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Our subject is the Believer's Relation to the Law, The believer,
being related to the Lord, does well to consider what is his position as
to the Law, whether with a view to the general principle of law, or the
Yosaie Law in particular, Our subject is a vast one, a solemn one, s
spiritusl one, and a deeply practical one, We begin with law in general,
Law is something laid down, laid down by one in authority, The Hebrew
word signifies not only that which God sends forth, but that whieh God
marks out, the way within which people should walk, The Greek word implies
an arrangement, an appointment, a distribution, that is to say a giving
of certain things, to certain persons with certain obdjects, 411 definitions
imply that law is fixed., But we are not this evening considering primarily
the believer's relationship to & number of different laws, I may say at
the outset, his position with regard to the law of the land in which he
1s found is to obey it, to obey 1t as unto the Lord, unless that law calls
upon him to disobey what God has commanded, We think, furthermore, of the
necessary laws of a home, of a business in which a child of God may be found,

and his attitude toward those is an exaltation of God by a recognition of
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authority, But we are espescially considering now, laws which peculiarly
have the Name of "The law of God", Our position in comnection with Adem
comes first up bYefore us, Adam was created upright, He was under a
covenant, a covenant of works, Obedience was to bring a continuance of
blessing, disobedience to involve a forfeiture of blessing, Hoses 6:7
refers, as the margin shows, to Adem under a covenant, and we are viewed
as 1n adam before we are viewed in Christ, in CERTAIN connections, though
we bless God that in another way we were chosen in Christ before the founda-
tion of the world, although even in comneetion with that choice in Christ
we were viewed as of the same mass as those who remained under Judgment,
Hence we were chosen fore-viewed by God as fallen creatures, chosen in
spite of our fall, chosen though we deserved Hell, Hence in a fuller sense
we were first in Adam, That is not first which is spiritual, dut that
which is earthly, afterward that whieh is spiritual, In Adam therefore we
broke the law, and as such came under Adsm's sentence, for it is Divinely
said that death reigned even from Adam to Moses, Aye, more than that, we
read the added words; - Even over them that had not sinned after the simili.
tude of Adsm's transgression, Death reigned, for death passed upon all
men, and every time we think of a believer's death, or of the death of an
unbeliever, we have a reminder of a relationship to Adam, which was ours,
and would over have remained ours, were it not that grace has drought us
out from Adem into Christ., But though men are viewed as in Adam, and
though they owe obedience to God, for sll are His subjects, nevertheless
we shall find that the term "law" is particularly used in s narrowed sense,
I have said just now that all are not only viewed as in Adsm, but as per-
sonally responsidle to God, Isa, 24:5 reminds us that the earth is defiled
under the inhaditants thereof, because they have transgressed the laws,
changed the ordinsnce, broken the everlasting covenant, Now though the con-

text here may specially refer to the land of Israel, surely it is true
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that men throughout the world have changed God's arrangements, We resad
of Antichrist that he will strive to change times and seasons, and the
mark of every man is rebellion against God, All men are lawbreakers, for
sin is lawlessness, but nevertheless Romans 2 shows us that there are those
who have sinned without law, That is to say they are not viewed as being
linked with the Mosalc law, Of those similarly regarded, Rom, 5 speaks,
(the wording of Rom, 5 is very striking), for we read, "Until the law sin
was in the world, but sin is not imputed when there is no law, neverthe-
less death reigned from Adam to Moses, EVEN (or also) over them that had
not sinned after the similitude of Adem's transgression, who is the figure
of him that was to come", Two classes are before us; those dying in infancx’
and men generally, We see here that not only wag there death in the world,
but there was sin in the world from Adam to Yoses, It is not viewed as
imputed except where there is law, but there is the prineiple of sin, and
hence in a wider sense of the term, all men are under 4 law inasmuch as
they set aside God's general authority,

