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I want to spesk, as the Lord shall enable, on the subject
of "Reverence'". The word "Reverence" is like to the word "Fear".
We can easily see this if we take off its end. "Reverence”
shortens to “revere". "Revere" is similar to "fear”. Reverence
toward God is a right fear of God. When we commence the stuldy
of fear, we approach a topic which has two very distinct aspects.
There are few negative commands in Scripture that are more
repeated than "Fear noty. MNMeny k=xe of God's dear cgildren,
having passed through problems, have found & sweetness in the
continual commend, "Fear not™, "Fear not™, "Fear not™, To
collect the paessages would be helpful. But this 1s ONE aspect
of fear. Another aspect concerns the fear thaet hath torment,
as 1 John 4 says, and we remember the prophecy of men's heaxrts
foiling them for fear, (Luke 21. 2b). Thanks be ubbto God for
the totally distinct aspect, the fear of the Lord which is
approved; which, far from having torment, is the beginning of
wwisdom, and far from being condemned, it is commended, yea and
commanded. I think I am right in saying thet fourteen times
over, the book of Proverbs emcourages to the fear of the Lord,
and this is an essential part of a right recognition of God.

You recollect how clearly,in Halachi, God shows thet all His
Names have & corresponding responsibility. He says, If I be a
®sther,where is lMine honmour? and 1f I he = Master, where is My
Pear? The Father is entitled to honour, end the Master is
entitled to Ffear. =Tvery neme of God has & RESTONSIBILITY for us
Oh how important that we should reslise this. Apain in the 119th
Psalm, the psalmist is exceeding happy. 1t is true he says,
"Rivers of waters run down mine eyes”, but there is also the

declaration "I rejoiced at Thy word as ome that findeth great



Spoil". THow sweet are Thy words"™, and so forth. But he
definitely says, "ily heart standeth in g we of Thy word". In
other languege, we see he has a deep reverence for God, a deep
concern that God may bes exalted. "y flesh trembleth for Pear
of Thee, and I am afraeid of Thy judgments.”" That is yet gore
remarkable is that in Scriptmre written for saints of the present
dispensation there is the strongest approval of fear AND TREMBLING.
I feel somewhat convinced that if such language were not occurring
in the epistles by the Holy Spirit through Paul, there are a
large number who would view such wording as expremely legselistic,
and they would say, "It is cuite out of keeping with the present
dispensation"”. 3But to prevent +this misunderstending, the Hply
Spirit has put this instruction in the epistles through Paul.
The spostle himself was at Corinth with weakmess, fear, and much
trembling. He enccurages believers to work out their owm
selvation with fear and trembling;- Phil. 2. 12: and in Eph.6.5
we have the thought of servants being obedient %o their masters
with fear and trembling, in singleness of their heart as unto
Christ. In like manuer inm 1 Pet. 1. 17 the apostle of the
circumcision says, "Pass the time of your sojourning here in
fear™. I would repeat, this is not the fear which hath torment,
but it is a godly fear, & trembling before Him lest we grieve
and dishonmour Him! A sense of His greatness and an awe of Hin¥
There are other parallel expressions which would prevent the sad
confusion which men frequently make between intimscy and
familiarity, and, likewise, between fear and a condition of
being frightened. The believer has an intimacy, but is to
avold a mere familiarity as to God. He is to cultivate a fear,
but he should never be terrified, or afraid with sny amazement.
These things are confused by man, but God has marked them out as
distinet.
guite xLPexe. We, receiving a kingdom which cannot be moved,
let us have grace whereby we may serve Fod acceptably with
reverence &nd godly fear.™ That is a precicus command. Our God

is a Consuming Fire. God is not a man, and He is not to be
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treated as & man. He is not to be treated lightly. God as =&
Pather expects honour. The very name "Father" which brings
Him sc close to us is, as we have seen, associated with this

in Malachi, and where the Loxrd Jesus unveils the Name "Father!
He gives the same thought. TFor it is "Our Pather, Which ar$ in
heaven, HALLOWED BE THY NAME". The very first petition is that
the name of the Father may be hallowed, sanctified, set apert,
exalted, glorified. "Hallowed be Thy Name". We find a
remarkable case of a men who drew very near to God in the
earlier Scriptures. loses spoke with God as a msn spesketh
with his friend; or, raether, the Lord spoke with him thus.

