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with Soeialistic perversion,

2, The attitude of Acts 2:4147; 4:352.37,
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It is our privilece and responsibility, halnvbd friends, to hecome
acquainted with the mind of God concerning all mamner of things, God does
not appoint ignorance for His people, He delights that they should have a
gpiritual perua#tinn of His will, There 1is not a believer present who can
boast, We have 8ll made mistokes through lgnorance of God's truth, There
is not a believer present who can prﬁfbas to wnderstand all of God's
teaching today, but we may recelve continual and ever helping fresh ine-
struction, The meek will God gulde in judrment, and the meek will He
teach iis way.'we want to Ymowf not that we may be clever, not that we
may have a reputatlon, but for His glory, that we may walk in His ways,
that we may delight In Hls purpose, and that we may be a'le Ho gulde
others whenever God.givan us an influence to use for Him, The heliever's

relationship to the world involves many problems, One of those problems

is before us tonight; = "The Bellever and Commerce", I want to speak Lfirst
of God's arrangements set forth in Seripture, suggeative to us, regerding
His standpoint, I do long that we may, in merey, reach God's stondpoint
more and more, We do not want simply to obtain information upon this sub-
jeet, and further light upon that subjeet; but to draw nearer and nearer
to God that we may look at things from His standpcint; - thus shall we be
kept from many erronecous inferences, and be kept from memy sinful actions,

When God first placed man upon the earth, He prepared a garden, and

He set Adam in the garden to keep it and to dress 1t, This was not only
an arrengement for Adsm, It 18 not only a portion of esrliest history; it
is more, even an indication of CGod's standpoint, CGod arranged nothing which
would suggest the present organilzation and complexity of human commerce,
Somewhat remarkably we are told of the River Euphrates with respeet to
the garden, and Euphmates was linked with commercial Babylon in after
years, bubt it was first 1inkad‘with God's garden, VWhen God was pleased to
bring Israql out from Egypt, He brought them out that He might bring them
in, to give them a land for which He cared, and upon which His eyes were
saf. That land wae a8 land without a great river, The only river of any
aize whiceh it possessed did not flow into the sea. That was a set-back to
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commerce, The sea nuaaf vas arranged in such a way that there was little
opportunity for a harbor, Joppa sometimes eomes before us as a gea-port,
but Joppa has not e well-arranged harbor., The only bay on the Palestine
coast wag round by mount Carmel, It is true that Tyre becane a seaport
conter in the northern part, even in Pheniela, Ve do not deny the faect
that human Ingenulty will conaquer difficulties. But God did not arrange
the land prepared Tor commerce, If we were to approach Falegtine we should
£ind that not very many miles from the sea-¢oast the mountiains begin to
rise., Palestine ls mountainouns, and the elty whieh Cod chose was placed
upon mountains, It had no river, it had no nppoftunity for commeree, There
we have a further hint of God's standpoint, When Ie set aside Israel He
was pleased to indieate that He was not defecrted., Before the temple was
deatroyed God had been pleased to gather believers out of all nations, The
heavenly calling was emphasized before Israel were laid utterly low, even
as Eleagar was clothed before Aaron died. God would diow that He was not
defeated, But what were Hls afrungamanta for His people in the present
dispensation? We shall come to this subject more fully later ocn, I will
only say now that the commandments of the Lord Jesus presuppose & suffer=
ing people who do not seek earth's treasures, who are net engaged in the
struggling for earth's riches, The heavenly calling presents a contrast
with commereial Babylomlanism, When our Saviour shall return, He will not
only receive His people unio Himself, wut set up His kingdom st Jerusalem,
Jerusalem will be geographicelly changed, it will be lifted up, and around
1t there will be a plain, Rivers will go out from Jerusalem both ways,
BUT we are not only told in Isa, 33:21 that Jerusaslem will have the Lord
for its true place of broad-wabters, but the words are added, that there
will be no gallant ship, The river of Ezekiel 47 is too shallow for
navigation, We read of fishers, bul not of ships, In Isa, 60 there are
plenty of imports to Jerusalem; - gold 1s gathered, silver is a burden,
We read of dromedaries, apﬂ of other animalg approaching that eity: imporis,