But the Mosaic law is brought before us in Seripture as the begimning
of a fresh ﬁﬁ;;ég;ﬁé%éﬁ, "Ohtil the law" implies this. We Xnow how God
spake to Moses, We recollect the Mosaic law because it is so often associ-
ated with his name, "Moses commanded us e law", says Deut, 33:4, Again
we read, "This is the law which Moses set befors the children of Israel™,
Yet further in Joshua 8, (so very soon after the time of Moses) we are
distinetly told of the law of Moses, and this expression appears again and
agaln and again, KNot that Moses 1is glorified against God, but that Moses
is mentioned as the instrument through whom God gave a fresh law, in that
there was in the law altogether a fresh arrangement, Matt, 22 reminds us
that the law and the prophets alike hang on two of the commandments, "Thou

shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul and
with all thy mind", and "Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself®, Thess

two commandments are the basis of the law, yet the law, though not fresh
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altogether in principle was fresh in the manner of its promulgation, and
fresh moreover in connection with its national prosition, and the attachment
of certain blessings to its fulfilment, It was a covenant, not simply a
general vague prineiple, but a covenant which came more than four hundred
years after the promise to Abraham, and did not, as the apostle shows in
Gal, 4, nullify that, nor was it contradictory to that, but it was neces-
sarily contrasted with it, The Mosaic law brings before us GOD'S right
Yo command; MAN'S accountability to obey, In other words God in the Mosaie
law dealt with man over again; just as He made & covenant with Adam, so
He was pleased to make a eovenant in Sinai, Kow a eovenant implies those
who are VIEWED AS capable of carrying it out, Israel were fallen ereatures,
yet their ORGINAL sin was not for the time being drought into prominence,
They, as it were, had a new begimning, They were treated as men in the
flesh drought into covenant with God, and in the ten commandments we find
no mention of a sacrifice, There is the thought of men carrying out God's
arrangements, God would show once more the failure of the creature, It
is important to realize this, for in view of it we can understand the posi-
tion of men BEFORE Sinai and also the general position of the Gentiles
now, We must ot view the Gentiles as being entirely free from God's
authority, When we read of them simming without law, we never forget that
they have a relationship to the law, but God does not make a covenant with
fallen oreatures VIEWED AS fallen creatures, He made a covenant with Adam
and it was droken, After that He could not deal with man IGNORING that
fact unless He put the faet on one side from the standpoint THEKR taken,
In the case of Israel that fact was thus put on one side, God dealt with
men AS IF they had mo original, no past sins, They were to be regarded
awhile as if they ceould have a fresh start, a fresh beginning, Those who
are not of the nation of Israel are of necessity in a similar position to

Israel Yefore Sinal, or perhaps we can express it more accurately to that
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of the nations in between the time of Adem and Yoses, except that a man
becomes responsidle for his light, and also is dealt with according to his
claim, as many of the parables of the Lord Jesus show; and Christendom
has not only come somewhat into the position of Israel by dispensational
privileges, but it elaims to be in the New Covenant, and as such those
who are in Christendom are viewed as MORE LAWLESS than the heathen nations,
with a heavier doom waiting them, for their awful and inereased infouity,

We come now to consider "Law and Righteousness™, Says Deut. 6 in
the last verse "It shall be our righteousness 1f we observe to do all these
commandments bYefore the Lord our God?as He hath commanded us", In other
words, law rightly valued leads to RIGHTEOUSNESS, Absolute obedience in
quantity and quality alone can secure this, Deut, 24:13 illustrates the
same prineiple, God gives a certain command, and says to Isrzel that if
1t 1s obeyed, 1t shall be RIGHTEOUSNESS unto them before the Lord their
God., Righteousness is not simply innocence, it is not simply an absence
of evil, but a positive obedience with awerd for that positive obedience,
You follow what I mean, dear friends, the word R"righteousness®™ has TWO
significations, Obedience AND the award for obedience., It may be a descripe-
tion of the aet, or a desecription of the Judge's statement in aecord with
the aet done, 4 man is righteous if he does everything right, A man is
righteous if the judge pronounces him righteous, The word signifies both
the activity AND the declaration of a satisfactory character, Law therefore
demands a righteousness and if obeyed, with it there is connected the award
of righteousness, M"Fhe man that doeth these things shall 1livp in them".

