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Confession of sin 48 dseply importent.)

DANIEL 9 rasd.

If, beloved friends, a believer who had only looxsd at
Geod's arrengements clearly marked out in the Soripture, were
suddenly brought into this wide and wioked ocity, what wounlad
amege him? He would not ondy see the evil of the world, dut one
of his greatest surprises would be thet thoze who bore the Name
of the Lord Jesus Christ 3iffered and were unoonserned abeut
these differences, or, otherwisa, guarrelled about them instesd
of being humbled before the Lord. Ee would be surprieed to see
those vho professed the Name of the lord meeting in d1fferent
buildings, not for convenisnce’ Seke bessuse there were too many
to meot in one, dut for choice! sake. He would see an empty {or
comparatively empty) building with en ocutwarad gorgeous pareasde,
and then would f£ind othsr empty buildings near in meny districts
of this oity. He would find, moreover, Some buildings filling
with those who gathered tc hear scsisl disocurses, to listen to
besutiful singing, to kave = parade of earth's fachions - snything
and bverything but the worship of God. And all on which such an
one, suddenly transplante? into this lend, would look woulld furely
sugzest to him that there was & vast chenge from that whish God
appointed, Now this chenge hses not come in & moment.

Batweon us
and the day of Penteocost thers are nearly nineteen gsenturiss.

Evil quickly came in end evil spread. Thera were temporary lulls
and temporsry reformations, but the sad fast remains that the
prophetio parsbles of the Lord Jesus have been most fully illus-

trated. The tares are mingled with the wheat. The mustard tres
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of & governing Christendom is very manifest. And the woman has

hid the leaven in three measures of meal, snd the dostrine of God
is almost all leavened. Truth has been twisted. In almest every-
thing with regard to God's Beok there are wide diversities of
opinions. Take ons or two simple things., Take the question as

to whather a believer is saved eternslly, or may lose his salvation
and "fall sway". You will find those who profess the Name of the
one Lord contradicting one ancther on this point. Take the setting
forth of God's own infinite grace causzing that there are sinners
saved out from every nation. You will f£ind the majority of
professing Christilins defining that grase as God's reply to some-
thing good in man. Take the unveiling of eternal punishment. It
is only a minority of those who profess the name of the one Lord
who now acknowledge its reality, and only a minority of that minority
are affected by 4¢.in thelr dally 1life. Take the guestion of
arrangements of gatherings forxr God's people. You will find a large
number asserting that Christ{ appointed snd approved of Infent
Sprinkling, & large number rightly asserting that He only appointed
Believers' Immersion. Do you wonder that the man of the world
turns away disgusted? The amazing fact i2 that those who bear the
KRame of the one Lord are not CONCERNED about these differences.
Here is a sfanding disgrace AGAINST THE NAME OF THE LORD. It

looks to those who gaze on &8 if the Seripture were a mystified
book, vwhereas its uttersnces sre plein toc those who have under-
standing. As the last verse of Hos®ea puts it, the wise and prudent
(not with earth's wisdom) will own God's ways, but the transgressors
will fall therein. "If anyone will to do God's will, he Shsell know
of the doctrine" is still tke wondrous Statement of the Lord Jesus
Christ, and differences are not the accidents of circumstances.
Differences are not the desirable variations that some would have

us believe, but differences are the avidenses of hearts out of

harmony with the Lord. I 4o not mean only that those who hold

almost all error have their hearts cut of harmony with the Lord.

iaeh truth can be held, and the heart stil] be out of harmony, for
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a large amount of truth is "held"” among bellievers at the present
dag just a3 the Mohammedan holds his Mohammedanism, - he is trained
to it. There is a mental grasp without a spiritual hold. MNany
things that believers accept, bthey sccept ( even though the beliefs
are true), not because God's Holy Spirit has convinced them, bgpt
because they have been brought up in certain surroundings. Beloved
friends, unless truth holds us, unless we acsept everything on the
authority of the Spirit of God we are in a perilous position.
Satan may wrest from us our beliefs unless God's Holy Spirit has
rut them there. These things should search us to our very hearts.
Believers differing, believers arrangements upside-down, snd so
cpnfused with unbelievers that you cannot say who have passed from
death into 1ife, and who ere only worse then the fooli#h virgins -
how solemn i8 all this! THE LORD knoweth them that are His, but
we ocannot tell except as those who neme the Name of the Lord depart
from unrighteousness. Man looketh at the outward sppearance,
necessarily, and even bdbelievers cannot judge of =11 the inward
condition. By their FRUITS ye shall know then. Undoubtedly we
can tell much of that whioh is within by the outside, but we
cannot claim by inspiration to know the insides, and therefors we
have to leave the greater number of professing Christians and say
"I do not know 1f they are Saved or not. THE LORD knoweth them
that are His”

But the outlook, though dark, is brightened. Nothing
hea token God by surprise. The ruin, though sinful, has been
fore-revesled. It 18 therefore for us to seck = plain path
because of those who observe us, humbled by the ruin, dut not
despondent on ascount thereof. God lives: truth remains: the
ceming of the Lord draweth nigh, and though the sests, systems
and schemss of men 6xslt themselves against the knowkedge of God,
yet Hie counsel shall stand, and He will do 211 His pleasure; and
by 21l manner of mesans {(yet, in another 8ense, by the wondrons
URIQUE means of the Go8pel of Grace) will He prove that He has a

pPower unto salvation grasping guilty sinners in all manner of
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surrouvndings, and dbringing them to & saving knowledge of the truth,
80 that there shall not be one vacant Seat at the marriage-supper
of the Lamd, for Christ SHALL see of the travail of His soul.

To understand something of the present, and of God's will
for us in the present, we must look baok over the past. The
Seriptures are full of History, and we may See God's hand in
History. 1t ie hard to read, not bhecause it 18 absent, dbut because
our eyaesight is faulty. Some will tell ua that the historical
rarts of Soripture 13 not need any inspiration. I venture to say
that no perfeat history could be wiitten without inspiration. Any-
one who has tried to write about history, or to talk about it, must
feel the impossibility. Write your own auntobiography, and you will
understand what I mean. Every men has s bias, and that bias comes
into everything, end bias 18 sin. O for greece to look back upon
history more than ever from God's standpoint! We know that He has
worked all along the ages, for He promised so to do, but EIS work
has been largely unknown. There ers many whose names are in the
Book of Life who eare not in the book of fame. God hsas hsd His
purposes, and Ged ha® werked out His purposes, and not infrequently
His saints have been background saints, and His works background
works. CHRIST was despissd and rejected of men. The national
historians did not write His hestory. Search through heathen
writers, you will find few allusions to Christ. ¥hen you find
human writere, profane historians, referring a great deal to
Ghristianity, you may begin to docubt 4f 4t is Christianity at all.
That whioh oomss to the front is oftentimes not of God. The work
of God has s long history in heaven but a short history on earth.
Christéndom hes many histories on earth, but from the Divine-
approval standpeint only a few pages; ah, may we not say less than
that? for it 18 like the nations "Less than nothing and vanity’

In olden times, before Christ came, God was plessed $o
work in various ways with Isrsel.
with

