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MOUNT SINAI AND ITS LESSONS.
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2. Isrsel inder liount Sinai.
3. Thoughts on the Law, and the Gospel

in the light of Gal. 4. 24, 25.
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Mount Simail becomes a very preeicme subject for the

Lord's people who have been brought unto lMount Sien, for in
mercy they have been brought to a very distinet momntsin. The
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word "Sinai™ ipn the Esrlier Soriptures wounld =eem to suggest

A CLIFFI' and ite numerdioel wvelue i a multiple of 18. At precent

ST

I have only considered this in a concorlance, but I believe that
the word ococurs 13 times in BExodus aéd twice 13, or 26, elsevhers.
Phat 1% 18 & number cornected 4nm Soripture with rebellicn, as we
find in fenesis that those who were oppweed to Chedorlsomer |
served for twelve years, &nd inm the TIHIRTERENTH YEAR they redlelled,

and unuer Mcunt Sirei God's privileged people Isrsel rebelled

againset Him. In yhe later Soriptures it 1s somewhat ramarkab}e

that the werd "5insi” 1s made very much like "Sion", thud!ﬁ.fhay

are guite distinet in the Earliser Scripture. In English they

sound alike, but Sinal begins with =« different letter in Hebrew

to blon, yet in Greek they are both caused to have the same letter.
S5inal oontesins 3 letters of Sion, ard Alpha se well. Sion

containe tmega. Simal says commence, begin. Alpha is the first lf
letter. "This DO and t ou shalt iive”. Slor has Omega, the last ]
letter, snd sounds forth the glorficus meesage, "It has been %
finished"; snd se-wmids we by groce have come to"lMount Siom, and

to the eity of the living CGod, %o the heavenly Jerusslem to an
innumerable comrany of sngels to = festival assembly” of saints.

We do not belong to Sinal spnd the law, but 4o Sion with 1ts ;

grace snd glory. Sinsl is brought before us first in Exodus 16. 1

and 1n seversl passages 1t 1s linked with the willdermess. I think ,E;
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2.
I am right in saying that 21 times we have brought before nus Iount
Sinai, and that the wilderness of Sinsil is mentioned 10 times in
the wilderness book of Numbers, snd three times elsewhere in the
Barlier Sceriptures, makXing 13 times 4in the Eerlder Scripturee as
a wilderness; 21 times or 7" x 3 a8 a momunt from which God gave His
testimony, for though there was frilure in the wilderness ot the
FOOT of the mount There was no failure TN the mount where God
revesled His majesty and His glory. We naturslly tink of this
display of God'sm glory in connection with Sinsi. Peslmm 68 tells -
us of this. -"The chariots of God sre twebty thousand, even
thousands of angels:; the Lord is emong them, AS IN SINAI, in the
hdly plsce”. The very next verse reminds us of rebellioms ones,
but God 4n Hie grace was pleased to be seen with His chardots
upon Mount Sivai in condescending merey, for Sinai mot only =peaks
of law, 1t speaks of TYPES of graoe, for the tabernasele was biatur.‘
on Sinak, and even there was the psttern which wes "shown im the
HMount"”,. Sipail displays the majesty of God. The earth shook, the

" heavensa dropped at the presence of God, even Singl itself was moved

'

. &t the presence of God, the God of Israel. Oh, beloved friends,

well may we say unto God, Thou art terrible in Thy works, Great is
the Lord and greatly to be praised, snd His greestness is unsesrchable.
Who oan utter the mighty sots of the ILord, who ocanm show forth all

His prﬂﬁl.? Gloricus in holiness, fearful in prsises, duinﬁrwcﬂ&lra.
He 1s~indaad_glurioua beyord all humsn understanding, and He revealed
something of this glory when mount Sinail was altogether om a smoke.
Amd do we consider God's servant Moses going up #nto the mount. In
Exodus 19 this ia brought before us. We resd in the 20th wverse,

