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Our subjcot, beloved friends, is Boripture snd
Zocialiem. The Soripture comes first in the subleect, ana X
want 41t to be firat in our meditation. I should be very sorry
if cur gathering was in any legree unspiritually ocoupied with
history, or with argument. We desire %o be ocoupiled with Chrigt.
Ve have 8 reason for this if we have tasted thet the Lord is
gracious, -~ a resson from which nothing can sheke us, from which
no mev can turnm us. If we reslise that all Soripture is given
by inspiration of God, anld 1ig¢ prefitsble for doetrine, for reproof,
for correction, for instruction in righteousuess; and that God's
word is a lamp unto our feet snd a light unto our path; we should
be unwige indeed if we put the Soripture in a seccunlary poeition,
snd sttempted,with the wesk powers of our faulty minds, to grasy
the tremendous problems which socislism trises unsuccessfully to
remove; but which the Gospel of tha Orace of God removes for
individusls, and explains in thelr true besring as to the history
of this dispensetion. Redeemed with the precious dlood of Chrint,
end brought near to ®od, brought to posseans privileges beyond the
higheast height whioh socielisn can suggest, we canwnot bring
ourselves dovn to contemplate socislism as if it were & new Gospel.
To us 1t ie so infinitely inferior %o the glcrious message of God's
grace that 1ifts rebels out from their deserved prison intc the
oloaeat friendship with God; it 18 go infinitely and hopelessly
inferior to this Gospel, that we muast speak first and foremost
of Christ, augfwhat He is to us.

Furthermore, we desire, {I am sure I express YOUR
wish), we desire that our meditations might not only be
scourate, but linked with obedience. If any one will to do
God's will, he shall know of the Acctrine. And let us reccllect
that in Rom. 12 we are told that when we present our bodies a

living sscrifice, and sre not conformed to this age, but are
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transformed by the remewing of our mini, we coms to perceive
vhet is that good,and ascceptable, snd porfect, will of God.
Yas, the good, and acceptable, and perfeat, will of Goa
attracts us, and we want to run the way of His commapdiments
with hearts which He Himeelf has enlarged. Hence, though I
should he most unwilling to misrepresent socisliem, my desire
is to "represent” the Soriptures, ani to set them forth; not
as 8 rival with sooislism, not &8s on slternative to socialiasm;
but es they are inm deed ond in truth - an unveiling from God;
contrasted with all the socislism of man,-the power of %ol unto
ealvetion to every one that believeth; that ®hich 18 vot cnly
i1 fferent in degree from every human plan, but different in kind.

It is well to unlerstand something of what is mesnt by
the word "Sooielien”. We now, thank God, vhat is mesnt by the
word "Soripture”. We have no docubt upon that faot. Scoielism,
I notice, has been defined as "The name given to any one of
various schemes for regenerating society, by & more agual
distribution of property, and especially by substituting the
privciple of essociation for that of competition™. You oan see
in the word "scoislism” 1tself, the very term "assooistion™;
end "social”, "society", and "sociable” are from the ssme root.
The ides, therefore, is companionship. The word is a ninetesnth
century word, dating back to about 1833. BPut npparently it was
little used at first. I turned up & didtionary of 1865; it was
net to be found there. I d0 not day that socislism is in all
its forms a hineteenth century product, but its development
Belongs to that period; and the majority of us can see that some
of its most rspid developments have takem place in ocur cun
lifetime. Its history, therefore, is brief, but remarkabdle.
Remarksble, in that i% began in such & small way. snd advemced
80 rapidly. You will observe the words whioh I have alreesdy
quoted, "Regewerating sooiety". Another writer describes it
with reaspect to the "reorgeonisation” of scciety. We realise
there I8 a real regeneration of iniividusl persons, 8nid there
18 something better thesn reorganisetion, on an infinitely higher

Plans. But the voriei schemes of men are VERY wvaried. It is so
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diffioult Yo grasp them all in one word. Though they all have
scmaething in oommon, they are varied from the theoretic view of
mystic sooislism, to that whioh developa into practical ansrchy.
They are varied from that whioh is desirous of a gradual
legislative ohange to that whioh is prepered for the most
revolutionary sotiwities. All thess things are comprehended
within the term ™sccialism™. It is somewhet solemm to reslise
how large s share the Jewish mind hes had in ita formyxlation.

