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1, The basls of Loving Ohedience (1:11),
2« A definite denial ?13}.

3¢ One object, Different sphores,

4, That blessed Hope,

bs  Berviee in "That Day",

Read Titus 2,

Kow beloved firdends, it is our desire to consider the messnge of
Titus 2, I am sure fhat God's Holy Spirit will muke it profitable to our
hearts if we desire to live in accord with what God has set forth, First,
we will consider "the basis of Loving Obedience", Says verse 1, But thou
speak the things whieh befit the healthy teach;ng. Teaching snd doetrine
are words used for Cod's Truth in the sinsular: for man's errors in the
plural, Wever speak of the doctrines of God, Here we have the healthy
teaching, It is God's teaching, Cod's doetrine, godly lives befit godly

doetrine, FHere then is & wonderful basis, Shall I say a logiealbagias? aye

more, & gulding besis., In various ways, doetrine is the bhasis of practise,
People =ay "deeds, no ereeds”, but it seems thst this is one of the ecateh

pPhrases vwhieh so often lead captive those who utter them, Tever be the slave

of your words, it is & most miserable and common slavery, Ve need to realize

that, Creeds and deeds, I do not mean official creeds, beeause they are

often strong enough to fetter a tender conselence; but not too strong to bhe

broken by a seared conscience; bhut by oreeds I mean beliefs, and deeds e

spring from the same life, If therefore our 1life is healthy it shouwla show

itself in right believing and in right actions, The healthy teaching is,

however, mentioned first, not that we are to teach before we do, - we read

of Ezra thst when he eame up to Jerusalem he came up

48 one with prepared
heart,

who by the Lord's grace determined to do mnd to teach, &z

ra 7:10,
&nd of a Greater than Rzra 1t 1g sald, All

that Jesus began to do and to
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teaeh, Do, therefore before you make others le_arn, but learn yourselfl that
you may do, Beyond the doetrinal basls of godly living in verse 1, we have
the Divine basis in verse 11, The opening word of the verse links with that
whiech has zone before, "FOR the grace of Cod appeared", Here is the argue.
ment for adorning the doetrine of God., The grace of God has appearsd grace
is training us, - the word 1s rendered "teaching" is linked with you must
look bhnek to the term "grnee", The grace of God hath appeared tesching us,
The grace of God 1s the basis of edorning the doctrine of God, The grace of
God 1s a wondrous instruetor, Grace never leads to lasclviousness, though
it may be turned into lasceiviousness, Grace is alwsys the argument for holi-
ness, holiness is slways the expression of graee, Here then we have thq
wondserful basis, heloved friends, of this all round Christisnity which is
brought before us in Titus 2, I say Titus 2, not that I am peculiarly snx-
ious to fall in with the chapter breaks, Chapter 1, is part of chapter 2,
and so is chapter 3, for it is one book of the Holy Spirit's srranging, In-
deed chapter 3 should he closely related with chapter 2, Its opening words
fit in most appropristely as we ean even sec on +the surface. All Seripture
fits in, but scme things we see more clearly and cuiekly, e cannot ohey
unless we hsve the Truth, we camnot obey unless we know greece, Our beloved
Lord was full of grace and Truth; by Him and In Him may we ohey.

Fext we come to consider "A definite deni=al", for I want to pass over
the earlier verses, only noticing that they mention aged men Tirst, aged
women next, young women next, young men last, The order is sugeestive, evia
dently Titus like Iimothy was among the younger men. It was to those he
was to show himself a pattern of good works; he is partieularly linked with
them and they are put last, though in conneetion with the aged ones there is
the usual order of brethren before the sisters, The adged women are thus
brought close to the y-unger women by this plan, to show where their sphere
of service is, Everything is marked out hy God's Holy Spirit and in

every

Gorneotion we have the urging to e SOUND-ninded, which has the thought of
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a mind that fits in with selvation, Solemnity, moreover, ia wrged more
than once, The word iz rendered "grave" both in wverses £ and 7., It 1s
deeply importent that as children of God we should he sopar-minded, Yom
will notlee that this expression "sober-minded™ is, I think, the only one .
that is applied to all classes, and the stress is upon it, Furthermore, I
want to pass very lightly over the refersnce 1o servants, slthough we have
a beantiful simpliclty to be pleasing even frowsrd masters, not answering
again, not purloining, The Holy Spirit does not here say, "ot stenling",
beesuse it is taken for granted believers would not ztesl in an outward way,
but it is easy to purloin if only in the matter of time,

