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T.T RESURRECTION OF OUR BELOVED LORD
Qutline:
1, The wondrous fact and our relation to it,
Is He our Lord?

2. Types of the resurrection,
3. Lessons as to the Day ond Time. Note on our

_ . pogition with regard to the sabhath.
4, The nenifeptations of Christ to witnesses chosen

5. The forty days. befo:e.

Our subject, beloved friends, this evening, is the Re-
surrection of the Lord Jesus Christ, Ue thank God fo? the wondrous
FACT of the resurrection, It has ever been oppoged, but it has been
fully end fintlly demonstrated, The Scripture stands, I mean by
tfinally! that all cavillers are truly silenced for God's own state-
ments have a wondrous power, but it shall be finally demonstrated
in 2 nother way when this Same Jesus shall so come in like manner
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ag He went into heaven, and vhen the ungodly world shall SEE

the fact of the resurrection of our beloved Lord. It IS &
wondrous fact that He wes the Living One iho became dead and
then was raised up, Raised up becouse of opr justification. He
Who was laid in the grave, and Vho rested that solemn sabbath,
was raised up on the FIRST day of the wee's, the Introducer of a
fresh dispensation, as wll as the Completer of the 0ld Covenant
Thawndrous FACT is indirectly testified by those who have
opposed it, We find how the soldiers vere persuaded by the Phar-
isees and priests to tell o lying tcle and thereby, uttering
thatihich was moanifestly 1mproL cble, they became indirect wit-
nesges to the FACT of that which the: had not seen and which
they withheld from their eyes, %nough nonifested before their
experience, But the question ie, kot is our relationship to
this resurrection? Does it mean to ue slmply that the Lord
Jesus come out of the grave, or does it memi to us that He, as
OUR Lord, was raised up? I have just sald He was raised becnuse
of our justification, is it so? If we are in Christ Jesus, then
there is no dnubt chout this, ond “le"sed indeed is the experience
of a vital wnion with the Lord of gloxy Eimself, If we ade those
who have felt cv: eins, and seen our Scviour, thenwe know that
our Blessed Iord was roised agein os our Heed, o8 our Nepresenta-
tive, to preve that the gotes of Hodes should not now retain

at all, ox even rrosp, any of His people. To prove that all the
redecred Bhall be glorified ond te in-His likeness, Adam, the
firatv, T-31 tne likeness of God. The Last Adam cauises us to be
in HIS gloy, ond THAT is the likeness of God, e shell be
like Him, the One “ho is the Firstborn among many brethren, and
ot the rame time the Shining Forth of the glory of the Father.
The reaurrection is thus a declarction of our eternal future,

a manifestation of our security, beccuse if Christ hes been
raised there is no doubt as to salvation. We are not dealing with
myths and 'maybe!s! but with fects and certainties., Now HAS
Christ been »i'zed from the dead, ond become the Firstfruits of
them that slept, Then our brethren end sisters who have fallen
asleep in Christ will NOT perish, Christ has been raised, "If
we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so they which
sleep through Jesus will God bring with Him", Therefore, not
only do we see in the Resurrection of the Lord Jesus a demon-
ptration of our eternal salvation, but also e demonstration of
8 bedily resurrection, for all the recéemed of God. A bodily
resurrection in glory, 28 ], Cor, 15 declares, for all the re~
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deemed of God from the time of Abel up till in the future the last
child of God who experiences death as an enemy shall be raised up.
Ve kilow very well that this means to believers something more than
& mere dogma. Ve heve those whom we have loved in the Lord who
heve fallen asleep! and it means to us more then mere dogma con -
cerning OURSTLVES. We heve continual reminders that our bodies
‘are bodies of humiliation. We are not anxious to live forever in