The man that doeth these xm things shall be righteous, Righteousness is
legel life, if I might so espress it, for the time being; life in the eyes

of ths law, In Psalm 24 we read, "He shall receive the blessing from the
Lord, righteousness®, In Psalm 133 "There the Lord commanded the blessing'

1ife, - life for evermore", and life for evermore seems to be the promise
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of the law, "The man that hath done these things, shall live in them",
There is no thought of death coming AFTER this, Ko thought of deeth
coming to interrupt suech a life, I take it therefore that the promise in
the Mosaie law 1s dealing with resurrection, and that no man could ever
enter into what it meant, and that we can only understand it in the light
of Christ's finished work, It is another of the Messianie passages IN
ITS INFEREKNCE, for He alone was the One Who could live as the Obedient
One; But, dear fkw friends, the expression, the man who hath done shall
live, implies, apart from Christ a certain osontradiction, for if he hath
done, he is beyond law, but he cannot get beyond law in his earthly 1ife,
Yot if he hath done, why should he die? Therefore he cannot get beyond
his earthly 1ife, Christ is the Only Key to that rassage, In accord with
this, we find in Rom. 10, not that Christ is the End of the Law FOR right-
eousness, but that Christ {gﬁf@gﬂgqg_gy law into righteousness, A Door-
way at the end, Christ 1s the End of Law, law's end, The preceding verse
says "They being ignorant of God's righteousness" - Christ, "and going
about to establish their owﬁ righteousness, have not submittead themselves
unto the righteousness of God", How blessed to realize, as we shall a
little later, the blessed contrast between being under the law and under
the righteousness of God, Submission to Him 1s a Ylessed position thet
believers have, but men by nature are not subject to the Law of God, nor
are they subjest to the Righteousness of God, WHICH IS CHRIST, As we read
in Isa, 42:21 "The Lord is well pleased for His Righteousness' sake (you
can spell it with a capital "R") He will magnify the luw and make it
honoradle”, - namely Christ Who is the Righteousness of God, Christ is
Law's End, as Rom, 10 goes on to say, into Righteousness, X The end of
law must be righteousmmss, but Christ is that. Christ is viewed as law's
End, for He came to fulfil all righteousness, as Matt, 3 shows us, He
came not to destroy but to fulfil, as Matt, 5 informs us, and having magni-
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fied the law and made it honoradble, by His Own wonderful saocrificial work,
He bare the sing of sinners, that is resurrection-union with Himself His
people might possess His wonderful and everlasting merits, The promise
of law could reach no one, for first of all, no one was perfect at the
start, Secondly no one was perfeet in the olimax; but in Christ we ean
enter into the wonderful blessings that God has hinted at in the BEarlier
Seriptures, ILife and incorruption are now brought to light through the
Gospel, and we see that we have all things in Him, Christ is law's End,
law's completion, law's fulness into rightecusness, and you eannot be in
law and righteousness at the same time, There must ever be the working
out or the work accomplished, Do not misunderstand me, Christ was always
personally the righteous One, even when He was CAUSING a righteousness,
But He had not caused that righteousness t111 He fulfilled it at Cedvary,
He was obedient unto death even(fhe death of\fh€>cross and the work was
not finished $111 He said, "It hath been finighed", The Person was always
gloriously finished, but the work was not finished, He was personally
righteous, in that He had never broken the will of the Father, But He
had not made a righteousness in its fulness t1l1 by His Own declaration
all the appointed work was done, In this connection shall we turn to Gal, 2
There are wany dear children of God who are afraid of thinking that we have
anything to do with 3aw, in connestion with our blessings in Christ, Let
us see what this Seripture declares, Gal, 2:16, "Knowing that a msn is
not being declared righteous osut from works of the law, but through faith
of Jesus Christ, even we into Christ Jesus had faith, in order that we
Right be Justified out of faith of Christ, and not out of works of the law,
because there shall not be justified out of works of the law any flesh",
Here we read that a man is not being Justified by works of the law dut
through faith of Jesus Christ, It has therefore been said by many that
the righteousness of God which He glves unto His people cannot be the obvedi-
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ence of Christ, Surely the passage is clear, There is s dealing with
the works of law by a man, A man is not being declared righteous out of
works but through faith, Note the contrast: - Out of works of law, - Faith
of Christ, Works and faith are contrasted, In l1ike manner - Law and Christ,
Law does not bring about the works, The works whereby we ars made right=
sous not by owr efforts, There is faith in the work of another, namely
the work of our Lord Jesus Christ. - His life and death work bYeing one
obedience, as Rom, 5 makes clear, It has been said, If Christ in His life
made & righteousness, why then d1d He need to die? The objection shows
that there is no true perception of what a sacrifice 1s, A saerifice is
a sacrifice, because it is that which is appointed by vicariously, as pos-