The nation of Isrzel can £ind no true rest till 1% shail be found
in the still-rejectcd Messiah.

A Toot-principles has slreasdy been indiceted, - ™A more
equsl distribution cof property”. Linked with that root-principle
there is the idea that "work™ alone entitles to possession. Now
such a theory can produce gulite Aifferent results according to
what is understood by "work™. Some will be ocoupied with the work
of the hands others will inoclude the work of the mind. Moreover,
whoet 18 work? How c¢sn you neasure it? You ¢san welgh goods, you
can have a thermometer to tell the heat; but how will you estimate
different kinds of work? Cune msn &oces a pilece of work which, in
its productiveness, iz egual to the work of ten men, yet in a tenth
of the time. Shall sll be regeried as workers alixe,according to
the smount of time? or shall the different physical and mental
cepabilities and arfjig4£aHauum be sllowed to influence? And
further, though the genoral sntagbniem of this prinociple is to all
possession of capital, the Adenial of capitsl becomes practically an
impossibility for AS SOON AS & man possesses sanything, unless he
spends it up 1v less than s second of time, he.is, for a moment,
however brief that moment may be, a oapitalist. TYou ocannot deny
the existence of propexty; you camnnot destroy the existence of
ﬂf propexty; and while men have 3different opinions, and &ifferent
attitudes, end differemt methods, some will be thrifty end preserve
their possesaions, others will ba osreless snd gquandey their
possessicns; eome will be miserly and hoard their possessions,
others will be generous and give away their poasstssicns. You cannot

bring men to a fixed rule in this matter. If you say "Let there be
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no rule", which is one form of sbeislism, viz.~anarchy: - and let
every men 3o that whioh is right in his own eyes; you make
capitalism jJustifiadble in accord with the wish of one man to
pregorve that which he has gainel by work, and he has acqgmired a
right to vass it on to another. In other words, sooclialism rests

upen & theory which in itself has much that looks attractive te

the troudled mini, dbut which is sn undefinably vaegue and impossibly-
applicadle theory. I said just now that socislism contains that
which is attractive. I want us to look for a few moments at the
state of the worli. Here are we, physically upon this esrth, after
centuries of nominal aivance in civilisation, after centuries of
nominal Christisnity; and what is the state of affairs? We cannct
hide our eyes from the fsot that the state of affairs is VERY sericus.
Msny ccme along and heve a sufden, superfloial view of the swiful
conditions around, snd they rapidly assume a methol of righting them.
Socialism APPEARS a c¢uick cut to success. I suppose we enter into
this mole of thought; for when anything exists, it is very easy to
gee ITS %efectsy 1%t 1s very easy to propose a coritiolsm; it 1as very
patural to think something else would be better, and to inaugurate,
with hopefulness, & fresh arrangement. Capitalf and labour, as
distincet and contrasted, exist. Socialisn can realily see some of
the OUTWARD defects*of the present age. The work of a eritic 1s
very elemeuntary. We often imagine that we can £ind a remely, whereas
tho remely is oftentimes an UNTRIED method which is itself worse then
the disease, but t11ll 1t is tried it has an attrzction; sné& the
blackness of the atate of earth makes men who are at ell concerned
thereby, look with snxious eyes toward any method which would seem
to provide for the righting of the warong, and the inmprovement of
the econonmis conditions., I nesd hardly say thst in so spesking I am
referring to that whioh mey be characterised as, in large messuve,
"honest socialism”. I am dealing with those whc have thought and
pondered the problems. I am not dealing with the man who feels,