for worshlp; - no exports, no traffie, no exchange, God is the Center,
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and the house of MHie glory is beautified, Thug i) all -L&ispanﬂutinmﬁ, God
hints His standpoint, God sets forth that which is so contrary to Human
WiuhaE'Yhs, the attitude of man must next come before us, Vhen man sinned
he was turned out from the garden, and we see a combinuance of sin, First
we have brouzht before us Cain and Abel, The one is engaged with animals,
and the other with the ground, But in Cain'e Lfanmlly there is a develoDp-
ment, - a eity 1s builded, and afterwards we read, not only of those who
have cattle, but of the development of muasic, and of ecraftemen, particular
1y of eraftsmen for military prowess. Thus we hove a slresgs upon hunan
slrdll, and human greatness, It is worthy of nctice thet the lust view of
man's glory, where it ig lald low in Rev, 18, partleularly mentlons the
removal of muslelans and the ceraftsmen, The earth is soon filled with
violence, but we reag 1ittle as to details, Suffice 1t to say that God
sends & real flood, and sweeps away all but eighi perscns, Herein we be-
hold His righteous soverelgnty after the flood, Ien are unchangsd, The
golemn event has not humbled them, In the family of lam there arises
Iimrod who begins to be a mighty one in the earth, He bullds eight CITIZS,
The glory of man has always centered in cities, Humsn effort is put forth
to make a glorious elty in the land of Shinar, and on the site where the
Tower of Babel was first attempted, Satan has elways Xkept his eyes,
whether we think of the Babylon on Nimrod, or of the Babylom of Hebuchsie
nezzar, or the Babylon of Antichrist, we think of the display of man's
deflant glory againat God, and of 1ts laying low. Babylon 1s fto be a eity
that will make men a name, God peatters then, but they retmrm to Babylon,
gnd Bebylon on the Huphrales becones a gontinual center of earthly glory
and traffic, especially we think of Rev, 18, Ig it not plain that man
delights in eities, that man delights in trading, and in the gathering
of riches? Babrylon, in the plain of Shinar, is the contraest with the
mountain Jerusalem, It is man's cholce, as contrasted with Zion as Saul
was with Dayid, Another city which will illustrate the attitude of man
ig Tyre, - The nearest great Gemtile city to God's possession in Canaan,
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Observe Tyre's glory in Isa, 23, It is a joyous eity with antiguity of
aneilent deys, - mark the added words, "The erowning city, whose merchante
are princes, whose trailfickers are the honorable of the earth," Again we
read, "Tyre will return to her hire, and commlt fornieation with all the
kingloms of the world upon the face of the earth, and her VERCHAIDISE and
her hire shall be holiness to the Lord, It shall not be treasured nor laid
ﬁy". Here 1% is plain thati CGod will confiscate the riches of Tyre, Thus
we see that man seekas for riches through trading, We think especlally of
Ezek, 27, "Now thouw, son of man, take up & lamentatlon for Tyrus, and say
mto Tyrus, 0 thou that art situate at-the entry of the seas, which art a
merchant of the people for many ieles, Thus saoith the Lord Cod; O Tyrus,
thou hast said, I am of perfect beauty. Thy borders srs In the nidst of
the seas, thy builders have perfected thy beauty., They have made sll thy
ship boards of fir trees of Senir; they have talen ceders from Lebanon to
make masts for thee, 0f the oaks of Bashan heve they made thine oars; the
company of the Ashurites have made thy benches of dvory, brought out of
tho 1sles of Chittim., Fine linem with broidered work from Egypt was that
which thou spreadest forth to be thﬂ%uil; blue and purple from the isles
of Blishah was that which covered thﬁ?. The inhabitante of Zidon and
Arvad were thy mariners; thy wise men, 0 Iyrus, that were in thee, were
thy pilots™, Why thls great stress upon the ships firsi? Terse 9 soon
mentions "Thy MERCHANDISEY, and we have the statement Turthsr on in {he
chapter, of those who were the merchants that traded at Tyre, - "Tarshish
was thy merchant by reason of the rmultitude of all riches: with silver,
iron, tin, and 1eaﬂ; they traded 1n thy fairs, Javan, Tubal, and l‘eshech,
they were thy merchants: they traded the persons of men and vessels of
brass in thy market, They of the house of Togarmah traded in thy fairs
with horses and horsemen and rules,” and som on, Tyre had a navy that
Tyre might exalt merchandise. Here we see once more man's delight in