Ee led them up out from Egypt
that wondrous strenmgth before whioh neither Fharaoh nor sea

could stand, and He brought them in, after meeting their needs
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for forty long years in that wilderness of pite and snares and
dangers. He led them in, but they rebslled. They had no king,

but God was pleased after Joshua, and after fhe slderz who ocutlived
Joshua, to raise up judges. The Books of HMoses tell of the law, and
Moses' life is brought before us in four boocks. Thise leads to Joshua,
and Josham laads to Judges with 1ts appendix Ruth, and then we reach
a revivael introduoing the kingdom. Four books of the Later Soriptures
give the 1ife of a Greater than Moses, of One Who kept the Law. The
Gospels lesd to Actse in which we see the work of the Holy Spirit, Who
a8 Joshma, led into the land, but when the spostles were rejected snd
the elders who cutlived them passed away, there came & parsllel with
the times of the Judges. Thanks be unto God some of us believe that
there will be a reviving, as in the days of Samuel. before the
antiochrist,(like to Saul,) rules, and we look beyond the sntichrist
Saul to the reign of the Greatsr than David and Solomon, Whose
Kingdom shall never be divided, and of Whose Kingdom there shall be
no end.

But looking back ofi history we must feel, that there have
been weary centuries throughout, - the times of the Judges. The book
of the Aots 18 the only Church History, and 1t oclosas abruptly, for
the corporate testimony ceases, Let Paul by inspiration bear the
witness! Somewhat later than the book of the Aots he wrote thus -
"At my first enswer (this was in Rome) no man stood by me". In the
Ssame epistle osour the words "All that are in Asis have turned from
me”. Corporate testimony in such oonditions? Beloved friends, 4t
is I2POS3IBLE #0 to have it. The ruin had come in, but God's love
and eternal plan wera not ruined. Men tell us of the éarly "Chureh"
in the second century. It was the early Christendom. The early
Shurch 18 in the book of Aots. God has written = Ohureh History, bdut
men have written Christendom's hiatory, and Christendom copies
Christendom, but saved ones SHOULD oopy Christ. And God is very

mereiful. He hath not dealt with us after our sins, nor rewardsd

U8 acdording to our iniquities., It is of the Lord's mercies that

We are not consumed. If He had been Pleased to say of His people
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"They are joined to idole, let them alone"", who could have stgyed
His hend or said unto Him, "What doest Thou?" But with & love beyond
all loves He bore with them and said, a5 it were, "HEow &hall I give
thee up, Ephraim?® Hise heart's love was toward His own, and, pitying
them, as to Israel of old He gave Judges, snd as that book 8c nazmed
puts it "The Lord was with the Judge". Here, beloved friends, we have
a key to the history of the ages. Why 1s it that God preserves to
Himself a 1ittle witness in those Waldensian mountains znd valleys?
The Lord has grsnted a 1ittle local reviving. Why is a Luther raised
up? A Cslvin? A Farel? And other servants of the Living Godj The
Lord is giving Judges, and He raises up the jJudge, and is with the
Judge. DBut a Gideon made an ephod, and a Jephthah failed, and s
Samason departed from the Lord, - 8o was it with these other men
whom God used. We cannot imitate them altogether, nor can their
works fully say "Imitate me, a8 I am an imitator of Christ", for,
unlike Paul, there were many grievous defeats in their arrangements,
A Luther marred his testimony by a sacramental theory whioh removed
God's tesching in the Lord's Supper. 4 Calvin marred his testimohy
by infent baptism, end by theories of the "Church™ ruling the state.
Many Puritans of the 17th century in this favoured lasnd marred their
testimony by engaging in wars and appro¥ing thereof. Some of them
were perseouted, yet turamed perseoutors. In the 18th century God
followed the revival of the 17th (from whioh there had been so
fearful a reaction in the time of Charles II) - God followead up that
revival of the 17th century and awocke many from stupor during part
of the 18th by a wondrous Divine working. Thousands flocked to hear
Whitfield: 9HE LORD raised up, as He raised up the Jjudges of olad.
Bg;ethe testimony of the 18th sentury was marred in the same way.
If/such as Whitfield excused the sed ging dootrinally, and in
arrangsmsnts, of a Wesley, another emphasiging graoce, and well known
a3 a favourite hymn-writer, indulged in the wildest epithets against
him, that bring one into considerable eoncern, vwhen Mett. 5 i1s weighed.
Thus thh whole of the 18th century was damaged, as Yther centuriss
before.

God raised up, as it were, Judges looally, just as in

Iarael's time of ruin, there was Jair the Gileadite, thers was Ibzan



of Bethlehem, and so forth. God hsas given at all times many guldes
in different places, but there are years in between them; there are
years of captivity to & king of Mesopotamia, to a king of Moab.
There is an up-and-down experience in Judges, even as there becomes
an up-and-down experience in the inidivudsl life whensver one 18 out
of harmony with the Lord 4n the heavanly places; there is an up-and-
down experiense, - blessing, failure, blessing, failure, See this
throughout the book; anad so giihig been all along., 23 X

The 19th century arrived. Just a$ the and of the previous
hundred years society had been rent, on patt of the Continent, by
that awful angicipation of antiohristian powsr, the Frenoh Revolution,
that awful type of the way in whioh in the future, religious profession
will be suddenly ohanged to blasphemous infidelity. In this land God
then brought before some the need of preaohing the Gospel to the
regions beyond, and others were becoming concsrned as to gathering in
accordance with the mind of God. Amidst the wars and rumours of wars
which marked the beginning of the nineteenth century God was working,
but, &3 2 rule, man was, and is, proane to extremes. Those who wore
concerned about the heathen gradually went on to forget it is the
Spirit That quickeneth; snd some who were concerned sbout ths gathering
aloof from an ungodly world came to be =0 occupied with their arrange-
ments of gathering that they forzot the separation from OTHER sins
as well a3 those ecclesiastical, Particulsrly in Irelsnd were there
signs of God's working some years before the movement that hae been
comamonly known &8 that af "Brethren”. Yes, soms years before that,
there was an awekening a8 to sSome arrangements after God's own heart
in Ireland. There wes & movement, in which clergymen left the
Established Church (so-oalled), a movement in whioh thers was a
deep concern for what was oakled by one)Vhe "Apostolioc Traditions”.
The movement becsame unsoriptursl on sertein points, snd the mistakes
of one of 1te leaders overpowered those who were conneoted with it,
and they followed him in errors.

1 suppose at ons time thare were about 20 &o 25 gatherings
in Ireland linkaed with this movement which was BEFORE that which we

connest with the name "Brethren"”, - 12 to 25 years before. Ana
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soon came the time when God graciously cavsed some more of His
Preople to be concerned about gathering on right lines in conneetion
with that whioh efterwards became the movement te which I have
referred as thet of "Brethren", though it is difficult to trace all
the chronology, or the way in which God was working.