We must distinguish these two aspects. The Lord is not

ashamed to call His people brethren, but there is no warrant

in Sceripture for them to address Him as Elder Brother, THAT

is famildiarity. The Lord will say to His people, Well done,
good and fgithful servant, but there sre none who will go
before Him and say, I have been a faithful servent. THEY will
say, We have been unprofitable servents. OFften to adopt the
language which the Lord uses ¥n mercy would hbe to pervert

the lenguage, for it would be setting forth of a proud self-
asgsertion. Hence just as we find that Moses emphasizes God's
glory, we find the privileged liodes partiocularly blamed and
kept out from the land wkm hecause HE IELIEVER NOT GOD TO
SANCTIFY HIM. He did not honour God and exalt God as he should
have done. We realise that there is a great need for a holy
sense of the majesty of God. Job spoke too glibly about

going into God's presence, and defending his case there, %11l
Gcd revealed Himself, and then Job said, I abhor myself, mine
eye seeth Thee. He realised the greatness of God, apnd God
said, Job hath spoken of Me the thing thet is right, - a very
besmtiful testimony. Then further we have brought before us the
45th Psalm which sets forth very beautifully the nearness of
the Lord's people to Him, and that they are brought intc bridal
relationship with Him. But we have the striking statement there,
He is THY ILORD and worship thou Him. Yes, beloved friends, we
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\n never realise toc much the grestness of God. He is great

18 greatly to be praised, end as our very wall reminds us,

Freatly to be feared in the assembly of His saints, and to be
18d in reverence of gll that are about Him". We dare not treat
70d lightly. Now that is the general aspect of our study. I
am convinced that our particular need is, (I speak to myself as
to you), our need is that the Holy Spirit should apply this in
the details of our 1ife, where we often overlook true maenifesta-
tions of reverence.

I suppose that we have no hesitetion in the Pirst
thought, that we are to reverence God in our hearts. "Sanctify
the Lord of Hosts Himself, and let Him be your Fear gnd let Him
be your Dread”, is explained as "Sanctify the Lord in your hearts"
1 Pet. 3, 15. We have no difficulty in reslising this, that God
is to be feared, honoured, exalted in the inner recesses of our
heart. We are to think of His majesty. The idea of a believer's
body being a2 temple implies how everything inm that bellever is to
centre round the worship of God. It is not only & house, but a
temple. A believer is a worshipping person. The characteristic
of the wholéggzggzgfis to be "worship”. It is here that we fall
gshort, but we can easily apply this thought in general anqbee
at once it is right. Worshipping God in the heart, and feaering
Him, erd havtbg a dread of grieving Him, - this is & true internal
reverence, but our worship must not only be within, there must be
the sctions without. Our body is to EXPRESS what is inside, and
thongh we cannot "see" the worship within, the outer arrangements
of the temple must indicate what building it is. It is worthy of
notice thaet men are religious in a number of ways. They have an
attitude of worship, and the child of God needs to be impressed
with the thought that meny who are serving idols seem to show more
devotion than the believer, - but this is a disgrace. We ought
by our aoctions to express what God has»put within. I am thinking,
primarily, of actions in our own individual 1ife, and first; - Is
there not a mall for reverence as to prayer, - individual preyer?

