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GOD'S COVENANT WITH NOAH.

An Address by Mr. P. W. Heward,
At 65, 8t. Mary Axe, E. G.
4th July, 1916.

1. The World Before the Flood and Since.

2. God's Qwn Promise.

3. Lessons from the Rainbow.

4. Man's Privileges, Duties, and Responsibilities.
6. The Different Sphere of a New Creation.

2 B S u k& L

Our subject 1s"God's Covenant with Noah". It is well
to reslise that God is the Same &t all times, end that there cam
be no contradiction 1n His Character or in His standpeint, or im
His asctions. There may be diversities of method, He may give
aifPerent commands to different people, but He is a God of Truth
and without iniquity, and with Him i3 vno variableness, neither
shadow that 1s ocast by tursing. We rejolce, by grace, to be able
t0 speak of God thus, and to speak of Him thus with the assurance,
which He Himself has ocaused, thet He delights in His people’s
perception of His perfect wisdom, righteousness, apnd power. I
trust we are of one mind that the EARTH snd the WORLD rmst be
distingulshed. Indeed esch word of Seripture is used perfectly.
We read in 2 Peter 3, "For this they willingly sre lignorant of,
that by the wordwof God the heavens were of old, end the earth
standing out of the water anmd in the water; whereby the world
that then was, being everflowed with water perished. But the
heavens and the earth which are now, by the same word are kept
in store, or are treasured with fifo:";éing kept, or reserved =EE
against, or with & view to, the day of juigment and perditiom of
ungodly men™. The EARTH IS to be burnt up. We look for mew
heavens and a new earth, but in the time of the flood,"the WDRLD
that then was perished’ so says chapter 2.5 - "God spared not
the old WORLD, but saved Nosh the eighth person”. You ¥mow how
Eph. 2 reminds us that there are ages belonging to the world, for
it ssys, "Among whom ye once walked adoordinmg to the AGE of this
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WORLDP". So we have the =ge, the world., and the earth. I tske it
we agcknowledge that the present earth is the FIRST earth, but
that the term "world" ocan be used in a different way.' There was
the #dd world, i.e. the world before the flood, and there 4s the
world sinoce. Morally the wﬁrld remains the ssme. Tho proof is
in Genesis. There fold says, in ch. 6, that every imsgipation of
the thoughts of man's heart was only evil continuasliy, and when
the sweet savour of Noah's sacrifice was enjoyed im eh. 8. 21,
the Lord added these words, "The imaglination of man's Yea¥t is
evil #£rom his youth". Thereforse, wa?ava brought before us the
gad ¥act that there lias been no moral change. However has there
been any change == in the condition of affeirs in the earth with
?espact to men who compose the world” I think there has been
governmentally: we shall consider this later on (Point 4). Just
now we would ponder the change phyesieally. After the flood
undoubtedly the age of man decreased, but that is not my present
thought. I am rather concerned with the animal and wvegetable
oreation. I take it that we see a contrast inm the language
conocerning the amimal creation in ch. 1 and oh. 9. In dh. 1 we
read, "Have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl

of the air sand over every living thing that moveth upon the earth?
In oh. 9, "The FEAR of you and the DREAD of yow shall be upon every
beast of the earth and upon every fowl of the air.” This lsnguage

is dietinetly atlingar and implies s definite contrast. Before
Adsm fell all the animals were brought to him to scknowledge his
sovereignty, and though, when Adam slnned, the creation was made

subject to vanity, and the seppent curgsed above all cattle, ani the
emmity placed betweem the serpent amd the women, yet we do not READ

of wild snimels. The stress 1im 3.15 scems partieularly on the
opposition between the devil snd the woman K and between the seed

6f the devil and the seed of the woman, which Is Christ, with whom

His people are linked by sovereign grace. And if we go slong
farther we f£ind that before the flood the earth was filled with

violence becsuse of MAN. This is brought out im ch. 4 respecting

Lamech's family. Tubal was an artificer in brass and iron, and
Lamech bossted of this, BPut $he yet more striking language to
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which I have referred 1s 6. 13. @God sald unto Hoah, The end of
all flosh 41s come before Mo: for the earth is filled with violence
BECAUSE OF THEM, and behold I will destroy them with the earth.
Was it surprising %o NHosh that every living creature came into the
ark? I am quite aware that we see in 4%, by grace, sm anticipationm
of the millennial kingdom, and also a suggestion of that which was
revealed to Peter in a vision. God saves out from all nations.
The unclean are oleansed by Him. But was the obedience of animals
surprising to Nosh? Have we evidence that the amimal creation was
menifesting 1ts violence before the flood in the same way as 1%
menifested this sfterwards? I hope I am willing for any proof
upon this subjeet. My thought inclines iefﬁnitely tothe ides that
after the flood the FEAR and the DREAD was put upon the beasts.

