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NO. 97. ™E PURPOSE OF GOD

OPPOSED TO

A "DIVINE PLAN OF T™E AGES"™ - Palsely So-Called.

'Address by Mr. P. W Heward,
East Ham, 31st Jan. 1917.

G0D has a purpose. Simple words, but oh how full their
meaning to any who have tasted thaf the Lord is gracious. 7Yes,
beloved friends, God has a purpose. He is not controlled by
circumstances, He is not overruled by arrangements. God has HIS
purpose, #nd God will work out His purpose, and the Sertpture has
been graciously given that His children, with anointed eyes, may
have an unveiling of His purpose, eand, seeing that which Ee has
set forth, may réjoice in His truth, and desire that others as
well may rejoice in the same.

I was interested to notice the various words which are
used in the Later Soriptures to indicate God's plan BEFOREhend.
Taere 1S no mere AFPER-thought with God. We read that He FORE-
knew, that He PREdestinated, or marked off beforshand. We are
reminded that the Seripture FOREseeing preached BEFORE the Gospel
mto Abrsham. Nor can we forget the very word "PROphecy” indicates
G0D SPEAKING BEFORE.

And vhat is the term "purpose"? It is a PLACING BEFORE.
A PLACING with a resl fixity, of that which God INTENDS to be

carried out, and it WILL be carried out, for all the power of men,

end the might of demons, yea, the strength of Saten himself,



cennot overturn one Word of God. Let God be true, but every man
& liar. Man's VIZW of God's purposs is small. Indeed ths NATURAL
men receiveth NOT? the things of the Spirit of God, for they are
foolishness Yo him, neither can he know them, because they are
spiritually discerned. But when God in mercy, grants a new
syesight, when He causes the fulfilment of the words in an
individual experisnce "You hath He quickened", then there ﬁs 8
perception of thgt Divine plan, and should be an INCREASING
perception, until in & day scon to dawn, there will be a
realization, es never beforse, of the depth of the riches both of
the wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable are His judg-
ments and His ways past finding out! No MAN hath knowa the mind of
the Lord. There hath not COME UP on the heart of man the things
which God hath made resdy, but God HA™ revealed much to His
people, and those who know His Name cen meet, not as those who
in a ruined world are without a guide and without a chart, but
meet as those who, in mercy, accept the Scriptures as God's
revelation, impressed upon their hearts by the Holy Spirit,

and have there His setiing forth of that which Ee will do.
Hence it is therafore to the Scriptures that wes shall look

this evening.

The opening words have a music and a powsr., - "In
the beginning God created the heavens and the earth". Simple,
yet grand, is that testimony. We are not given a bare treatise,
contrived in human wisdom, to prove the necessSary existence of

God, but we have brought befors us s display of a Persons] God

es Creator, a Personal God Who has almighty power, and Who,



with His infinite wisdom, in the beginning, creafsd the heaven%
and the earth. In this opening verse there is a wealth of
meening as to the very nature of God, for the noun for God is
plural, and the word "created" is singular, as if %o suggest to
us thers is that beyond human understanding and humen parallel,
in the very nature of God. Triune??get One God. We have the
seme testimony in Deut. 6. 4, "Heay,0 Israel, the Lord our God
(the word "@od" is plural) is One Lord (singular)". This verse,
misused by Israel, gets Porth the same instruction. A4and &s in
the very opening words of Scripture we have such fulness,
farther on, in the first chepter still, we soon read, God said,
Let US make man.

Again, if in Gen. 1. 1 we also see the unfolding of
God's work as to heaven and earth, in Gen. 1, 2 there is a
striking change. The heaven is unmentioned, but we read "The
earth BECAME without form and void", for the word "wes" is more
1iterslly, "became". "The earth BECAME without fofm and void,
and darkness was upon the face of the deep". H ere we have
FOUR words which suggest ruin. The word "void" is only twice
slsewhers used by God in the originel Scriptures. In both cases
it is with the word here rendered "without form". In Isa. 34. 11
we Yave the translation "emptiness"; in Jer. 4. 23 "void". In
both instances is it associsted with judgment. The word "darkness"”
moreover, impliss a similar thought. &nd the "deep" is ofttimes
related to judgment. Four words to suggest something has gone

wrong. dAccept the resl meaning of the word rendsred "was",

accept its true force &s "became", and ell 18 clear. God says
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in Isa. 45. 18 that He did NOT oreate the earth "without form".
The very term is there employed. Here is His Own testimony.
He did not create it so, therefore it must have BECOME so. But
God did not leave earth, It became so BEFORE man was created
upon it, therefore it must have been linked with another's sin,

There was no man to have committed the sin. Adam was"the first

man", there was no man befors. But vhen God in His wonderful
wisdom first established the earth we are distinetly told in
Job, that the morning stars sang together, and ALL the sons of
God shouted for joy. But the first chapter of the same book

of Job reminds us that when the sons of God came to present
themselves before God, Saten came amonz them, and Gen. 6 &lso
emphasizes the thought that among the angels who are thus
characterized, there WAS & fall; and thus we have an allusion
in Gen. 1, it would seem, to the sin of Satan, - and the warth
became without form and void. Is it a surprise, therefors, that
vhen man was oreated upon the earth, snd man was given the
sovereignty of earth, Saten at once sought to wreck the arrange-
ment? The earth had been brought to confusion before, throughf
Saten's sin, and Satan would lead man to sin. 4nd Saten
succeedad, but he reslised not the glory of a purpose beyond
his power to break. Ha knew not the fulness of God's wisdom.
The Lord Jesus Christ takes up the threads of history, and He
WILL yet bring the blessing to the sarth which has been
desolated through Saten, and desolated through man. God did

