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2 Kings 5 resd,
8 on my mind, heioved friends, that we should ponder together

some sed reminders in Seripture, sad raminders of fellure, You will
follow what I mean if I refer yau to the first verse of the chapler just
read, FKaamsn is sesn as a great m&n, honoradle, & mighty men of valor,
Put he is a lepar, and that comes et the end of the verse and seems to
oast a cloud over the whols, Now is it no% true that with respect to

the varied things of sarth we have this sad cloud over everything? The
earth brings forth plentifully, precious is the growth of the field, BUT
there ere the thorns, We realize the glory of the sun, as it shines
brilliantly and seems to invigorate, BUT there is the SCORCHING of the
sun, We look at the moon with 1ts beauteous whiteness, plotorial of the
righteousness of God's people, BUT there are DULL marks upon it, There
are no dull marks on the rightsousness of God which is given us, THAT is
@ perfect righteousness, Ve look upon the snimsl creation, There are
encouragsements still %o be seen with respect to this, I notised &n anie
pal today, and es I saw its obediense I thought how CGod aprointed that
the animals were ALL to be obedient to men, The dog seemed to take 1t
for granted that menkird was on a higher level than 1tself, and to act
with a Qutiful submission, BUT we think of the wild animals, which, ine
stead of being ruled hy man destroy men, We find a "bhut" everywhere, The
earth is full of "but's", We go a little further, Wﬁere &re some wondrous
characters in Soripture., Bibls history is a precious study, I wonder
how much we really ¥now of Bible history. Have you ever tried %o glve a
rarrative from Seripture, in your own words, very simply and very piletori-
&lly, yet very exactly, to a 1ittle ¢hild, end as you have besn going
along, if you have besn giving full details, you check yourself, you fe2l
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when you get to the "small® pointsm not quite sure what Jeripture
does say", and you hesitate, It would be well for us to know more of
Bivle facts, May I, in this conneetion, mention how the sugrestion 1s
being cerried out that we should aeék by the grace of God to increase
our ¥nowledge of one set of Bihle facots each week? On the perallel pspers
this week you have the l1ist of the months in Seripture and their right
orddr, Bellevers shouid understand when the Holy Spirit refers to the
month "Sivan" or the month "Ethenim" what TDME of the year is brought
hefore us, and thus there will not be simply a wondering "What is thist"
We shall at once know, and say, Oh that is the seventh month, when Israel
had their day of atonement, &bout our September or October as it 1is called,
and so forth, DBidle facts are very precious, but in the narratives of
the desr gervants of God which we read in Seripture, God records the
"yut's", Abraham showed a beautiful character, BUT do you remember the
solemn words that he went out from Haran when his father was dead? The
Lord had sald to him, "Get thee out of thy kindred, and from thy FATHER'S
houss”, Abraham did believe, Abraha:m dil obey, BUT he stayed in Haran
half way, and then physieal death came along, and Abraham was caused to
go forwerd after thet., It is marvellous how the Lord makes orises in
our lives, A death may be made & blessing, but I long that we may never
hold back from obedience and thus need to have physical trouble, it may
be even desth, to others, to send us forward, Abraham was spurred on by
the death of his father, just as Enoch was spurred on by the birth of his
son, God uses everything to spesk to His people, The character of such
a men as Moses is deeply encouraging, BUT Moses said, "Hear row ye rebels,”
and smote the rock when God told him to spesk, although Moses was meek
above all men on the face of the earth, Now why does the Holy Spirit
record the failure of Moses? Kot that we may excuse our hasty words,