The Lord csme down op Mount Sinsi, on the top of the mount, a2ni the
Lord cemlled Moses up to the tdp of the mount, and Moses went up. A
And 1in the 24th chapter agein, the Lord saild unto Moses, Come up to

lie inte the mount end be there; and 1 will give thee tables of

stone, and a law, end commendments which I hsve written: that thom
mayest teaeh them. And Moses rose up, =snd his minister Joshus; and
loses went up inte the mount &f God. @#&nd he said unto the elders,

Tarry ye here for us, until we come again unto you; and behold

Aaron and Hur sre with you: if eny man have any matters to do, let
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him come unto them. Ard Moses went up into the mount, and =
cloud covered the mount, and the gloxry of the Lord abode upon
mount Sinai, and the clnuﬁ covered it six days: and the seventh
Day He called unto Moses out of the midst of the cloud. And the
aight of the glory of the Lord wae like devouring fire om the top
of the mount in the eyes of the pakldrem of Israsl. And Hoses
went into the midst of the cloud, and gat him up into the mount;
and Moses was in the mount forty dsys ami forty nights". Yom
may have noticed that the tabkes of atome are mentioned BEFORE
the iabsrmsele, that the ten commandments were given BEFORE the
Pfabernacle, BUT? Moses 414 not bring them down from the mount t111
AFTER the revelation of the Tabernacle. Why 4s this, beloved
friends? To show us that G0d knew law wounld be broken, but that
His provision of grace did not excuse or overlook the breaking

of law. The tables of stone are given AFTER the unveiling of the
Tabernacle, for law stands, and God can never save by a type but
only through the Antitype. lioses on Mount Sinal rewealed to us a
gense of reverence before God,snd shows us how privileged God's
people canm be, "For He made known His ways unto kieses"”, bnly "iis

sets unto the children of Isrsel™. God's unveiling of His will was
gilven at length to loses in lount Sinadi, and them at the ond of 1%

He gave unto Moses, when He had made an end of communing with him
on MHount Sinai, two tables of tostiﬁony, tablez of stone written
with the Tinger of God, as 1f to show grace never removes law.

We find the first thing mentioned in the Tabermacle was the Ark
4o contain the testimony. That was olways primary, because law
must stand, and (G0d can never excuse one sin. One sin exeluded
from Edem, and one silm will keep omt from His presence, out by
one obedience, even unto death, are guilty sinners olothed with
the righteousness of (God and brought into that pressmce. Oh the
wondrous ccontrast of the work of the laaﬁ Adgm with that of the
first Adem: the contrest in the work of Christ with that of the
f4rat head of mem, Well mey weo ﬁraiaa for our Saviour of Whom
there are 8o many prophecies, pastterms, = 4 pictures. Ilioses in

mount Sinai also brings hefore us power in pleading with God.
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He, who,on the the mountain bewesth whieh the warfatre with
Amslek was proceeding, was able to exalt his hands. was also sble
to plesad with God on lMount Simei. We read that when the Lord
proclaimed the neme of the Lord, that Moses made haste spd bowed
his head toward the earth and worshipped, snd he said ."If now I
have found grace in Thy sight, O Lord, let my Lorl, I pray Thee
8¢ among ua. for it ias a stiffrecked peepla, and pardon our
ipniquity end our sin, and tske us for Thine inheritencs.”
On Mount Sinail Moses showed himself the man of prayer. Beloved
friends, we want not only tc kmow this history, but to reslise
that the (God of lioser is our God, andl that though we sre not
exactly like unteo Moses, either peruona'ur or ir dispensation.
¥ot we must have gsomething of the sume reverencse, we would have
something of the ceme intimacy, we would know something of the
sBame power in prayer. "I beseech Thee, show me Thy glory™ ssid
loses, inasmach as God has said, "Thou hast found grece in My
sight”. And have not we found grece in God's sight? and are we
not brought to & mountain where Fod can show us His glery, even
the glory of fiod in the Pface of Jesus Christ.