Round about 1830, however, it is plain, God impressed the
hearts of various of His people in DIFFE.ENT parte with the need for

worship

godly simplicity, - eimplicity, not only in the matter of wcr%shtp,
but in all things, We cannot, I have g88id, trace fully the history
at the beginnipng. Doubtless those who were in 1t sould not record
exaotly their experiences. Can you tell the way the Lord had led
Y0U, dear fellow saved one? - the order of events, and whioch part
of Yruth He impressed first? Surely the leading has oftentimes been
wonderfully ecmplex, that, though you may thankfully see the results,
you cannoet understand sll the paths. It would Seem that particulsarly
in Ireland and in the West of England at this time, some believers
were stirred up %o sSse the relationship betwsen the dlood of the
Lord Jesus and the union of saved ones. The well-known words of a
well-known tract doubtless illustrated this - THE UNICN OF SAINTS
AND TE BILCOD CF THE LAMB. At the same period Saten was working
with his counterfeite. Mormonism was beginniag in Americe with ITS
soclesiastical arrangement. Supernatural gifts manifested themselves
in the Bo-0alled Scots Churoh, and those approving developed into
the Irvingite ana self-styled Catholic Apostolio Church, with its
unscriptural ritvsl and gaddenning denisl of the sbsolute sinlessnes:
of Christ. The Trastarian movement in the nominal Churoh of England
bggan et just the same reriod, end ons can see in thoss svents that
the constitution of a "Chureh" was the thought prominent in nany
minde; and that when Fod had Bome who were sesking after unity
according to His will, Satan was holding out false attractione to
leed many to heve & realisation on esrth of their own ides of a
gorgeous "Church™. Where thers ig s work of God, it is Sometimes
apperently slow. The seed in the g0od ground brings forth fruit

witk "remaining wnder". Goa does not work with the rush and

excitement that men would oftentimes fleBire, and believers vhom
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Ho was selling out from systems to the presious and worthy Name of
Christ only saw things gradwuslly. 1 suppoes some things whioh fto us
almost Beem cormmon-place ware greal surprises to them. I do notmean
that we &re in every wey So far sdvanoeed beyond what they were, but
they were the pionsers,in God’'s mersy, and their influwence has so
spread that things mwhich many evangelissal bellavsrs realise quite
easily now, ssemed almost to stagger those who by God's lesading
first thought of them. The poosibility of gathering together to
bresk bread every Lord's Day without & president seemsd an unwonted
surprise gt that time, and so wae it with other things. The blessed
hope of the return of our beloved Lord, as thaet which affects His
people, and dAraws them from fellowehip in the world'e politice, and
from the world's esteem - such a view of the Blessed Hope was
surprising sbout 183C, but now it hes becoms slmost gommonplece to us,
perhaps oo commonplace, dear friends. We need to FEEL truth more.
1 suppoSe one may make a general statement, that truth should be
frogh tu us every time, and almost surprise us again and again,
becauce we see more in it.

Briefly c¢ne may svm up a few of the arrangements which
were then graduslly brought about, -

FIRST, - There was a meeting together of CHRISTIANS se
Christians, not cvhing & human name. Any approved believer wes
welcome, to be regerded as a believer, snd soknowledged in the
expression of fellowship at the breaking of the bread. No
sectarian "denominating™ wae tsaken or sought. The title "Brethren"
has been given, but it was never chosen &8 a title, being eiwply
used as a desoription, and trosfe who fastened the neme of "THE
Brathren” upon believers who #esired to meet ss brethren were,
consoliously or unccenseiously, acting unfelirly end untikuthfully.

In the same wsy some might fasten on us the name of "THE Believars”
and a&ssume that we say others are unbelievers bscausSe we gather in
mesting rooms we have gometimes describsd sinply as "Meeting Rooms of
believers"™ to avoid a humen end seatarian name. You follow what I

mesan. There ie a vast difference bhatween the omission or inserticn

of the word "THE", If we put up "Meeting Rooms of THE Bedievers"
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our meeting rooms would be sectarian, but the sbsenoce of the
article makes ths word simply 3descriptive. We do not say anything
838 to others, we desBlre to 1llustrate whet it 18 to believae; wo
long that others mey 4o the sanme.

o return to our history: in these early days when God
granted a reviving sbout 1830 thers wss not & seekting after a NUME,
but a seeking after the simvlicity of ohildren of God gathering
together as ohildren of God. Further thare was a realisation in
this conneotion that failure hed ccme in, that corporate testimony
had ceased, that the chireh of God, as the exeoutive of OGhrist on
earth, was not manifest, and therefore that the only position which
belisvers could rightly take was that of humdly denying their
greataass, and acknowledging the ruin, and meeting on the ground
that God appointed of old, bthough without the power God gave of old,
end without refusing to all others a position in tha gathering of Goad
saved by the blood of the Lord Jesusa. In other words, the early
abttitude was that of separation from systems, but by no mesns s
denial of the Christianity of those in systems., The gatherings
of those who were in this movemsnt wers gatherings professedly
on the ground that God had approinted in the first sentury, but
theie w%&B8 no claim "We are the only ones”. Thore wa3 rather a
DESIRE to acknowledgs the weakness, to asknowladge the ruin, and
to tske a path of separation?%o the Lorad.

THIRDLY, there was a zreat stress on the privilege ¢f
sesking to bresk bread weekly without any "administration of a
saorament”, without s president, in simple lova to the Lord Himself.

FOURTHLY, there was much stress, as I have already uentioned,
on practical living in the expsctancy of the return of Christ. In
conngction with theee things there graduslly osme along the thought
that those who waere outeide evil should be more definitely united
one with the othsr, that reslising ana recognizing one another wers
brethren, and meating with the same objeact, thers should be one
discipline, so that the sots of each 1ittle gsthering were %o be
regards? as the manifestation of the will of God, a3 far as that

will could bhe known. Consequently one exoluded from one assembly
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would be excluded from all assemblies linksd by a bdinding tégether
closer than that whioh NEN have forgad in some mors elaborate, or
apparently elaborate, syatems and organizations.

Now, dear friends, having gone so far, I want to say a
vword or two as to where much of the failure came in. A large part
came in, I am persuaded, through that whioch is common emong uvs, and
ocommon smong all believers, - a falling short of carrying out
rrinciples in humble love to the Lord, though reslised in the heart.
But I am also persuaded that there were certain fallures in the
principvles which marked that movement. Shall we seek to consider
one or two of the failures, not to oriticize mentally, but that we
may be warned sgainst them, that we may be more concerned to become