"I am poorer than scmeone else, why should he be richer than I am? -
TLet us share”. I am not desling with the aspeot of the one who would

rile LA rough shod over every law of Go3 snd man, that he may assert
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himself, and who merely siopts the theories of socislism that he
may gain his personally selfish ends. I am rather referxring to
the thoughtful young men, who, at the present time, is faced with
the awful ruin of the world, end who, not knowing Ged's
iispensational purpose, snd not realising 50d's infinite grace

in the Gospel, feels that something ought to be docne tec alter
thet which he dces not see is the continual prciuct of the
hopelessly sinful hesrt. I am referring to the one vho weighs
these subjects and who is willing himself to lcose in the
application of the principles which he holds dear. We, *too,

can loox upon the worlid and see its ruin. That ruln is brought
inte more lurild light in the present state of effairs,amild a nigh
world-wide sonflict. Before 1t began there was much which woula
distraoct, but now it is drought to the surface. Inequalities
among men are serious. Starvation facaes many by reason of the
present war. The indirect ieaths are innumeradle, and many there
are who feel perplexei because of the great lever which
commercislism has had in ALL the upheavals of the 19th century.
And sc g3 THEY look upon these things, and as we look upcn these
things, snd see commercialsim with its struggle of man with man,
and its antagonisn between those of different spheres; they, and
we, too, must feel there iz something radiceally wrong in the
principle of commercialism, or rather 4in its lack of primeiple.
There 18 something hopelessly wrong in that which, on the cne
hsnd oftentimes produces wealth st the cost of lives, snd thet
which on the part of the worker produces something valuadble amid
cenditions of indifference Aiscontent, and even desireg to
indifectly rob an employer! Such ritiable opposition, suck

Lack of true emthusiasm for proiucts nsturally good snd idesirable,
muat appear to the thoughtful man of the world a sad olimax of
many years of nominal eduocation and civilisation. Behold the
workman taking no Interest in much of his work, but wishing to

behold
best his emplceysr; and?the employer, in many cases associsted

with a aoulless business concern aiming at a dividend, the more

evidentl  ~ ~erned” that there may be gein and profit than thst
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there may be the comfort and true prosperity of those who are
employed. I am not now dealing with exceptions, I am not now
dealing with indiviiuals who have kinily wishes. The genersl
state of affairs 1s selfishness gleorified. Capitalism 1llus-
trates 1t, but labour illusirates 1t equally. There is nothing
to chocae between the two giénaeotions of men. The war of
vations is a result of the natursl condition of man, which always
expresses itself in s desire for personal wishes tc be realimed.
Man is a faillurel

We turnm tc the book of Becleslastes, and we find thexe
the meditations of a philosopher, who, with unigue opnortunitiss,
investigated everything, and found nothing sstlsfactory, nothing
satisfying, under the sun. In the first chapter he says, {verse
14), "I have seen all the works dome under the sun; and, behoid,
8ll 1is vanity snd vexation of spirit. That which is crooksd
cannot be made straight: and that which is wanting cannot be
rumbered.”™ Chapter 3. 16 is Jefinitely to the point. ™and
morecver I saw unier the sun the place of Juigment, that
wiokedness was there; snd the place of rightecusness, that
iniquity was thexre™. Ch. 4. 1 - "So I returned, and ccnsidered
8ll the oppreasions that are Aone under the sun: and behold the
tears cf such as wers oppressed, and they hed nc socmforter; and
cn the side of thelr oppressors there was power; but they had
no comfortexr®. Ch. 5. 8 - "If thou seest the ovpressicn of the
pocr, and vioient perverting of Juigment and Justice in a province,
marvel not at the matter: for He That is Righer than the hixghest
regardeth; and therse be higher than they™. A look round upon
82ll the ocircumstances of the 19th century must produce misery
irn 8 thoughtful mind, must nproduce discontent, and a feellng
akin with that which is recordeld in Rcolesias'tes. Henace we
cannot be surprised at the development of socislism. Tou have
noticed, beloved friends, how there are =0 many related sspects
of scclalism which illustrete exsotly what I mesn. We think of
the republice whioch have besen formed in the laest few yesrs. We

think of the tremendous increase of the socialistic wvote, even
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in lends like Goermany, end the long-favoured country wherein

we are fTouni. 'e notice the progrese of co-operative socileties,
the spreald of traie-unionism, the increase of strikes: - all these
are e¢vidences of the underlying spirit of socislism. It is
remarkable how the present confliet has brouzht this to the
front as naver before, snl in strange comneoticns; for as -
emergency war meagures, govermment 1s "nationalising"™ much in