commereial prosperity, Let it be observed that in the earlier passage
where God says He will gtain the pride of all glory, IHe touches merchandl se
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Verchandise 1s linked with the pride of man, and so in Lev, Bk 18 where
God epeaks of the laying low of hmman greatness, there is the lamentatlon
as to the merchandise of gold and silver and precious stones, and of pearls,
and of fine linen, and purple and so forth, Babylon 1s sald %o have within
hor the blood of all that are slain upon the earth, The verse before says
"Thy merchants were the great men of the earth”, The spirit of counmercial-
ism is the spirit of antipathy to saintship. In this connectlon we notice
the ephah of Zech, b prophetical of the last days, The prophet is at Jeru-
palem, but sees an ephah pass him and 1t is golng toward the land of Shinar,
fhis implies that there 18 gomething which has been broucht from the land
of Shinar, but it is to be taken haek there, and set UPON HER ')'I" BASE,
There 1s wickedness inside the ephah, #n ephah is, smong other things, &
symbol of commerce, This we shall see more fully, & concordance will make
it clecarer, Wickedness hidden away im commerce, - dishonesty of trads,
This was linked with Babylon of old, but the commereial ecenters arc now
ghifted from Babylon to the west ;f Palestine; they will return to Pales-
tine, as the ephah is seon going east, Commereial prosperity shall be taken
back to its original home. The sad hislory of nations will illustrate what
I have sought to show from Soripture, Man's desire has always been on things
of earth., Riches have always been popular, and hence trade has been a de-
light, and if we look back upon the years that have gone by, we shall Tind
that internal &nd international jealousies have been eaused and developed
through commercislism, There 1s, moreover, striking langvuage employed by
God which we do well fo notice, In Isa, 25:8,11 we have the words "traflfice
kers" and the "merchant eity". Against the second verse (11) we have the
marginal note "Canman®, It would be well if our translators ALWAYS told us
vhen the word "Cannan” is employed in this special sense, It has been
pointed ont that as the Chaldeans were astrologers, the term "Chaldean™ is
used Pfor "astrologer™, and as the Canaanites were merchantmen, so the term
nOgnaanite” came to be employed for a merchantman, Hence I should be in-