the flesh, ns the flesh is constitubed at the present time, Ve do
not wish to go on in this world of sin to unending ages; we desire
to be freed from the presence of sin, and to be freed from the
painful accompeniments of sin, The resurreotion of our Lord Jesus
i1s the pledge of BOTH, It is the evidence that He has borne once
oand for evexr the sing of all His elect, bearing them completely,
go that they shall nevermore rise against any who are accepted in
the 3eloved, coverdd - with an everlesting righteousness, they sholl
never be drowvned in the depths of the sea of wrath, The resurrec-
tion of the Loxd Jesus proves that God accepted Him for us, entir-
ely, perfectly and completely, and that nothing con frustrate the
purpose of eternel 1life, Oh, but is He cur Lord in ANOTHER sense?
"God hath mode This Same Jesus Vhom ye crucified both ICRD and
Christ", Lord in resurrection,"He died ond rose end revived that
He might be LORD", for the resurrection is the death-knell of
fleshly indulgence, It tells us "If anyone is in Christ, there ie
o new creation' ~ that there is not simply a patching up of the
flesh, or on improving of the flesh, but a NEW creation, If Christ
has besn raised for us then we cannot be put straight on the lines
of the old covenant, We are new creatures in Christ Jesus, Then the
flesh is judged, nnd, having heen crucified, it is to be mortified,
Ve are Yo live in resurrection-ground, cnd therein is the power

to please God, by the application of the Holy Spirit, Who is the
earnest of the inheritance., Therein we have the power of His re-
surrection to deal with the voried and almost innumerable com-
plications which meet children of God in their daily pathway
through this ruined world, The resurrection brings before us
Christ ce our Lord, our Sovereign Lord, to Vhom we are to yield,
gledly, cheerfully, and continually, @ full end unmixed obedience.
He has been raised, raised manifeetly as the Saviour of sinners,
roiged monifestly as the Loxd of saints.

/e pess next to consider types of resurrection, Nature
not ouly cortoine many cemeteries, but it contains pictures of
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resurrection, While the eoarth rexnineth, summer end winter will
not cease, and while summer and winter do not cease we have pict-
ures of resurrection, The plants that outwerdly die in gutumn
often rise ogain in the spring., Treee that look dead and barren
begin to sprout with a new life that comee up from them. Here
is a faint type of resurrection., Still more definitely hes

God the Holy Spirit associated the corn of wheat with resurrec-
tion, It is sown, ond sown in dishonour; that:which we sow is
bare grain, there is no great beauty cbout it., The bare grain
dies. We do not see THAT sprout above the ground, but out from
that bare grain there springs forth something to vhich God gives
a body as it hath pleased Him; o2d everytime we eat bread we
have & picture of resurrection, even as vhen we eat neat we have
a reminder of atonement, Our mecl table is full of sermons, and
our every day lLife is simply an assexblage of parables. Beloved
friends, we do need to have grace from God to see His. teaching
in all circumstances, end in all things of daily life, for the
God of nature is the God of Scripture, end He has MADE neture
$o instruct us concerning thet which s beyond nature, But there
are many more types of resurrection. Jle especially think of
those, secondly which are Levitical, In Passover there was &
sheaf of com waved before the Lord and waved the day after the
Sabbeth in Passover week, ~ the very day on which cur exalted
Seviour was raised from the dead, Here we have Himself pictured
before us as raised from the dead, lforeover we think of the de-
liveredleper in Lev, 14, For his cleensing he brought two birds
alive end clean, and one wag glain, end the other dipped in the
blood of his fellow, and THEN caused to go free in the open
field, The bird that died was clezn, the bird that lived was
clean, yet it lived not in freedom till it wes dipped in the
blood of its fellow, The two birds together picture Christ,
delivered because of our offences, and reised egain because of
our justification. Thirdly we have a wondrous personal type

of resurrection in the case of Isaac, His father binds him fo
that altar counting upon God Who is able to raise him from the
dead, The cords are there, the knife is raised, the hand up-
lifted is about to strike down upon thet prograte form, but
God, Who is never too late, times & repeated word which reaches
Abraham's ears:- "Abraham, Abrehem", e looks and beholds &
ram caught in the thicket by .its howms, and THAT is offered as
& burrt offering in the steed of his son, The gon is lifted up
from tne altar, raised from the dead in figure, es the Holy
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Spirii elsehere describes it, Christ wes raised as Isaac, yet
died a8 the ram, Two types are often needed to show forth the