Yut that we may be humbled to see the failure and avoid it, These bYeaocons
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sre glven to keep us away from gelf-confidence, and eway from the sins
which are thus pointed out, Soripture is very precious, but we need to
use 1t rightly, We resd in 1 Timothy that the law is good if & man use
1%t lawfully, There are meny things in the world which are right in their
right place, but dangerous cut of their right plsce, & knife 1s very ime
portant in daily life, tut it 1s harmful 1f used in the wrong way; a fire
is desirable for cooking our foed, - bring it out from the grate ard let
1% be spread sll over the room, and we shall have the house burnt down,
The right thing but in the wrong plsce, It is therefors very important
1o know how to use the seripture, What has God brought before us there
as an EXAMPLE? What has God brought bdefore us there as a WARNINGY Surely
the Bible 1s a book that can only be rightly handled by God's PEOPLE, It
15 in the true sense of the word a "FAMILY Bibdble", It belongs to the
family of God, I do not mean thst the Bible contains nothing with respeet
$o0 the unsaved., Many of the witnesses that were given to the unsaved by
the prophets are recorded in the Bihle thst we may pass them on vo the
unssved even todey, and the Jospel of John was apecially written that men
pight believe that Jesus is the Christ the Son of God, and that believing
they might have life in His Neme, It is & very preclous Gospel ¥ract,

Ah, Yeloved friends, if we look at «ll the historles aright, we
shall look at them as foils to set forth more fully the preciousness of
Chrigt, Who never falled, and we ghall be humbled to think how we have
failed with greater privileges than old time servents of God had, We he-
hold & man like Job, Job was a man of consummete pstience, BUT Job failed
when he resched the climax of testing, Satan was permitted to do enything,
provided the life of Job was spared. God does not suffer US to be tempted
in the same way., Job was a man of consideradly more spiritusl power ihan
many others, The greater the gpiritual strength the greater my be the

gtrain, God does not give the burdens or permit the burdens to the
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youngest believer, 'tis as we grow we may expeat heavier diffie_ 1tica,
But He giveth more grace. Jobd falters, he is brought to repentence, dbut
he acknowlsdges he has not spoken the things that are right, As to the
Lord Jesus we read that the devil finished every temptation, and departed
from HEim, The devil acknowledged himself as defeated, for he finished
EVIRY temptation, and thern went gway, Christ stood firm wnd on a sesond
occasion He sald, "The prince of this world cometh end hsth NOTHILG in
¥e", RNothing in Christ that would sgree with Sstan, nothing in Christ
in fellowship with the devil, The flesh cgreces with the devil, but the
Lord Jesus Christ had no sinful flesh, He was in the LIKENESS of sinful
flesh, tut His flesh was pictured as the beautiful veil gy of the temple,
and we read that far from needing atonement, Fe made atonement in the body
of His flesh, So wondrous was that perfect Saviour, 4h, beloved friends,
here we have an encouragement when we look to Him we look to Him as our
Saviour, we look to Him as our Lord, we look to Him as our Example; Christ
never disappoints those who look %o Him, We look st Him in His earthly
life, and we see perfection, we look to Him in the glory and we see per-
fection, We look at whet He went through and we mee Ho never hesitated,
w8 look at what He is doing now and we see He never interrupts His cone
tinusl intercession for His bdlood-bought people, Christ is the Resting
PlLace, and Christ is the Joy of His redeenmed,

Are there any "but's" in owr lives? It is difficult to speak upon
this subject, I have thought of it, You will enter into my difficulty.
Suppose I desoride a character, and sey, "BUT there is this, or there is
that", The mind may be taken off the precious teaching of Seripture dbe-
cause the person may think, "The speaker 1is desorihing me, the address
is too personal®, and yet ye want the addresses to be personal, We want
truth to cowe to us with power, "Take us the foxes, the little foxes