a way that is actually preparing for a sccialistioc nstionalisiog
and thus the extremes of emergency and of sociasliam are sctually
helping one another toward the development of much which is
prophesied in the last days. Yes, "prophesied™, for we find

in Dan. 2 the indiwation that the fourth kingiom revivei will

be part of iron and part of clay. I suppose we see amcng us,

or rather let me say)in this land,-for the Lord's people are in
all »lsces a separated company; - we see in this land a atriking
illustration of Dan. 2. 43, ""Whereas thou sawest iron mixed with
miry clay, they shall mingle thenselves with the seed of men,
Put they shall not cleave one to another”, The#s 1is no real
FELLOWSEIP? between oapital @nd labour: there is no real
FELLOWSHIT between suthority end demoaracy; though there may

be & Yemporary emalgemation es we Bee in so many of the
compromising srrangements which exist in these days, in order
thet each nay support the other in the tremenious conflicts

anil struggles through vhich all lands are passing. The history
of the fourth empire is itself sufgestive. (o2 marks oub in
this seaond chapter of Daniel a gradation: - gold, silver, copper,
and iron: - & gradation which is 2 degradation. Now Rome's
early history was ascociated with kings, and then i1t csme down to
be what I may torm "democracy’, out from which sprung that which
rmight slmost be regarded as the tyranny of the empire. Its

past history thorefore seems suggestive of the indicstion of
democracy; but whem the clay im introduced in the vision, there
is something vhich is not only less then the glorious geld of
rutcaoxaoy, but there is that which is inPinitely weaker, because

80 brittle, and whioh is manifestly of the ground, of the earth:
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in other words, & sproad cf democracy, far beyomd anything which
Rome experienced 'in the past; and probably from that democraoy
will spring the exaltation of the ome who has the number of men;
#nd who, as the glory cf men, end as the man of sin, ia thus
merked out as what I mey call "the hewo of socialism™; the one
who will exslt himself, ani will do according to EIS WILL, but
who will, nevertheless, rise up, primaxily, not sc much as the
king, dbut as the MAN. In this fact, in the very word "man" we
see the trend of the times: nor should we bhe usmindZul of the
wordas, "Because LATWLESSHESS shsll abouni, the love of msany shall
wax cold.” If I mistake not the state of affairs suggested by
the present course of evenis, and the state of affzirs msrked
cut by Sceripture, unier Antichrist; both imply sccialisnm.
Present events point OH to it. The circumstonces under Antichrist
revealed in Soripture point BACK to it. We are nesr the joining
moment, when the events which are leading up tc the fulfilment
of Soripture will pass into that exsaet fulfilment; snd the
believing nmind will reslise that Goid forelmew the whele with all
its blackness; sand therefore the hearts will asmin be euncouraged
to aay "“vem so, Come, Lpxd Jesus"; conscicus that Ile Who has
not male s mistake in recording that which is ssd, hss not nsde
a mistake in recording that which attrsets the nesrt's dedight
of Iis redeemed.

%e pass then to considar the contrasted position
which Scripture dbrings bvefore us, entirely contrasted with
that of soclagliesm. HFirat of all, believers ere n BDEPARATED
people. The world is composed of two compenies: - those whe
are outsile Christ; agg7égo, in mcocord with infinite love, hswve
been quickened, snd brought into = new femily, - into the
kingiom and patience which is in Jesus, so that their citizen-
gship is in heaven, - a pecple who are linked with Christ; He is
their Life; He 1s their Lord; He is their A1l ip All. 1T need
hardly tell you that Scripture is full of statements regeriing
this. IDence socialism,which assumes the removal of nationsl

boundaries, md the introduction of an internstionel brotherhool,
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ignores the funismental fact that there has been malle by and

in Christ a spiritusl dbrotherhood; & brotherhood of those whom
HE 18 not ashemed to call "brethren”, who have bessn born of the
Spirit of God, snd who are thus declered to be cslled out from
the world. Those who take this attitule are bound, preciousdy
beund. and should be heppily bound, by the law of Christ. JHere
at once we have a clear cut line of demarcatiocn bhetween the
attitude cf the belliever and the attituie of the socislist.