At the same time begam the slaying of the beasts for food,
hitherto they had only been slein for sacrifices; and the defimite
gtatement that the bloecd of a man's 1ife would be required from a
beast, suggests that the beasts wewe brought into g different
position after the flood. Im other words it indicates that the
£211 was more definitely stamped upon them. I inecline to think
there is the reverse ss to the vegetable creation. I need haxrdly
say., beloved friends, I do mot want you to hold these hints in

the seme way as you hold the fact that Christ died for our wins
according to the Seriptures, amd that He was buried, and that He
wae reised the third day sccording to the Seriptures, UNLESS YOU
GAN FIND VERY DIFINITE TESTIMONY, I only suggest to you vhat I
believe is implied by the pages of Scripture. The ground wgs
cursed for Adam, ani he was given to understand that in sorrow he
was to eat from it all the days of his life. Im the sweat of his
faoa wonld he eat bresd. I do not an we are now beyound such a
gtate of affairs., in general. There is a contrast still with
Bden's fruit. But the language of Gem. 3 is vex¥ remarkable

snd very striking, and Adam was sent from the Garden of Eden %o
PILL the ground fram which he was taken. Cain brough$ that om
which he hal expended mudh pein and much effort, even the fruit
of the ground. God had particularly said after the fall that
thorns apnd thistles would grow. Herbs and bread are mentioned,
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but fruit which was the only thing mentiomed in REdem was expreasly
left out. Csin, denying the fall, brought fruit, which, however,
had evidently cost him great pains to briang. He was religious to
an extreme. I need Rhardly say that Antichrist will be intensely
religious, and that meny will be exceedingly religious in the days
of Antichris$. Religiom has nothing to oommend itself to God. Only
in Ohrist can gullty einmers, made righteous, be accepted and
acceptable. The strain in connection with the lend is marked out,
if I mistake not, in chapter 5. In the other Lamech's family .iek.ﬂ
we do not resd) much sbout this. Husical instrumente amd military
instruments were, as in Rev. 18 brought }Sﬂ into prominence, in
connection with the remarkable ftype which is there presented. But
in chapter 5 we find the family of promise. The line through which
He should come Who has come, and im Whom His blood-bought people
now are; and when Lamech called his son's name Nosh, there is not
only a strees upon the rest whiech 13 in Christ Jesus, though I
believe that is the typlcel teachimg; but thers is slso a stress on
the strain aé@ to the earth: - "Saying, This same shall comfort us
concerning our work and toil of our hands because of the ground
which the Lord hath cursed". With all the great ages of the
patrischs they 4id not suocceed in removing this ourse, or inm
producing modes of labour which wonld make it unfelt. It was a
great and grievous toil %o obtain anything from the earth. In
SOHROW 414 they eat of it all the days of their life(Gen.3.17); mox
were they sllowed fo partake of animel food. But' God was pleased
after the flood not only to give them amn extenmsion of foed, and te
simplify their probikem in this way; but also to vary, at least im
some measure, the mark of the curse upon the vegetsble world, for
in ch. 8. 21 we read, "The Lord smelled a sweet savour and the Loxrd
said in His heart, I will mot add to ourse still the earth for men's
sske, for the imagination of men's heart is evil from his youth: amd
1 will not add any more to smite every living thing as I d4id; St1l1l
(or yet) all the days of the earth (see margin) seed time snd hgrvest
and cold and heet, and summer and winter, and day apd night, will not
cease". You will notice verse 21 declares twe things shall be with-
held. First, the adding of a curse on the groumd; secondly the
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adding of the smiting of every living thinmg. The word "any more" 1s
given twice, and evenm our English "meither™ in the lact sentence would
imply that two distinet things are brought before us. God would not
gdd tc smlte every living thing. Here we have a statement as to the
animal coreatiom especially. WPFURTHER,He would not add to curse the
ground "atill" for man's sake. I take it, especially in the light of
verse 22, that our gracious God withdrew certain julgments cn the
ground, and that its fruit was brought forth more plentifully.
Without exeusing the sin of Noah, this may partly sccount for his
failure when he came forth from the ark. Having lived in days whem
the earth was cursed manifestly, and when there was rather the
tilling, he d4id not fully understand the fruit growing which God
marks out again as soon ag the flood 1s over, marke out im the oclive
leaf of the dove, and the wineyard which Hoah planted. True he should
have asked God how %o deal with its fruit, but it would seem probably
that, like Joshua in connection wiéh the ﬂibanuitga, there was the
aotion, which we have all frequently repeated. the action of speed
without asking counsel &t the mouth of the Lord.

