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HOUBE 8.

Before speaking of Houses, may I juat remind
you that at the beginning of the Bible, in the Beolk of
Genesis, we have brought before us CITIES, ot Tirst in
rather a sad wey. The first city wae, ag you remember
a city built by Cain, I mean thos {firat City of which we
lmow anything. I am not told about God's servant Pnoch
building a elty, I am not told ahouvt Noah tuilding & cilty,
but Cain bullt a city. And when we come on to the sons
of Noah, Shem, Ham and Japheth, we find cities menticned
in connection with those who were wicked. You remenbor
how there wss the beginnlng of the building of that city
of Babel, & which wae indeed a Babel, noll confusion,
everything upside down belfore God. You remember that
the next city specizlly birought before us, was the city
where Lot went to live, and the roecord suggests one
could get more business snd money by living thare, and
meny think of these things. So the cities always seem
to bring before us at first the thought of settling down
in the world, and seeking the things of a wicked earth.

Wiil you be zurpriscd to find thet there is
a thought very mucn 1ike this to do with the first

reference to houses? We find, 1f wa turn back to Genesis,
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to look for the first house, - I do not mean the first
HOUSEHOLD but the firet house, the first bullding of
this kind, - 1t is not =c easy for us to discover as
we should have thought. It seems to be brought heiore
us a3 a house in Sodom where Lot lived. How different
the erk a building of God's appointmont.

And so, just summing it wp, in the first part

of the Blble, the speclal thought iz thet God made a
GARTEN and men made CITIRS, that God'a servanta dwelt
in TUNTS, and that others dwelt in HOUSES, although
even in this Satan caused an imitation of some who were
E?i;?giVCﬁ in tentsa. You can see the thought. The
thought wes thils, that God's pcople were not %o think
that this world was their resting-plece, or this world
their enjowvment, or this awrld their amusement. They
had heavenly things, they were & heavenly people.
Abrshem had no Sodom for a city, he looked for THE Qity,
which hed foundsotions whose Builder and MNaker is GOD sus
Hebrews 11 shows. Abraham wee at his tent door when

God came to him, but Lot was first of all in the city
gate, and then inside his house when the angels cama to
hin. Abraham never settled down in this world for he
knew that this world was not his rest.

And eo when we come along rurther beyond the
firat Book of the Bible through the other books of Moscs

you will find there that God does not so much speak even

about His House. God did have a Tabernacle., God sald
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"Let them moke Me a Holy Place that I mey dwell among them.
@God did say that He would have His Sanctuary in the midst
of Israel, but there is not the special uwse of the word
"HOUSE OF THE LOKD", for God was teaching Ierael then they
were not to settle down in this world, and that they were
to be pllgrims, You would expect, and I should have
expected, that whore in Deuteronomy the Holwy Spirit again

and apain says "The PLACE where the Lord will choose to

put His Name there", you would have expectnd the words
"HOUSE OF THE LORD™ or something of that kind. But no,

dod seems to keep another word, so strangely coming agaln
and agein and again, - THE PLACE which the Lord will choose,
THE PLACE wrhich the Lord will choose, He leaves out the
reference to the CITY and the HOUSE for the time beling, but
after Israel reach the land we naturally expect that the
HOUSE will be mentioned more often. If in the Law of Moses
it 1s only mentioned about once or twice in this way, we
find that afterwards it is mentioned ever so many times

as the "House of the Lord". When we come to the book of
Joshua (6. 24), where there was & plocture of the Lord's
coming again, when there will be a settling down on this
earth they burnt the Clty with fire and all that was therein,
only the silver and the gold and the vessels of brass and

of iron they put into the treasury of the House of the Lord,
And in chapter 8. 25 we read concerning the Gibsonites,

"Now therefore ye are cursed, and thore shall none of you
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be freed from being bondmen, and hewera of wood and drawers
of water for the House of My God".

Then when wa come on to the Book of the Kings
there the word "EOUSE"™ comes more then anywhere else, in the
portion thet includes the chapters that some of us are just
learning, - I Kings 6 ~ 7, & 8, &h! How meny timee the
"pouge of the Lord™ is mentioned theve! During your holldays
you might, 8ome of you, try and find out how many times.
Ever so many verses contain tho word "HOUSE", snd that House,
the TEMPIE, iz ono of the Houses of which I want speclally
to apeak. I would speak nhoué three Houses.