Tha believer says, "I heve been set epart by the blccd of Christ,
end now it is my reaponsibility es a redeemed one to have the
glory of God ss en all-ccmprehensive objeot, and for the glory
of God, to fulfil every part of that whioch my Lord hes appoinited”.
The socialist locks to Matt. 5, svi he says, I £ind Sume
excellent words here. The princivle of not standing up for one's
own goods, but giving them tc sncther, in some relationships,
cormends itself to him. 3ut how sbout the woris, "Blessed are
ve when mer shall revile you, and persecute you, and shall say
all msnner of evil agninst you Palsely for My seke™? IHe may
remark, "There should be no artagcnism betweon men. '“hosoever
ig angry' is in o serious ocnditicn”. He may approve of such
definite lenguage, but how about. the words, 'Therefore, if thoun
bring thy gift to the amltar, and there remenmberest that thy
brother has aught sgainst thee; leave there thy gift hefore the
gltar, and go thy wey; first be reconeiled to thy brother, and
THEX come and offer thy gift"? Tho one carrying out this
principle is viewed a3 a worshdpper, ard the passage is limited
to him. Or in the sixth charter he may say, It is right to
enforce the words, "Lay not up for ycurselves '‘tressures on earth”,
but how &beut the words, "Lay up for ycursolves ftreasures in
hoaven"? - THA? is equally a commend. Xe may remark, "1t is
wrong that men chould be amxicus what they should eat, or what
they should drink"”, he may plesd for the eliminstion of all
atsempts t0 corner the fecd prolucts of the world, and may plead
for arrangements whereby every man nay be satisfied with faed;

but 4ces he enter into the words, "Seek ye first the kingim of
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God, snd His righteoumess” in their plain meaning? The seeking
of the kingiom of Goil is not the meking of a kinglom of 30d
according to humen ideas upon esrth, but the seciking of samething
beyond that. "The mesk shall inherit the earth™ 1s the propheoy
et the beginning of the Address on the Mount. Not that they
possesas the kingdom now. The time will come when the maints
shall possess the kingdom, but now they are to be those whoe
are maek and downtrodlen; they are to bYe those who hunger and
thirst after righteousness, who feel themselves strangers in
the esrth. Here 1is a primnciple entirely contrasted with that
of socialism. Thus we fini the tenldenoy of men is always to
grasp one part and to relesct the other part of what the Lord
has said. ghe principle of the heliever is tc rejoice in the
whole. Aprd why dces man take part? Becnuse part suits him.
And why 3oes he reject part? Because part Zoes not suit him.
And why does the belliever take the whele? Because he helcngs
to the Lord, ani he tekes it for the lord's sake, and the Lord's
glory. His primary reason is thet the Lord has spoken. 1t is
true he delights inm truth, but this is with the chaunged delight
which grace has wrought.

The Lori Jesus Christ was approached on one occaaion
that He might arbitrate. What was His answer? It was prompt.
"Men, who made Me a Juige or 2 Divider over you"? And referring
to the underlying olaiming of cne's rights, even by arbitration,
He apid, "Take heerd, and beware of covetousness™. To the Lord
Jesus Ohrist the special thought was the vosaession of spiritual
wealth: the soul's need in a spiritual sense was that which He
eaphnsized. Sooilalism is ocoupied with the body. ani i4%s
welfare; at least it does not advance beyond the mind; Christ
is oceupied with the swving of the soul, with eternity, and the
true use of body and mind in the service of God. If He 3id not
oonte to Jjuige the world, it was not bhecasuse He ozme to right
the world, but becaunse He ocame 4o SAVE, There weras thome givan
to Him cut from the world, ani He came to give His 1ife & Ranscm
for many. Therefore, socialism 1s in airect opposition to the

believer's principle with respect tc the unimprovable condition
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of man. To the believer there is umbroken truth in the Divine

words that the heart is deceitful above all things, anl inourable;

thet the mind of the flesh 18 enmity sguinst fod; ani that though

there may be the flower of grees in man's golliness which appears

well, yet the Spirit of Zod blows on that as definitely as He

blows wupon whatever is cpenly wicked. <The best that mea aen

reach is rnot acceptable before Rod. All our righteoueneases

are as f£ilthy rags. Hag is not only fallen and to he helped

up, but he is dead in trespasses and sins, and in veed of a

guickening which no scheme, theory, or doctrine of man c&n

produce. To the believer the thought is "The Goaspel is the

power of God”, &nd that the Spirit guickentth. ?he flesh

profiteth nothing. That which is horr of the flesh is flesh,

however civilised, and socialised, and educated it may become.
Purthernoxre, the believer has aprofound respeot for