not leave earth in its sorrowful condition. "God said, Let there

be 1ight, and there was light". Just prior to this we see "ME
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SPIRIT OF GOD moved upon the face of the waters". Here is frue
history. We have ALSO & wondrous picture of vwhat tekes place
when & sinner is saved even now. We have the suthority of
Scripture as to this parallel, for in 2 Cor. 4 the apostle,
alluding to Gen. 1 says, "God Who commended the 1light to shine
out of darkness hath shined in our hearts to give the 1light of
the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ".
If you look to the context there, you will find a reference to
the work of Satan bringing about a darkness. "But God" (Eph. 2.4)
Who commanded the light to shine out of darkness on earth, causes
a 1light to shine in the ruined darkness of the sinner's heart.
God says "Let there be light", and thanks be unto Him there is
light. How grateful should all be who have experienced this
cauging of light in ™HEIR OWN hearts.

Heb. 11. 3 also refers to this wondrous passage in
Genesis. "By FAI™ we understand that the worlds were framed"
is the usual rendering; - more literally."the ages have been
fitted together". It is not the term for"worlds", but that
vhich would naturally be rendered "ages". "The ages were fitfed
together" by a SPOKEN Word of God, so that "things vhich are seen
have not come igto existence out of things vhich appear". 1In
other words there is no evolution. There was at first Divine
creation, and then, after ruin eame in, God spoke. ZEarth d4id
not set itself right. There was no evolution. The ages were
fitted together by a SPOKEN word of God. 4And what wes that

spoken word? "Let there be 1light". And thus the ages were

fitted together. The age of desolation in Gen. 1. 2, is



followed by the fresh age - God's appointment of earth for men,
sinoe in six days the Lord MADE hesven and earth. You will notice
how the word "created" is left out in Exod. 20. 10. "In the
beginning God created", then there comes the gap, and then we
approach after the age of darkness, the age vhen God, putting
earth straight, CREATED man, and gave man an appointment which
man So Soon broke. ‘us we hsave, beloved frisnds, part of the
suggestion from the Soripture that fthere are ages, and all
Seripture illustrates this, and God has a PURPOSE through the
eges which is sgain end agein brought before us in the Later
Seriptures. For example, in Eph. 1 we read, "Having made known
unto us the mystery of His will, acoording to His good pleasure
which He hath purposed in Himself; that, in the dispensation of
the FULNESS of times, He might gather together in one all things
in Christ"., Here is & dispensation which is YET FUNRE. In the
third chapter we read "To the intent that now unto the principal-
ities and powers might be known by the church the manifold wisdom
of God, according to the eternal purpose, ("the purpose of the
ages", more literally) vwhich He purposed in Christ Jesus our Lord".
This stress on the ages is illustrated earlier in the chapter,
for in verse 9 we read, "And to make all men sSee what is the
fellowship of the mystery which from the beginning of the world
hath been hid in God Who oreated all things by Jesus Christ”.
More literally it reads, "Tae fellowship (or the stewardship)

of the mystery which hath been hidden FROM THE AGES", and Col.

1. 26 reads "The mystery which hath been hid FROM THE AGES,

and from the generations". In accord with this, Rom. 16. 25
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in its ascription of praise, words it thus, "But o Him That is
of power to have established, according to my Gospel, and the
heralding of Jesus Christ, according to an unveiling of & mystery
having been silenced in times eternel", (including the thought of
"times linked with ages"),"but was now manifested, and through
writings of prophets (prophetic writings), according to the
commandment of the everlasting God, made known with & view to
the obedience of faith unto all the nations", These Soriptures
are a few among meny which refer to the sges. Do not think it
strange to notice this part of Scripture revelation. In Eph. 2
we are distinctly told that there are ages TO CCME. "For in the
ages to come God will show whet is the exceeding riches of His
grace in His kindness on to us in Christ Jesus". The present
¢vil age is before us, not only in Gal. 1. 4, but in Eph. 2 we
read that men walk according to the course of this world,
literally - "the age of this world"; and so believers are
instructed NOP to be conformed to this age (Rom. 12. 2). In
2 Cor. 4. 4 Satan is distinctly celled "the god of THIS AGE".
Our tranSletion "of this world" misses the mesging, for there
is & distinet term rendered "world", as any concordance which
differentiates will show. Yes, there are the ages. Realize
this and it will help to clear awey many diffioculties which
exiSt in many minds. Men speak lightly and glibly of the end
of the world, and they ask when it will be, and they look to
expressions as those in atthew's Gospel, but there we have

literally "Tne end of the age". After the end of the present

age, there is to be & thousand years literal reign of the Lord
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Jesus upon this earth. It is not till the END of the day of the
Lord that the elements will melt with ferwent heat, as 2 Pet. 3
sets forth. Glib speaking of the end of the world quite misses
the Divine unveiling. Seripture is wondrously sclemn and precious.