The first Houwse is the HOUSE OF 'HE TFWPLIE.

The sescond House iz the House of e SPIEITUAL TEMPLE
of epiritual living stonesy.

£nd the third House, (wou will be very surprissd
to hear I am going to put it last, but I really want to get
two subjects wraoped up in one for you) the last House of
which I am going to speak is the first one, and it is not
ealled a House, but 1t has & word in it which explains that
it was a House. It is THE ARK.

I am not spealking about the Ark till the end.
It is the first House of which we read in Genesis for God's
people, a House ready to be lifted up from the sarth, because
they were not bo be settled on the earth.

How we come to the House in the Book of Kings.
Will you first turn with me to the Book of Kinga, and then
we will have a look at the Book of Chronilcles. I Kings 6, 1
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"The House of the Lord".verse 2 "The Ilouse whiel: King Solomon
built for the Lord" verse 3 "The House', verse £ "Phe Houss".
And so it goes on, referring to the "House"™ in all the
different versen. Then in the prayer in I Kingas 8, Solomon,
we are told, in the opening verse (13) seid, "I have surely
built.Thee a House to dwell in, & settled place for Thes %o
abide in for ever"™. I have built Thee & House %o dwell in,
a settled nlacet- That starts off a thought vwhich I hope will
linger long in our minds, « Wheit are tho descrlptions, or
the names, of the Temple-llouse that we have in the Blole?l
Hore is the first one "A SETTL'D PLACET Thet was the name,
The House of the Lord, or the House for the Lord was &
“sEmPIRD PLACE™.  The Taberncele was movsd about, and so we
do not even read of its FLOOR. It was peculiarly suggeative
of a heavenly people, so it was not to have a floor on the
eerth, But we are specially told about the foundaticns of
the TEMPIE, for that brings befors us & number of thoughts
of earthly blessing, when the Lord Ehall come back in the
Kingdom and reign over this earth, The Temple was a scttled
place. The staves that were made for the diffsrent Tthings
ir the Tabernmacle brought out the thought, « MOVING ABCUT,
But the TEMPLE was a settled place, fixed and firm, "A
SETTLED PLACE™, and if we look just this aftermoon at the
TEMPIE as & picture of the VORK OF THE SAVIOUR, of Whom it
wes & beautiful pleture, gurely all He did was so settled,

it was fixed, and the settled place makes us remember that

when He comes back agaln He will have a settled place on this
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earth and vreipgn for 1,000 yeare,

But we zhall find the names brouzht before us even
more c¢learly in the Book of Chvonicles, and not only the nemes,
but seme of the deserivtions, the adjeetives that deseribe 1it,
for everything in God's Wording is beautiful, I Chronicles
22, 5 tells us that David seid "Zolomon my son is young and
tender, and the House that is to be built for the Lord must
be execeecding magnificél, of fume and of glory, thiroughout
all countries, T will thereforc now m:le preparation for ith,
Here are throe words thet deseribe it, o if yoo will, four
words, = "EXCEFDINC MAGHNIFICAL" Whieh refers tc the graatroeasc
of 1t, 1lifted up high and exslted. God's House of "pim"
might rather, be for "WAIMR". The words sound alike, but
the translation "Namo" suggests more to me tharn the word "fame",
for some of you will remenmbor that we nad a tall on Pridey
night sbout the "Namo™ and how thot God said that His Name wes
thet Name J 8 H OV & H, and that He would put Hiz lName in
the House that was built. Vhen the peoplée bullt Bebel ther
said, "We will make us a nane,"™ but (Gfod had the Temple in Mi:z
City, and His Towoer or rather His Temple to kesp His ¥ame; -
not to MAKE Him a Hame for He had a glorious Wame, but to
put His glorious Name there. "FOR THE WAIE"™ that House wsasa,
and "FOR BRAUTY" for there was everything beautiful, to do
with thet House. And how grest and bhoautifwl is that aalvotion
of which the House affords e picture! We might juast notice
that in verse 10 of thls samo chapter part of the thought is

worked out again. "He shall build & House for MY NAME".
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And in verse 11 "Proaper thou and build the House of the
Lord" (JEHOVAE) that was the Name, THE LORD THY GOD.