I do vot know to what extent we can say there have come
furlher changes since the flocd, even geographically. There is a
real problem as tc whether the lands of the earth have been divided
sinee the fleood, or whether chapter 10. 25 refers rather to the
nations and the divisiom of the countries among them. But 1t is
importent thet we should notice one sad evidence of man's utter
wickedpess. Before the flood there was opem fellowship with demond.
Gen. 6. 1-4 is clear in thie counection. BSupernatural beings chose
the daughters of mem. The fallen omes, as the word "glants" should
be remdered, were in the earth in those days, and also "after that".
Hence we are not surprised that APTER the flood there were still the
falled owes, aund the giants, whether called the Anakim, the Emim, !
the Zuszim, the Rephsim, or found among the Philiatines. Hin has
ever sought fellowship with demons rather tham with God. Human

might has often been sces in this comnectiom, but God has been
dishonoured. Imasmuch as domonésm has often demanded vegetarianism

{(cf. 1 ™m. 4. 1-3), we have a Divine WARNING in the promision of

enimal food.
We now come to "God's Own Gracious Promise" vhich has



glready beem before us in Gen. B. 21, 22. It is explained more
fally in 9. 8-17. "God spske unto ‘Hoaﬁ end to his sons with him,
saying, I, behold I, establish My covemant with you, end with your
secd after you; snd with every living creature that is with you, of
the fowl, of the csttle, snd of every beast of the earth with you;
from all that go out of the ark, to every beast of the earth. Amd Iwill

rtuﬂbvl' ek fo catr e ol Vo wolktre f—o—flrot
wetablish My nomant with y B either shall there any more be a
flood te destroy the esrth”. WHE A twofold statement, - dealing
with all flesh, amd dealing with the earth. We think of the twofold
statement of ch. 8. 21. Here i1s God's own promise. God emphasizes
the everlasting covenant between Himself and every living creature
of a1l Flesh that is upom the earth. God has kept His promise, for
though there have been local floods. and though there have been
limited famines, though myriesds havebeen swept sside. the heavens
and the earth which NOW are, having been stored with fire, are atill
kept (2 Pet. 3. 7 1it.) The earth is noft stored with fire because
1t 418 a broken-off piece of something else. The earth is not stored
with fire whioh is gradually cooling down as the effect of soma
development frem years, countless years, gone by. No theory of mem
will account for this storing with fire. I 4o not say (God stored
the sarth with fire at the flood, but it is evident that it has been
gtored with fire from that time, and that we have a very special
mention of those who were dastro}sd in the flood, geoing, as spirits,
into prisom, - the prisom being in the centre of this earth in
gcoord with other Seriptures. God's own promise remaind, and though
gome are willingly igmorant of it, we preiee Him that He has made 1t
known unto us.

And this leads us to consider Lessons from the Rainbow,
for the cpvenent haed & token. The second covensnt with Abraham had
the tokem of circumeision. The covenmant with Israel had the tokem
of the ¥lood on Isrselite dcors, - "The blocd shall be to you for a
token upon the houses where ye sre, and whee I see the blood I will
pass ovai- you". The word "token™ is before us im chap. 9.12,13.17%.
"This 48 the token of the covenant which I meke between lie and you
and every living oreature that ie with YOU... It shall be for a tokem

of & covenant between Me emd the RARTH™. Again the two thoughts.
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The living oreatures and the earth. Them we read in verse 17, "This

is the tokem of the covebant which I have established, between Me
and all flesh that is upom the earth". The rainbow is wery suggestive
to God's dear people. It has sometimes been wondered why God speaks
of petting His bow im the cloud after the flood. Were there no
reinbows before? I suppose we are willinmg to acknowledge that what-
ever be the seientffic basis of a raimbow, God could have suspended
the application of laws of scienmce until the appointed time, or He
eould have takenm something which existed befcre amnd gave it & new
meaning, as with the Sabbath which was brought before Israel thus

at Sinei. But there is something else which needs to be noticed.
Were ordinarxy rainbows existemt before the flood? Were ordimary
rais clouds to be found before the flood? Or d4id God's provision
mentioned im Gen. 2, "There wemt up & mist from the eerth" continue
until He was plesesed to grant that somethimg exceptional csme” We
have scer exceptions im everything else. Would this be strange? I
think not. I leave it to the meditation of God's dear people. But
vhatever be His plam as to the rainbow, it had a unigue meaning from
the day whem He spoke to Noal, and to us it is still suggestive.