But we turn back to Gen. 1. Here we behold the beginning
of certain sges, and God has & purpose to work out through the
ages. His purpose mey be hidden awhrile as we have seen; 1t
may be silenced, but it is there. It is no efterthought with
Him. The aspostle says, "In other generations it was not made
known AS it is now made known", and that is true. In 1 Cor. 2.8
he distinctly tells us that mone of the princes of TIS AGE knew
God's wisdom. He has prevhously asked the solemn queStion, "Whers
is the disputer of this sze?" Mark now the force of the words -
"We Spesk the wisdom of God in a mystery, even the hidden wisdom
which God ordained before the ages (rather than "before the world")
before the ages UNTO CUR GIORY. Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard,
heither hath it come up upon the heart of man the things which God
made ready for those that love Him", and why o they love Him?
"Pis all by grace. "All things work together for good to them
that love God, T0 TEM WHO ARE TE CALLED ACCORDING TO HIS PURPOSE".
Let His PURPOSE he exalted, for if any of us are by grace among
the called of Jesus Christ, it is becauss of a PURPOSE of love,
since in man by nature there is nothing good, he is only evil
continually. All are corrupt and have done abiminable works,
dead in trespasses and sins, having no hope and wifhout God in

the world. It is only because God is rich in mercy that poor,

guilty sinners, redeemed by the precious blood of Christ, are
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brought near unto Him out of dsrkness into His marvellous 1light,
and caused to live with en eternal life. It is the grace of God

that any are born from asbove to-day. But Gof had His purpose in

Gen. 1, even though its full fruition seems So long. God has.His
purpose, though it was not till the fulness of time that God sent
forth His Son. With Him & thousend years is as one day, end one
dsy as a thousend years; yea, it is but a wateh in the night.

The mightiness of God is parallel with the wondrous knowledge of
God. 411 things are neked and laid bare before Him; end He hss
said, "My counsel shall stand and I will do all My pleasurs". He
glons cen declare the end from the beginning, for He has His
prrpose throughout all. ONE part of that purpoSe is particularly
with respect to this earth. IListen o the ftestimony of the Lord
Jesus in Mett. 25, "Come, ye blessed of My Father, inherit the
kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world", -
"From the FOUNDATION (literally, casting down) of the world" -
and thet term CAN &1So refer very dsfinitely to the confusion
iato which earth came, end the putting of it straight. From the
Poundation of the world, says the Lord Jesus, the Kingdom was
prepared for the ones He welcomes. M™at kingdom is definitely
1inked with the putting of earth straight for man. Bub is there
& kingdom before us in Gen. 1.7 Undoubtedly. "God created man
in His own imege, in the image of God created He him, male and
femele oreated He them:; and God blessed them, and God said wnto
them, Be fruitful and multiply, end replenish the earth, and
subdue it, and HAVE DOMINION over the fish of the sea, and over

the fowl of the air, and over every living thing that move th
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upon the earth". Here is GOD'S appqintment of DOMINION. Here
is a kingdom; but the first men fails, and we‘find a very dsfinite
hint of this failure, not only in the silemce &s to man's control
of the animals after the fall, but also in the striking words to
Nosh in chapter 9 "The fear of you and the dread of you shall be
upon every beast of the earth and upin every fowl of the air, and
surely your blood of your lives will I require, &t the hand of
every beast will I require it". MNan is here no lonzer viewed as
possessing the dominion. The beast may kill a men. MNen's
sovereignty is pertly put on one side. Man has failed! 4dem
s0ld himself for nought; hence the apostle speaking of the flesh
says "Sold under sin". Accordingly when Satan comes and attacks
the Lord Jesus Christ, we have these words concerning the world -
"Po ms it has been betrayed". What does this mean? To what is
Saten aelluding? He is referring to the authorify of kingdoms of
the world. "To vhomsoever I will I give it, because to me it has
been betreyed". That is the literal term. "Delifvered", if you
will. But it is the same term as "Betrayed", and Satan smphaszged
this aspect which he well knew, and Christ did not deny his olaim.
But Christ came to expel the usurper, and afferwards the words of
the Lord Jesus sounded forth "Now is the judgment of this world,
now shgll the prince of this world be CAST OUT". Christ thereby
declared Satan's terrible position as the prince of this world
at that time. Cf. "The prince of this world cometh, end hath
NOTHING in Me". The Lord Jesus Christ was the Undefeatsd One.
Adam lost the sovereiznty. Noebk had only & measure of it in

Gen. 9: end unto the ANGELS God hath not put in subjection the
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world fto come vhereof we speak, BUT, we remember Heb, 2, One in
& certain place testifieth, "What is man, that Thou art mindful
of him, or the son of man that Thou visitest him?" Psalm 8 con-
tinues "Tnou madest HIM a 1ittle lower than the angels". Heb, 2
explains "lower s little time than the engsls", for the Lord
Jesus Christ humbled Himself when He became & Nen. He was in
nature higher than ths angels, but for a little while He was made
lower than the angsls. Taen we behold Him "Crowned with glory
and honour". It is written, "Thou madest Him to have dominion
over. the works of Thy hands, Thou hast put all things under His
Peet: all sheep and oxen, yea and the beasts of the fisld, the
fowl of the air and the fish of the sea, and whatsoever passeth
through the paths of the sea". Have you observed that in Gen. 1
the fish are mentioned first, snd here they are mentionad as a
climax? Accordingly the Lord Jesus wrought special miracles
with respect to FIH, proving His dominion. "Laugh out into

the deep, and let down your nets for & draught". To feed the
Pive thomsand and the four thousend He umsed bread AND fish.