Wo come elong next to the recond Book of Chronicles,
and hara(ﬂ, E}Ecloman sends a8 megsage to Hiram, eand 1t is
this, "Behold I build a House TO THE JIALE of the Lord my
God, to dedicete it to Him, and to burn before Him sweet
incense, with the continuel shewbread, and for the burnt
offering morning end evening, on the new moons and the solemn
feasts of the Lord our @God", It was the House for "The
Name™.  When the Lord Jesus Christ wallked this earth, truly
He was the House That had the Name. He was the Temnmle of
Bhe Lord, for He seid "This Temple™ end He"speke of the
Temple of His Body" and surely the Neme of Go¢ wus in Him,
for he was "GOD" and MANIFEST IN THE FLUSH. /He was "The
House for the Name", and that precicus salvation that God
gives away so freely is all centred round His Hamse. It
is not for man's glory. God doesm not save anybody simply
that the saved one might say "oh I am gaved: it 1s & great.
blessing™. No for something beyond this. It iz for HIS

OWN WAME that God saves, Everything in Israel was centred
round the Temple, and the Temple weg centred round God's
Hamo. God must be first. Do you worcder that when the
Lord Jesus taught His disciples e preyer He put God's liame
first? Do you waender that in that last prayer He speolally
made in John 17 there is such a stress, in the end of thot

prayer about God's Name?
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We caﬁe along further in 2 Cbronicles, and find
that in the 5th verce the House is called "A GRIZAT omn",
and then in verse 9 the House is called "“WOIDEFRFUL GREAT".
I think that some of these old English expresslons help
us to remember them, and they eoem =zo comprehensivse, =
"EXCFED ING MAGNIFICAL" end "WONDERFUL GREAT". I do not
200 how wo cen foréet them., They do not secm ordinary
English, and you know that we not only remembor thinzs that
we &are alrecady acqualnted with, but we often remember thinga
that are fresh much better then anything else. I woudsr if
you have thought of 1%, that if you want to heve a2 memory for
anything of God's Word there are two parts of gebting ready
for theo memory., TFirst of all, you must make the thing you
are ebout to learn as wsll known to you ss poazalible; secondly,
Yyou must seek to meke it es freeh as possible, so that jou
feecl you do not ¥mow anything about it. It sesms aa 1f you
cannot have there two things at once, but wher vou feel you
kmow a thing best I think you will feel that wou knew the
thing least, anid that 1s how you get such a big impression
that you cannot forget it. S0 that may be a 1little help
whether for the learning of the Greek, or the Hebrew, or thae
lezrning of the verses from Godls Word.

S0 then, we sre told thet this House wazs to be
"WOWDFRFUL GREAT" because it was to 4o with GOD. It wee to
be greet in such & wonderful way thot men could rnot tell the

fulness of that wonderful work. God's work is alwaya graater
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than people can understand. I it not so with God's
salvation? Who cen tell the height of that? And who cén
tell the depth of that? And who can tell the length of thet?
And who can tell tho breadth of that? HO-OIE. God's Salvation
is WONDEFFUL GREAT, And yet there are some boys and girle
even in our meeting this afternoon who have not been bLrought
to rejoice in this salvation which is wonderful great. But
God'a"wonderful great™ ealvetion waits to take away "wonderful
great™ sins.

And now we como along further, we find in 2 Chrongcles
3 that it 1s called the "House of the Lord" in the first vovse,
and the "House of God"™ in the second verse. I have not
referred to these two names wet, but we ought to notice them,
They do not mean the same, though the Person is the same.
God never took a Name without an extra meaning 1in it. Tke
Name ™GOD" makes us think of His greatness; the Neme "Lora"
makes us think of His Covenant Love, and if God showed EHis

GRGATHESS in that House He showed HIS LOVE TO EIS PEOFPLE =as
woll, 1t was the House of the LORD, the Lord Who showed