a. bl e on Ky unll of Co(
oloser amd closer to the wfil of God,in all things. Ifwe ses thet
believers seeking to please the Lord have failed, how humble we
should be, and how concerned lest seeing their failures we fail also.
Pirst I believe that there was a large ampunt of. failure through a
misunderstanding of the work of the Spirit of God. The Spirit of
God undoubtedly csused scertain supernatural gifts in the early
Church, but in the absense of those supernatural gifts, partly
withdrawn because of chastisement, - in the absence of those
supernatural gif$¢ we cannot pretend that we have them without
grieving God. The gathering in 1 Cor. 14 is marked by inspired
speskers, and insepired speakers only. We cannot pretend that we
have inspired speakers now. We cannot pretend, thersffire, to meet
exactly in the same way 48 1 Cor. 14. That the Holy Spirit COULD
lead believers to rise up and speak without premeditation, that the
Holy Spirit could work by seven as easily as through one or two, is
rerfectly clear, but that the Rpirit of God 4is pleased so to do in
days of ruin, 48 not olear. Rsther we have the stress on more »
individusl ministry in days of woakness, Wo 4o not £ind in the
epistles to Timothy the open meeting, though we DO £ind open prayer.
The Spirit of God, even in 1 Cor. 14, 1is not spoken of as presiding
in the asBembly in such a way that sverything will go along rightly
without godly arrangement. Even THEN, when the gifts weres granted,
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the words were olear "Let all things be done decently, and according
to an arranging”; and believers were held to be responsible for the
use of their gifts, and it would geem that those who had inspiration
often came with their inspiration resdy before they arrived at the
meeting, - hence we read "Each of you hath a psalm”, and 8o fotth.
Surely then it cannot be wrong, necessarily wrong, for ohildren of
God to wait upon Him beforehand as to vhat they should say when
speaking at the gathering of believers in oconneotion with the Table
of their dbeloved Lord. We 1limit the Holy Spirit if we say He omnnot
work to prepare beforehsnd. We limit the Holy Spirit if we restriot
Him to open ministry. The Spirit of God can work as He pleased. I
am afraid there ha2 been a limiting of the Spirit of God, though
connectad with a desire to exalt Him. Furthermore, - and with this
one point I must alose, leaving the rest for snother time, - further-
more, there was the tendenoy to deny arrangement, to put on one side
arrangement, yet "arrangement™ woukd come in without being acknowledged.
Now, anything that comes into a position of influwence without being
acknowledged tends to produce a spirit of untruthfulness. Christendom
has its suthorities and heads, and in this conneotion it is outspoken
in its denial of the Lord's will. The Lordls people among Brethren
(s0-0called) wers oftentimes brought into a measure of system. A
"Bresthrenism™ so easily eome® in among us all, and this ocame in, and
there was the employment of human arrangements without a satisfactory
result, because they waere not SUPPOSED to be there, and yet they were
allowed. A unity of 2aved ones was desired mpon avery subject that
came bsfore the gathering; that unity could not be produced, yet
government by majorities was held to be unsoriptural; the result was
a TENDENCY toward that whioh would produce untruthfulness - to carry
out the principle of unity when the"apparatus™ end power were absent.
Men of God who had been thoroughly trained in the knowledge of the
E;%g% naturally took & leading position, and instead of fully
ecknowledging them, as Scoripture sppoints, there was the tendenoy

to ignore this in word, yet the position was taken, and such a conditior
inclines to a MEASUREof untruthfulness.
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Perheps I should have said, when 8peaking of mistakes as
to the work of the Spirit of God, that we all feel sure that a
waiting on God which 18 acoceptable becsuse in Christ, is never a
failure, but 1f we ever sntiocipate certain impulsive leadings, and
ere UNWILLING to prepare, we may lsy ourselves open to be led by other
impulses than those of the Lord; and I believe that the erronecus
teaching oonoerning prophecy, and conscerning other things which has
disfigured Godswork among the Brethren, was largely because there
was a desire Yo be suddenly led. Thus other workings than those of
God ware manifest, not in the same MEASURE as in the Thesselonian
assdrbly, but in the same direotion.

A1l these things are a beaoon to us., Let use praise God
for sll the love of all His people. lLet us not proudly record their
errore. "Let him that thinketh he standeth, tske heed lest he fall".
If those who have gone on the path of separation from evil becsuse
that 18 God's principle of unity, - if those who have gone on the
rath of seeking to bs outeide the camp with Christ have failed so
8adlyy let ns take heed, lest wandering from our Lord, individually
or ocollestively, ws bring disgrace upon His Name, and hinder as far
&8 we can hinder the work that in His love He determines to do 4in

making ready a people to welcome His beloved Son Those soming is 8o
near.

Lol R

GOD'S HAND SBuN IN HISTCRY (Sontinued).

1ith August, 1913.

I suppose, dear friends, that we 211 heve verious mental
inclinations. To some, liks to my2elf, doubtless, history is
reculiarly attractive, and the history that we have before us this
evening seems the most attractive, theugh likewise the most saddening,
of all history. May we be preserved from mere natural interest in it.
¥ey it be our object not to oriticize others, not to be amcquaintea
with the dates of the &ifferent disruptions end &isprders, but rather
to find cut a plain path in which we may walk humbly under the
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Ad&ke

guidsnce of the Spirit of God, dBeoeuss of those vho observe us -
and to the glory of God.

Last time we saw the difficulty of really finding out
HISTORY in vhich we had not psrsonal experiense. We Saw,moreover,
that there was in the story of the present dispensation, a sad
departure from God, but a parallel with an earlier age, for the
God Who rmised up Juldges rai=scd up men like Luther asnd Calvin.
Thus, amid all the confusion we traced, gentury after century, the
good hand of God, and after other reformations we reachsed a
reviving whioch, in some respects, stands out beyond them all, _
refer %o the reviving centred round 1830, and the beginning of the
movement to whioh the word "Brethren™ is now commonly attached.
That at the first thers was a movemen$ from God, which #till has
MANY precicus fruits, seems very plain; dut that as of 01d the
enemy soon sowed tares, is equslly plain, nor is all the fruit
precious. Moreover, thers were not aspostles in 1830, nor was
there the beautiful beginning ae on the Day of Pentecost, hence
i1t wes easier to sow taree. There were varlous preparations for
this wonderful movement, and those preparations were doubtless
guided by Him Who knew just how He would work, and Who knaew the
end from the beginning. The indiract resulte of this movement
are very far-resching. We cannot therefore realise fully either
the causes or the results, but we know that there were cartain
beliefs which we desire tc hold more fervently, and we know that
there were certain fsilures by which we desire to be warned that
wa may walk more closely with God.

You will recollect that we noticed that there was &
great stress on the union of seved ocnes, of those saved by the
dlood of the Lord Jesus, - & union, not dependent upon man-made
organisations, a union not Jdependent upon trust deeds or oreeds,
but dependent upon the guiokening and controlling work of the
Spirit of God. I d¢ not say that union was FULLY realised, but
that union was emphasized. We saw, furthermore, that this

involved an aocknowledgment of the failure which has marked all
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the conturies. Among many believers, or at least professing believe
aven to this day it sounds stzange to say that the Lord's Supper was
not xept for hundreds of years, but those dear people of God who were,
in measure,revived in 1830, realised the utter departure, in some
respects, whioh had existed for hundreds of years. Instead of
regarding the history of Christendom as a desirable development, which
is the standpoint of Romanism; instead of regarding the history of
Christendom 28 a veriable wp-and-down experience, with a great deal .
of desirable development, whioh 18, I em afraid, a fairly popular
theory, - those who were then revived by God saw thal the early cohurch
sson cesased to have its right position, and that the so-called fathers
of the church did not understand chureh position, that it was
entirely unseriptursl to speak of "the early church in the third
century", for example. One might almost call THAT a later stage of
Ohristendom, for Christendom began its defiant departure from God
even in the first century. You can well understand that the sfress
on the wnity of seved ones involved the denisl of many man-made
unities, and thus contained within itself an acknowledgement of the
loss. Thirdly we saw that there was & giving heed to the precious
promises of the Lord which concern His return, and we marked, as well
as this, a stress upon Christ's commands, at lesst some that had dbeen
forgotten, and together therewith a gracious emphasig on simplicity
of worship, without priest or priestly administration. But we

felt there were failures, - failures through not living up to the
prineiples;like those which, alas, we &till find among ourselves,

and most closely in our own hearts. Oh how often we fall short of
the truth we know, and fail to exemplify in our dsily servicel