I suppose all of us find that one cf the greatest dangers is a
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careless manner of private prayer. The very fact that our
private preyer is frequent, end rightly frequent, is often
made the backgroudd for a lightness in its menner. In other
words, the very earnestness with which we seek to have prayer
morning, noon, and night, as it were, would seem to be Saten's
opportunity for meking us indifferent, and ofttimes, I suppose,
in our very kneeling down we find that we realdily plsce ourselves
in a posture which tends toward sleepiness, and thus indifference
rather than a godly trembling. I suppose every bellever must
feel that though God is not a tasimaster, anl that thoughf God
delights in His people's prayers, even when they are tired out,
yet we often teke "advantage™ of His love, to put our body in a
position which invites a lack of devotional enthusissm. Our
faces buried in our hands helpfo send our braims to sleep, and
thus we are apt to put aside all intensity. Doubtless the Holy
Spirit Xmew this whw He emphasized the forms of prayer, as kneeling
and standing, and when He glsof laid a spress upon the stretching
out of the hanis; for kneeling, unless there is & measure of
stretching out of the hands is aspt to become quite as lazy as
sitting down. Oh, beloved friends, I would speak to myself as
well as to you, thet we mey be careful not to ask the Lord %o
keep us out of temptation, and then run into it. If we want to
be awake with sn intensity in prayer, let us not put ourselves
in the position of going to sleep. If we want to be reverent,
1et us not recline our bodies amd rest our heads in a way which
would easily tend toward the grossest irreverence. God should
be honoured and exalted as to our prayer.

Secoitdly, God is to be reverenced in our use of Hia
Neme. The believer should avoid all language which lacks
reverence. Some expressions are ALWAYS out of place. There
are many who use the name of God very lightly, provided it is
not a ususl name of Gol; they use exclamations which drag in
some neme of the Lord. Beliewers mhould stand eloof from this
altogether. But even right expressions must be used carefully

Our old English "God forbid"™ doces not occuriin the original Greek.
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It is put in by men, and the tendency is found smong not a few
to use such an expression, or "Praise the Lord™, or "Hallelujah"
in a way which is quite unbefitting His reverence. Only a man
who bows before God as Nehemiah, is able to engage in ejaculatodky
prayer with befitting manner. Our language also should be
careful as to abbreviations. Have you not heard many who
profess the Name of the Lord say "D.V." guite glibly, forjetting
that they are shorteuning the Name of God, by the letter "D", and
that they are uttering it in an offhand and aimost careless menner.
Even when we say "If the Lord will" we should be careful to
reglise WHO He is. THIS should not be merely an expression
uttered by our lips. We want grace to FEEL what we say. There
15 such a danger lest, with Irequency of uéterance, words should
become mere words to us anld nothing more.

I go 8 step further. The believer should be reverent
in his actions toward the things which are related to God, and
associated with Him. It is not encouraging to see a believer
use his Bible "roughly". It is not encouraging tc see a believe
put it sside in a careless way. I do not mean that we are to
worship paper and ink. I do not mean that we are to hold Dbooks
in our hsesnds as though they were our gods. There is a danpger
that Satan will turn EVERYTHING away from the Lord. But, Oh,
beloved friends, in svoiding cue unlikely extreme, 4o not run
into the other likely extreme. The other, and alas usual,
extreme, is to be careless about the things of God. Careless
about our Bibles, careless gsbout +thet which is associated with
the Lordi. 1In this connection, mey 1 suggest that the way in
which believers often pile a bumber of other books on the top
of thelr Bibles hardly suggests a due care for the Scriptmres.

T do not say that the heaping up of other books Jdamages & Bible.
But is it wise? Does it suggest reverence 1o OTEERS?

wurther, there is a need for reverence which will
show itself im the quality of all our home and business sctions.
A reverence for God which trembles to grieve Eim, which btrembles

iest there should be an excusing of sin. A clear conscience is
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. point
very preclous., not only on ONE $axk, but as to all details.
We should dread dishcnouring the N@me of God by breaking His
appointments and showing a carelessness - let this word not
be repcared in vain, - a carelessness as to His will.