Now we ocome to the last four or five = verses, and have in wverse 12
a definite denlal, "Teaching us" - or training us,- training us as children,
for this helongs to those in God's family, "that denying (or more foreidbly -
having denied) the ungodliness, (or the irreverence)”, 4 DEFINIV'E DENIAL,
let me say again, Here we have the setting on one silde snything of irrever-
ence, a8 setting on one side anythlng thst ignores the euthority of our God,
What is it to deny? Here 1s an interesting suhject, Our heloved Lord said,
that 17 anyone denied Him, Me would deny them, In the later Epistles we
have several rcferences to denying, ¥We resd in the first chapter of this
epistle, there are those who profess that they Imow God, hut in works they
ﬁény Him, Denisl is not always by the lip, Feter denied hy the lips, hut
he denied hefore in action, when he sat with those who were Geainst his Lord,
and warmed himself, e may always be sure there is something wrong when we

warm ourselves, - I mean when there is the tendency to look after self, even
5 it ¥

to please self and to forzet our Lord, The denial mentioned in Titus 1:16

is therefore in works, In 2 T™m, 2 we read, "If we deny Him" (showing that

it is possible for believers to deny their Lord), the added words are, "He

also will deny us", "If we helieve not", though professing believers, "He

abideth faithful”, and therefore must chasten and eause us to suffer loss
. l'-

"He earmot deny Himself", fhen we read of somo in 2 Mn, 3:5 who have s

form of godliness but deny the power tharan®.
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Here again 1s a denlal in setion, and this 1s what we should expeet to have
ita stress in Titus 2, 7To deny is to say No, but asetiona spesk oft-times
louder than words, We are to say "No" to irreverence, It is comparstively
aasy to say "No" in words, on certuln oceasions, 't the Holy Spirit brings
before us the thought that helievers should be those who said & "nu".ta it,
and thus are entirely separated from irreverence, whether on their own part,
or irreverence of others, Nothing 1s more ensily twisted than Soripture,

Attractive are the word-plays that esn be made from Seripture verses, snd

it is easy to amuse people, but we need to have a holy firmness in this met-
ter, to deny irreverence, snd to he shoeked st prevailing and ineoressing
irreverence, fThere is no grace naeded more todsy, one might almost put it
than the grace to be shocked, e get used to sin, It is important to FEIL
horror at that which is against the Lord, but¥, of necessity, this passsge
goes mueh further, "Denying ungodliness”, The same term used as that in
Romans 4, CGod justifying the URCODLY one, - & nane for the sinner, in itself
ur utber wickedness &nd disressrd of the Lord, e are to deny ungodliness

in this senee, Every form of sin is to “e loathscme to us, Oh how we fall
short, Certsin sins we detest, hut to other sins ogur eyes have not been
opened at lesst as widely as they should be, Denying unzodliness and vorldly
lusts, The word here used is not brought out by our inglish tern "lusts",

to deny lusts i3 a amall thing, for the word "lusts" now in English mesns
certain ascts of manifest inicuity, if only in the mind, o one who had any
elaim to respectability would desire to be told that he hsd lusts, It is a
term that we assoclate with very definite defiance of God's laws and arrange-
ments, But the word here used is a much wesker vord, and therefore a stronger
word, To forbid "little sins" (as men sey) is to glve a much wider Prohi-
bition than to forbid menifestly "erent sins, " hence to fordhid &eaires is
more comprehensive than to forhid lusts, and the word here simply means
desires, Wnrlﬂlx desires, The child of God has sald HO to worldly desires,