God's governuental arrengements. I am not now meaning that he

simply ham 8 temporary respect which pays taxes because he feels

he can 4o nothing else, - a necessary resnect can be illustrated

by meny who have no idsea of that which I wsut now to sot forth.

The believer's resson for respecting authority is that there is

no power but that whioh is of God. ience he pays taxes with a

delighted obelience to God Vho has sppointed this, snld hse =ees

in these apparently triviel sctions an opportunity for

glorifying the Name of the Lord. o him the king is king by

Divine right, in the sense of God's dispensationel snd

governmen tal sppointments. He may be under a government whigh

ig in large measure kindly; or he may be under a government

which 18 like tc that of e Nero. His position untée: both is %o

prey for kings and all that are in subtheriusy; and %o regard them f

as in suthority, anxd to use the word Tguthority™, and to

emphasige the word "authority", and never %o place himself 4s

in the ssme positicn of authority. For whep believews pray

for, thoge in authority, a careful stuly of the context, and

of 1 Cor. 6, will show that no believer shfould take any shsre

in authority, any voice in government, or any vote in its
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arrangements. I peed hardly say this is a direct contrast
with socieliem. The believer has a deen scknowledgement of
God's providence, snd Ged's providence which extenis beyoni
the sphere of governmentsl authority to business authority.
ile rendsrs respect to a froward master, even as he renders
respect to & good and gentle smployer. He realises that by
the time clroumstances resch him they are more than circunm-
stances, they are under & Divine arrsngement, intended as
messengaers of hlessing for his soul's welfare. Hence to
fret against his clroumstances, to fight asgainast these
problems, and to better his condition by human methods
whether they be of the nature of grumbling, cor of the
nature of agitation, - even to havwe such thoughts would
be for him to sin against the Divine permission, and the
Divine 1nstruction which is so beautifully contained in
every tiny detail which concerns a believer's life.
Socialism has very little understaniing of the providences
of fod.

In this connection ve approach sgain the thecught
of the ohseracter of the pesent age. God is NOT reforming
the age, He iz not leading men on tc a dsveloped kinglom of
righteousness in which the Lor3 Jesus will be exalted.
Seripture reveale P hopeless progress in iniquity, and thst
transgressors will come t¢ the full, and then the Loxd Jesus
will be revealed in flaming fire taking vengeanos. Hence 1f
the bellever dces not take psrt in government, it is not
because he regards government as necessarily wrong; if he
does not tske a share in its vengeonce.it is not hecsuse he
views vengeance as impossible from s right standpoint. He
recognizges a vengesnace which is more treméndous than all
oarthly vengeance, which is the vengeance of (Gcd’'s temple.
He acknowledges that God hgs an absolute right to use any
means He ma;7ﬁilling to use, to lay low myrisds of men, and
to deluge the earth with dlcold, in holy wrath, as He will &e,
in ocnneciion with the awful events of a real future Armagedlon.

The socialiast from the standpoint of humanitarisnisnm rejects
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all this. The scoialist dces not realise that the end of the

age will be with mdghteous wrath. He would willingly embrace

the Christian 1f only the Christisn would put asilde such a
conceptiion of man's hopeless coniition, end man's terrible goal.
Te the scoialist there is the need for chenge, developmupf; to

the Christian there ie the nced for regeneration. To the
Socialist there ig the thcught of humenity &s the centre; tc the
believer. God, ani Ged's glcry, are the necessary and the only
Centre. $werything in his life revolves around this. Heunce the
believer's non-participation in gevernment is on un entirely
different plane, ani frem an entirely 2ifferent standpoint. The
Sociallst cannot understanad i%t, for the natural man receiveth