Himself at Horeb, the Lord Who brought Israel out from the
house of bondage. 1t was the House of the LORD Who saved

by Passover blood, = the HOUSE OF THF LORD. We come along
further, and find we have not yet exhausted the Names, In
chapter 7 we have God's roference to it, and God gives another
name. "The Lord appesred® says verse 7 " to Solomon by
night and said unto him I have heard thy prayer and have
chosen this place to myself for a House of Sacrifice". A
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HOUSE OF SACRIFICE. The Temple would not have been a fit
place for God were it net a House of Suacrifice. God
always dwelt where the blood wes., Let us think of the
refoerencos we have to God's dwelling in different places,
and we shall find that God dwelt wheve the sacrifice was.
You remember how in ono of the earliest Llessings it wﬁa
said that God would dwell in the tente of Zhem, and we go
on to find in the history of the femlly of Zhem that Abram
was plcked out, and he bullt en ultsr. Thern we come slong
to Egypt, =nd God could not dwell in Egypt, in the ordinary
way, but we cre told that when Izrael hed licusos thers, as
they did have houses when they were 1n that alavar;:ﬁzept
settling down in the world in 2 bad senze¢, they would have
1lifked to have hod 211 tents, When they wers in the houses
God said they were to put the blood cutside the houses, on
the docr of the houses vwhere they were, and God sédd "When
I see the Dlood I will pause over you". Not ™I will pass
by and go on", but "The Lord will PAUSE over the door and
will not suffer the destroysr to go in"., God would ATAY
I FRONT OF YIIAT DOCR, outside that door, in between those
inside and the Destroyer, and He wounld not sufler the
Destrojer to go in. God saw the blood, and God stayed
where the blood waa. It wes 80 in the Tebernuclo, not
only was there blood there, but blocé was in God's room,
speclaelly, on the mercy sest whers God met with sinmmers there
was blood., God met with Moses by the blood sprinkled merey-

seat. And the Temple, God's dwelliing=-place, was a House
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of Bacrifice. S0 we have many wonderful names &and
descriptions of the House of the Lord,

How we coma along next to consider tho place where
it was., 2 Chronicles 3. Then Solomon begen to build the
House of the Lord at Jerusalem in Mount HMorish where the
Lord appesred unto David his father, in the place that
David had prepared in the throshinge floor of Araunch the
Jebusite. Youw will notiee here that we have many statements
brought together, "In Jerusalem". That is mentioned
firat, ot only was Jarusalem the nema of the city, not
only did it mean the "“Place of Peace", but Joruealem looks
back very far, for HMelchisedec was King of Sslem, and thus
the thought poes hack to Genesis 14, AU Jerusalem, the
place that God had chosen, "IN MOUNT MORIAH"®™. This leads
us back to Genesis 22, At Mount Horiah slexe God had seen
to the providing of that Burnt Offering, for you remember
how when Abrasham with Isaac was told by God to go ©c Mount

Horish they were eapeclally instruocted that Abrahsm was to

offer Isasc on one of the mountains that God would tell hinm
of, Waen he came there, snd God provided the ram, he said,
"In the Mount of the Lord He shall be soen", Possibly he
meant "“It" shall be seen, as well, referring to the Tomple.
Perhaps he saw by faith the Temple and the Temple's Lord.
"In the mount of the Lord He shall be seen". God saw to
1t, and God was seen there.

But the words were added "“Where the Lord appeared

unto David his father™, "In the place that David had prepared
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in the thresning-floor of Arauneh the Jebusite". Here we
have the place and the threshing=floor Toth mentioned. An
interesting little study is here to work out. Tou will
find the purchuse of threshing=floor was one business
transaction, it was bought ln one way, end the place was
bought in another way, and thet tho place and the thrashing-
¥loor are distingulshed. The threshing floor is specially
mentloned in 2 Samuel, and the nlace is mentioned and a
differsnt sum of money paid for it in I Chroniecles =1, and
I believe that we might learn lessons from everytilng,—
perhaps you will have a look at 1t all sometime.