This comes immediately after the mention of servants, employees, The ehild
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of God in his dusiness is to say "mo" to worldly dgsires, It 1s populsr to
susceed hut the heliever is not to aim at getting on in the world, vorldly
desires are not only to he secondary, they are entirely unsatisfactory, A
believer is not to be careless, ™t it is agninst God that he should spend
his strength on the things of esrth, He is not to have amhitions, - EhJ I
should 1ike to have thig, and like to he that, uﬁd so forth; he has sald KO
to uaworldly desirea, I+ la eousally the seme with worldly desires of Irie-
endlship, - worldly desires, habits, end eustoms, in the use of time, in the
use of food, The world is always changing its sitandard, its habits, and its

practices, The bellever should never be changing his standard of aim, His

_object throughout life is to do all to the glory of God, He is to say "na"

to worldly deslres, lie are not to he influenced by our surroundings, or -
rather we are to walk in the light and to be influeneed by our spiritual
surroundings, You follow what I mean, We are to make our spiritusl sphere
more important than our physienl sphere, and therefore to he influenced by
that snd by Him Who dwallﬁ therein, 3elovsed friends, we nesd to emphasize
this putting on one side of wokldly desires, It is so easy to be worldly,
I do not mean to have worlffliness of aetion nnly.- Ihe hweliever is to cut
degper and to put aside worldly desires, It is & poor thing to mt on one
side earth's pleasures and tﬁsny‘ "I suppose I YUST", It is a poor thing to
give up things which grieve the Lord with a troubled fasece., We are to zive
up worldly desires cheerfnlly, Grsce cuts st the root, God does not gay
that sin UILL be rﬂjéctad, but shows rather our responsibllity, e are to
heve denied, and denisl implies an existence and I supprose it implies not

only thet these desires exist around us it in ourselves, But we sre to

have said "No" to them. There is to be no parleying with the vighes of the

Tlesh, It 1s attractive to do as others do, We are afraid to he singular
i ‘

to be thought peeulisr, to hear the ridieuling words of those whom as to

natural .things we mey respect, It is diffieunlt to he looked "down upon"
L ]

and to he esteemed partly mad for Christ's acke, but we sre in betler com
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pany than 1f we were esteoemed wlse in this age, The apostle was estsemed

& madman, and one would rather be with Paul viewed as & nadman than with

those wise Corinthiana, We are to put on one side worldly desires, We are

net to want the world's bancuete, the world's luwxuries, the world's ples-

shres, the world's srrangements, All our %ime, all our sirength, all our

money helongs to the Lord. In one sense we can glve nothing up, for we

have nothing except that which we recelved; in another sense we are to give
everything up, for we are not our own, we are to he those who use the world
but not use it to the full, aimply using the world us & sphere Tor witnese,
for going up and down in the name of the Lord, having our necessities, and
thanking God fnr food and raiment, living to please Him, in the use of &ny
time thst is entrusted to our care; but not governed by the changing hebits

of & restless age, But the word "worldly" might &lso he rendered "edorn-

IMBnt“. "Having Genied desires of sdornment”, The word is from the s=ne
root as the word hefore, "ADORN the doctrine of God our Saviour in 211 things”

~and I think this has @ peenliar stwess today, The believer shonld bhe one

who has denied worldly adormment, Golden decorsiiocns ere singularly un-
satiBfactory for a child of God, Ve sre to wesr clothes, not sdornments,
let ns rcalize that we have clothes heesuse Adam sinned, snd while we have
no robe of light as he had, it is befitting that we shounld avoid gaudiness,
Fashions are always changing, worldly desires are often linked with desires
of adornment, and though perhaps sisters in Christ heve the greater diffi-
eulty in this natler heecause all trade seems determined to enecourage the
changing fashions of a changing world, - though verhaps they have a larger
diffieultiy, and, alas do not stand their ground in the matter, bhrethren sre
not elear, 4 large number of helievdng men have never hardly thousht over
these matters, they think it matters very little if they wear gold or not,
if their neekile ias showy or not, they view these things as of 1ight impor-
tance, Yany believ#ing meﬁ think it ouite in keeping with their profegsion

to decorate their persons with flowers, but heloved friends, we are to he
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those who have denied deasires of adornmment. We only wear elothes hecause
we must, through sin having taken away the first rohe Adam had, und as our
hodies huve not vet received their spiritusl robe, wmt are dead hecause of
8in, we have to put elothes over them, Our soul hag received its robe on
already, - the righteousness of God by falth of Jesus Christ, - the hody IS
to he decorated with the Lord'a white, His people will welk with Him in
white for they are worthy, but the glory of the Lord's people for their
bodies 1s future, At the present time.thay are to he those who are marked
58 strangers and pilgrims by the nbazence of decoration, ]