clined to render the 8th verse with a marginal note also., "Whooe traffic-

. n £on ity




-7 -
Yers (vwhose Cannanites) wore the honorable of the earth”, Thus Cenasn is
linked with trafflo, even as we have seen Babylon so linked. In other words,
the divislon of Noah's family which was assoeiated with Ham, was a center
of commereial progperity., Ham illustrates most definitely thé trend of men,
and 1% was in the line of Ham that there was esrthly sucecess, In Hosea 12:7
we read "He is & merchant" (marg, - Canaan) "the balances of deceit are
in hig hand; he loveth to oppresas®, In Zevhaniah 1:11 we have the same
term vwith respeet to the merchant people eut dovm, You will now understend
why I read Zochariah 14:21 "In that day there shall be no more the Canasnite
(the trafficker) in the house of the Lord", Surely this language of CGod
is a strong witness, The Cannanite is the symhol of 4raffic, and the
Canaanite wap the one who sought to uvsurp the positlion which helonged to
Iorael, The Canaanite was the one of Ham's line who got in the way of God's
privileged nation, The Canasnite was driven out before the Lord's hosta,
Secondly, in Szeklel 28:16 we have a remarkadvle staotement respseting the
king of Tyre, "By the multitude of thy merchandise they have filled the
midst of thee with violence, and thou hast sinned: therefore I willl cast
thee as pfufana out of the mountaln of God: and I will deatroy thee, 0
govering cherub, from the midst of the stones of fire," It seems %o me
this description of the king of Tyre ls a deseription of éne greater than
man one who, unlike men, was, as verse 15 puts it, perfect in his ways
fr n the day he was created, till iniquity was found in him, Here surely
vio have & description of Satan, This will explain many of the passages.
Terse 18 continues "Thou hast defiled thy sanetuaries by the multitude of
thine inicuities, by the 1n1ﬂuity of thy traffic.,”™ The word "traffic" in
thils verse, and the word "mgrchandise" in verse 16, are the same, and they
come from the same root as the word "slemder" or "talebearer", as Lev,
19:16; Prov, 11:13 and Jer, 6:28 will show, VWhat is one of the nsmes of
the Devil? The slanderer, Is 1t accldental that God uses the same root
for slander and traffle? Is 1t strange that Satan appears as the patron
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of earthly propperity? He 1s the god of this ag&.. He dees not encourage
men merely on the path of manifest sin, he encourages then on the path
of progperity., To the believer this involves sin, when it is prosperity
that ignores God; bhut Satan eovers up his purpose, He appears to he one
who 1s concerned in the BEITERMENT of humanity, He 1z ofttimes disguised
as an angel of 1ight, Let me repeat it, Satan has alwaye emphasized come
meree, He has slways eontrasied himgelf with God's stendpoint, Ie has set
his Babylon against God's Jerusalem, In other words he is the patron of
human arrangements, and the patron of human eommerce, While speaking of
the language employed by God, we do well to recolleet Iuke 16, - the un-

righteous mammon,
Commercinliem among Isrsel im another remarkable tople, First re-

eollect Solomon's trading, and the ILord's hint respeeting it, In 1 Kings
10:26 we have Solomonts gathering of chariots and horsemen, aganinst the
law of God in Deut, 17, In 1 Kings 11:1, we have his love to strange

women AGAINST the law in the same chapler of Deuteronomy, In between the

two we read "And Solomon had horses brought out of Egypt, and linen yarn:
the king's merchante recelved the linen yarn at a price, ind a chariot came
up and went out of Bgypt for six hundred shekels of silver, and an horse :
for an hmdred and fifty: and so for all the kings of the Hittites, and
for the Xkings of Syria, did they bring them out by their means®, Here

was Solomon's failure A
Israel's navy has a checkered history, In 2 Chron, 8:17,18 we read,

"Then went Sul;mnn ?o BZion-CGeber, and to Eloth, at the sea side in the
land of Bdom, And Huram sent him by the hands of his servants ships, and
gervante that had knowledge of the sea; and they went with the servants
of Solomon to Ophir, and took thenee Tfour hundred and fifty talents of
gold, and brought them to king Solomon", "Now the weight of gold", adds
é:lﬁ "that came to Solomon in one yaar-was gix hundred and threescore and

gix talents of gold", The number is solemm in the sight of Rev, 13, 1In

2 Chron, 20:35-07 we have & further view of the navy. "After this did
Jehoghaphat king of Judah, joln himself with Ahaziah king of Israel, who
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d1d very wickedly, snd he jolned himself with him to mske ships to go to
Targhish; and they made the ghips in BEzlon-gaber, Then Llliezer the son
of Dodavah of linreshah prophesied against Jehoshaphat sagying, Because
thou hast joined thyself with Ahaziah, the Lord hath brolken thy works,
And the ships were broken that they were not able to go to Tarshish,