perfectness of His work,

~ dext we can consider "Lessons as to the dey and time,
and maie a note on our position with regard to the sabbath". The
day ~ I suppose no child of God present has any difficulty as to
this: - the first day of the week, In every one of the four gos~
pels we have HO first day of the week till Christ died end rose
agein, and then in EVERY Gospel we have the first day of the week,
1t is guvely quite clear to every believer who is unprejudiced
that not only did the type point cut this day and this day only,
but that the fulfilment of the type is emphaesized in all four
Gospels os being on thig day, We cannot get away from it, I do not
propose therefore to deal with regord to the Scbbath, The present
dispensction began with the first day of the week, The Sabbath
before is expressly passed over, The last Sabbath that was 'rightly!
npegted was before Christ's resurrection(Luke 23,56), There is no
evidence of o sabbath being rightly kept cfterwards, Indezd we cre
fDrDlddeﬂé$0 kecp sabbaths, in essociated with the fulfilment of
a covenont works, "Six daye ghelt thou lobour ond do all thy work,
The peventh is the Sebhath of the Lord thy Ged", Or, if we look
back g8till further, the Sabbath has a crention relutionship. It is
not in coniection with the NEW creation in heavenly places, Do
not misunderstend me, I believe that witn God resumes dealings
with on earthly people and when He sets up a kingdom upon earth,
Sabhath will be rightly kept agein, because Sobbath belengs to cn
earthly people, for they are necessarily dealt with in & different
way to those who are viewed in heavenly places in Christ Jesus,
The Sabtath we know is associated with certain positions, "Thou
shalt do no work, thou, nor the stranger that is within thy GATESY,
We have no "gutes" and we have no SABBATHS, We are on heavenly
ground, in heovenly places in Christ Jesus. The Sabbath is not
heavenly. There is no evidence of it being amsocinted with heaven,
God does not seem to have had what is called o Sabbuth 1111 He
ganctified a special day with regard to the earth, Lt is eorthly.
Earthly even when with respect to God, We axe not on earthly
people. Ve wyould sin’if we kept the Sepbath, the seventh day of the
week, she Lord'e Day, the firet day of the week, belongs. to us,
Now this is beyond the Sabbath,anda fresh beglnnlng os well, Beyond
the sav:ath, for we have all tne merits of the Lord Jesus in His
ohedinnce vnto death reckoned tv ug, but we are also on resurrec-
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tion ground in Him, There is something beyond the reckoning of
merits, The eigth day is after the seventh day, and, furthermore,
it is the first day of a fresh week, The Sabbath apeuks of labour
followed by rest, The first day spenks of rest followed by labour,
We do not work to salvation but from salvation, aning been united
with our beloved Lord we are enabled to perve Him, ond we bhave
six working deys from THAT basis. Ineln that we Bhould ‘complete
ourwork fron the standpoint of devotion to the Lord, but only
on the besigs of resurrection, Ko merits can be bo*sted. e shall
never find that our obedience secures our safvation, for THAT has
been secured. The first day of the weekx cuts at the root of all
legalism, cuts ot the root of oll pride, cuts at the root of all
Judais, cutz a% the root of ell blending of dispensations, We

are in hecvenly plnces in Christ Jesus. The Only Sabbih we hove
as children of God is the seventh thousand years vhen the Lord
Jesus comes on to the earth, mdposition in that day does depend
on our obedience. We labour to enter {hto that rest, There
rennins o Sabbath keeping for the people of God(Heb, 4.9), thet
is to say, o8 Sabbath keeping which is associcted with their
obedience, But our heavenly treccures in Christ Jesus are in-
dependent of our obedience, for ther depend on a grecterwork
than ours., Millennial reward is urdoubteuly conditional, but
galvation is unconditional, Tne Tirst day of the week speaks

of an unconditional selvation, not o ecrthly position at all,
but on eternal life, ¢ finished work, cnd o new begimning of true
activity FROM that finished work,

How we have to congider that which is & little more
difficult, What TIME of the dey wos Christ raised, and
what were the events on that doy? If we only had ONE Gospel we
should not apparantl}, have near so many difficulties. The
four Gospels seem to cause the difficulties. But difficulties
are always blessings in disguise. If we camnot fit things in,
we may be fairly sure that the mistake is that the persons who
are trying te do the fitting need the fitting in, The mistaeke
ig not in the things but in the persons, The Gospels are jott-
inga, If we had the complete story we might wnderstond more
fully, but God has told we just as much as it is well for us
to know, It is very difficult to confruct the order of events
on the first dey of the week, I do not know whether gou have
tried to draw up a list of the oxder of events to do:ith Mary
lagdalene and the other Mary,to do with Peter secing the Lord
and go forth, If you have triei I do not suawosce you Lavs felt
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Derfectly oatisfied with your efforts. But it is a mercy if we are
brought to be perfectly satisfied with the Scriptures, and to re~
gard ourselves as learflers, not teachers, /e do not go té our Tex?t
Book to criticize it, but to be instructed by it through the
grocious guidance of God the HolY Spirit., Will you :just keerp