We come now to the other slde of the subjeet, Having denied these
Yhings, we need to put something else in the place, The men who wallks mouwrn-
Inlly beflore the Lord in %lack ls & miserable eresture %o meet, le want to
have those who heve put in something to take the rlace of giving up, In
faet, if any ssy Oh must I give this up? you might almost sdvise them not
to give that up, - not that you eould sdvige then %o retein it, however, The
need is not for a change first in the "yust I give THIS up”, dut & change
in the "I". ILet the emphasized "I" bhecome a Aiffersnt "I", end the "thig"
will soon become a different "TUIS", It i3 of very 1itide avail to deal
with the "THIS™ till you deal with the "I", The language "giving up" 1s nk
not exactly elear, The Lord loveth o cheerful glver, and when we give up
cheerfully we realize that some thing talkes the place of what we had before,
"We -should live" says the apostle "soberly, (with s =ound mind) s=nd right-
eously, and godly." Two things are glven up but thres come to take their
vlace, le always have the hest of 1t, IF we give up for the LORD we have
a fulness, a soufd mind, The expression "a sound mina® seams to he con-
trested with the worldly desires, Instesd of desires that please men we
shell have desires that fit in with salvetion, The word "rishteously™ brings
before us a eontrast with ungﬁdlinéaa but the word "godly" is more definite,

The word "righteously" therefore seems to be the extrs word, and 1t is the

eentral word, We should live righteously in sccord with the will of Goa
]
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and reverently, Ah, heloved friends how important that we should learn
what 1% iz so to have one ohjeet in life, Ve have different spheres, the
earlier part of the chapler shows that, The young man earnnot meke himself
e aged man, He is to be marked by the same gravity, dut he is not always
ealled to the ssme sphere of service, A brother cannot take the whke place
of » sister, nor & sleter the place of a brother, Rivalry is iniouitous,
fellowship 1s healthy, As goon as one ls dissatisfied with his or her

poslition there is really a dissstiafaction with God's providences, We should

be thankful for everything, save cur own Rwmiwmk feilurss, Whetever comes to
us is very little though various means may be used, indeed we have the pro-
spect in view, thul blessed hope, the happy hope, <These who arein Christ
Jesus sre not to be walking shout this esrth with faeces that hetoken remorse
or natursl gloom, we are to feel godly sorrow, of whieh the svestle speaks
when he ssys "AS sorrowful”, but we are to be alwaye rejoicing”, - always
rejoieing in the thinge of the Lord,

It is therefore befitidng we sheuld huwve the happy hope, our happiness
now in anticipation, as it is linked with the hope, if only in this life -
we have hope in Christ, we sre of 2ll men most pitiable, But BIYOND this
life we have hope in Christ , We give up earth's best bheecuse we h=ve hes-
ven's best, for we have Christ and moreover the msek shall irherit the earth,
and God's freeholds are safer than men's, The happy hope, How hapoy should
we be, how hopeful we should he, Ve shounld never be miserable, for though
the weather snd our fealings and our eireumstsnees may he against us, all @
of them tozether are less than nothing and vanity compsred ﬁith the grace of
God that bringeth sslvation, The worldling often depends for his joy on
something outside himself, something of earth, If the encouragsment to he
happy is withdrawn, the happiness goes; the child of God depends Tor his
hsppiness on that within, whiceh 1s in living touch with s #lorified Lorad,
Conseruently thouch you may cut 0ff all the food supplies from esrth, you

cannot cut off the food supplies by thet hidden railway, therefore the T
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around Him, The Lord wishe§ that those whom He