Thirdly, the book of Froverbs warned ageinat commercialism among
Israel, and we do well to nolice 4mos 834,5, « "Hear this, 0 ye that
swallow up the needy, even to make the poor of the land #o fail, saying,
When will the new moon be gone, that we may sell corn? and the Ssbbath,
that we may set forth wheat, meking the ephah small, and the shekel great,
and faleifying the balances by decelt?" IMiecah 6:10,11 - "Are there yet
the treasures of wickedness in the house of the wicked, and the scant
measure that 1s abominable? Fhall I count them pure with the wicked bale
ances, and with the pag of deceltful welghts?" The last chapter of Nehemiah
ghows that some of Nehemlah's greatest aifficultics were in dealing with
the commercial spirit which 1s so contradictory o the attitude of the law,
with 1ts humane arrangements ineluding the year of release, and the year

of jublilee., When the Lord Jesus Christ walked this earth, three times he
dealt with the temple, On the first occasion He ssid, "4 house of merchan-

dige", on the latter 'a den of thieves", Israel dragged their ecommereiglism
into the temple, - that which was to be a center of worship was made a
Place of gain, Galn 1g man's natural objeet, but God has alwars emphasgized
that which exeludes tlhie thought of gain, worship unto Hinmself, Israel aid
not learn the lesson, anﬂﬂtheir house was left wnto then a wilderness,
Before leaving the mation, 1t is solemn to motice thab in/the book
ot}Genasis, whereas we find Jacob's family encouraged to a pilgrim life,
those who were linked with Abraham, but were not in the line of promise,
were méruhantmen. The lfidianites and Ishmeelites came along as merchantmen,
and the spirit of commercialism was present in Judah, and he even sold
his brother, Ve see the love of momey in another Judah, called Judas
Iscariot, who betrayed his Lord for thirty pleces of silver.
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It 19 refreghing to turn to a Mller consideration of the Tord's

people, and thelr heavenly calling, The address on the mount was glven to

be believed, and recordsd to be obeyed, It ig not oult of date, mor will 1%
be till our Lord comes back, It has a true meaning which is mite contrasted
with soelalistie pervorsion, It 1s easy for & man of this age to fasten on

a verse of ~eripture which seema to suil himj but only believers will de-
1ight in the whole Seripture, The Tord Jesus sets before us an unagitated
guffering people, willing to bear reproach, and to bear prodlems, avolding
pride, avolding display, and laying up for themselves treasures in heaven,

The whole trend of the address on the mount, or shall I say, the whole

atmosphere, is entirely aganinst comuercialism, There is no thousht of human
proaperity; pleasing God is the pervading gbject, As we rsad the history
of the early church, we find how these prineciples were realized, In the
power of the Holy *pirit, so much so that as many as were possessors of
1nnds and houses indicated thelr delight in the Tord and gave up the things
of earth, = I vefer particularly to Acta 2:41.47; 4:352.57, - to set forth
the pilgrim-like attitude which is suchm a reverse to Cain buillding a city,
A deeply important subleot might be faken on "Snitable oecupations
for the Lord's people, One has to be very careful as to infersnces, In
parables the Lord alludes to various things without approving of {then HER
necessarily, In like maxmer when Paul refered to the Corinthian gzamss, he
did not imply that believers could rightly engsge in them, He wag alluding
40 a contrast with the Corinthian games; even the bellever's intense
presging forward for the prime of the high ealling, The record that s
certain man d4id a eertain work, does not say the ILord approved of the work,
Vie have to find out if the record is glvem to gnide us or Yo warn us,
However I thinl 1% seems elear that the Lord Jesus, though He drew His
diseiples from fishing to be fishers of men, cuite allowed such a profession
in life, for He gave a niraculous draught of fishes., One might infer from
this, and from the way in which food is emphasized as a necessity Lor the
Lord's people, that it ig quite approved by Him that His owm should be
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engaged in food produetion, James 5 seems to mark out the Tord's people
in the days to which 1% alludes, as working on the land, Apsrt from this
we £ind in the epistle to the Thessalonlans, as well as in B5ph, 4, o siress
on working with the hands, and various Seriptures contain such statemenis
as "providing things honest in the sight of all men”, The fact that Paul
was approved as a tent meker seems to imply that God's dear people may K
make ecertaln things, apart from the mers production of food, It is somew
what interesting that a tent suggests eovering, and a covering is, as feod,
a necessity, a solemn necessiiy, in the present siste of affairs through
gin, The bellever is st out from all trading that inveolves the position
of a den of thleves; he is shut out from all dishonesty; he iz, moreover,
shut out from all partnership with the world; he 1ls slmt ouw from all
thought of amassing wealth, - thug he is separated from a largs portlon of
commercialism, A time Will come whan God's people will be drawm out of
Babylon itself, as Rev, 18 shows, AV the present time they are to be gsuided
by Divine principles, and to be fully persuaded in thelr owm mind, The
Divine prineiples of agpagatinn to which I have referred, would lead thenm
to use the world, withnuglﬁéing itnta $he full, They work for earthly
nmagters who may be froward; they do whatever Lhey do heartily as to the
TLord and not to men, even as they can pay taxes to His glory, because thip
is appointed. But though the believer, till the Lord calls him forth from
the present positlon mear to the men of this world, though the believer
+i11 that time is partly engaged in some of earth's Dusiness, - his heart
muat not be on earth's commerce, Vihatever he does must be that whieh is
honorable snd unto the Lord, on which He can have the Lord's blessing, and
he must not use his time so that he falle to have opportunity for the
direet service of his God, If these principles are laid %o heart, they will
geparate believers from mmch, they will make them more cautiouvs in all,
and they will glorify the Fane of the Lord,