that spoll the vine", 1s in the Song of Songs, "For our vines heve tendor
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grapes", Only little interruptions, the grapes cammot grow, they are
eaten and destroyed. "Dead flies cause the ointment of the apothecary
to send forth a stinking savour, so doth a little folly him that is in
reputation for much wisdom", "Flles of death"™ says the margin, "Precious
ointment" so fragrant., Flies of death taint it, Oh, beloved friends,
let us realize that our 1ife hes not only sn additlon of actions, dut
sultiplication, or shall I say, & compound character, It is not simply
the believer has twenty things that ere encouraging, and three things
that ars discourasging, Those three things that are dissouraging sntwine
themselves round the others, and the compound is spoilad, through the
three things; even as the fruitful garden is largely hindered through the
weeds, and one feels dicgppointed &s one looks upon it, The weeds allowed
to grow up spoll the ettractiveness of the whole, Oh how often our spirite
val scetivities are marred hecause of the flies of deeth, There i1s some
LITTLE thing which comes in and like the parasite plant seems to sap the
strength of the mighty tree, 1t entwines 1tself round the trunk snd hin.
ders, and the whole lacks thet spirituality that should mark every bdeliever
in everythirg, I went to spesk to myself ss well as to you, In the
messages the Lord Jesus sent in Rev, 2 and 3, He gave words of encourage-
ment, dbut He said, "NRVFRTHELESS I heve somewhat against thee", What has
the Iord against us? There is a "somewhat®, Vhere are our defects? Do
we now them? Are we scaquainted with the grey hairst? or like Ephraim
ars we ignorant of these grey hairs of spiritusl failure? Do we realize
where we falter? Are we conscious of our shortcomings? Oh, beloved frie
ende, is there a "somewhat" in your 1ife and mine? & somewhat which hinders
spiritual power? It may be a little thing dut 1t may mar the beauty of
the whole life, It may affect the communion with God, It may hinder
our witness to others, for others may look on our life and pick on that

"somewhat", and then refuse to be affected dy the OTHER part of the 1life,
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They may he occupied with the "somewhat" of the defect, and so any in-
fluence we have for good may be negatived or removed in large measure
hecause of the "somewhat" whioch comes in the way, You kxnow what I mean,
There may be real enthusiasm for the Lord, there may be & real wish to
please Him, an unselfishness In many respects and yet perhaps an unguarded
tongus, or there may be a kaowledge of God's truth, and a desire to walk
in the way of His truth, a giving of many things which grieve His Holy
Spirit, and a pressing onward toward the ma¥k for the prize of the high
calling, and yet there may be a "somewhat" in a suhtle inmer pride which
has a measure of confidence in the flesh, There may be & wish to do God's
will, there may be a Aelight in the gathering of s«ints, there may be a
real earnestness in spesking to the Lord in prayer, and yet there may bde
something to which one elings, unwilling to give up for the Lord and that
"somewhat" may paralyse the power of the life, It may be a little thing
before men, 1t may he a hahit which has grown upon one, aimost uncona
sclously, and which 1s atill growing, and twining its ropes and holding
back from the full manifestation of that spiritusl power which God has
S0 graciously provided for His people, There may he a reesl acquaintance
with mueh ¢f the purpose of God, and yet a messure of lack of purpose of
heart to aoct in sccord with the purpose of God, A "somewhat" which eats
up the grapes, the tender grapes, and so there is less frultfulnees; a
"somewhat" whioh seema to mer the hsrmony of the picture of a godly life;
a "gomewhat" which stends in the way of witness, whieh the world ean see,
The Holy Spirit through Peul said that the believers who had usefulness
in the asgsemdly were to be those who .were &bove reproach, implying thet
the world will wish to pick holes in a character, that the world will
defend itself by attacking the Lord's people, that the world ean toueh,
though 1t be only a selfishness in some FEW things, or a hastiness of