And there was a failure even as to the UNDERSIANDING of the work

of the Spirit of God. His presidency cf an assembly when gathered

to bresk bread was assumed in a way which elmost demsnded inspiration.
This was pegulisrly dangerous when the older generation who had been
trained csrefully 4n the Soriptures, end head given up muoh for the
Lord, were outnumbered by others. Furthermore, the idea of the

progidency of the Holy Spirit, even in gatherings of two or thres,



1s.

led to a verbsl exaltation of looal discipline ss though it was
almost necessarily sn expression of the mind of Christ. A little
sompany professing to &3t in the name cf the Lord, and with ths
best intentions, might nevertheless be partly, and lsrgsly, the
means of & world-wide division throuzgh the carrying out of the
prinoiple that the aesembly, though smell and without gifts of
axeoutive, vee nevertheless able to register the Lord's dsoisions
as to exclusion. In cther words, individual claims of semi-
inspiration, and solleotive olaims of semi-inspiration were
peoulisrly dsugercus,end spt to suggest and lead fo certain pridae.
In oonnecticn with thie there was the assumption that 1f the Lord
oould lead whom He would (which we all soknowledge), there would
probadbly be & very open ministry {whioh, by the grace of God, we
deny as a nscessary inference). A peculiarly open ministry, without
preparation, but waiting for impulse, was the opportunity for being
misled, particularly as evil spirits are peculiarly zealous to
overthrow a work of God, and this, I fear, i8 the key to modéh of
the false prophetic teaching which has marred the sad ahd solemn
history of the movement we &re ccnsidering. Every boliever who
hes Some acquaintance with the Lord, and some sxperience of
speaking, will know the danger of impulsive speaking, will know the
tendency at the time to think a message 18 from the Lord. It is
deeply important that we should never limit the Holy Spirit, but
that we should considerably limit ideas ss to our sublecticn to
the Spirit. That the &pirit of God oonld work by EVEKY individual
in an assembly, in the way of spesking, we reasdily acknowledge,
unless He had revealed otharwise; that the 8pirit of God could
)euse all fresh unveilinge of truth to come up in meatings without
moment's preparation, we cheerfully recognise, but that the
wajority of believers are so subjeot toc God the Spirit es to be
ible to enjoy these wonderful workings, we must sorrowfully deny;
ind further, we do not f£ind Soripture to ssy that if belisvers
vere peculiarly subjeot there would be sc many iwmpulses as the

dear people of the Lord among those known a8 "Brethren" have

commonly assumed.
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May I, in this connection. just mention one point that
was put rather foroibly yesars sgo to thosé in this association?
It was said, "Why 4P it is wrong to prepare before the breaking
of bread, wrong to prepere what one should say, - why 1f there is
e danger and limitation in this, do you use a Hymn Book?" If there
were thus any restricting of the Spirit of God, a hymn book slso
would be a restricting. 1 need hardly ssy from our standpoint,
vhich 1 trust 48 in accord with the mind of the Lord, there is no
contragt with God's will in a SCEIPURAL hymn book, slthough &
hymn book I take to be an acknowledgment of weakness. A8 to an
war2y church it was said, "Each of you baths PSALV"™, and so forth.
There were INSPIRED hymns in the gatherings then, and a hymn dbook
is always & sad amcknowledgmont. But the dear people of the Lord
emong "Brethren” did not realise the EXTENT of the failure., as we
shall see in a few moments. Furthermore, the denial of organisation
without the Lord's arrang%ﬁgnﬁ of the"organiem™ led to awkward
positions, from whish there wae the extrioating sometimes at the
axpanse of principles; and when you try to twist things "to fit 4n",
fhere is a dangerous lowering of the morel tone. The Lord's paople
among "Brethren” denied snything of the authority whioch they found
in human sects: we likewise deny it. But they did not see that
which, by grace, we have been brought to see, that the Lord has
certain sarrengements for guidance snd direction in days of ruin.
In the absence of seeing these arrangements they were cast dack
upon their idea of the Spirit of God leading, but 85 the Spirit of
God would not elwaye lead, though very grscious, when Hig plans
were pul on cne side, they scmetimes wers brought to awkward
positions, snd they filled ths gap in e way that meant leading end
ruling, dut without acknowlsdging 1t, and THZAT i3 a danger to moral
principles. Only recently one was speaking to me a8 to that with
whiob he wa3 nearly as3oclated once, and he said "It is acknowledged
that there 1is open ministry, but the Lord only leads these two™, as
much a8 to say "1 feel that the aocknowledgement of it i3 rather

strange because 1t is 30 restricted”. SHow I believe that thoughts
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of that kind have been in the minds of many, and that to scoount
for them there has been & little unoonsoious dishonesty. From the
standpoint wnich we 8ee in Sceripture, there is no difficultiy 4in the
matter, but from the stendpoint that the Lord's people smong
"Brethren™ have taken, there is a diffioculty, - how withoult organis-
stion, organisatidajoches in, and how without lsaderwhip in the
sommon usage of the word, there is often an under-surfiase lesdership
whioch 18 not helpful td the spiritual condition. I 4o not say that
this 18 alwaypf menifest in the seme degres, but i1t is continuslly
arising, thrdugh the feilure to recognize G0D'S means and GOD'S
methods.

And now ocoming on to cur fresh subject, a flew words sbout
8 general danger, which, beloved friends, applies to us. Heights
of blessing are always near a precipice. They provoke Satan's
oprosition, and, furthermore, a blessing i# often made an excuse
for pride. If I put it this way you will fozlow what I mean.
Earthly persons are "dangerous”" in a heavenly position, and there-
fore if we take in measure & heavenly position, if some of our
earthliness comes up, pride cometh before destruotion, andé bthere
will soon be & failure. Now I belisve that God dld bless among
thoss known as Brethren, bdbut that there was & certain aemount of
earthliness in a heavenly position, and without the ccrrective
power of continuel cormunion with God, snd of right arrangements
in discipline, that earthiiness sent some over the precipice.
Further, another genersl principle. It is easier to have sections,
and divisions, in & movement that wants to deal with sin than in
another movement. I Bay this because the movement has besn surmed
up as beginning with universal communion and finishing with
universal excommuniocation. That summing up of it is absolutely
false. The various divisions and splite among those known as
Brethren, are very sad, but the absence of eplits and divisions
is no proof of & spiritual state. If you want to go on the lines
of the Lord's will and deal with every sin, the probability is
that there will be more splite and divisions then i1f you make truth