vut undernea thilount S1inel , how golemn was the position
of Isrsel® We sometimes look around on a ruined world, and we
feel how solemn everything is. Oh, beloved friemds, it is
marvellons things sre not more terrible. end things are not more
solemn to us when we see how God has ever been forgotten, as
He was forgottem by privileged Isrsel under the mount. When we
look back to history, the history of Israel; when we look back

to history, the history of the children of God, we find definitely

that the positien of believers should be totally Aistinot fram
that which is msually understood st the present time. Theirs
should be the position of being misunderstood beesuse they w1l
follow the Loxd faithfully, & position of willingness to suffer
because they Palue Him Who is altogether lovely, =nd cannot

set their minds or the thimgs of earth, cannot be ocoupied with
the riches of earth. the pleasures of earth, the treasures of

.earth. "Whom have I in heaven umt Thee" saild the Psalmist,

i i o



T

5.

"and there is nonme upon earth I desire beside Thee™. This
earthly life ‘haﬁibuen too comforteble and too easy for us. We
have settled down and become more like the world, ana 4i* in my
Way, as we condider the HScriptures and ponder the will of Ged,

we are drawn aside, even by painful wrenches from that which would
make us to lose at the Judgment Seat of Christ, we would welcome
the wrenches, we would welocome the loszes, thet we may have +he
"Well done™. For what is our earthly 1ife? It is but a vapocur.
Our eternal &ife is ot & vapour. What are things of sarth?

They are so much tinsel, but the gold of that heavenly land is good,
and the things $hat are not seen are eternal. TVherefore do we
epend our mon:;&o:i:‘;at which is not bread? Why are ws vecupiled
wWith the reputaetion and prestige before men which can never meet
the soul's need? Christ and Christ only cen satisfy the believéng
heart. Christ avd Christ only cam Occupy the believing mina.

Are ve not surpr¢seld thal we have settled down so much in a worla
where we were told to be strangers avd pilgrims, out of which we
were called, out of which we were chosen, that we might be l1ike
unto Him Who set His aisciples the example of being rejected even
unto death, and onme of Whose followers faithfully said in the
power cf the Holy Spirit that believers must be &8 the offscounring
of all things. We 414 not choose Him, but He chose us, and e
blessed us, and 1t metters little mhat men say, or what men

think, or what men do. Wear not them which k111 the body, but
afterward have no more that they can do. Our light affliction
Which 1s but for a moment worketh for us a far more exceeding anad
eternal weight of glory, while we look not at the things which are
seen, but endure, as beholding Him Who is invisible, and as we
realise that He will plead our sause and not a hair of our head
shall fall to the ground without His permission, not anything
shall be lost from that which He has determined. Beloved friends,
we have left the subject awhile, and yet not left the subject,

for surely the toplc that we have 1n front of us reminds us that
men have always fa led, snd that believers must ‘expeet to be in
the minority, the rejected minority, the suffering minority. ths
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misunderstood minoxrity, because they are in Christ Who is the Une
outoaat, despised, rejected without the camp until He shall
return in flaming fire taring vengesnce. vhich SHEEMS to be
delayed. but it WILL NOT be delayed beyond the appointed time.

We oan leaves eVerything in His hands, for we ourselves are in
His havd, m 4 none shall pluck us tThenee. Under ljount Sined
Israel failed and faltered, after all their prcud boasting. They
said (more than once), ALl that the Loxrd hath spoken will we do,-
and be obedient. It is emsy to talk, 1t is easy to boast. A

-religlous world to-day boasts of ite Chydstianity, but 1t still

despises Him from Whom Christiapnity 1is named. It msy ocall its
buildings af ter saints, but the seints after whoem The tulldings
are named would be rejected if they walked the earth mew. The
prophets were killed by Israel, snd their tanbs were bulilt, = ad
ao 18 1t still. ldan has not changed, msp has not altered, it is
wvaesy to profes= %0 obey God, it is easy to speak of His authority,
but, oh how differsnt it 1s to really obey Him. Under mount