So wo bave the plece of the temple swuring up
several evants *that lied happened before. It =umnned up
God's appearing to Abreham, as well ag Melchisidec's
coming to Abraham. It summed up God's appearing to David,
you remember David had sinned and the sword wee sheathed,
and there was & sacrifice, so that this really symeé up

savelal plictures of the Lord Jesus. Helchisidec was a

picture of Christ, the ram that died for Isasc waz =
picture of Christ, and the sword being sheathed by a
sacrifice reminds us of Zec. 13 “Awake, O sword against Iy
Shepherda and against the Man that is My Fellow Saith
Jehoval of Hosts. Smite the Shepherd®. He the Saviour
of sinners was the true Sacrifice that met the sword of God,
THE ESAVIOUR OF SINNEKS,

We come next to consider how the temple was used

for the purpose for which it was bullt, = used in aceord
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with its name, It wae a pluce for GOD to dwell in, and
God made 1t His contre. A place of rcaerifice, 2né ohl
how many sacrifices there were thers, Ars you surprised
then that it was a place of prayer? I Kings 8 and
2 Ohroniclios 6 whowl#f us it was the contre for nraysr.
You romember Daniel's prayer soward Jerusslem., Boys
and pirle, ALL prayer rosts on & sacrifice, and you can=
not pray onees unleas you rert on a gsuerifiee, but if you
are trusting to One Sperifice you con elwaya 1‘1?.':1':_’..

Now wa come o anothor hounsoe, = The spiritonld
house of which we read esveeially in the Later Scriptures.
Will you come with me to lebrews 3. Here we are told
in verse 6 that Chriat 1s Son over His own houes, and
His poople are His house, and we are told again in
I Peter 2 that thoy are rnot only IF the houss, bui theat
they are living stones OF the housc, I Peter 2, 5. ''Ye
also as lively, (or 1living) stones are bHullt up &
gepiritual house, & holy priecsthood to offtr up spiritual

eacrifices acceptable to God by Jesus Christ", Here

is & spiritval house. The temple had grand stones in it,
but the living stones are better still., The temnle
stood fof yoara, and if sln had not come in it would

heve stood longer, But the living house of living stones
will stoand for ever. Who are theese living stones?
geripture says "ye also". Who are the "Ye also"? verse
3 tells us. Those who have tusted that the Lord is
gracious, these who have comes to him. Now that word

"to Whom coming” would have ¢ very wonderful meaning
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to the Jewish Christians to whom this letter was first
written. The Jewish Christians before they were Jewish
Christians used to call those who had become Jews
"proselytes" or "caming to" ones, and here the Holy
Spirit takes up the word and says "You are the 'coming!
to'ones, you have had to be spiritual proselytes though
you were Jews by birth, and you had to have & 'coming to!
not a religion but a person, not an earthly houvse but a
heavenly house™, In the olden timoa when Solomon wosa
king, he prayed that there might be thoss who would come
to that house from all parts of the world, but now in
the present time the house 1s & splritual house, and there
is the coming to that house from all psrts of the world,
and from all nations, and even those of the Jewish nation
have become proselytes to "™ecome to"™ = to Mcome to" that
preclous Savliour Who is the Centre for all and the Resting
place for all, who are brought by grace to believe in
Him. But you must not think that this is the only
passage in God's Word where we have the living stones

brouczht before us. We remember an epistle of Paul, the
Epistle sent round the churches of Asia, Eph. 2 #hich I
might start reading at verse 19 because there are a lot

of words here which all come from the word HOUSE, though
they are translated differently in English. I want you
to let me try and bring out all these words, starting at
verse 19. "Therefore no longer are ye strangers and away

from the houss, but ye are fellow citizens. of the most
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holy place, and of the house of God being bullt as a house
upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets Jesus Chrlst
Himself being chief corner stone, in Whom all the house
building fitly framed together is growing into a holy temple
in the Lord in Whom ye also are bullded together as a house
to be a fixed house of God in the Spirit. On account of
this, I Paul tho prisoner of Christ Jesus for you the
Gentlles, 1f ye henrd of the law of the house linked with
the grace of God that was given me with a view to you™,
So there is a groat deal about thoe house. God's people
are part of the house and in the house, and the great object
is that 1t may be a house for GOD. If we had looked back
before verse 19 we should have found references to the
tabernacle and the temple which make this passage yet more
clear for in verse 13 we fead "But now, in Christ Jesus,
ye who once were far off (outside the camp) became neer in
the blood of Christ™ ™Beeame mnear"™ was the term which
was used for the priests. "In the blood of Christ" refers
to the high priest coming near in the bloocd in the day of
atonement. "For He himself is our Peace Who made both
one, and has broken down the middle wall of the partition®,
That is the vell, not the veil simply in its Dbeauty but
the veil, as men had misused God's law and broken it, so
that the law became the enmity. ™In His flesh, even the
law of commandments contained in ordinances, having put
out of working order, that He might create the two in Hime