a matter of small importance, unless there he a mighty corrective
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power from God binding the hearts of Eis people, and preventing
thess schiems. The divisions among the Brethren are partly e healthy
84gn, partly an vnhealthy. I know you will think that e very strange
statement, becsuse by the grace of God we see every division 13 =&
sause for sorrow; but, dear friends, keeping on a union in evil shd
In eareleseness about truth is a greater cause for sorrow, because
lt shows a #t1l11 lower spiritusl state, I believe that many among
those known &s Brethren were sufficiently spiritusl to divide, dut
not sufficiently spiritusl to go & step beyond that. The reunion
of Christendom is theliﬁiii levsel, and fedesrstionism 18 in it. The
next step 1s separation, and sll of us make mistakes in separations.
The next step 18 fo follow peace, ets., with those who keep on
calling on the Lord out of a pure hsart. O that that might be our
exparience! I do feel that we ought to be thankful that there has
been sufficient desire to break asunder meny lifetime friendships
for whei they belleved to be more important. The divisions have
been indications of sn ensouraging csoncern for the truth, though
the MODR of the divisions has beeh indication of & lack of welking
with God., for the most part. Ah, agein lst us remember in studyin
this movement that the TRUE nature of ANYTHING 18 not seen AT ONCE
At the beginning of the movement there were godly men who had been
thoroughly trained in various systems, and when they wsre trained
they gave up for the Lord. They conssorated their gain to the Tord.
Thet whioh was like to the learning of Saul of Tarsus8, his Pharisaio
knovledge, they brovght over. I have not m word to say in favour of
great humen knowledge, but when e men whose mind has been trained in
e human system adds to mental advantages thse giving up for the Zord,
hn Commdcron
the probability is that there will be blessingswith the step, which
blessings are lacking when one who has neither training nor knowledge
nor giving up assumes thaet he oan speak just a3 well. The uwovement
at the beginning was characterissd by a vast amount of giving up for
Christ., Purthermors, you cannot tell the nafure of a movement 5111

trouble comes. You naver know what & brother 48 %t1ll you oriticise

him. "There must be divisions" said the epostle. VWHY? That those
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who are approved may be made manifest", This is not a pleading for
divisions; but you can nevar tell how anycne atands till he is
oritioised. Rsbuke anyone, and you will know more of hie or her TRUE
character. While there is agreement, it may be that the one whom you
think to be agreeing with you 18 really very glad that you are wise
enough to agree with him, and so there is not a true understanding

of that which draws together. But let a diffioculty come in, and yom
will soon see whers there is a concern for God's truth in reality.
But the diffioculties also show the failures. How many, efter some
loese8 or breakages or diffioculties of & mabterial kind, put things
right whioch they did not put right before! How many have made
different arrangemehts after a building hes been bturat downi But

the arrangement would have been better first. The defeots were

found out in the ruin, aend I think when the disorder came along emong
the Lord's dear people known &8 Brethren, there was a 2ad manifeste-
tion that something was lsoking in their discipline to desl with those
disorders. Furthermore, you oannot tell = movemont at the first,
becsuse there is & temporary enthusissm, - I trust we may have more
then & temporary eathusiasm,- but you know what I mean, dear fellow
saved ones. There 48 & vast amount of temporariness with God's
people. There is a general longing to walk more closely with Him,
but oftentimes we have a holy activity in a certain direction, and
then that bocomes & 1ittle cool. It is easy to start something
frash, but it 18 not so easy to keep on with something that was

fresh six monthes ago, unless we know the continual fragrance of

the pressnce of Some Cne.

We come now to consider one or two of the prinociples
slreandy mentioned, and to test them in the light of the Seriptures.
Take,for instance, the question of the unien of saved ones by the
blood of the Lamb., Was that a Divine prineiple, or was 1t s msan-
msds thecry? It is deeply important that the Lord's people should
be one. OChrist died with this objeot. But tbe union of saved ones
may beoome an smbigucu® expression., How do we know who are saved?

No believer without inspiration can dare to say. What them do we

know? We know those who show they are saved. And how dc they show ity
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By disciplelikeness., £ Tim., 2 makes this olear; and the early
beliavers smong those known as Brethren took this position, yet
failed to fully spply it. I would not spesk of this simply as a
matter of history. THEIR failure is OURS, their shame 18 ours,
for we are g&ll responsible for all others with whomd we in any
measure come in contact, The union of ssaved ones is deeply important,
but we ocan cnly tell those who depart from iniquity. The Lord knew,
and knoweth, them that ARE His. Therefore ii becomes us to seek a
manifest union of those who depart from iniquity. In other words,
it 45 not zectarian to welcome only thoss who depart from inigquity,
because 1t 1s Divinely appointed. If you welcome all who are
"Chrigstians” without taking the standard of departing from iniguity,
you must accept thsm on their bare word. But who will venture such
sn awful riek? To build, as it were, into & House of God hay and
studbble! There MUST be ons way of drawing a line, or the other.
Either we must say those who call themselves Christians, or those
who dofinitely prove they are Christians. It is not sectarian to
limit to the second. 4nd I would go s step further. Those who
dopart from unrightecusness, and those who shew disciplelikeness,
are reglly the only ones who shew they are Christians. Till
believers gome up o the point of giving up &1l manner of things,
inelunding friendships, including religious associations, FOR WE
LORD, they have not made fully manifest that they are His, In
this oonnsotion may I mention the inconsistensy of occcasional
communion. That 18 to say, one may be a member of a Wesleyan
Chapel, and on the introdustion of a known brother aould be
welcomad at the Tad2d of the Lord, fto return to his Wesleyanism
the next Lord's Day. Occasionsal communion i3 & denial of 1 Cor.10.17
eto. Its results are, morsover, very serious, for on the principle
of Hag. 2, evil spreads., And the strange part sbout it ie this,-
ghat though the Lord's dear people among the Brethren would welcome
one who had been smong Wesleyand, they would refuse gertain who had
been among meetings more similar to their own; but in wedcoming, for
example, among Weeleyans, they would almost serteinly after avhile
be welcoming one who had been in fellowship with some whom they had
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sxcluded. In thaeory, therefore, all occasional communion involves

an indirest fellowship with excluded ones, which at once breaks down
the whole taasching of discipline with which the Word of God is fillead.
I need not speak gmore about that, as it i8 our subjeoct here next
Lord's Tay afternoon, God willing.

The union of saved ones, and the union of sssemblies, was
rightly realised in measure, but at least in neme there was a tendenoy
tb overlook the importent position of evangelists, to be used of God
in 1inking these gatherings. The union of saved ones became a 8erious
matter when a little gathering of half & dozen oould aot, and all other
getherings be theoreticslly bound by 4t. The union of saved ones 1s
precious, asnd we should seek for its manifestation, dubt unity does not
mesn equality in executive. The Lord ealls certain ones in days of
ruin to exercise more of His discipline, and there 18 a danger lest,
with a desiro to emphasize the Spirit of God in esch local gathering,
the geograrhy rather than the Spirit of God should decide the diseipline
I mean the fact that there were just a few #n one meeting, who were not
instruoted, would be made the opportunity for Satan’'s inroads. A= to
the weekness, our dear friends of the lest century did not fully see
this, for they met on the ground of the one body, assuming 1 Cor. 14,
but in 1 Cor. 14 every speaker is inspired. At the present time no
speaker okaims to be inspired. Furthermore I think that they f£siled
to realise thet the Holy Spirit doces not only lesad us to wait for
Christ, but He lesds to some present REbuilding (of. Hag. 1 The
church at Ephesus was refcunded after the rvin of whioh Timothy
gspesks, for the Book of Revelation comes AFTERWARDS, and shows that
the Holy Spirit approved of a Scriptural churoh being FORMED AGAIN.