sessing a righteousness, Farthermore, Christ had worked out the righteous-
ness but not any of it was available +ill He had died, How could the beaun
tiful robe be put on the filthy simmer still allowsd to be such? How could
the beautiful robe be put on a condemned simmer? To put righteousness
before there is an acquittal, is an absurdity, Christ's life and death
work was one, Its two parts are inseparable, Life led up to the death,
and death was the fulness of life, Neither is ours it life or death, but
both in resurreetion, in vital union with Himself; quickened by the Holy
Spirit we possess both, not as two separate things, end not barely as
things at all but as HIMSELF, For there is not mersly a transfer of some-
THING to us, but there 1s actually a transfer of us unto Him, for WE have
becoms the righteousness of God IN Him, even as He has become unto us
righteousness, Every type falls short, but the saerificial skin could not
be transferred till the animal was sacrificed, It was not available ti1l
there was death, Christ's obedlence unto death did not touch us till He
died, Except the Corn of Wheat fall into the ground, it abldeth alone,
but if it die, (still alome), it bringeth forth much fruit (mo longer alone)
The deginning of the much fruit is not life, is not death, but resurrection,
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We are reckoned with Christ in His death, we are assoelated with Christ
in His resurrection, In Gal, 2, it declares that if righteousness ceame
through law, Christ died in vain, Undoudtedly, Then it must meanw, If
righteousness came by our works of the law (May I put it this way?), the
context-argument that is here used by the apostle would hsve NO x FORCE
at all against the interpretation that we have the obedience of Christ
reckoned to us, If the apostle is attacking THAT, then the argument has
no force, So we have this dilemma, either the apostle 1s not attacking
that, or he is writing faultily, Every believer necessarily takes the
first alternative, The apostle is not attacking the fact that our right-
eousness now is the award of fhe Father unto His Beloved Son, Who was
obedient unto death, The point is that we are not Justified by works of
the law, but that the Justification does not spring out from those works,
as in Heb, 11 the things that are seen have not come into existensce out
of things that do appear, dbut from God; and so our justification is not
out from works of the law but from God, It is not from works, it is not
from law, it is from Christ; and Christ is here in this passage the con-
trast with law, Christ the One Who does not command the dead %o obey,
but Who gives, Oh what a contrast with the condemnatory law is a saving
Saviour, Turn Yo Gal, 3:21, "Is therefore the law against the promises
of God? Let it not have come to this, for if a law was given which was
able to make alive": - notice that word, the important point that the
apostle 1is dringing out is that the law could accomplish nothing for a
DEAD man, Rom, 8, works out the same thing, What the law could KOT do,
in that it was weak THROUGH THE FLESH, as much as to say, it would not bde
weask except through the flesh, I venture therefore to say that though
our beloved Lord was made under the law, the law was not weak in connection
with Him, On the asuthority of Rom, 8 it was a force in connection with
Him, and Christ was made under the o0ld covenant, that we, delivered from
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the 0ld covenant might have the salvation of the new eovenant, To Him
there was not grace, there was law; %o us there-is not law but grace, To
Him there was not the new covenant, but the 0ld; to us there is not the
0ld but the new, Because saved by the grace of our God and reasizing what
we have in Him, we understand that brought into Christ we are no longer
agsoolated with the old covenant, the old law; but beloved friends, God
does not deal with men in two ways at the same time so as to eontradict
Himself, If & covenant is made with a person, a fresh covenant cammot b
made $111 the first covenant has been honored., Christ honored the Law
that 1t might be removed from us, as it is written, "Ye became dead to
the law through the body of Christ™, and I beg you to notice that is sd-
dressed to Gentile believers, Rom, 7 plainly is an epistle to Gentile
believers, All bdelievers are therefore viewed as natural in relationship
to the law, but by grace no longer asséciated with the law, being new
oreatures in Christ Jesus, We come next, therefore, to realize in a brief
statement the two positions, One, under law, there can be no righteousness;
the other, in righteousness, against such there ean be no law, Law does
not touch righteousness, You follow what I mean, If we have got beyond
the end of law into a fresh sphere, law ¢an have nothing to say to us,
The believer is entirely freed from the law, as Rom, 7 shows, VIA death,
Any attempt to bring about salvation apart from DEATH is viewed as a most
terrible sin, in Rom, 7, The woman which hath a husband is bound by the
law to her husbdand as long as he liveth, but 1f her husband is desd she
1s loosed from the law of her husband, If while her husband 1iveth she
be married to another man, she shall be called an adulteress; but if her
hugband be dead she is free from that law, so that she is no adulteress
though she be married to another man, wherefore my brethren ye also are
become dead to the law by the body of Christ., Kow you see the force of
it, If it were not for the death of Christ, we could not be asgsosiated