It comes visibly im time of rsim with sunshine telling through an
angry cloud, as it were, of judgment, but of judgment met, of anger
passed away, and of God s comforting grace. 1Its shape brings before
ua that we kmow but part of God s ways. 7Yet the semicirele unites
heaven and earth. ¥Yea, it appears more than a semleirele, but it 1s
nmet t1ill we get to the book of Revelabion, around the throne, that
we have the complete circle of the rainbow. Om earth there is always
e falling bemeath the horizon of our view. Now we kmow im part, but
when we reach the glory, the rainbow will be complete snd glso like
unto an emerald. For though its colours will in measure remsin,
that which speeks of blood, the red eclour, is seen there distinet
in the reminder of stomement - the Lemb - and the same "red" speaks
of wrath which fell on our Saviour; herce the"emersld" reminds of
wrath removed, for God wikl not sot against those who are bruught
into heavenly places in His Beloved Son. The rainmbow, moreover,

in ite coclours womdrously blemded would suggest the harmomy of the
attributes of God, revealimg a perfect righteocusmess md a perfect
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proportion. His operatioms in mercy emnd wrath brimg out the hidden
beauty of iis chargeter, aml therefore we praise Him that on a dark
background we see more of what He 1s and does. Agein the name
definitely given "the rain-BOW" would suggest te us that God has
WIS srrows of which Psalm 18 speaks, but the arrow is not seen in
the bow. And if the arrow were seen there, would it be am arrow
directed agninst mam, or would kot the appointed curve indicate

an arrow directed ageimst Himself? Our asdorable Lord was pleased
%o come dowm to be the Rook smittem, He was pleased, though The
Mighty Ome, to bear the weight of imiquity. IV is part cf His
NAME to BEAR imiguity anmd trensgresciom and sip (Ex. 34. 7 1it:)
Where sin abounded grace did much more abound. God has mno fury
toward us. There is no bow of wrath against His blood bought
people. Precious indeed is it to be in Christ Jesus our Jlord.

But the raimbow, though it has e eircle aspecH, and ies curved 1in
the heavems, touches the ea¥th at TWO polmte, for God’'s grace is
arranging §n the present time that there should be & fellowship

~of His people out from Jew and Gentile, who are being deliveresd
from earth that they might not be viewed as part of the earth, but
might be viewed as those who have a heavenly pesition. This preciouns
teaching of the present dispensation seems almest prophesied im

the raimbow. though I am quite willing to acknowledge that the
earthly blessing of Jew and Gentile is the prémery thought, for the
reinbow comes down to earth, amd sbides om earth, as 1t were, in
two places, and immediately after ite mention we resd of the three
gsons of lloah, - Shem, Ham snd Japheth: but ominmously at once it
gays, "Hem is the father of Canasm'. Fut - blessed be the Lord

@od of Shem, end God shsll emlerge Japheth. Shem, the Jewish

race. Japheth, blessed omes from among Gentiles. The covemant

of the raimbow is a covenant for the earth.

And this leads us to aonsider lMan's Privileges, Duties,
énd Responsibilitdes. I am speaking now of man as man, for the
eovenant with Noah, as the covenant with Adam, concoerms all creatiom.
I+ is not mabiomel, it is not limited. The covemant of Sinmal had
a special aspeck, but the covement at Ararat brimgs before us &ll
mankind. We motice man's privilege on the earth over the animal
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oreation, and men'e privileje to partake of food from the arimal
ecrestion, eWen as from the Greenm herb. God afterwards gave certain
1imitations to Israel respecting clean and mnelean animals, but teo
men in the covemant with Nosh the words were vlein, "Every hbving
thing that liveth shall be meat for you, even as the green herb
have I given you all thimgs". But privileges were linked with
duties and respomsibilities. There 1s the prohibition of ONE thing,
as in Bdem. "Flesh with the 1ife thereof, which 18 the blood
thereof, shall ye not eat, and surely your bloed of your lives will
I recuire: at the hand of every beast will I require 1t". The word
n14ives™ is literslly ™souls™. We think of Lev. 17. 11, with ite
stress on the blood im the soul. ™At the hand of every beast will
1 require it, end at the hand of msm." Mexk the wext words "At the
hand of every man's brother will I require the 1life, or the soul,
of map. Whoso sheddetl mam's blood, by men, (or if you will among
men, but do mot destroy the thought of by man") shall hia blood be
ched: for im the image of God made He man". MNot that man has
refiained the image of God, for we read that Adam died and begat a
gon im his own likeness, after his image, awdl called his name Seth..
It ie cnly when we have a mew creationm (Gol. 3. 10) and are auickened
within, amd are ALSO being transformed imto the imsge of God's Som
(2 Gor. 3. 18) that we canm emter into the words that we are in the
likeness of God. When Wwe awaﬁa. moreover, it will be with the
likeness of our Lord. This sursly implies that in our BODY of
humiliétion we have & comtrast with this likenes=s. We have borme
+he image of the esrthy, we shall bear the image of the Heavenly Ome.
It is importent to reelise this, but creation, though in measure
wrecked through ein, wrecked morally, and also im part physieally.-
oreation still reminds of what God did at first, amd therefore it
is s serious thing beyonmd measure to take the life of a man. Omly
gGod has & right to dispcse of lives. He distinmctly esays that murder
inveolves ospitsi punishment &t the hands of every mam's brother.
It is rather remarkable thet the present dyg theory of a universal
brotherhocd would omly brimg about, im the light of this, fullex

