felt
that different evil powers have control of different street corners, and I
have sometimes realized difference of results in connection with the attend-
ance at an open air, in a way that I could only account for by regarding
the evil spirit at one commer as more vigilant and more enthusiagtic in
his attempt to hinder the work of God., It seems to me that we have & tre-
mendous eonflict with a tremendously organized opdosition, "We wrestle
not against flesh and blood, but against principalities and powers,® Surdly
we need the WHOLE armour of God to be able to stand in the evil day, and
having done 211 to stend, Some particular passages which mention Satan's
angels are the following: - Psalm 78:49 "Sending evil angels among them";
1 Cor. 6 "Know ye not that we shall judge angels,” 1 Cor, 11:10, the
believing woman should have a sign of auvthority on her head "Because of
the angels"; Col. 2, "A worshipping of Angels"; 2 Pet, 2:4, "Angels that
sinned"; Rev. 9, angels bound in the river Buphrates. I am inclined, more-
over, to believe that Rom. 8:38 contains more than simply a suggestion that
NO power can remove us from the Lord. Where it says "I am persuaded that

neither angels", it alludes to evil angels, - it alludes to evil angels
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who would seek In every possible way to separate the Lord's people from

the Lord, were 1t not that the mighty Lord seecures all His own people.
Further the description "Elect angels"™ implies that there are some who

have fallen, ard therefore we are Scripturally warranted in not only speak-
ing of demons and evil spirits, but of fallen angels., Demons who are
working in men may be one grade of them, There are some who with their
prince, inhadit the air, There are others to be specially released from
the bottomless pit in Rev, 9, with a king over them whose name is Appollymn,
The view that Soripture gives of unseen powers is amazing, X It is bewilder-
ing, overpowering; and did we not realize the preciousness of the Divine
statement "Greater is He That is in you than he that is in the world," we
might well become despondent, There 1s a great ¥ need that our eyes should
be opened that we may see by faith, the record of the mountains full of
horses and chariots rouné)about Elisha, and know that our God is the God
of Elisha., Oh that our ears may be opened too for the sound of a going

in the top of the muldberry trees; For Lf-Satan has myriads who would over-
throw the people of the Lord, "He shall give His angels charge concerning
thee to keep thee IN ALL THY WAYS, and in their hands they shall bear thee
up, lest at any time thou dash thy foot against a stone™, "Are they not
all ministering spirits keeping on being sent forth (present tense) to

AR AR 0
minister to those who sha1¥)be heirs of salvation?”®

Present-day theories need always to be tested in the light of God's
truth, We are told there are GUARDIAN angels; 1is this according to the
testimony of God? If it 1s, accept 1t; if not, reject it., The usual
idea is that every man has his guardian angel, I am inclined to view this
conception as too small for children of God, I believe they have more than
a guardian angel, I like the plurals of Scripture, Satan misquoted the
verse, but he is quite correct when he refers to Psalm 91, as indicating
angels willl teke charge of the Lord's own, A Guardian angel Beloved fri-
ends? Fhey are ministering spirits KEEPING OX being sent forth, If a legion
of evil spirits could be in one man, the Lord can send a legion of angels
to protect one saint., One horse and one chariot by Elisha's side? Not at

all, - "horses and chariots™, If the Lord has ten thousand times ten thou-

sand before him, He loves His people enough to send forth angel after angel

to do His bidding in His protection, It is a delightful thought, But do
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not we read in Seripture that when Peter appeared at the door they ssiad,
"It is his angel?" Yes, but those who do not believe the answer to their
prayers are hardly examples %o us, Nevertheless are we not told "In heaven
thelr angels do always behold the face of your Father?" Undoubtedly, but
these are not guardian angels down here, they are representative angels,

- angels IK THE GLORY as the pledge that these little ones who bYelieve in
the Lord will not be stumdbled i the way thithsr, They shall reach the
glory., It may seem they will be cut short, but eternal life is eternal,
God keeps His word., The ever loving God 1s the ever-truthful God, and all
His power is on the side of His people, and all His love is toward thenm,
How foolish is our rervousness; How foolish is our self-defending, let
us leave our affasirs in God's hands, He will look after us, If need de
many angels, myriads of them, shall be told off to protect us, We need not
be alarmed. Beyond the dblackest cloud we know there is God's grace, It

is well to have confidence in HIM.

"Gone %0 be an angel” is a common expression, Does it stand the
test of God's truth? I think not. I would not conviet this error in this
connection by the passage "We shall judge angels™ because THAT undoudbtedly
signifies fallen angels. Man is lower than angels, Heb, 2 shows us this #
fact., But when the Lord Jesus came into the world He took not upon Him
angels, to redeem them, dbut took on Him the seed of Abraham, - a wondrous
burden of gracious condescension, - (In passing, notice how the passage
before us again refers to the fact that there were "Fallen sngels") But if
He took upon Him the seed of Abraham, and His people are Joined to Himself,
they are lifted up above angels. What a dignity! What a glory! But wx
does 1t not say believers are angels when they depart from this world?

Ko, Seripture says, Equal to the angels, In whai way? The passage 1is
speaking of the absence of mere human relationship, and the absence of
death, In THESE respecots we shall be as angels,

The worshipping of angels in Colossians 2 was, and 1is, very serious,
It was a center of gnosticism, and I belleve is the key to much of Roman-
ism today. Why is it an idol attracts certain worship? 4nd from Romanism
we can easily pass to heathenism, An angel has his shrine within, The

profession of humility that made angels into mediators was very unsatis-
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factory to Paul, Let us realize our dignity as children of God., There is
one, God and ONE Mediator between God and man, the Man Christ Jesus.
Elect Angels will not intrude into the glory of Him Who, though over
&ll God blessed for ever, was manifest in the flesh to be the Medistor
via His own sacrifice,

One word more on Salvation, and what it means, For this subject
brings truth to our hearts that we may realize the preciousness of God's
love to us. He has given so much for us, and He has given so much to us,
and He has given so much to us, Surely we should be those who seek by grace
to realize the meaning of s@dvation, Kot only does God graclously dring
us to know His name, dbut He guarantees that we shall reach the glory. He
leads us every inch of the Journey, and many angels are occupied in bring-
ing home His people. Salvation is not only a change of state, but it
involves an entire change of relationship., We are now crestures in Christ
Jesus, and God having loved us with an everlasting love, will not permit &
that we should lose that love which He has granted. O how grateful every
child of God ought to be! Are we full of praise, or not?