s P
1iever need never eapltulate: he is alvays in bhe midst of a ruined world
able to find srace to meet every need, How encouraging are the words:- The
happy hope, and gloriocus appearing, or appesring of the glory, of our grest
God and Saviour Jesus Christ, His glory 1s now veiled, but it will appecr;
grace appesred, glory will sppesr; groce shone upon, glory will shine upon,
for the Tord is & Sun and Shield, He will give grace end Glory, Urace first,
glory sfterwards, Chrls® eame the flrat time to bring grace, "Grace and
truth came by Jesus Christ", He wlll come the second time tn bring glory,
that dbright hope. Oh that hoving asid "No" to worldly desires we might fiAd
in us to say, "Yes, come Lord Jesus", The great "no" leads to the grest
"yea", The bellevers anttitude is a deniel to the flesh, but sn "Amen" to
the Lord, and beloved friends what does it matter giving up worldly desires
if we have this blessed hope, for the Lord will then present us to Himself,
He died to redeem us AWAY from 611 lewlessneas that He might present us to
Himself, RNotice the two "Himselfs", He gzave Himself: first coming. rurify
to Himself:; future coming, From lawlessness to Himself, The "frome" of
Soripture sre striking, "He shall save His people FROY mir their sins", The
Blood of Jesus Christ ..., eleanseth FROK every sin”, #Thut He might redeen
us FROM all lawlessness", "4 people peculiar”, The word Tpecul iar™ means
"being eround”, e are to be around the Lord then, it does not matter if we
are without earthly sdvantages today, if Christ is our spiritual Center, He
will he the Center then, let Him be the Center now, "Zealous of beautiful
works" not only churacterizes the present though it should do, In this con-
text 1t speeislly refers to the future., He died thot He night have a people
srourd Him zealous of beautiful works. He shall do some hesutiful works then
end we sh&ll be so zealows, The principle slways holds good, only as ve are
ground Him can we be rightly zealous, He dled, not merely that we might be
zealous of good works, but that we might be a people AROUND Him, and then =m

and thus zealous, Some are Lsken up with sealousness, and forget the being

chose might he with Him, and



that He migzht send them forth, Around Him first, and sent forth next. The

millennial ¥ingdom is a time of rest, but it is also & time of asetivity,

0.2, "Be thou over five eitles”, "Zealous of heantiful worksf™, unstainedy

%y sin, So we have, heloved friends, thb heliever'a preospect, as in 2 Tim,
2, If anyone have purged hlmseli away from these he SHALL be & wessel unto

honor, having haen set apart and nseful to the laater, and having heen mede
¥

ready with & view to every good work when the Master comes, The word "Wester

1g the word for ahsolute authority, Oh that we might, vhile realizing the

Ay

graclous condescenslon of our bheloved Lord also know what 1% 1is to enter
into the mesning of the words of Psalm 45, "He is thy Lord, and vorshlp

thou Him",

e e L

¢, What waes the age of Titus?

A, I think he was comparatively young beceuse he wss linked with the
younger men, hut I ineline to sugrest he wes older than Ilimothy hecause it
ssys, Let no men despise thee, and with Timothy, Let no man despise thy youth,

€, Cuestion as to BElihu and Joh?

A, The arrvengement was simply on the principle that "gift" takes pre-
cedence of other things, If the Lord gives o pift to snyone then this
glters the position, It ia not his glory but he is simply s representative,
You might be a fair nged mgn, but here 1s a young man, almost = hoy, we
will ssy (I am speeking now as Lo earthly sphere) who comes with a message
from a king, he naturally tskes precedence of you becamuse he has & speeisl
mesatge, Therefore Cod can arrange es He plesses, He is soverelgn, The
natural arrangement is that older brothren have suthority znd it shoumld
be expected that they would grow in grace so as to be spiritually ewnipped
for this, though I am not sure thet natural sge is the only thing that
agccounts, There 1s spirituzl age, It is moreover, possible to be 20 .years
in Christ end be a bahy etill, sadly possibdle,