gelf into one new man, making peace, and might reconcile
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BOTH (Jew end Gentile) in one body to God through the cross,
having slain the enmity in Himself and having come He preached
to you, the far off ones, and peace to the near ones, because
through Him we have the access both in one Spirit to the
Father™, The word "Access™ is from the same root as the
word for synagogue or gatherling together, and here we have
the Lord coming to His temple end bringing them to have a

gathering together in God's presence as part of God's house.
Oh I wonder how many of those that are hore are parts of

this house, parts of God's house, living stones. They
cannot be 1living stones if they are dead. Boys and girls
you necd to ba born again with a new life. But hbecause

of that precious heavenly house of sescrifice, because the
Lord Jesus has made a way to heaven by His perfect sacrifice,
if you feel your need of a Saviour, you are welcome, as
welcome as could be to God's salvation, and thus you will
become in ages to come with ever so many others forming

part of God's house for ever and ever and ever.

Now we turn back to the book of Gesnesis. I want
to have a little talk about the ark-house. Will you come
to the 6th chapter. This only gives us another view of
the way of salvation, and oh, that these various picturses
may lead some to want that way of salvation, while still
God waits to glve it freely away, and oh that those of us
who do mow God's mercy may learn from this little study

more of the fulness and preciousness of Christ. Genesis 6.
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14. ™Make theed an ark of gopher wood, rooms shalt thou
make in the ark, end shalt pitch it within and without with
piteh and this is the fashion which thou shalt make it of.
The length of the ark shall be 300 cubits, the breadth of
it 50 cubits, and the height of it 30 cubits, = window
ghalt thou make in the ark, in a cubit shalt thou finish
it above, and the door of the ark shalt thou set in the
side thereof with lower second and third stories shalt thou
make 1it. And behold I, even I, do bring a flood of waters
upon the earth to destroy all flesh wherein is the breath
of life from under heaven, and every living thing that is
in the earth shall die, but with thee will I establish my
covenant and thou shalt come into the ark, thou, and thy
sons, and thy wife and thy sons wives with thee. 0f every
living thing of e&ll flesh, two of every sort shalt thou
bring into the ark to keep them alive with thee", and so it
goes on. MNow here we have a wonderful picture of the

work of the Lord Jesus. You wlll notice that the ark is
linked with one person. Noah, and there was only ONE ark,

with ONE door, for ONE family, who were kept alive there.

So now there is but one way of salvation, but the family is
larger, it includes all God's people. I am glad that inside
that ark there were people who "belonged™ as it were to all
the different races. If we think of the world as divided

up into the nations of Shem, Ham, and Japheth, then we can

say that there wss somebody belonging to each one of those
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nations inside the ark., God arranged 1t to show that He
saves out of all nations into one family. The family was
a family of many nations, and so is God's wonderful family
now, and all of them wore there simply by the work of Noah.
It 1s not "I have seen ALL righteous" but "THEE have I seen
righteous™ in Genesis 7. 1. ™I'HEE have I seen righteous",
What an interesting thing it would be to collect the
passages where God says "I have meen". "I have seen righteous"

"I have surely seeon the afiliction™, "I will see the blooad™.

All the seeings thel'God has, would I am sure be an interesting
sub ject. If you want something more %o do to~morrow before
the Bible school, there is s amething.

Going back to Geneais 6 we find that this ark,
pleturing salvatlon is speclally said to have been made.
Note verse 15 "Make" and the word "malke"™ keeps on coming,
until we get 1t in the 22 verse as well. ™Thus did Koeh
according to all that God commanded him, so did he", but
that word "aid" is the word "make"™. ‘Mede, made, made,
made, and some of us are so glad for a finished work, a

made worl. Salvation has been made., The last words of
Psalm 22 are "They shall come and declare HIS righteousness
to a people that shell be horn, because HE MADE". The
work of the Lord Jesus 1s His making, it is all done, a
finished work. And this leads us to notice that the ark
especlally said to have a finishing off in verse 16,
referring to the window with its 1light, and there was not
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spiritually, end the word for that light is strsngely
connected with another word to do with oll and may bring
before uas the thought of the 1light the Holy Spirit gives

to those who are in Christ Jesus. Inslde that ark there

was the finishing off "In a cublt shalt thou finlsh it above®™.
I referred just now to the fact thore was but one door, and
the name for the door interestiaus, in verse 16 it is the