There was & tendency to emphasize the indifidual "Thou" of
2 Mmothy, forgetsing it is the "Thou" of one putting straight
assemblies, not the "Thou" of the indivhdual consocience, though
undoubtedly there is a secondary application to this. I have mentioneJ
a stress upon the ocming of the Lord. In view of this there was much
putting aside of earthly things at the first. Here was a large portioc
of the power. Men of wealth laid aside the glories of their wealth
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and position. I have Ssomewhat recently come across a lengthy tract,
issued by one in those days - "Reasons fér resigning naval rank and
pay". Actions of that kind were evidences of a deep de8ire to give
up "rank®™ and pay", not only™navsal] for the Lord, - and believers
8till oling largely to "rank and pay", - and there is ALWAYS a
blessing when they are willingz 5o give up rank and pay for Him.
The Holy Spirit wes pleased graciously to manifest Himself, end
the workings of the Lord Jesus in many wsys smidst such surroundings,
but as there became the failure of giving uwp, &3 there were counter-
feits of giving up, as the 1ove beseme colder, the movement becsame
weaker. Furthermore, a longing for Christ to come largely overruled
the grievous mistakes of prophetic teacking, - but not altogether;
and those grievous miatskes, believing that the coming of the Lorad
Jesus was in ite two stages SEPARATED BY THE TRIDULATION, led to
muoh disorder, and to a lack of earnest preparation. "His wife hath
made hergelf roeady"” is the statement of Rev. 19. Evidently, moreover,
this wrong prophetioc teaching 14fted up hopes, and then, when those
hopes were nolt quickly realised, there was a tendency to sink down,
whereas & true spiritual grasp of what the hope of Christ's return is
enables us to face ooming events, and intervening evsnts, with a
quiet restfulness without being alarmed, even if there "seems” a delay,-
for though NATURAL faith osnnot unders$and intervening events,
spirituel faith, and spiritusl hope make no metter of intervening
events, or of seeming waiting, for they look on beyond s&ll to the
Lord, end live in the light of That Blessed Hope. Oh that it may
be ours to realise this in our own experience, through the precious
teaching of the Eoly Spixit.

Though there was a great strese on simplicity of worship,
and the commande of the Lord, baptism was lergely misunderstood.
The opinion of one who took & prominent position seems to have
prevented others from investigating this subject es fully as they
shoulkd, Because he believed in infant baptiem, to & certain extent,
others seemed afrasid tc cpesk tco strongly upon this matter. And
you mey be sure of this, when there are differences among teachers

there 18 alwaye the thin edge of latitudinsarisnism, and the ruin of
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that devotion to the Lord which is oconcerned about the whole truth,
Doudbtless 1if these points had besn pressed at the first, there would
elther have been 2 division, or & coming to one mind. I trust that
we may prees all points from the first, and rely upon the Lord to
bring us to one mind. While our dear friends expecsted the Spirit of
God to work marvellously in assemblies, somehow they could not olaim
that the Spirit of God would dbring them to one mind on Baptism.
Herein was an underestimating of His mighty powsr. Nor is this
tendency extinet to-day. Within the lest few years I proposed a
meeting with one who 48 a pudlisher of one of the seotiones thht

have desoended from the original movement, snd he was afraid that

a meeting bo thlk over these things would bring a display of temper.
There was an unwillingness to trust the Spirit of God to keep His
poople'’s tempers., I am afrald there 18 & danger of one-sidedness.
We negd to guard against this. That believers among those known as
Brethren have raceived grest blessings at the Breaking of Bread,
though done imperfeotly, I would readily acknowledge. And why?
Largely because they sounted on the Lord for this. But if only

they hzd counted on the Lord for a hundred other things, this
address might not have bsen given to-hight.

Furthermore, there were srrors as to the time and mode of
the Lord's Supper. As you know the traditional idea of the morning,
and of leavened bread and of fermented wine, were still emphesized.
Doubtless the lLord pardoncd msny who prepered their hearts (of.

2 Chron. 30. 18,19), nor would we boast if we 2ee anything more fully.
Perhaps if they had not emphasized the weekly breaking of bresd we
might have been slower to see that. For £ll blessings through
prewious saints we give thanks to God; for their failures we would
sonfess the 8in of OUR people, as Daniel of old.

The removal of human forms and ceremonies was xight, but
as, alas, usual, when human ceremonies are thrust out, some Divine
ones go,as well. The disciples' prayer was ousted from its right
position, and in & protest against a ONE-man ministry there was a
tendency to an ANY-men ministry, and almost to a denial that the
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Spirit of God could use cne. Furthermore, the protest ageinst forms
led some to an informality whioch quickly dbrought forth en appearsnce
of irreverence, which in 1ts turn prcduced the REALITY of irreverence.
So, dear friends, we see Bome of the feilures. I am not here to Juage
the precicus motives of those who have borne the name of the Lord, ana
many of whom have now passed ocut from this world. Many seem to have
known muok love to Him. o their own Master they sbtood or fell 1in
varying degress as servants, but those who knew His Name becsuse He
knew them will be made to stand in that Day, and in any measurs in
which they sought after the Lord, and acted up to tﬁ@.light whioh He
enablsed them to see, they will receive their reward. We DARE not
Judge their motives. %The tendency to fling moral charges has been
marked threughout the whole history of thoss who are known as
Brethren, - to use moral oharges a8 a makeweight. It was 8o st

least in several 3f the serious divisions whioh took place. I have,
therefore, no wish to perpetuate thie, and to charge them with
untruthfulness and other grievous sins, but I must say thaet their
words and actions have sometimes LCOKED like pride. We are, I

think, entitled to Judge actiocns. There hae been a tenfency toward
thaet which has had the sppearance fof looking dowa upon thoee who

ere not instructed in the portione of truth (mixed with error),

which became cormonly belleved smong thoes known as Brethren. Wa

ell are in danger of btecoming to S0ME extent comparsble with whited
Bepulchres, decorsted, but full of dead men's bones. Thiz is a

6all to humility.