When Peter had spoken unadvisedly with respect to the temple
tax, the Lord instructed him to go down to the sea, and to

take up & fish end he would find a "stendard" coin within 1%,
"Give unto them for Me and thee". The Lord will have dominion
over the fish of the sea, end He TEN msarked it out. TYes, at
the very time when Satam attacked Him and said, The kingdom of
earth had been betrayed, we ars expressly told He was with the

wild beasts, and as if to mark out His glory, we are glso

reminded that ANGELS ministered unto Him.
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Yes, beloved. friends, the PURPOSE of God brought before
us in Gen. 1, as to the earth, and a kingdom on the earth, has
not been ruined through man's failure. God will head up all
things iy Christ, as Eph. 1 has %old us. The purpose is IN
CHRIST as Eph, 3 sets forth. We read in John 17, that the Lord
Jesus, when preying to the Father seid, Glorify Taou Me with the
glory which I hed with Thee before the world wes. He therefore
acked thet there might be a reinstatement. Why? NO creature
could have spoken thus, but He, being in the form of God,
thought it not a thing to be grasped at %o be equal with God,
but took upon Him the form of & servent, and became in the like-
ness of men. He took upon Him this form. We read, e emptied
Himself", but He was still HIMSELF. Hence the wondrous words,
"Onto us & Child is born ... His Neme shall be ... The Mighty
GoD". I will raise a Branch unto David, and this is His Name -
“Toe LORD our Righteousmess". "Of Whom, a8 concerning the flesh,
Christ came, Who is over sll, GOD Blessed for ever". "In the
beginning WAS the Word and the Word was God, and the Word
became flesh". Mus we sSee, marked out very definitely, the
two natures of the Lord Jesus Christ, that He WAS God and He
BACAUE flesh. He emptied Himself, but was still Himself.

Hence in Hebrews 9 we are to0ld that wheq HE offered Himself,
Ho was Offerer as well as Offering. How was it that He Who
died could yet offer st the seme time? Through AR ETERNAL
SPIRIT He offered Himself without spot. He had an Eternal

Spirit, since Over all, God Blessed for ever. For Christ is
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not a bare men, He is not a created being. He is (I would repeat
it) over all God Blessed for ever, Who became Man, and was found
in the likeness of man. Yes, in flesh, and in the LIKENESS of
sinful flesh, but NEVER sinful even in tendency; that He through
death might completely put out of working order him that had the
power of death, that is the devil; that He might greant to His
people & glorious share in the glory which God had purposed, for
we, if we are believers, have been ohosen in Christ before the
foundation of the world, that we should be holy, and witaout
blame before Him in love. We are predestinated, - fhe term is

& Divine one.

There ars those who will tell us that predestination,-
or, shell I say, election and FREE grace are oposed. Beloved
f¥iends, election sets forth free grace. Cheap grace would not
be grace at all, and if there were anything in the sinner that
could prepare himself for God, the glory would partly belong to
the sinner, but God is jealous, and He will not share His glory
with another. It is in accordence with HIS ETERNAL PURPOSE that
there are any soul$§ which are saved, and His purpose will stemnd,
and He will do &ll His pleasure. Every blessing is wrapped up
in Christ, and so we find in the sarlier chapters of Genesis
MANY references to the Lord Jesus. Hs is pictured by the Tree
of Life; plotured by the river of vhich the stresms reached out
in four directions, telling of world-wide blessing; pietured,
partly in aontrast, by Adam, from vhom Eve was built up. Adam's

deep Sleep prefigures Christ's death whereby there is presented

to Himself a glorious church not having spot or wrinkle or any
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such thing. He is prophesied, moreover, in the Seed vwhich is to
bruise the serpent's head, and typified again in the coats of
skin, and in the firstlings of the flock of Abel. Yes, He is
preached to Cain, for God, in condescending mercy, declares a
Gospel message tc Cain, even as we proclaim the Gospel to every
crasture now. Hearken to thess words, "If thou doest well,
shalt thou not be accepted, and if thou doest not well, a sin-
offering lieth to the opening". If thou dosst not well thou
needest & sin-offering for an opening into God's presence,
otherwise the flaming sword hinders. So Christ came, in the
likeness of sinful flesh, and as a 3in-Offering, that there might
be & newly slasin and living way, through the veil, that is to
say, His flesh, that believers might have boldness to enter into
the holiest by the blood of Jesus, and know what it is o be made
near in this precious blood. Christ is thus Set forfh by symbol,
and type, and prophedy, agsin and agein in the earlier Scriptures;
nor can we speak of the purpose of the ages without emphasizing
BIM. Oh, beloved friends, beware of any syStem which CALLS ITSELF
"g plan of the ages™, which tekes from the glory of Christ.
Remember that God has merked Him out very definitely as God, and
that thers is no mere human parallel with His Deity. With Thomas
we would set forth our confidence, and would say, "My Lord and
Ky God". True, He wasS lan because He BECAME Man, but Hebrews 1,
waich shows Christ as the Higher than the angels, and says "Let
all the angels worship Him", reveels Him as fthe One to Whom the

Father says, "Tay throne, 0 God, is for ever and ever". Hebrews
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1 precedss Heb. 2. Very GOD and Very MAN.

We pass on to notice that &1l the suggestions of Christ
and of His fulness, out from Whose fulness His people have receivad,
all these suggestions will bring us several thoughts as to now that
plan will be carried out in the future. The question rises up -

If there is a purpose of the ages, and if there be a wondrous
kingdom, and if the Laat Adam is to be exalted upon this earth, whe
will His bride be? What nation or nations will be subject to Him?
and what will be His oapitel city in that wondrous kingdom?
Soripture is not silent respecting these. May I leave for a moment
the subjeot of the bride? It 4is hinted by ocsses like that of
Rebecca, and Joseph's bride, and the bride of Moses, and in the
Song of Songs, but more fully unveiled in the lster Seriptures.