with Him, for by nature we are married to the law, and unless death comes
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in, there would be adultery, Death must come in, then there can be a
new arrangement, and we sre no longer viewed as under law,
But the question arises, "Are we under the law as a rule of life¢"

The expression ™Munder the law" is interesting, In Gal, 4, we sre told
Christ was under the law, ILuke 2 shows this, snd Psalm 37 reminds us how
the law of God was in His heart, and none of His steps éié slidé} Psalm
40 reminds us He delighted in the law of God, delighted to do the will wmt
of God, the law was in His heart, But it may be said, d4id not Christ do
something more than keep the law? Did He not g0 beyond the law? "Than
shalt love the Lord thy God with ALL th& heart" 1is surely comprehensive,
but how ahout the second commandment which is like it "Thou shalt love
thy neighbour as thyself", Our beloved Lord certainly loved us with an
exceeding love that He put Himself on one side, Are we then to say that

| He did more than the principle of law, In one sense we must say that all
that He did was not only more than men could do, but more than could dbe
thought of doing, - for Christ was the God-Man, yet in another, the very
demand of the law was perfection, and perfection is perfection, I think

«Ep are apt to fail to understand the words "Thou shalt love thy neighbour
as thyself", The "AS" is connecting the thought with the naturalness and
spontaneousness of our eare for ourselves, You do not THIFNK about looking
after yourself, you do it naturally, That is probadly much of the force
of the "as"; and it was blessedly natural with our bdeloved Lord to love
men, even in accord with the fact He loved such with sn everlasting love,
Rom, 13 tells us that the law is COMPREHENDED in this saying, "Thou shalt
love thy neighbour as thyself", and how is it explained? ™"He that loveth
the CONTRARY one hath fulfilled the E law", that is just what Christ aid,

for He loved enemies ungpflly ones, loved the "contrary" ones with a love

that was contrary to their lovelessmess, In 1 Cor. 9:20, we read that
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the Jews are viewed as under the law, Gal, 3:21, speaks of those who were
UNDER the law, in the old dispensation, though belieyers before faith
came were kept UNDER the law, shut up unto the faith whiech should after-
wards be revealed, Again we read of some who desire to be UNDER the law
in Gal, 4:21, That passage implies that believers are not under the law,
else could they not DESIRE to be under it, And Rom, 6:14-15, with Gal,
5:18 definitely says, "We are NOT UNDER the law", for "sin shall not have
dominion over you, for ye are not under law but under grace", "What then,
shall we sin, because we are not under law, but under grace?? Let not my
reasoning come to this™, Here LAW 1is contrasted with GRACE, - elsewhere
with faith, Again, it is contrasted with the OATH in Hebrews, Moreover,
1t is contrasted with power, "Not f after the law of & carnal commandmentJ
but after the power sf an endless life", Again 1t 1s contrasted with spirit}
for we read "If ye are lsd of the Spirit Ye are not under law", These con-
trasts struck me as very helpful, We see that law glves nothing, and de-
mands everything, but that grace tells of God's perfect giving, We are
not under law, Does this mean then we are not under law as a rule of
life? Certainly, we are not undsr the Mosaie law, To us Sabbaths do not
belong, our special gathering day to break bread 1s the first of the week,
What then, are we not wunder a principle of law as a rule of life? We
lack Seriptural authority for such a statement, that is to say for any
statement that we are under law, Hence not having Seripture authority,
why should we use the words? I prefer the Divine statement in 1 Cor, 9
"IN a law to Christ", It 1s rendered ™INIER a law", dut the Holy S%;it
varles the term, We are IN a law to Christ, There are wondrous arrange-
ments for those who are believers, but instead of finding " YOKn 4o
tind "VOM1Y n g5 some of us saw recently, "Shall go in and out and find
PASTURE", We are not shut up in a prison, The law was a child-leader to