"opening™. Ah but you remember that in the next chepter we

are told that after Noah had gone in, a2t once thaere waos a
change, As soon as Nosh and his fomlly hed gone in there
we are told the Lord shut him in., Genesis 7. 16. There
is an opening in salvetion now, it is very open for those
that feel thelr need, aund those who feel the wrath of God
1s coming and those who are brought into the one family.
It is very open, but there will be a closing one day. The
¢losing did not harm Noah. The closing only made more

clear that he wss safe, but the closing closed others outside.
Coming back to Genesis 6, I want you to notice that

14th verse again, "Make thee$ an ark of gopher wood, thou
shalt piteh it within and without with pitch®™. Now the word
"gopher™ end the word "pitch™ are similar sounds to one
another in the Hebrew, and the word "Piteh" which comes over
twice brings before ws the thought of atonement, for it is
the word "atonemont" or the word "covering"®. "Cover it

within and without with a covering™ so inside that ark Noah
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haﬁ a twofold covering over him, a covering that he could see,
and a covering that God would see, as it were within and
without, the ark was coverdd with a covering. Do you wonder
that the word used for "atonement™ in the Seriptures is often
but in the plural? We need a twofold wovering in atonement,
One covering to cover us, and another to meet our sins and %o
cover them. So we read in Leviticus 17 of the soul and the
blood. M"The soul of tho flesh is in the blood, and I have
given it to you upon the altar to make a covering upon vour souls™.
"Upon the altar" that is dealing with the sins. "Upon your
souls® the other part of the covering. There is a twofold
covering for God's people and so, within and without,there was
the covering in connection with this one arik. And I do not
think it is an accldent that the word for the wood has & similap
sound, it reminds yet more that God's ark of safety is all
beceuse of the precious finished wurﬂ{ that precious atenemsnt
of the Lord,

There are 'a number of other things at which we might

lock. THave you noticed that word rooms is said in the margin
2o be nests? and thet is how it is trenslated elsewhere; 1t

is never elsewhere translated room, this is the only place.,
What a beautiful name is given to the reating places of those
who are saved in the ark, - Nests! Then again we are told how
that this was to be pitched within and without. Now that ex-
pression "within" is the word that is linked with the term for

& house. Then the three sto¥ies seem to have an interest in
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verse 16, Not only was there the lower, but the second
and the third stories were added. Three seems often in
Seripture, the number of a completeness. You remember
how in comneetion with the tebernacle there was the court,
there was the holy place, there was the holiest of all.
And here we have the thought of o complete work to do with
these three stories. I expect there ave ever ao many
more lessona wrappoed up In them, and ever so many more
lessons wrapped up in all the other parts of the teaching,
but oh!. boys and girls! - I wonder what the result of
our little talk together this afternoon will be to you.
Will it be simply a little more knowledge in the head?
If so, I AN disappointed. What we long is that God may
cause some of you to feel there is as real a flood coming
as that flood which drowned a whole world, when a family
was saved., There is as real a flood of judgment coming
that will destroy a whole world, but there is a familg
that is being saved. The entrance to the family of Noeh
was by birth, and because of a link with him there was
salvation, The entrance to Christ's family is by & new
birth, and with Him there is always salvetion, and He, the
Saviour welcomes sinners still, He, the Saviour, still
has an opened door. We do not lmow how long it will be
opened, we do not know when God may show His judgments in
a very terrible way, but we now that God still welcomnss

sinners, that they may not be destroyed with the world under
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the wrath, the eternal wrath, the felt wrath of God. God's
mercy is free, God's salvation is lasting. Oh! that it
might belong to some of you, to allﬁ;nu, - for we cannot
feel that God brings continually into thiz meetlng mersly
in vain, we believe that God means to save some, and our
prayer ls that He will, tecause of Hla graue, because of
the work of Christ, because of the quickening of tho Holy
Spirit, and in answer to the prayers, end words of dod's

people.