As to the nation, however, there is very clear instruction. "I
took your father Abreham". "I cslled him alone and blessed him,
and increased him". "Thou art the Lord the God Who didst choose
Abrshem", and concerning the nation of Israel God says, "Ye are

Iy witnesses", and again "This people have I formed for Myself,
TEY SHALL SHOW FORTH MY PRAISE". Indeed it is again and again
marked out, with a narrowing definiteness of prophecy, that

Wessieh would be of the seed of David according to the flesh.
Before this, the prophecy of Gen. 3 is narrowsd to Shem, - "He
shall dwsell in the tents of Shem". Then we have the limitation

to Abreghem, - "In thy seed shall all the nations of the earth be
blessed". Next, to Judeh, for Shiloh would come thence (Gen.49.10).

After this we have before us & narrowing to the line of David,

end we See the promise to David that of his seed there would be
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raised up Chris_t to sit on his throne. Let us emphasize this
thought "God shgll give unto Him the throne of His father David".
How can such words be explained away as only belonging to a
spiritusl and mystical kingdom? The Lord Jesus will slso have

8 literal position ®ith & lifsral earthly dominion; and &0 we
have Israel marked out as a nation which God will speciselly
bless in the kingdom. There was an "if" under Sinal, "If ye

obey My voice ... ye shall be a peculiar treasure”. The people
failed, and the people were dsalt with by God in accord with
failure, though in meroy He soon emphasized a Sacrifice. "An
sltar of sarth thou shalt make unto Me", and He quiockly seid,
"Let them make Me a Sanctuary", and in that Sanctuary there was
the meroy seat. But there shall be a fulure day, vhen, because
of the Pinished work of the Lord Jesus, He will be exalted among
Israel, as Joseph was honoured smong his brethren. THEY despised
at first, but they were brought to bow down to him! And what
about the capital city of Christ's kingdom? I weni you to notice
that God has & purpose running through the vwhole of Scripturs.
Re doss NOT vary, He does NOT change to sult men. in the very
Pirst book of Scripture we have the first emphesized and approved
king - Hlelchisedec, - and He 1s king of Salem. First king of
righteousness, and then king of peace, for the work of rightsous-
ness shell be peace. A type of the Lord Jesus, in that we READ
nothing of his ancestry. He is thus merked out as distinet from
Aeron of whose death, as priest, morsover, we are toid, and of

whose successors. Butbt Welshissdec pictures Him Who abideth a

Priest CONTINUALLY. "The Lord hath sworn and will not repent.
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Thou art a priest for ever", - & priest king. "after the order of
Melohisedec" (Psalm 110. 4). And thus the Lord Jesus Christ is
Set forth in connection with Sslem. Abrghem, be it noticed, is
found et Hebron and Salem alike, and David reigns as king in

both cities. In the Book of Deuteronomy particularly, we have g
stress, about 23 times I believe , on the PLACE which God would
choose to put His Neme there, and when we reach 1 Chron. 21,
David particularly desires to buy the place of Ornan's threshing.-
floor, and in the beginning of the 22nd chapter he says, "This is
the house of the Lord God, and this is the Altar of the burnt
offering for Israsl". God has fulfilled His plan, and marked out
Jeruselem. He refused the tabernaolef of Joseph, and chose not
the tribs of Ephraim, but chose the tribe of Judan, the mount %ion
which He loved. "The Lord loveth the gates of Zion more then all
the dwellings of Jacob." As another Psalm words it, "The Lord hath
chosen Zion, He hath desired it for His habitation. Fhis is My
rest for ever, here wilil I dwell, for I have desired it". A4na
HEis rest for ever is not forgotten. A land which the Lord God
cared for mey have upon it thorns aad hettles. Jerusalem msy be
trodden down of the Gentiles, but it is only UNTIL the times of
the Gentiles be fulfilled. AGAIN the thought of the working out
of ages, and the Divine purpose. The Holy Spirit ever emphasizes
this! There 15 aa "until", - and ™itherto shalt thou come but
no further" - of these times of the Gentiles, and then Jerusalem
shall no longer be trodden down, for the whole land shall be

turned as a plain, and 1t (Jerusslem) shsll be lifted up.
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"Arise, shine, for thy light is come and the glory of the ILord
is risen upon thee, and the Gentiles shall come to thy light,
and kings to the brizhtness of thy rising". "For it will ccme
to pass in the last deys that the mountain of the Lord's house
shall be established in the top of the mountains, and shall be
oxalted sbove the hills, and all nations shall flow unto it."
"Ye that are the Lord's remembrancers, keep not silence, and
give Him no silence, till He estsablish, and till He make
Jerusalem & preise in the earth"™. Bsloved friends, God has, and
holds to, His purpose. There IS to be His city. A Himrod may
ereot a Babylon, &8 Gen. 10 sets forth, his very neme signifying
"We will rebel”. And & Nebuchadnezzar, fthe first king of the
times of the Gentiles, may say, "Is not this great Babylon that
I have built?" BUT the words must yet sound forth concerning a
literal Babylon rebuilt, "In one hour is thy judgment coms".
"Alas, sles, that great oity Babylon, that mighty city". Men
will solve an eastern cuestion by their erecting of & Babylon,
and THAT will be the world's centre, and the world will have
commerciel prosperity, as Zech. 5 shows. But they will only
make & greaber provlem, whiszh the Lord will solve in judgment,
and the zain of the whole earth shall yet be consecrated to The
Lord. @ne glory of man will be leid low, for this is the
purposSe and cbunsel of the Lord, even to stain the pride of sll
glory, when there shall be multitudes, multitudes, in the valley
of decision, and the Lord alone shall be exalted in that Day.