not the things of the Spirit of 76i. The believer regaris evary-
thing of the present &ime as asscoiated with men, and he has heen
1ifted to a higher pesition in Christ Jesus. Ilence 1t would be a
deghwdation of his high position to take any other zttitude but
that of e pilgrim until his Lori returns. If you offer hin the
hizhest offiace of state. he wouli have to reply in the words of
Hehemlsh, "I am doing a grest work, I csnnot come dovn”. But sas
%0 the floricus "ospel of the Grace of Nod that which ia infinitely
more nowerful than all the legislation and armies of man, he has
that which deals with ruined SOULS and which saves with en ever-
lasting salvation by the porsonal applicatior of a personal Holy
Spirit. 7o him, therefore, the encoureging thought is that the
Lord Jesus will soon return. This 42 his hope, this is his longing,
this is his prayer, this 1s his delight; and he will jJuige ncthing
befcre the time. XNOW it is, as we have aeen, the kinglom ahd
Patience in Jesus. HRERE 18 the patience =na faith of the saints.
The time WILYL come when we shall Julge angels, ani we shall julge
the world. Ifvwe suffer with Chriat, 444 we shall reign with Him.
To the scaislist sunha:xigsggix seens eltogether strange. It
seems the reversal cf much which he holias idear. though it w11
Only disappoint him. That the believer should lay & stress upon
wrath, and lay =2 stress upon Juigmeu%, and lay a stross upcn
events which are righteousiy terrible bayond humsn undexstanding,

is to the men who thinks man is not so bad, & strange contradiction
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with the 7ospel of the Grace of God. Buk tc the Dbeliever the
two views of grace and wrath are perfeotly harmonised . though
perfactly aistinot frace reigns through righteousness, and
outside grace there can cnly be wrath, for Cod must be exalted
in those whom He saves, snd God must be exalted in those whom
e conlemng. len are, comparatively. nothing teo the believer
when he realises the glory of God. Though for his own ad vantage
he would not wish to be unkind tc s single inddividual, though he
jesires to go threugh 1life with an unselfish regard for others,
yet 1if yocu introduce the thought of the glory of Goi,you at
once introiuce that which 18 to him so infinitely beyond every
comfort snd Yoy of man that he ie ococupied with this thought, and
all other theughts can only teke their position as part of it.
Hothing can have & separate existence, everything must be viaewed
d#¢ from the stenipoint of exalting God mna honouring Him.

Our sttitule toward socislism thus becomes gquite oclear.
we cannot sccoept its basis for it rests upon man, whereas we
jepend upon Godl. It ias the scheme of humanity to better humanity,
whereas we rejocice.in the revelation of fod to save out from
humanity. Sociaslism would level those who are higher. The
positior of the believer is n personsl giving up, not & com elling
oth_ers, hor legislating for then. Socialism would change the
world. The believer emphasizes the position of a rejected and
contrasted mincrity ir the world till Christ comes. Sococilalisn,
wher it %ees oppression, woulld aim at the present remedy of 1t.
The believer would cormit himself to Him That judgeth righteously.
I have Folt James 5?3ery definite in this connection. There we
have the hire of the labourers whe have reaped down your fields
kept back by freud. 3ocialism particularly desls with the land,

Aeeoded erd
and here we have s Divinely, iefinite case of fraululent lani—
ocwnmers. But what is the attitule of the believer? The eries cof
thoze whe have reaped have entered into the ears of the Lord of
SabLaoth! Be petient, therefore, brethren, anto the Coming of
the Tori. The believer's patient longsuffering will end then,
but not before. One word of discontent, omne action of human

zeal to put things right, one scheme of agitation, one plan of
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Ao,

diplonmacy before the Lord comes back, is a denial of the posit.

to which frace has called us. The heliever has cne reredy, he
gcesfto the HIGHEST court, the heavenly cocurt, he gtates his case
there, he leaves NJis case in the hands of Him YVho is ready to

Juige the living end the desd, and Vho will cause that Iiis

lespised peorle will be at the side of their exalted Lord.