There hes besn the sppesarance, furthermoras, of a certain
oconfidence among some, thatfthey hald resched finality, and thatb none
ooul&?%gam any further. I hope we shall never fesl we have resched
finslity, t1l1l we do reach this when gathered with ou¥ bheloved Lorad.
Then we 2hsll not THINE we have reached 1, wo Shall ENOW - 4in the
glory of that day. As soon a8 a man thinks that he has reached a
goal, he probshly haes reached a goal, but not a desirable one. The
tendency is that there Should, in this connection, bs a lsck of
patience toward those who differ. That we feel, end should feel,

the greatest love for all brethren, vherever they may be found, is,



28,

I hope, in our hearts. We are all somewhat afraid when the word
"the" 1is put in front,- "TE Brethren". I need hardly say, they
d1d not, a8 a general rule. put this title themselves, slthough
my experience of literature ageinst them 1s that those who know
nothing of their history, or very little of their true position,
delight to fling such charges. In generak I find that if I want
to feel more interest in the Lord's work among the Brethren, the
best thing is to read sSome books written sgainst them. I agree
with those maligned far more fully then. When I begin to read
their own CONTROVERSIAL books, I differ from them very largely,
because in their sontroversy they sink far below the level of the
godliness that many of them experienced in conneotion with devotion.
Those,therefore, smong Brethren, whose 1ives have seemed to lay a
8trese upon "THE" Brethren, we pity, snd I hops that "Brethrenism”
a8 well a8 every other "ism"™ we hate. Alas! they have & history,
and herein is the Adanger, because as Soon a8 a Work has a histery
1t tries to produsce a gonsistenoy with itself. Tet us rather be
ooncerned to have s consistenoy with the Lord. As soon &8 you have
a8 movement segking a consistency with itmelf, there will be some
dangerous controversies and inoonsistenoies. © thst we might de
rather willing to acknowledge ourselves wrong then to work out
theories of consistency that grieve our God.

The Lord's people smong Brethren have leid stress upon
portions of truth which we would value with themselves, but sSome-
times vhon enything is first seen 18 is not wisely expressed. I
suppose every brother who first learns the portion of doctrine
that concerns @od's electing grace ocarries it fto a rslative extreme
at the first, unless there is much carefulness before the Lorad
In like manner God's dear people in this movement smphasized thaf
the rightecusness of GOD was not a legal rightecusness, that a
saved man was not partly under Mosee, and in THIS they were correoct;
but when they shut out the one work of the Lord Jesus in LIFE as
well &8 death, by laying such a stress on the death alone, that they
forgot how in His 1ifs He was ceusing 2 righteousnese to be made
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available by His death, and applied to us in His resurrection, when
they lost this thought, they were on an extrems. Doubtless there
was a vest smcunt of legalimm against whioh they protested, end
doubtless the languege concerning the imputed righteousness ol
Christ was often unsatisfactorily employed; but though we are of
one mind with them to keep %o the Scriptural word "The Righteousness
of God", we See that the obedience of Christ, recognised by the
Pather, 13 the Righteousness of God applied to the Lord's people.
Not"Justification BY & risen Christ” (%o take the title of one of
their tracts), but Justifioation IN & risen Christ, - vastly
different.

Again, their stress upon heavenliness of 1ife was deeply
of freedom

important, but they were api in Bpe&king/from lew, end o8 not being
entangled in a yoke of bondsge, to beoome rather exouging of the
believer's position with regard to the COMMANDS of Christ. We ARE
in a 1aw to Christ, and this i8 deeply important with regard to
His Coming Jwigmeni Seat.

They emphasized "All ye are brethrea”, but they tended,
or seemed, to forget the underlying prinsipls of "Are ell apostles?”
They 1laid a stress upon "That Blesced lLope", and that every man's
work shall be made msnifest, but perhaps there was 8t least a slight
tendency with some to under-estimate "If any man's work be burat up,
he shall suffer loss". O thet it may be ours by grace, beloved
friends, to avoid their misteizes, and to humble curselves before
God thet we may know and do His will. Wa are living in perilous
deys. "The ohurch" is an expression which is often misudad. We
¥Xnow of old the Lord Jesus appointed and established the ehurch,
and the only established ghurch we know is that of Malt. 16. 18 -
"Upon this Rook I will build My church, and the gates of Hades
shell not have strength against it". In the Divine purpose, and i3
e heavenly espeot,that shurch 3till exists, but in the early days
it also existed on esrth as i;x menifest axecutive of Christ. As
such it does not exist in the ruin of tc-day. But, thanks be unto
God, 1t 4is possible to have thé gatherings that will {1llustrate

r-
1 Tim. 3 in some, and inereasing, measure, - "A church of & living
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God, & pillsr and ground of the truth”. I hope our position is
tkat we believe God has drawn us together here, that therefore it
is & work of God; and let me say to every bsliever present, vhether
in manifest fellowchip with the Lord's peopls gethered here or not,
let mo say that z%ﬁ%g;iy that which is God's work hag any olsim on
you. Everything else ies a seot, and no sect hes eny c¢ls_im on you
at 8ll. You have no svthority fram God to build ur any sect. You
are perpestusting division emong the children of God, and anything
which slters any of the Lord's arrsngements 8con shuts out those
who wonld keep to the Lord's arrsngements, snd as such i8 a sect.

I fsel in this oonneotion thet we have & solemn responsi-
bility to aveid dropping into & sect, and ch, dear friends, toc avoid
that which 48 equally Adsngerous, & sectarian spirit, and furthermore
that which is equally dsngerous, & low leval of godlinsas, - for if
we have high privileges we have desp re8ponsibilities, and we
roalise thet 41f God ha® Seught us many things which others do not
gee, we ought to live more c¢losely to Him manifestly than those who
have not these privileges. To vhom men commit much, of him will
they ask the more. %The Lord will act in like manner.

I put dowmn on my notes "A tender appeal to eny OTHERS
present". If unsaved, oh how deeply impertant 18 this stuvdy of
history, which reminds us of man’'s failure, but it does nct say
snything about God's feilure, for He has never failed, and His
galvation i8 28 FRER in the 20th sentury es in the first, eana
though there is ruin in corporate testimony, there iz 8611l the
one Gospel of the grace of God and salvation by the preatous
blood of Christ. And onee mere to sny present who are in Christ
Jesus, 1 would make an egually fully esrnest, btender appsesal to
caryry cut His will at 211 costs. One of the greatest ruins of
to-day, or helps to the failure, 18 this, - there are thousands
of bellevers who 3se that msny things sre wrong in ssotarian

Christendom, yat they stay with ths hope of improving them. But

Lot's meat in tha gsute is in the wrong position. Let us come

forth to Christ outside the Samp. It means bearing His reproach.
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43 8con as a movemeat becomes vast, with many ramifications, the
tendenoy is that the movement should lose something of reproach.
Beloved friends, to those who are gathered by grace in fellowship
with the Lord's people here menifestly, and to any who are pondering
the plain path in days of ruin, the words may sound forth "Bearing
die Repreczoh”. If sny desire st any time to be gathered with us
in worshippiag Him, we cannot offer them prestige, we caunot offer
them great things, we can offer them the reproach of Christ, to be
thought peculiar, to be thought fanaticsl, to be thought med, -
the reproasch of Ohrist, to give up "opportunities”, to give up
"friendships" for the greater friendship of the Lord, - little
realised by any of us a8 it should bs reglised in the Holy Spirit,
but & choice privilege whioh we want more and more. Oh that it
mey be ours to count on the Lord for everything, and to live, in

& ruined world, DEVOIED UNN HIK}
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