God's plen may seem to tarry, but it will sprely come, it will

not tarry. It wass in the fulness of time that Christ came, eand
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there will be the dispensation of the fulness of times. GOD has
His plan. It may be hidden, but it cannot be frustrated. We
gnow in part, and to the natural men there may seem the tangle of
the other side of the beautiful carpet. But there are the threads
of the Divine purpose which He beholds end He will put all things
straight. "Now will I arise, now will I be exalted" is His owa
testimony. "Be s8Uill" says the Psalmist, thus will you know thaf
He is God, Hs will be exalted among the hesathen, He will be
sxalted in the sarth.

And God hes His purpose, not only cthat the Lord Jesus
should be honoured, but that His people should be blessed with Him.
Sin has snfered into the world and therefore the dominion of Gen. 1
can only be held by the 3inless Ons, - unless sinful ones are ssved
FROM their sins - and united with Him. God sent His Only Begotten
Son into the world that we might LIVE through Him, but this
necessitates a vital relationship to Himself. Therefore He, having
teken upon Him the form of a servent, takes the place of guilty
sinners, thet they might become the righteousness of God in Him
(2 Cor. 5. 21). This is the One place of blessing - IN CHRIST.

If He 3ied for me, my only hope is tc live on resurrection ground
I8 d1M. This, in other generations, was not mede known as it is
now unveiled. The thought now before us explains how thet God
kept back part of the method of His gracs. Tae old time saints
were &ll their lifetime subjeet to bondage. Many prophets and
righteous men desired to see the things which we see, and saw

them not. Christ opened His mouth in parables, and uttered

things that had been kept Secret from the foundation of the world,
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end the apostle ssid, "I am mede &f minister ascording %o the
dispensation of God which is given to me for you to fulfil the
Word of God, even the mysstery which hath been hid from ages and
from generations, but now is made manifest ¥o His saints, to whom
God would make known what are the riches of the glory of this
nystery smong the Gentiles, which is Christ in you, the Hope of
glory." Te typioal arrsngements were plainly and intentionally
without s FOUNDATION. The high priest who offered, himself needed
an offering. Nor could he sacrifice befare he had sagrificed; and
furthermore, he died, snd enfed his priestly work in failure. Yes,
every Day of abonement the same sins came up, for in those
sacrifioes there was & remembrance AGAIN of sins every year. It
wes impossible that the blood of bulls and goafs sghould teke away
sins, but God has now set forth (here is the very word "purpose")

& propitiation through faith in HIS Dblood, the blood vhich spesketh
better things than thet of Abel. To declere His righteousness,

for the remission of sins that are past, - rather see the mergin,-
BECATSE of the passing over of sins that are past. God now declares
His righteousness. In the olden times He PASSED OVER the sins.

Te word implies thet He pubt them on one side, but now He sends
them quite away. He put them on one side in the types, He sends
them away in the Antitype, - casts all our sins behind His back,
for the Lord Jesus hes made an end of sin legally, - for all who
are brought to believe in Him., e righteousness is now unveiled
BECAUSE of this pessing over,vhich seemed to overlook the

righteous derands of God's law. Christ has now wwought a
' Since
righteous work, and thereforeﬁie hes made an end of sin legally
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He gives Go His people that mbich He has, and, I venture to say it
with reverense and with Scripture open, that He will not give less
to His people than His wondrous MERITS involved in His work for
them. They do not share His Deity, but they do share the fulness
of the fruit of His work, the result of His work, and thus thay
are made the Righteousness of God in Him. Is He accepted? They
are equally accepted, Is He glorified? 1Is it not written "Whom
He did foreknow, He also did predestinate to be conformed to thes
Image of His Son, .. Whom He called them He &lso justified, and
whom He justified, them He also glorified"? You who believe hath
He quickensd, who were dead in trespasses and sins, and hath mads
you to sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus, that in the
gges to come He might show the exceeding riches of His grace - By
GRABE have ye been saved, - and in that future day, body, soul and
spirit will be kept in the presence of the Lord Jesus Christ. This
mortal SHALL put on immortality. At the present time 1t veils the
dignity of those who are made sons of God. They go up and down
this earth, and they have bodies which are bodies of death, and,
since they own this, of humiliation. 3But we leok for a Saviour
Woo shall change this body of our humiliation that it mey De
fashioned anew like unto His body of glory, according %o the
working whereby He is of power to have subdued &ll things unto
Himself, Here is the prospect set before God's dear people,

even the prospect of the Joming of their Lord when He will be

the Firstborn among many brethren. He is not ashamed %o call them

brethrean, saying, I will declare Tay Name unto My brethren. 1In
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His resurrection was this emphasized, "I ascend unbo My Father and
YOUR Father", for the Corn of Wheat abode alone in His life, but
vhen He died He brought forth MUCH fruit; and on resurrection
ground His people are united with Him, and assosciasted with Him,
end it is this which the apostle emphasizex azain and again and
szain s part of the Divine plan, the Divine purposs. Not only
that Isrsel shall have earthly blessings, but that saved Gentiles
should be fellowheirs and of the sSame body and partakers of His
promise in Christ by the Gospel, snd so, writes the apostle, "Uato
me who am less then the lsast of all saints in this grace given,
that I should preach AMONG TE FENTILES the unsearchable riches
bf Christ". This is marked out in 1 Tim. £ as & background for
prayer. The apostle having referred to the wey in which he as a
persecutor was saved, adds, "I exhort therefore that first of all
supplications, prayers, intercessions, giving of thenks, be made
for a1l men". I exhort M ERSFORE, since God in me showed all
longsuffering. 1 was a persecutor. Fray for unlikely ones.