8inai Israel made proud professions, as we have =een:- "ALL that

the Lord hath spoken will we do, @@ be obedient”. "We will

hear"” they said, but they heard not, and when God for a Tew days
was silent; on what, I bellevs, was the 39th day, they, under thet
mount whiah is mentioned 39 times im Soripture, despised the will
of God, and broke their Ssbbath, and departed away from the Lord.
Under Mount Sinal we pee the golden calf? Under liount Sinel we
fipd Asron contributing to the preparation of that which he meant
4o be used as a compromise! He wished to saorifice upnto the Lord,
but he was afraid mot to fall in with their desired. There are

many to day who will eall us tc the same compromise. They will

agk us to keep to that whioch is for the Lord, but to identify
ourselves with worldly methods. We ocannot; if we have %o ataad
alone we must stand, rather than f£amil in with the multitude,
under the displeasure of God. It is enough that we please Him
Who has done everything for us. We owe nothing to the flesh; we
owe nothing to the world, except to mapifest Christ before them}
we owe nothing to the devil, but we owe everylhing te our Lord.
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Under Mount Sinai there was a display of utter human fajilure.
The ration as a whole rejected the Lord and acte & without waitin;-
for His counsel. God kmew it, He spoke to lioses concerning i¥,
and referred to the destruction of the pecple, and licses folt
sorrowful. He would not excuse the people’s gin, but he did
dmsire its forgivenese, et he knew there must be a righteous
atonement. Beloved friends, there was » wast difference betwean
what wase tdking place on Hinal apd MQM. and yet where saln
#%% sbounded . grsce did much more abound. IFrom the people who
hsd mede & golden calf, God took the offering to make His
tabernacle, when they wWere ‘br‘:mght to & true repentance, orst %,
least & type of trus repentance; for only as we are enabled b;r‘
gruce to reslipge the sin of compromise, Gan We worhip. It ‘a
outside the canmp that worship ascends, for the holimet of all
i3 mot of sarth. Grace éid much more apound with respect to
Aaron =ni=o Amron who made the solden calf was the one of whom
the Lorda spoke upon that mountaln as #is appointed High Iriest.
And, aa Jacob’'s scheme to galn The birthright 41d not frusirate
2od's m to give it to hia, Asrons sin ﬂiﬁ not alter God's
pian. Ah, beloved friends, here 1g mercy! Asrom deservel nothing.
@od might have chossn another priest, but wnere min ebeunded
srace 414 rmch more =abound, yeot mbound=d in = = way that Anron
beocom=s = more striming conmtrast with the Priest for ever after
the oriler of lMedohisedec Who did no 8in, and Who om resurrection
ground for ever liveth to make intercession for us His faillng
peopnle.

And now shall we ses=wx, =an the Lord may enable, %o have
+henghts on the law and the goapel, in the light of Gal. 4. 25.
Law and Gospel MUST be distinguidied. When Sinai is mentioned
fmjf times, as 1t 18, in the Later Seriptures, it is inm conbexts
which bring before us the Very definite contrast of the two
dispensations. I have mentiocned the two verses 1n Galastians.
The other twe are in Acts 7 where Stephen set forth god's will,
se ope whom God had ensbled to see ma o® clearly the heavenly

caelling of the present dispensation. The law is good if & mm
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uge it lawfully, alli the Goaspel is wondrous if it 1ies used as

the Cospel. But most use the law as the Gospel, ami the Gospsl
&8 # modified law. 'They heve no thought of the terrors of the
law, they do not reslise the tremdndous severity of God. They
do pot sea that one fractiowsl feilure, as it might s=em o the
human eye, yea unseen by that eye, would nevertheless debar for
ever from sccess into 3od's presence, for He is of purer ayea
than to behold inigquity. The magnitude of sin does not affect
fthe believer, as if that were the only matter of importance. He
ie conocerned am to everything related, but he is mot merely
concernsd sbout the eize of the sin before God, bPut the FACT of
the =2in before (Qod, yea, however small be his sir in the esteem
oi others, he says, Fardon mine iniguity for 1t 1s GREAT. The
grain of dust ias msa s besam withib his own eye, and He realises
his dependence upon that blood which clesnsETH from every sin,
Leaw 1g law it stanis for these who axe guilty without exception
it ean only condemn. It cen naver compromise, it ean never