evidences of man's failure. Awd govermment 1il1lustrates this

principle. Govermment carries out the arrangements, and rapresents
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THOSE WHO ARE WITHIN ITS SPHERE, and paxt of it. Government is the

executive of this appoiniment, to prevemt private vengeance. Here

then we have men's legal dufies. lay I now suggest to God's dear

pecple that the whole stress im chapter 8. and in chapter 9 on the : -

EARTH has 8 bearing for them as to theilr present positionm 1m the a

HEAVENLY ealling. In Ch. & "The wickedness of man was great in the o

EAETH". God ssid, "I will destroy man whom I haWwe oreated from the |

face of the TARTH". God looked upon the EARTH: "The EARTE is filled

with violemce™ "I will destroy them with the EARTE". In chapter 9 -_ i
£

"I eatablish My covenant with you,...amd with every livisg creature,
...0f every beast of the EARTH with you, from all that go out of the
ark to every beast of the EARTH":"Neither shall there any morn“it a
flood to ﬁaatrny the EARTH": "A token of the covenant between Me
and the BARTH™: "The ovérlasting covenant between God and every .
living ereature of all flesh that is upon the EARTH": "Tiis ia the |
token of the covenant Which I have established between lie smd all gl
flesh that ie upon the RARTH". In Revelation we have the Baau shress ‘
£€¢ to those whe are linked with tﬂu world amd this esrth. We 1! ‘the
prezont time have & heevenly pauitic‘n. ‘whereas Israel were, and will
be. viewed as on the sarth. The am:gmants here given as to
government were expresely approved im that wWation. The avenger of
blood wes peculisrly rrominent, even whem the cities of refuge were
mercifully provided. But to belisvers there is another positicn,
they ere delivered from the brotherhocd of men, they are placed in

a new family. They are made to sit together in heavedly places im
Christ Jesus =nd they can comseauently take no share 1in Vengonnoe
or in wrath. Judieially they heve no position, govermmenmtally tiq
exercise mo respomsibilities. They pray for all im authotity, amd
recognise the povers that be are ordaimed of God, to carry out
certain functions which dste back to the Noaschisn covenant whether
it be om the part of an individusl or on the part of a company.

If there is puttimg 4o death it must be answered by putting to death,
and here we hswve the matural reply of ome government to amother.
When in any distriet sggressive war is started, 1t is natural, 1t

is comnmected with the prineciple of this @ ssage,that there should

be represaiom cf gggressive wer, although im the complicated state
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of affeirs those who are not primerily concermed are deslt with %
rather than those who are at the fountsin and souree of the problem.
But the child of God in heavenly places in Gh:iat_anaua 1= entirely
delivered from sell this. The judicial positior and the revenging
position are the same, snd & believer must be clear of both if he
would simply welk worthy of the high and heavenly callimg. This
i8 the attitude which & believer has, while limked toc His Lord im
heavenly places in Christ Jesus, end that link 19- an everlassting
link; amnd his reigning ow the earth is WOT at the present time.
Wothing "pewmal” is committed to our responeibility to-day. Thus,
beloved frienmds, I suggest that this passage is not only a refreshing
encouragement to us im that we see God has kept His word, amd will
keep His word, and that even the rainbow may remimd us of His truth,

but it i1s also of momentous force im tonnectionm with our separsted
position umto our Lord, and by no scclident did one brother suggest
we should weitedly comsider this subject in the light of Soripture,
and I hops, in some measure, under the guldance of the Holy Spirit.
P rn-:ﬂg
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