Lift up holy hands without wrath against persecufors, and without
doubting. The Lord's hand is not shortened that it cannot save,
neither His ear heavy that it camnot hear. "This is good aud
soceptable” the passsge adds, "in the sight of God our Saviour
Who will have all men to be saved, and to come to the knowledge
of the Truth, for there is One God a d One Mediator between God
and men, the Man Christ Jesus, Who gave Himself a Ransom for all,
to be bestified in its sppointed times, vhereunto I am ordained

8 preacher snd en apostle. I Bpesk the truth in Christ and lie

not, a teacher of the GENTILES in faith and verity. I will
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therefore that men pray everywhere". You mark the force of the
passaze. DNotice the words "A feacher of the Gentiles"; "For all
classeS of men” is the prayer. God wills that all manner of men
should be saved. "All" Bometimes means without exeeption, some-
tiwes without distinction. Here it plainly signifies in the
sontext "without distinction". God's testimony is not simply to
Jews as Jews, but aow, in its appointed times, it is to sinners
as Sinners out from all nations, and so in that future glorious
day the words will sound forth, as they are slrsady anticipated
in Rev. 5, "Thou wast slain and hast redesemed ... OUT OF every
kindred and tongue and people and nation". "OUT CF every kindred".
There is no universalism, but there is a Divine gathering OUT OF
every nation, and all such sre gathered IN Christ. Taey sre
united together in Him., In the o0ld dispensation there were
Divine workings, but the Lord Jesus prophesied "On This Rock I
will build My church". The o0ld-time saints are Divinely marked
out a8 brought to share these blessings, as it is written, "That
they without us should not be made perfesct". Believers of all
dispensations will be brought toggther into a unity, for there is
no sSelvation outside Chzrist, but in the present dispsnsation God
granted the unveiling of this, and, by the earnest of the Spirit,
ths enjoyment in measure of it, though there will be the fuller
enjoyment of it in that Day, when, s we have joyflully seen, He
will present to Himself a glorious church not having spot or
wrinkle or ANY sugch thing. Thus we have brought before us the

cherseter of the present dispensation. God's dear people are

NOT of the world even as Christ was not of the world. They sare



24.

brought out from this present IVIL age. The Lord's testimony has
bzen gdven, "y kingdom is NOT out from fthis world". They are a
separated people, they are those who being made to SIT together in
heavenly places in Christ Jesus are not to be conformed to this
age, but as STRANGERS end PILGRIMS are %o abstain from fleshly
desires which war against the soul, having their conversation
honest smong the Gentiles. They are to be in the midst of &
crocked and perverse generation shining as LIGHTS in the world.
They are told to fear not those that kill the body. Fear not,
1ittle flock, for it is your Father's good pleasure fto give you
the Eingdom. They wait; they mey be made, as Paud was, the off-
seouring of all things. Men may cast out their name a&s evil.
Rejoice and be exceeding zlad, is the exhorfetion, for great is
your reward in heaven. Blessed are the meek, for they SHAIL
inherit the earth, and here is the calling of God's people, -

not 4o "leaven" the world, as men would say, not to reform earth,
not to esteblish & social movement, not to educate the masses;
tut to enjoy and declare the glorious Gospel of the Grace of God,
vhereby God is laying kold of poor guilty sinners, and bringing
them out of death into 1ife, and from the power of Saten unto God,
that there may be a people ready to meet their Lord in the air,

s people who will be around Him, zealous of good works, in that
bright Day so soon to dawm. DBeloved friends, ™IS is God's
purpose, Te Lord Jesus is determined to present to Himself a
glorious church, and that church must be formed, &nd God is

gathering people out. They are a firstfruits:; snd when the time

shall come and the Lord Bimself shall descend from hesven with a
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spout and with the voice of the archangel,snd the dead-in Christ
shall rise first, and His people who ars living-will be csught up
to meet the Lord in the air, thers will be a change of dispensation.
NOW it is the acceptable year of the Lord, TEN will be the day of
vengeence of our God. In guick succession will bhe vials of judg-
ment be poured out, and then He Whose right it is o reign will
manifestly take the kingdoms of this world, and sovereignty of this
earth, end have dominion from sea to sea and from the river to the
ends of the earth, and &ll nations shall serve Him. He will prove
Himself to be the Prince of Peace, as Isa. 9 declares. DNone will
be able to stand before Him. There will be the thoumand yesrs,

the Sabbath keeping that remsineth, when the sixth thousand years
are run oub.

A word or two as to Chronology, in this cconnection. It
is very remarkeble that the received chronology of the Persian
Zmpire is confused. It occurs in the period which Scripture does
not fully record as history, and no humen contemporary historian
supplies the gep. Men have constructed it afterwards, but they
Lave made mistakes. There is little doubt ih my mind that if you
read the books of Zzra and Nehemish together, you will see that the
dates put in our margins are wrong, (being put there by men), and
that Nehemish reads straight on from the book of Esrs, and thai
Ezra was very shortly after the time of Joshua and Zerubbabel,
that the break of many years has no warrant in Scripture, and no
warrant in history; thaet Bzra 6 glludes to Darius Hystaspes under
the name of "Darius, even Artaxerxes", who is evidently fthe same

a8 Ahasuerus of the book of Esthsr. If this be so, the probdlem
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that seems at first that the six thousand years have passed, is
removed, and the theories of men which imagine that 2520 years
were from 606 B.C. to 1914 are laid low. The Persian BEmpire
dates have been Divinely veiled, that men msy not know the exact
time; may not construct their chrondlogioal ideas. We can see that
the 6000 years have NEARLY run out, but I mention this particularly
for MAN'S plan of the ages makes much of chronology, but does not
realise this error as to Persian dating.