excuse. God will pnot wary Els demands. God will not modify Hie

claimsg. He cepnpt alter Hio 8eccipion, He is in ome mind hni who
can turn Him? Thanks be unto God if there is the old covenant

which rply leads to bondsges, and answers te the Jerusalem whioch
now is. - if there ie the 0ld covensnt which involves the
casting out as of Hagsr end Ishmael; there is also the Jerusalsm
which ic above, there 18 the uew covenant in vwhioch ithere is no
cesting out. The Jerusslem which is sbeve ie aseccisted with
grece. I do want us to be clear abeut grace. Last week ourxr
Loving Lord =nsbled us to ses something of its wvelue, in Rom. 4.
e moticed that the rewsrd waa not reckoned of Erace, it id
impoasible thet there should be & legal reward in grace. Grace
heg nething to do with reward. It is free to the undeserving,
1t 1s = gift to those who have no merits. It is God's love te
the loveless, and unlovely, snd the Gospel is for SUCH. It is
the (Goapel of the GRACE of God. It 1s & good message, good
tidings of grest joy which shall be to all the people. iow

can there be great Yoy unless =in is righteocusly dealt with?
Uncertainty camnot bring great éﬂ?; a reversadh, or a possible
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reversal, camnnot bring grest PYoy. 1 must kmow that my eins aras
bletted ocui, erd that my acceptance depends complatsdy on the
finished work of Amother, beffore I can have the great Joy which
£411s the heart with %hi= praise. Oh how wondsrful it ir to
epter into the nature of the Gospel. The law said, This do and
thou shalt live. The Goagpel ssys, Live, and thou sghalt do this.
For the grece of God which brimgeth salvation hath sppeared, 1%
is also disciplining us; but it brings salvation to us Pirah; it
_1ntrudnnea us to a new sphere. We do not sin, becsu=e we are
UNDER grace. There is the authority of grace, and grace does not
mean we are to be ungracious, grace lces not mesu we are to be
ungrateful. We would not dc evil that good might come. Way, we
would seek to adorn the dootrine of God inm all things, and reflect
the glory of Him over Whose lips grace was poured, Who was full. of
gracs and truth, and of His fulness did we 81l receive, and grace
for grace. It is therefore our privilege to live as those who
have received this love, not that we may thus obtain salvation,
for we cennot obtain it. Ve HAVE d ready received it if we are
in Christ Jsaun.tif;r Ao we met thus that we may add to Bhrist's
fipnished work, or suggeat sny substitute for that which 1;
sbzolutely complete, but that we may make mapifest in a world
out from which we have been chosen that infinite meroy which
has been ehowered upon ue, snd that new standing which we have aa
those who &re a new areation in Christ Jesus our Lord. Belovyed
friends, I d_.q HEYX want us to be clear, as B company of those who
profess the Name of Christ, concerning law and Enupﬂl- The law
gen only demand a righteousness, 1t cannot give. It'can only
punish unrighteousness, 1t sannot excuse. But God has never
bouna Iiimself to law. Provided law stands, He can give, and
therefors in the Gospel He meets avery clesim of law, yet meets
every need of the helpless. He gives and gives freely without
money and without price, without merit spd without preparation.
We dc not deserve grace, we did not get ready for grace, wﬁ ai4d
not ask for grsce, but God gave grace. Before we turned to Him
He gg§§=i to turn us. If we saw beauty in Christ, 1t was becauae