In other words, Socislism ains &t improving and

nheriting the earth now. The believer takes the aocntrasted
position that the mesk SHALL inherit the enrth under the most
absclute, and withal absolutely verfect, government, which has
ever existed. The believer, though s#lways courteous, can have
nc share with socieliata, for this wenld deny his hesvenly
calling, and his family relaticnship tc bekilevers only. He can
witness to them the glorious Gospel cf the Grace of %od as he
would to 6thers; whenever they are willing to listen he is
thankful toppeak; if they refuse tc listen he can pray for them;
but to te impressel by their arrangements, to be drawvm toward
their methods, to participate inftheir asctions, these things are
impossible tc cne who has $s83ted that the Lord is gracicus, and
who hes ALSO PERCEIVID what it is ¢ have been ggilsix;;tOf the
world in azccord with the words, "The Lord hath set apart him
that is godly for Himeself". We should ignore dis will if we
ilentified ourselves at zll. Belovel friends, we are His, owned
by Him, eand to be devotsd unto Him. Christ is the Source of cur
life, Christ is the Centre of cur 1ife, and Christ is the Ohjeot
of our life. He, s our Life, shall anperar. Mesnwhile, let it be
ever repested, we are strangers and we are pilgrims; HERE have we
no ccntinuing oity, but we seek one to cone. ¥e cannot regard any
hwran meshod of trying to refoxrm the world as satiafactory, or able
to prove successful. 3ccialism doces not go deep enohigh to the
root of the troe. It only lops off some of the branches. Scoislism
dcas not zo high emough to the héight of the glory tc which we
gre 1ifted. In other words it is toc superficial for the Christisl,
it is too smell for the Christien, it 1s too weaok for the Christiaen,
it is that which i1s a natural attempt of a natural man to desl with
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petural ruin, but whioh cannot remove the innate gselfishness of
the human hear:t. Jut they which are Christ's have crucifield the
flesh with the affections sni destres, and herein is Tivine power
againat that rcotel selfishness which will rain everything of
carth and everything of man, anl cause utter failure thrcughout
this age, and even bring an upriging at the end pf the millennial
age; dut in the new heaveans asnd new earth of Fol's promise there
shsll be the dwelling of rightecusness alnne. Ue lock for the
covaing of cur Lord, we 1lockx for the kingiom of our Yori, we loock
to the eternsl glory cf our Lord. ¥e thsnit God He has opened our
eyes. We cannot boast, we would not wish to eppear tc voast; it
is grace if we sre savel from wrath; and with the precicus Gospel
cf the grace of %od enjoyel, lived and declared. we weculdgeok to
be the means of bringing some cut from Ieath into 1ife,by the
mighty worizing of our %od. And if there are those who, as the
king in Dcclesisstes, sce something of earth's ruin, 1i7f Jod shall
be pleesed tc overrule their discentent. and emid their iiscontent,
to show them the one way of salvation, peace, and blessing, ve shall
praise “od whether they esre snatched from the renks of ocapltsal cor
lgbour, whether they ere delivered from positioms of governnental
power, or from the depths cf humen jegardation. 1t matters not to
us what a men is. 3y nature we sre all sinners; end the Tord in
sovereigr mercy can ssve soolielists and can ssve snti-sceigliats,
end bring them into & family whioh has a unity beycnd the highest
13esls st which men sim, bring them intc a family which hes
blessings beyond whet they can ccuceive, but which, as God's
revelation ania Zod's forming 4s that whioh is approved by Foid;
whereas sooisliam, in%roducing a brotherhocd of its own, becomes a
denial of that which 70d hass provided, s travesty of that which
Goi has provided, snd an attasck to supersede that whioch #od hase
provided; ani therefore contains within itself a dsring attack on
the glorious Rospel of the grace of God. I% is this whioh lesnds
on ag many of ita devoteea to godlessness, and an open atheism.
Cen we be surprised st such a terrible goal? len ses the ruin,

but they do not see God's plan behind the tangle. Men see the
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ruin and try to put it right with human methods. They introduce
something instead of J0d's Gospel, ani nsturally they sink
Purther and further oftentimes into antichristian soccialisnm:

but whether & mer labels himself en anti-christian socialist,

or & Christian socislist, it matters not what ho labels himself,
we have a Uospel which car now make 8 new man, #nd we have e

Savicur who will make a new earth.