To return. When the Lord Jesus Christ shsll reign as
King, when He shall be the Exalted One, God will mske manifest
that His purpose is worked cut, iz being worked out completely.
Joerusalem, a5 I hgve said, shall be & praise in the earth, and
the Lord's people will reizn with Him. It is toward this 2 toward
Him - that we look. Tis bright and blessed Hops cheers end
éncourages God's people. Christ WILL come, not secratly, but in
menifested glory, as Matt. 24 declares. & Tess. 2 particularly
warns against any thought of a sseret coming, end Rev. 1 brings
out the same testimony. When He shall come menifestly, His peopls
will be manifested with Him in glory. They oould not shere His
sufferings with respect to atonement. He mede one sserifice.
True, they are linked with His afflictions AT THE HAND OF MEN.
They share THOSE afflictions. But under the hand of God He slone
could say, "My God, Ly God, vhy hast Thou forseken ME"? But
sa%%;; will share His glory. They will share His exsltation.

EndAall Ispael shall be saved. This does not mean a universalism

of every individual, for we are distinctly told, that the little
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one shall bacome & thousend, and God will pardon those whom He
reserves. He will bring the third part through the fire. Merk
agein the words, tlfe little one shall become & thousand. God

will multiply quickly. A nation will seem to be born at once,

as Isa. 66 sets forth, and we read of the generations of the sge
of the ages (Bph. 3. 21), nemely of that future age with its
wonderful generations vhen the Lord chgll be sxalted amid myriads,
and that vill be the ingsthering ! The firstfruits now, the
ingathering then. KNot universalism. Thers are many wio quote

the expression "Tne restitution of &ll things",but forget fhe
sdded statement "Which God hath spoken by the mouth of all His
holy prophets", and the prophets always give a limitation. When
they refer to glory they also refer to judzment. Again and again
are we rominded that God will deal in wrath with meny. It is
besutiful, however, to See that thers will be & widespread
blessing to all the tribes of Israel, as Ezekiel ghows, and sll
nations of the earth will contribute their quota. Men of &ll the
nations will tske hold of the skirt of him that is a Jew, and will
say, "We will go with youp for we have heard that God is with you".
Pat will be beyond the firstfruits of the present time, and thus
not only by reason of those who have dield in infancy and are Saved
by the blood of Christ, but menifestly in that period as well,
Christ will have & marvellous preeminence in His exaltation.

Tere will be a resurrection of His people &t the beginning of the
thousand years, the resurrection of others ai the end. In the

same day, but at the end; and Scripture calls the latter a
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resurrection of JUDGLENT, end contrasts it with the resurrection
of LIFE, end 1links it with that vhich is the opposite of blessed-
ness and holiness. "Blessed and holy if he that hath part in the
FIRST resurrection". Oh, I would beseech you to avoid the theories
of mea which suggest a resurrection for a "probation". The word
"judgment" is not used as an encouragement, but in CONTRAST WIM
LIFE. God will then Jjudge every man according to his works, and
we read "Those who have sinned without law shall perish without
law" - not thé&t they will have an "opportunity"™ of repentance
after death. Thsre will be Divine wrath. God kaows exactly the
condition of &ll, and He will deal righteously. I? will be more
tolerable for Sodom end Gomorrha than for the cities where

Christ did His mighty works. But that word "tolerable" does not
meen as our present English ides, that which is Somewhalb pleasant,
and fairly satisfectory. It means there will be & less heavy
WEIGET, even an Sodom than on favoured Gelilee, but in both oases
e real weight of judgment. The vhole context shows the awful
aspect of the Lord's message, nemely, that thers will be such a
tremendous weight of judgment on those at Capernaum that it

will be more tolsrable even for Sodom and 3Fomorrha s thoSe homes
of encient iniquity. The restoration of Sodom and Gomorrha

is & restoration of cities and of places, but there is no stafe-
ment of the resurrection of the persons to have a new ohancs or
to share ff glory. This is & humen misconoeption, &s Juds

sets forth so definitely. And "It is appointed unto men onoe

to die, bub after this the Judgment", snd the wrath of God

cometh fipon the children of disobedience. There is no further
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opportunity. In this sense, Behold, NOW is the acceptable time,
behold, NOW is the day of salvation. And, beloved friends, if you
are in Christ Jesus, emphasize this zlorious Gospel, for there is
none other Name under heaven, given among men, but that of the Lord
Jesus, whereby we must be saved. God has linked 211 His purposes
with Bim, and if you know not Christ, Oh I would earnsstly bring
before you in 3o0d's grace, and in the Neme of the Lord Jesus, the
one way of escape from this preseut evil age. iIhe message of
iavikation is 8till clear, sud iupressel by the persocisl Holy 3Spirit,
to those who labour and are heavy ladea, to thoos vho are abhirss.
Bet the wigked forsake his wap, and the unrighteous man his thoughts,
for Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinmers, and if we
take ihe lowly place of those who are heart-broken becsuse of our
sins, we shall know the mercy of God, for He hsesleth the dbroken in
HZART. Yes, it is the work of the Personal 3pirit of Gped to
quicken, that there may be that vhich is born of the Spirit and
is spirit, that so we may be able to perceive the things which
are freely given to us of God, and to walik in the Spirit now,
in loyal end loving obefience o our rejected Lord, and to be
to the praise of His glory, both now and in the ages to soms.
%ondrous, indeed, is the fruit of grace, for our gracious God
has a purpose, and concerning the finished work of the Lord Jesus
it is written that "He shall be SATISFIED".
(XKindly preserve and return as sSoon as possible to
61, Upton Lane, Forest Gate, E.7).

Literature on the Deity of Christ, and Related Subjects
Gladly Sent.