our eyes were opened. If we came to Him, it was bhecouse we were
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drawn by eords of almightysnd invinwible love. "None of those
men which were bidden shell taste of My supper™ is the Divine
utterance. But who are to be brought thers? The blind, the
poor, the meimed and the halt. Not simply the blind OR the
poor, but the blind, poor. maimed., halt; as if fo say, thoae
who sre welcomed have all these four disquslifications, éhey
are lame, =nd they cannot walk thete; they are blind, sand they
cannot see their way there; they are poor. and camnot pay tec get
there. Eétrrthing must be absolutely free, and everything IS8
absclutely free: for the one Servant Who compels to come in,
compala the utterly helpless and compela the utterly hopeless,
of whom He not only takes hold, but ir whom He works =o thet they
are led there and changed; for Mephibosheth was brouftht to the
king's teble with his imperfection remaining. but we are mads
perfect through comelinesas put upen us, and ganaed to live with
s new life that we should walk in newneas of life. Oh, beloved
friends. that is the Gospel. ‘It is mot that we saked God te
save us, it is not that we gave our hearts to Him. It ie not

“4hat we improved ourselves in any messure, or that we xrp-ntnl ;

with a natural repentance. lave we repented? *T4a becsuse ﬂhriil

is exalted to giic repentance. Have we belleved? He that
believeth HATH BEEN begotten. It is not of him that willeth,
nor of him that rumneth, but of God That showeth mercy. Hereinm
is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us. The work
is Hls Trom beginning to end, He loved us vwhen we were dead in
sins, and quiockened us when we were dead 4in aine for Ly greace
have we been saved, through faith, and that not of ouraelves

it is the gift of Goi. Mot of works. lest any man ghould boast.
Aind in the ages to come He will show forth the exceeding riches
of ilis grace in His kindness on to us through Christ Jeeus, and
there will be 10 room inm the praises of heaven to may. Worthy
ig the Lamb, and I had a 1ittle willingness; but, Worthy is the
Lemb ALONE to receive all the honour and the glory. for He was
slain and redeemed us to God by His blood. We are not to look
to aslf at all. god began the work, and He “"ho has begun a good.
work in you will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ and

|
|
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axd the same chapter tells us, It 1sGIVEK to you on the behalf
of Christ to believe into Him. It is not that we came ta'uhrist
of ourselveas. Beloved friemds, the Gospel hides all pride from
man, and gives all glcry to Him Who has a right untc the glory.
Prom eternity God chose us amd our names were written in the

Lamb's book of Life. Were it not so we should wamler away

from Him with a wandering from which %here would be no returning.

B

Wher Antichrist srects his im.ge upon the earth, everyome will |
5 . e N
worship 1t apert from .hose whooe Dames were 'tiﬁtti'iﬂtf“'ﬁlih'twﬁﬁ

=
Book of Life This is the only deberring, this 1as the only

preventative. Grece has made a preventative for & great number

whom ne man ¢en number, and we to endless sges ahall ascribe

praise unte Him That loveth us sud loosed us from cur =sins in

His owm blocd, that we should be to the praise of His glory,

for of Him and through Hinm and to Him are sll things, tc Him be

glory for ever and ever. THAT is the Gospel of the graoce of God.

if you balieit any other Gospel you believe the woris of men, if

¥oa aet forth any other Oospel you are setting forth a delusion,

- ~.8nd you are lesding sinners to trust to themselves instesd of
| trusting to Christ. I know that God ean work beyond your words, »
I mow that when the Gospel is mixed up with human ideas of the

g T L

fleah, God often makes the Gospel the power that is His unto
salvation. In other words He saves men because of the Goapel
in spite of the dreoss that is mixed by them with the Gospel. He
preves that it is absolutely electing love, in that He saves in
such unlikely ceircumstavnces; and when men point out te us those
whe have been guickened in meetings where there is a confused
preclsmetion, we can only say that sets forth the more remarkably
— the abselutely irresistible and invimcible power ol the real
 @ospel. God is not limited to true human mesns, He can work in
spite of esarthly means, because He i the Almighty Ged. InHim
we trust, in Him we rest, And we dAesire that our hepe snd our
joy and cur testimony may not be what men do or what men say,
ffer what men have taught us. b3t as those who have been taught of
/ God, we wculd set Torth the Gospel of the grace of GOD, in the
prower of the Spirit of GOD.