all the four Gospels in your mind, and turn to them just as you
nay nezd., Iwill give briefly the narrative from the four Gospels,
Motvhew's Gospel in the 28th chopter mentions that Mory Magdalene
and the other Moxy came to see the sepulchre, There wes & great
earthquale, The angel of the Lord descends, The keepers are shok-
ing. The angel, the one ahgel here mentioned - cnswered ond said
unto $he vomen, thot is Mery logdolene ond the other women, Fear
not ye, I lmow that ye seek Jesus, He is not here, He is risen from
the dead. “heywere much surprised, they had fear and great joy, and
ran to bring the disciples word, ond s they ran, the Lord Himself
met them pnd gave them further instructions, to go and tell His
bretiren that He yos going into Galilee, and that they should see
Iim T7ER3, Shile theywere going, some of the watch come into the
city, ond showed the high priests what had happened, and & lie wos
conceived, to try and put aside the great miracle which had been
wrought, Then we are told how the eleven disciples went into
Galilee, "into a mountain which Jesus has appointed them"., They sow
Him, they worshipped, but SOHE "doubted", not some of the eleven,
pome others who were with them, evidently out of the five hundred
who sow Him, probably on this cccasion, for NON-IENTION IS NOT

A DLITAL thot others were present. If only we could be always
clear on THAT point it would solve many problems to do with the
regurreciion day:- silence is NOT deninl, silence is not contra-
diction, ~ it was then that the Lord Jesus said, "all authority
wos_given unto Me in heaven and in earth", nnd He gave the in-
gtruciions "Go and make disciples of all nationg", You will notice
this message was not only to the eleven disciples, but to others,
for there were some vho doubted, This is rather important in show-
ing that Matt, 28,18,19 is not merely a command to cpesatles, it
has & vider bedring,

- Now let us turn to Mark's Gospel, "The sabbath having
gone through", says chapter 16 - these words ere definite, - "Mary
liogdelene and Mory the mother of James(the other Mary) and Salome,
(the mother, evidently, of James and John), had BOUGHT(not brought)
sweet spices thet they might come and anoint -~ (thet is, evidently,
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Seturday night), and very ecrly on he morning, the firet day of
the week, they come unto the sepulchre & the rising of the sun",
This is clear. It was very early in the morning, The sun having
risen, as the word signifies, and then we are told that they
were concerned about rolling aey the stone, and they looked and
sevw the stone WAS rolled awey, it was very great, They entered
into the sepulchre end saw & young man sitting on the right side,
wvho gave them instructions as to going, and telling the disciples
and Peter, that He was going before them into G'nlilee, and they
went awoy quickly ~ they trembled and were afraid, and said,
nothing to anyone, Then, in the 9th verse, Scripture goes on,
"Now when Jesus was risen early the first day of the week", I
might mention the word 'firgt! here is distinct from the word in
verse 1, It is 'protee'(firsfo) , not 'mia!("one" literally),

It suggests that when they were coming it was to them simple
"mia sabboton" but from Christ's standpoint it was.the FIRST of
a new beghning, There is & blessed contrast between the two,

All thewords are forcible, I have been very much encouraged in
noticing thewords that are used for the sepulchre, It is called
the "mnemeicu" and the "mneeme". You know that, comes from the
word "remember", The sepulchre wos the remembering place, and
they hod the memorial, The Lord hod previously in another connec~
tion said "'yis do witha view to My memorial", THEY connected
the 'memorial! witha reminder of bare death, but the empty tomb
became the memorial of resurrection, He had given them a much
more preciouns memorial than they renlized, and He changed the
aspect of THEIR memorial, All thewords cre suggestive, 08 we
connect them, But turning back to lMark 16, I might mention in
pessing how unwise the theory is tant the Gaspel ends in verse 8
"For they were afraid". Some have tried to meke that the endof
the gospel, I cmsure we all feel itwould be out of harmony with
our Lord to let the Gospel finf:i: off with saying "They eaid
nothing, for they were afrcid". ‘e bless Him that the Scripture
goes on to tell "They went forth, the Lord working with them, and
confirming the Word with signs following'. It doee not finish off
werely with affrighted women, but with repentant and earnest men
of God,