Vie have commends and silence in the epiaties. vhieh God displays, I
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have already partly referred to this, but I would suggeat how thet a 7

prayerful. perusal of the epistles will show that their stmosphere is
agalnet belleverd' prosperity in this age., The beacon of Demas, moreover,
gtands out, he loved this present age., The unvellihg of Iaodicea searches
our hearts, Loodlcea was rleh and Inereased in goods, The history of Chris-
tondom 18 a reminder to us that those who have borne the Name of Christ
have sought the things of earth, It 1s remarkable that the woman of Matt,
13 i3 not only linked with the eorrupting of fine flour, but linked with U
the ephah, The eomnercialism whileh entored into Israells femple, entered
into that which elaimed %o be the church of Cod, Thus, instesd of devotion
to Him there was the position of the den of thleves, The history of Chris-
tondom will besr this ount, We have solemn 1inks between religlon and trad-
ing, which dlshonor the Nume of the Lord, And so, beloved friends, this
subjeet leads us to see how sad 15 the condition of the world, how awful

is the prospeci of the world, How important thot believers in their heesrt
attitude should be severed from the heart attitude of those who Inow ot
Christ, that they should walk this earth ag strangers end pllgrims, unlike
the family of Cain, and unlike the family of Ham; without a continuing city
here, but secking ome to comel The citizens of the new and the heavenly
Jerusalem are to set their minds on things sbove, They nsed te be ecareful
lest they be attracted by that which appeals to the man of this age, who
hag his reward here and now, They need to look for their reward when their
Lord shall come back, Their position is to be the offseouring of all things,
and going forth to Christ without the camp, they are to besr His reproach,
They camnot trim thelr conselence to sult the fluetuating opinions of n
ehanging world, they commot accommodate their convietions to get on in

this age. Their Lord must be first, their Iord must be last, their Lord
mugt be all in all, Saved by grace, horn of the Spirit, they are ealled to
be led by the Splrit, and not only are they unitedly to seek after an
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exeupliflcation of this heavenly ealling, but each individual, secking

to obey the command to make his calling and election sure, and spiritually
progresslve, should beware lest he wounds his conaseience in the tinlest
Point, for "whatsoever is not of falth is ein", Oh that we may %e willing
to lose in this world, and to be counted foollsh by others, if so be that
we please our Lord, and look forward to hear His "Well done", It is enough
for the diseiple to be as Hls Master, the servant as his Lord, He was
called ﬁaulzebﬁﬁ; He was rejected of men, He had not even where to lay

His head; - 1L e grants to us Lood und.@iéthing, let us be therewith
content, eontont with sueh things as we have, since He hag said, I will
never leave thee nor forsake thee, [he spirlii of ecommercislsim with'its
rivalry, the spirit of commercialdem with its amalganations, the spirit

of commerclalism with its varlous forms of uniruthfulness can only awalken
the sorrow of those who have tasted that the Lord is grucious, and ean

only lead us to desire that in all our life we may adorn the doetrine of

God our Saviour,