bring us unto Christ, Seripture says, But now that faith has come we are
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no longer under & child lesder, In other words, law as a msster is no
longer viewed as exercising the authority over us as subjects, We are not
viewed as the subjects of a king, dbut as the diseiples of our Lord, yes
linked with Himself, and loving that which He loves, for the law of the
spirit of 1ife in Christ Jesus, (Ah, here is s law) has made us free from
the law of sin and death, We have not a taskmaster's pressure, we have
not a master's whip, dut God, with the anticipatory blessings of the new
eovenant, has written His laws upon our hearts that we might delight in
the law of God after the inner man, As many as are led by the Spirit are
not under law, Leading is contrasted with driving, The horse and the mule
are under law, "I will guide thee with Uine eye" explains to us a con-
trasted position, and that is ours by grace, Grace is a stronger tis to
a rightly regulated heart than bare restrictions and compulsions, Our ¥
hearts affection will do more than mere duty will ever accomplish, The
love of a parent to a child, and a e¢hild to a parent in a well regulated
home, are beyond the respect of a subject to a far off king, and a parent
will do more out of affestion for a child than the most enterprising busi-
ness man with a veiw to earthly success, Love is the strongest tie, 1if
rightly understood, It is only when we wander that a principle of law
acts (I had almost said) automadically, to bring us back from the wandering
to that affeetion which should characterise our lives, We have been called
into 1iberty, We are not to use that libverty for an occasion of the flesh,
"Besr ye one another's burdens, and so fulfil the law of Christ” implies
that though not under & law, we sre under precious bdurdens, we are UNDER
grace, And thess burdens we would beer gladly, The "UFDER" passage of
Matt, 11 puts us in a blessed relationship to our Lord, "Take My yoke upon
you and leern of Ma", There is an "under", but the bearing of the yoke
with Him which 1is a contrast to the unecual yoke of 2 Corinthians, implies
a FELLOWSHIP as well as & SUBMISSION, We are to regard ourselves as about
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to be Judged by the perfect law of liberty, It is the law yet it 1s the
law of LIBERTY, there is no mere control with it, but something deeper,
There is no WRATE within it, for the lew was given by Moses, but grace and
truth caméi:;rough Jesus Christ,

A word as to using the law lawfully, 1 Timothy 1 reminds us that
the law is to be used for those who are profane and evil, Against believers
says Gal, 5 when they walk with God there is no law, Gido not mean thgg,

& believer can lose his grace position, @Et yet in experiencé;he can fall
from grace, and if he fslls from grace he goes back to law, AMany live
legally, indeed God permits that they get baek into a legal position as

& chastisement, and also at times to prevent a still further wandering,
Not that i$ is an ideal position, The 1deal is that of living oommunion’
walking in the light, teyond the sphere of law, in conscious experience,
of a righteousness and a link indissoluble with the Lord Jesus, If we use
the law lawfully we shall use it against sinners, to remind them of their
curse, If we use the law lawfully, we shall use it to believers, not to
Judge and rule them, but to remind them of the wonderful blessing that
they are delivered from the law, We cannot mix law and Gospel in salvation,
nor can we mix law and Gospel in a saint's walk with God,

Lastly, we come to the subject of the Day of the Lord snd Prophesisd
Laws, Isa, 2:3, and Micah 4 remind us that out of Zion shall go forth t¥e
law, In Bzek, 43:11-12, we are told in connection with the temple, of
the law of the house, In that future day Israel will say exaltingly, when
God will again deal with an earthly people, - Israel will say exultingly,
"fhe Lord is our Lawgiver, the Lord is our King". Blessed is the prospect;
and then though they will be viewed as an earthly g yeople, the new covenant
will be made with the House of Israel and the House of Judsh, Laws shall
be placed in their hearts, From the nstion the stony heart shall be taken,
and to them shall be given a heapt of flesh, that they may recognize the
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Lord, from the least to the greatest, Nor will He turn His eyes from them,
nor they from Bim, For on this earth, where Christ was rejected, and even
at Jerusalem where He died, there shall be made manifest before all that
His work was not in vain; and that God's plans, that to men appear tangled,
in the history of this earth, that God's plans will yet reach a fruition
which will cause His people to praise Him, - ah, a fruition that causes
His people now to praise Him in anticipation, for He hath done, and doeth
ALL things well! Oh that we may give thanks to His Name even now,