temper, or an Irregulsrity, or an unreliability, so that there is not
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a striet and spirituslly forceful determination to go forward in the things
of God, all these things the world cen point out. 4n unssved one cannot
produce a godly charscter, but &n unsaved one can see the defects in a
£0dly charecter, The world can oft-times perceive when the bdelisver hime
self is somewhat unconseious, but ore of the preelous aceompaniments of
an asseubly is to waéh one another's feet, and to point out these errors,
snd to seek to deal with them, and to have brotherly love in hoth giving
recelving reproofs, You mayf'be sure of this that if there ig any petue
lance, or if there is any resentment when there is loving reproof, there
ia & usual need for more reproof, An assembly should be marked by godlie
ness that 1s in such a dsgree children of God delight not to point out
one another's errors as an amusement, or an effort of pride, dbut with a
concern for one another's tlessing, Members of one family take an ine
terest in the physiocel needs of one another, Hembers of a spiritusl family
should take &n interest in the spiritual needs of one another, They
ghould bde concerned for God's glory in the spiritual progress of one
another, and that these defecis may be removed, The path of the just 1s
as & shining light which shineth more and more unto the perfect day,
They go from strongth to strength, every ome of them in Zion esppeareth
vefore God, The cherscter of a believer should be marked by progress,
Ch, beloved friends, the hesrt knoweth its own bitterness, the heart kmowéth
more of the plague which is there thsn others know, or should do, and if
we see in ourselves anything which is a hindrence to ourselves, & hindrance
to others, let us be concerned about this "somewhat", snd if we do not
see 1t, juss pray that God msy show it to us, even the beam in our own
eye, that we may first remove this, and then see clearly to deal with
othsrs, thet there msy be an all-round consisteney of Christisn character’

a growing up unto Christ in ALL things, Ons word can spread discord, one

Rook oan hinder unity, sn omission of enthusissmu can weaken the enthusiasm
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of another, speaking when one ought to be silent can spoil the testimony
of Truth, silence when one ought to speak with a hesrt overflowing may
hinder the zeal of others for God's glory., ILittle "somewhats" not only
nar the individusl character, but mer the fellowship of a gathering, and
mar the power of & witness, and mar the effect upon others whom the Lord
wowld graclously draw out from Christendom's snares to Christ with Vhom
there are no sneres, Oh that we might seek, by grede, to exhort ore an-
ther dally while it 1s called todey, lest any he hardened through the de-
ceitfulness of sin, Let 1t rather be that we are softened throuch the
truthfulness of God's word, that His instructions are horne in upon us,
in the power of the Holy Spirit, and that we are concerned to come to
the lever with the undiminished water, that we mey wash therefrom again
and sgain, and thus “e able to worship, for unwashed worshippers were
not sllowed smong Israel's priests, There wss not only the weshing of
the herds snd feet AFTERWARDS, but before, and so we should seek to be
first reproved by the Truth, for All Scripture 1s profitable for reproof,
It 1s sharper than any two edged sword, and we need to receive with meek-

ness the engrafted word, Such expressions imply that there 1s & "somewhat"
in our charseter which the Lord has against us, and whieh Fe wounld remove,
that we may dbring more glory to Him in our lives, that omr speech may he
alway with grsace seasoned with salt, that we mey follow on to know the Lotd,
thet we may adorn the doctrine of CQod in all things, that we may in ALL

our ways acknowledge Him, that there may be this completeness of godly
character in the power of the Holy Spirit, Not that we shall then hoast of
@ perfection, for 1f we walk in the light the blood of Jesus Christ cleasns-
ETH, The cleansing 18 still needed, We never get teyond this in the prea
sent 1ife, but it is & merey if vwe live in the conscious experience thereof,
8o that we realize the swift ecleansing, for if there be not the enjoyment
of this cleansing there csnnot be the enjoyment of the Ifullest fellowship,
If we walk in the light we have fellowship, AND the hlood cleenses, The

two blessings are one, The thought wss on my mind, and I have passed 1t

on to you, I want that we should 8]l seek to sée wherein we ars coming
short, and that henceforth in the powsr of our gracious God we may ssek
for the removal of those sins which hinder our testimony, that we may

bave gusrded words, godly thoughts, enthusiastic activity, holding dack
from things which grieve the Lord, pressing forward in things which please
the Lord, that we may live at ull times to the pralse of the glory of

His grace, as becometh these who sre hrought out of derkmess iato His
marvellous light,
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