To resume:~ The Lord Jesus having been raised early on
the first day of the week({the word "Jesus" being in italics to
cssociate it with that which has gone before, and to show this is
not ¢ fresh book, or even copendix), He anpeared first to lary
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Hogdalene, out of whom Ke had cast sevon demons, She went and told
them that hed been with Him, as they mourned and wept, and they did
not believe. Then He appeared to two others, They told it to the
residue, but they did not believe them, Afterwards He appeared to
the eleven, and upbrzided them with their unbelief and hardness of
heart, Plainly here is o difficulty, for John's Gospel tells us
that the Lord nppeared to ten apostles on the first day of the
week, ond Thomns was not with them, but that Thomas was there 2
week later., It is condensed here, just as in Motthew you have no
evidence of His appearing the evoning of the first day of the week
to the saints, but merely have a mention of a journey to Galilee.
Omigsion 18 not contradiction, that is a canon of interpretation,
Omigsion is not ignoronce, Matthew does not say he was ignorant

of these otier revelations, but he wes only pleased to pick out

the visit to Golilee of the GENTIIES, it was equally God's appoint-
ment that ilnrk should tell us specially of three or four revela-
tions on the first day, and the week afterwards,

Tuke's Gospel in the 23rd chepter, finishes with the
regting on the Sebbath doy according to the COMMANDMENT, The 24th
begins "O the first day of the week, very early in the morning',
Those who ceme early in the morning were afterwards choracterized
in verse 22 bya word from the same root as the term used here for
tyery ecrly", it implies thot they were rising upwith the sun(an
encouxrcgenent to earnestness today) bringing the spices which they
had prepared. They found the stone rolled awey, they entered in and
found not the body of the Lord Jesus, Theywere perplexed, cnd while
they were afraid, two men stood by them in shining garments. They
were instructed then that the words of the Lord Jesus had come
true, that He had been RAISED, They returned from the sepulchre,
told those things unto the eleven, and to ALL THE REST, Now we cre
$old who they were, in verse 10, nary Magdalene, and Jcanna, ond
OTHER women, who told these things tinto the apostles, and their
words seemed to them as idle toles. Then arose Peter and ran to the
sepulchre; and stooping down he beheld the linen clothes laid by
themselves, and departed, wondering in himself et that which was
come %o pasy, Then we tre told about the visit to the two, on the
journey to Dmmaus,

Now Matthew!s Gospel tells us that the Lord met the women
on the jourbey back, Luke's Gospel tells us nothing of 1t, Omission
ig 70T ocontradiction, In John's Gospel we read that which illustrat-



<07

eg Mark 16, John 20 - "The first doy of -the week cometh Mary
Magdalene early" and the Lord appears to lary Magdalene first,
But how do we account for this? She cometh when it wps dark,
There is no mention of others with her, She runs and comes %o
Simon Peter, ond the other disciples, but apparently the women
went on to the sepulchre before, Now if this were a human narra-
tive, I know what we would naturally think, They were so much
troubled they did not know the order in whlch the events happen-
ed, and they become confused. It is alweys eagy to ASSUME thet
tbere is o mistoke, the easiest thing possible. It is our wisdom,
recognizing our ignorance, and kowing this is not a humen norro-
tive, to redlize that whereos God is dringing before us that they
were very confused, the record of it is not confused, Let me re-
nind you hor that on the night inwhich our beloved Lord was betray-
ed, INUMBERLESS things went through, How much transpired in that
night! So is it here. How much traﬁspired on that day! You have
& mosaic of oll the different records, You cennot see the Divine
arrangement compbtel from one Gospel., If we moke up our minds
that a certain event only took place once, we sholl be apt to
introduce confusion when God shows it took place more than once,
We know that there were two similar 'sexaons', if I ghy so ferm
them, one on the mount and one on the plain, not to be twisted
into one,