I pass next to consider the agssembly of the saints
Where God is greatly to be feared. Now, I suppose, beloved
friends, that the oliest Christisn is still prone to extremes,
and he is to be careful lest in revolt from mere formalism
he exalts "informalism". The Corinthians hsad 1little gatherings,
and assembly meetings. In the little gatherings they seem to
have definitely put ssiie certain forms of reverence, and into the
éssembly gathering they brought their meal, or rather just prior
to the assembly gathering they, having brought their meals, esat
them, and some fellow believers were quite overlooked and
discarded. Then after such selfish and indulgent feasts those
gathered went on with that which claimed to be the Lord's
Supper. The appstle spoke with a tremendous severity in this
connection. He said, Have ye bot houses to est and drink in,
or despise ye the church of God? He 4id not mean +that the
structure was the church of God, but that the assemdbling of
God's people was a deeply solemn matter, thaet the Lord Who
varticularly presences Himself Bhere two or three are gathered
into His Neme, has a specigl stress upon the united worship of
those who eunter into the words "In the midst of & called out
agsembly I will sing praise unto Thee™. Not only is & believer
raised to a great dignity as & believer; dbut a company of
believers is of peculiar importance because of what it is to
Christ, end the work of the Holy Spirit in the midst. God made
certain arrangements for Israel because He walked in the camp,
end THEREFORE THE CAMP WAS HOLY. God's arrangements for His
people in the olien times have many parallels now; jus% as the
pon-muzzling of the ox that treadeth out the corn was to give
striking teaching for sesints tc-day. Nothing is upimportant.
"God is greatly to be feared in the assembly of the saints”.



The spostle throughout thig chapter emphasizes that the thoug...
1% GOD'S exaltation. When he makes arrangement for "gisterg™
as to all their brayer, he does not Simply suggest relationship
to other Pellow creatures, though he does mention this. He 3oces
not only indicste rosition as to angels, though he does refer to
this, but he reaches the olimax in connecticn whth the thought
"Is it comely th rray thus unto GOD? Now we have the same
éspect further on tn the chapter. Despise ye the church of GOD?
It is because it belongs tc GOD that there should be reverence.
Now I take it we acknowledge that all}%éverence in a gathering
ls despising God, for that which despised & church of God was,
apd is, Jespising something which was important because 1%
belonged, and belongs, to God. His presence should csuse us to
have & reverence. Now this has a twofold bearing. ®irst, as
to ourselves individuelly. We should be very careful if
anything hinders QUR due behaviour, but the Corinthians were
Particulaerly blamed for the effact of their actiors upon cthers,
and we need to enter into the same thought. Anything thst takes
other beliewers sway from a fitting reverence is CRUEL. It is
despising a shurch of God, or that which is in measure parsllel,
and even when only & few believers sre gathered apart from the
Yreaking of bread, as we are gathered this evening, it is serious
to disturb worship.

Ch, béloved friends, it is comparatively essy for us
to see the need for reverence when we are talking together of the

things of God and never to speak lightly of Him +hen. It is

comparatively easy for us to SAY we will have reverence for God

altering
that 1s afraid of kxm=kimg His sppointed will. But we want to

g0 2 step further. We do wsnt that we should be csreful sbout

the LITTLE things which htnder communion with God, which,
imperceptidly, hinder power in a meeting. The Lord is equel

to &11 emergenciesf When we preach God's gospel gt g

street corner we are sometimes in the midst of uster confusion

and the Lori's people have experienced the joy of His presence
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like Stephen in the midst of a hubbub of an extitei crowd.