Q. Tuc words "THE man that doeth these things shall live in them"
have a primary reference to Christ? The "THE"® singles it out,

A, It seems that in Gal, 3:12 no one else could answer the deserip=-
tion, KNoticem the tenses, The ONE That hath done these things is an in-
dividual, HATH DONE, - a finished sction, SHALL LIVE, after having dome
them, 1IN THE;: as though they meke a sphere in which He iives, Qur posi=
tion 1s shown in Eph, 2, "Created in Christ Jesus UPON good works whieh
God Yefore made ready that we should walk in them", which plainly shows
we walk about in the sphere of the righteousness of God, which is the
obedience of Christ, recognized, I would object to the expression as a
general one, "The righteousness of Christ", Seripture rather says "The

righteousness of God", but the righteousness of God is the acknowledgment

and acceptance of the OBEDIENCE of Christ,

Q. Without grace is there possibility of salvation?

X, Oh no, dear Mr, -- how could there possibly be? Law could only
lead us to doom. 4All are born sinners and live sinners, and will die
sinners unless vitally united to the Lord Jesus,

Q. (?})

A, When men are Judged according to works there will be differences
of FUNISHMENTS, dut the sentence of death comes first,. A1l are under the
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gsentence of death, Degrees of punishment beyond death are a different
matter, Judgment according to WORKS is God's revelation if His right-
sousness governmentally, and furthermore & witness against annihilation,

Q. The language of some seemns to indicate that they believe that
the Jews will Ye saved in a different way to what believers are saved
now, A kind of mixture of luw and grace?

A, I have heard the expression thst those who "Washed their robdes
and made them white in the dlood of the Lamd"™ could.not have been a
heavenly people, because THEY washed their robes, The argument cuts
very strongly against the truth of grace, If there is any expression
there that is contrary to grace, then some are to be saved apart from
grace, How can this be?

Q. What about heathen%

A, As many as have sinned without law shall perish without ruw,
in the day when God shall judge the secrets of men, "Shall not the
Judge of all the earth do right?"

Q. (7)

A, To, bdut the invisible things of God from the creation of the
world are clearly seen being made manifest by the things that they bve-
hold in nature, and also by God's providential dealirgs, to say nothing'
just now, of His individual sovereign workings,

Q. Yes, that is right, they are living according to what they
gsee of God in nature, dbut they have never heard about God.

A, Fever has a man lived up to his light,

Q. That is quite right.

A, But what shall we say, will they be for eternity in the
wrath of God? MUST be, MUST be,

Q. Take for example, Africa, - three quarters are in derkmess
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they have never heard about Christ, and so on?

A, Dear Mr, -~ the difficulty is not greater than that of those
in this land, because when God was pleased to permit them to he born
into this land, He Xnew what they would hecome, and therefore the in-
cidental fact that from OUR position mw some SEEM to have a better
chance than another, does not toueh the point at all, We have to rea-.
lize that we see but parts of His ways, and that the Judge of all the
earth SHALL do right.

Qs Will there bYe any eleetion among them?

A, God ocan work in His mighty power and save where He pleases,

He can bdring before heathen if He will, mw even in their last moments
the Gospel of His grace, just as He saves those who die in infaney by
the presious blood of the Lor*d Jesus; but we are not governed by His
sgcret workings, We lmow that the whole world lieth in the wicked one,
and that the fact of a man being in Afriea or in England does not
affect this utter ruin, The ruin 1is everyhhers, God knowing all things
is pleased that one is born ¥x wwwwyw in Africa, and another in Eng-
land, 1In one sense it 1s more terridle to be born in England unless
one is callad by oalled by grace, for increased privileges mean in-
creased doom, yet God with full foreknowledge of everything, is pleased
to arrange in providence that which would make the mind stagger, did

we not rest on His sovereignty snd His wisdom,