We lnow that Christ cleared the temple three times, and
not simply once, although most have tried Yo make out that is was
twice and some but once, We know that this clearing was three
times over, In like manner we know thot there are certain passages
which seem.to imply that Peter denied his Lord more than three
times, ‘that there were more than three parts of the denial,
although three distinct onesspecially prophesied by the Lord Jesus,
So it is here. The different narratives give us parts of the
history of that eventful day. s far as we can draw ur o certdin
norrative-view, it sesms to have been something like this, The
women having prepared on the Saturdey night, as weshould call it,
started to go on the Lord's Doy moming on their journey thlther.
Remember the sepulchre was NOT far from the city. On their
journey thither we are told that Iary sees the stone taken awey
from the gepulchre, "We know not" 20,2, implies she was with
others, We are not told she reached tha sepulchrn firgt, She
sees the stone taken awa y frem the sepulchre, Ch, 20,1, It was
dark, There is no lengthy twilight in Pnlegtine, She runs
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avay to vhere Peter is, and to theother disciple whom Jesus loved,
While she is rumiing away, the others, somevhat alarmed and con-
cerngd, seocnm to have gone on their journey. Mary quickly returns,
and then it seems that on coming up to the sepulchre an angel is
geen, Afterwvards other angels are seen, Afterwards other engels are
geeh, Is this surpriging? By no means, Ve find various angels TO-
GETHER in Luke 2. tp do with the birth of the Lord Jesus, is it
gtrange thatthere should be angels together? It is not at all
surprising that we find again and again various angels coming up
before us, with regard to the resurrection of the Loxd Jesus, Ve
have no need to make it out that the cne appeoring of one ond the
other appearing of two should have been excctly at the same time,
They mcy have been a 1ittle time distinet. The disciples(using

the word in its wider and preciaus fulness) were keeping o coming
and going, between the sepilchre and their houses, They were quite
disturbed that Lord's Day morning, Should not we have been, if we
had lived then? Would our faith have beein ptronger? Everything
prevented them from having settled minds, they were thinking of
those wondrous events that had hoppened, those strange things, ond
now everything was mysterious, Is it surprising then dear friends,
that re find them going and coming, going and coming, end that

the angele are seen on different occasions, within the early hours
of that Lord's Doy morning? It was not that they had to go o
journey of 20 miles, there wos only a short journey in between vhere
they were residing and the tomb where our beloved Lord had been
buried, ‘e kmow how necr to the city thot tomb wos. We can under-
gtand therefore how thet in o very few minutes they could have
visited the tomb, and within an hour or two could have visited it
again and ogain, It would therefcre seem that the angels were seen,
and the women comaissioned by the angels to go on their journey to
speak to the apostles, Vhile they were going on their journey,
onotier gospel tells us, ncmey, John's gospel, that Peter and John
journeyed toward the sepulchre, The women were going away, having
geen 8 vision of angels, 2nd Peter and John, having been instruct-
ed by lary, come to the sepulchre, John's gospel implies that Mory
had gone back just before them,end I think that is fairly clear
that Mary having run to give them word, went back quickly, and
joined the women ogain and then journeyed away with the other women,
But then having journeyed partly away with the other women, seems
concerned, seemed to have returned ogain, Mary seems to have been
the most cnthusiastic of ell keeping on journeying beckwards and
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ferwards, Everything was mysterious to her, And when phe returred
(Peter and John having hurried quickly home), the Lord revealed
Himself to her. After that she apparently journeyed on to the
other women, hurried up and caught them. We ¥now that she RAW
first, Is it strange thot we believe she RAY three or four times?
evidently she vas most energetic. So she ren after the other
women and was ready Yo receive the fresh revelution of the Lord
that we are told was given then in Matt, 28, She had joined them
by that fime, just about that time, it may be. Then we find that
these go on and give the instruction that the Lord hos given for
the cpostles,. but -there was such unwillingness to believe, “"OHM
you say, "How wos this? Had not Peter and John gone to the sep-
ulchre"? "And are we not told, that -other disciplepwhich ceme
first to the sepulchre went in and scw and belived?" Yes, but the
others did not see and did not believe, Indeed, Peter when he
followed and v.2nt in to the sepulchre is not'said to have believed.
They were ultogether dazed and ignorant, Peter apparently journeyed
again to the sepulchre, es well tg in that joumey of John 20,
ard sowe are told in comnectiar with this that the Lord Who had
risen oppecred to Peter, appeared to Simon(Luke 24,34), In other
words, one Gospel tells us PART of what hod happened on the day,
and another Gospel enother part. There were SO MANY jowrneys to
the tomb, which was 'natural', ond some who started on one jour-
ney ran owoy and joined again in a party of concerned ones who
were on the journey, It wag @ very natural things to act thus
when the tomb was so near, I dare say thatwe could write en ¢
account of our work in East London, in Jewish testimony, in which
there would appear to be many contradictions, People would say,
"Why here does one vho writes the cccount sey he was present, when
he equally shows he was away froa the others"? We keep on meet-
ing one enother, and then going forth in different wayg, So it
wag on this occasion: Why should we ASSUME that there are controe
dictions? No, the Scripture is perfectly clear that they were
very concerned, and kept on rumaing about trying to find out, and
Q11 because they did not XNOW the Scriptures, that He should be
reised from the dead.