Some of us present can remember vrayer-meetings in Aldgate
Avenue amidst the din of continusl noise at the door, which

one would have said would hseve naturally prevented the whole

of worship: but God was, and is, equsl to such things when

we cannot stop them. When there is the giiigggsof the sinful
heart let loose to try snd breask up that which is service unto
God, God can give a Peace of mind amid 4t all, but when that
which hinders reverence 1s our own fault and can itself be
hindered, we should, by His grace, deal with it Pirmly and
sternly. Perhaps in this connection I ought to say, speaking
with one who was recently with us for a few days, respecting
the Lord's Supper, I found that there was considerable
difficulty in his fullest enjoyment of the gathering, though

it was an evening when the Lord blessed us very much, - a
considerable difficulty beczuse of the little helps to
irreverence of some moving abecut in the meeting. Perhaps such
came in lete, and, as a result, another*difficulty”, and gnother -
of various kinds - will seem to intrude, ard perplex snd confulde
I feel it is only right to mention this. I believe that 1f
children of God would unite in prayer, lateness on the Lord's
day, at least, will be a thing of the past, and that our gracious
God will maznifest (as parents are more and more spiritually
concerned in the home) -~ will menifest that He has power to keep
the little ones quiet in the gathering of His people. I do

not Por one moment feel that believers should lose the privilege
of breaking bread because they have 1little ones in their

family, - that would be, I think, cormitting an act which
grieves the Lord; but I equally feel that it is fhetr responsibility
to expect, snd all our respohsibilities to expect, and tc act
accordingly, that God will prevent such hindrances to the
®orship of His people. In this connection, may I point out how
cften a believer will caivse irreverence and hinder worship even
by just turning roun& in #he neeting. It appeaks a very slight

sotion, but it hinders others. Somatimes a believer may S]7
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"just a word" to another while the gathering is going on.

This oan considerably hinder reverence. I suppose in nearly
every case the word could have been kept back till afterwards,

or omitted altogether. There is not a necessity for it. I

gm not pleading for the exaltation of & building, but that there
should be & quietness when children of God are gathered! Though
not pleading for the exaltation of a building, I do feel that the
building where we gather to worship God and to honour Him 18
oftentimes more likely to see quiet and reverent meetings if
there is a gquietness, within, and outside, it, BEFORE the meetings
and APTERWARDS. To glibly say, "Oh the meeting is not on and the
building is nothing” would be to fail in the reslisation of the
solemnity o2 God and His mse jesty and His glory. It is easier to
hinder others than we know. I feel in this connection that those
who do not know the Name of the Lord, who are not His people,
should be taught and urged to show a definite respect for the
concern of those who are His people, whether they be young or ol4d,
should be kept back from any irreverence of hurrying about in a
meeting-room when children of God are just preparing for worship,
or have just finished worship. Worship is so solemn, for God is
80 holy. Even the moving of a form, or table, may interrupt
others. Details of arrangement may cause perplexity, and may teke
the mind off the Lord. Beloved friends, we are gll apt to see
the faults of-others mere thanm our own. We are 2ll apt te¢ think
the 1ittle trifling things cannot be avoided when they are our
own actions. I do not want a believer to say, Oh I must keep
away from the gathering because I have a cough. I do not want a
believer if suffering from a cold to be irn dread the whole
evening if he or she should disturb by coughing; but I do feel
thet the power and the grace of God can even deal with a cough,
and that oftentimes we are more careless if we have a cough
ourselves than we desire others to be. TWe can often bury every
disturbing vpise more fully than we think, that there may be &
quietness and & help to the solemnity of reverence before our

glorious and zrescious God. I have only mentioned & few things,
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but I want them to be pondered in the Holy Spirit. There are
hundreds of other things. ILet us search our hearts that we may
show what we can do to prevent a lack of quietness before God.
I am quite aware that in the week meny MUST come in from their
business when the meeting is started. Yet I would ask them %o
avoid moving about the rocm during prayer or singing of a hymn
of praise. I am quite aware that coming from thefr business
they must be late, nor does this wrongly hinder us. God over-
rules when the problem is necessary. Unnecessary troubles need

to be put on one side.

I would earnestly,therefore, ask God's dear people to make
these things a matter of prayer, and to seek grace from Him that
in the power of the Holy Spirit there may be obedience and =
concern which will henceforth glorify His Name.