¢, Cuestlon ahout natural sge,

A, I grant that every older brother ought to de shle to execercise
some helpful influence, part of thet whieh the asneient elders excereised
bhut what helievers ounght to do and what they do do sre sometines ecntraa%a&
In deys of m weslkness God steps in sovereignly and He can use young or old '
individuals or numbers ss He pleases., The elders did not have & gift in
the special sense of & supernaturel gift, Timothy and Titus, as far as we
can see, had speelal gifts, Timothy is evidently viewed ss an evangelist
Wow gifts are direct representatives of a risen Christ, and therefora'ﬁauiﬁ
neturally give a position of influence &nd suthority in accord with the I
gift bestowed, and not in accord with the age, for the £ift is supernstursl,

's You make a dlstinetion between arran t
and 2itus, and on the other hand. 1 Gor, 143 c nonte in letters to Timothy
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A, Undoubtedly, 1 Cor. 14 is compossd of only rifted speakers, In
the ﬂpiﬂtlﬂﬂ to Timgthy and iitua, the zifted brethren seem in a very smell

-minority., I do not mesn & small ménority in the sense of & litile less

than the half, but in the sense of .u very small company.

0, Speaking of worldliness, have you any sugpestion to make ms_tn
the attitude of the heliever to the standard literature of the world., I do
not mesn ourrent literature, standard literature, Shakespeare and so on?

A, I should regard a vellever as very unwise if he spent hils time
and strength on Bhakespeare or Temnyson,

Gy, Is its eduneationnl wvalue worth while?

A, I should say, by no means, I believe that God has arranged in-
cidentally that our BEnglish Bible is 8 wonderful Znglish classice, apart from

anything else; and the moral effect of the reanding of Tennyson is Tar more
dangerous bthan any possible literary advantage,

Qs Do rou make any dlstinetlon bhetween classical asuthors, do you regard
any as safe or desirable?

A, T could not urge any heliever to read angything of clussical suthors
for the advantuge of style, It seems to me that the IHoly Spirit onee or
twice refers to "wyour own poets" through Paul, bhut with no sugrestions that
he was reading them then, He recollected them doubtleass from wveurs hefore,
Timothy is urged to give attention to THE recding, evidently the resding of
Soripture, and the Seripture is able to meke wlise unto azlvation, There is
nothing in Seripture to approve of wider popular resding, Vorsover, I must
confeas I have little sympathy with the present day ides of gerisin writers
belng regarded sg classics, It secms to me that to =0 buek %o sneient
languages, Greek and Latin suthors steeped in idolatry, often fnll of im-
morality, their thoughts expressed vulgsrly snd filthily thet pervs have to
hg iygpraa:ed. dEvantpirtginf Shakespeure moreover, are left out, Faets
0 118 nature do not inelins one ¢ $ at G wiskes His
#8014 thoss spheves, o 0 expect that God wiskes His children to

Ce It is not a difficulty to me now but the ocuestion has heen solved
in a very praectieal way. 411 thet kind of thing has been erowded ont of my
life yesrs ago.

4, I have not touched stsndard litersture zince want throusz

seeular studies, and I should even go & sten furiher nﬁn,e§ shguiéfgﬂ;ttin
believers who are training up children, and 4o any voung men, avoid the
secular studies even thongh the world demands them in comneetion with certain
exeminntions, Lose the examinations rather than ik lose the advﬂntﬁpa of
keeping to the things of God, e had better lose the world's impr imatur
iﬂiﬂ 10:% Ehﬁ Lor%ff ug?iu?ii. f%ifﬁkis too short to waste one's time in the

ngs A 0 no ea 0 @ Inowleds £ G A wh i
RANY Hises LGL Awsy, . #e of God and whieh have in =o

Qs History, secular history, is a legitimnte study for u heliever®

44 Yes, I presume that if his object 1s to be acouainted witl :
of God, but few helilevers have time “or rmuch else Lhan thet wgi;h zﬂt2§r23§§
eonnected with the Seriptures, I think the time-russtion solves a gzood me 4
Ggiggusgﬂp;§3;3m2.5r?igtﬁfytia & Jost dingerous thing from Fjurm‘i.:hu:zrIf-ﬁ*.:nﬂ'u?l.-n‘lTjr

- ] ] L a " W -
gnl e ragh, i story without a bias, and a bias hag g very harm-