Ag to the time of day, I might just point out that Mark,
Iuke and John are clear that it wee the first day of the week,
very EARLY, when the Lord wae raised, about the time of the rising
of the sun, or before, The only difficulty is Matthew's Gospel,
where it says, "The end of the Soblath, as it began to dawn toward
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the first doy of the weak came liary Mogdalene'. There are severcl
thoughts thot suggest themselves. I mentioned last time that it
was possible to take the words "The end of the Sabbath" at the

end of the 22nd chapter, "So they went and made the sepulchre sure,
sealing the stone pnd setting a watch, but it wae the end of the
Sabbath", as if to suggest how they were breaking their owm idea
of the Sabvath, to remove the Lord Jesus from any position of
glory before the nation, We know how lMatthew has already spoken
of the Sabbath to show this in 27,62, It was NO Sabbath to the
chief pricsts cnd the Pharisees, therefore he calls it "the next
day that followed the day ofthe preparation”, The whole of the
paragraph in Matt, 27 is to show how irreligious these boasting
religionig®0: were, but if we rether take the beginning of the
chapter 28 in cnother way, what is signified by "the end of the
Sabbath a9 it hegon to dawn towards the first day of the week"?
May I reiind you that the word for !'sabbath! and the word for
tweek' are clike, and thet we may therefore see in this strange
wording ~ quite as strange as 27.62, ~ another illustration of the
change of digpensations? We know very well that there wis ¢ cer-
tain period which camnot be counted with either week, Ve saw that
lost time, I8 it therefore surprising that the Holy Spirit should
detail the rising of the Lord Jesus Christ on the Lord's Doy morn-
ing, with an expression which is striking, ond out of the ordinary?
"The end of the Sabbath as it began to dawn towsrds the first day
of the weel"? As it began to dawn, - then we gphould naturally ety
At mugt have been the Loxd's Day morning, It would not have been
the end of the Scbbath, "The end of the Sabbath" - then at first
gight it could not have been the beginning to dawn., It is undoubi-
edly a Divine expression probably intended to bring before us 4
ohange of dispensation, The change of counting of time is deeply
important,

I have already spoken of the manifestations of Christ,
the resumrection morning, of itg,two witnesses chosen before, I
would just remind you again that 1 Cor. 15 we are told of those who
were particularly the witnesses, and hence, only Christian BRETHREN
are there nentioned, May I remind you further that the typical
suggestiveness of the appearance to TEN on the first day at even,
and .to ELEVEN on the second first day? Ten is often the number of
the saints in the present dispensation, eleven suggests Israel
blessed sg'ell, ~ the curtain in the tabernacle indicating this,
Ten, to do with the tabernacle; eleven, to do with the tent,
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The forty days need not detoin us long. Our beloved Lord
was seen of the disciples during o period of 40 days, in various
forms, ond ot various times, but always specking to them of the
things concerning the KINGDOM of God, Oh, that our CONVERSATION
might be in like manner! We think of the forty days in which
He vas tested. We think of the contrasted forty days under Mount
Sinai. And then we notice these forty days - & wondrous prepara-
tion with a view to the present dispensation. They were left just
ten days afterwards, days full of waiting quietly and patiently,
and then when the Day of Pentecost wos fully come there was poured
forth the power of the Holy Spirit, as a further manifestation
that Jesus, our beloved Lord, was GLORIFIED, Everyt™ing was
Divinely appointed to fit in with the types of the Levitical law,
There is no "rush" with God., There are no after~-thoughts, there
is no confusion. Oh that our hearts might praise Him fox the per-
fect arrangement! and though in the record of. events on. tha re-
surrection morning we see man's confusion, it only sets forth in
greater relief that there was no confusion and no disorder with
cur God!
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