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ADDRESS TO PARENTS.

By Mr. P. W. Heward,

At Forest Gate, 1l6th March, 1914.
PROVERES 4,

One feels & ocertain delight, dear friends, in the
atmosphere, 1f I may so call it, of the fourth chapter of
Proverbs. All Soripture is given by inspiration of God and
is profitable, but different parts of Seripture have different
agspects. In the 4th chzpter of Proverbs we have brought before
us an ENTHUSIASM for the Truth of God. Who oan forget the words
about not forgetting? Who cam miss the powerful impetus wrapped
up in the message of verse 7. "Wisdom is the principal thing, get
wisdom, and with all thy getting get understanding™. Here we
behold a REAL enthusiesm for the wisdom that is from above. "Good
doctrine”™ in the languasge of verse 2, is brought before us, as
that which becomes an ornmament of grace and s orown of glory. No
decorations, no outward show, can ocompare with this. ILloreover,
we notice that wisdom is not simply for the mind, "When thoun goest
thy STEPS shall not be straitened™, "The PATH of the Jjust is as the
shining 1ight™. It is not only "Get wisdom" but "EKeep thy hesart
with all diligence™. "Poander the path of thy feet". If the heart
is right the feet will be right as well, and thus ﬁe have a stress
on the whole man devoted to that which is from God. Now we camno%t
roed a chapter like this without sadly feeling that human conceptions
have gone away from this Divine model. Other things engross; to the
ma jority wisdom is NOT the principal thing. It is quite a secondary
thing. Daily business, whioh may be most useful, ococupies an
entirely wrong positiop if it interferes with the heart exaltatior
of wisdom. Daily food, which 18 necesaary, may become most harmful
if it usurps the position that belomgs to wisdom. Daily sleep,
very desirable, may become but lazy self-indulgence if it interferes
with the primary position of wisdom. Visdom is the principal thing
apd remember that the fear of the LORD is the beginning of widdom,



2.

04 we read of wisdom in comnection with faith whicgh is IN CHRIST
JESUS, for 1t is nowhere else. Ah, this conception of life has been
banished from the sdvanced twentieth century, but 1% remelns in

the Soriptures, and 1t should be in the heartd of the Loxd's
redeemed. Everything of earth will take its right position if
wisdom is the principal thing, but if anything gquarrels with

wigdom and disputes wisdom's supremady, the whole life will dYe

a wreok snd a rulr. I do not mean there will be & manifest

wreck and ruin. Much may be succesful before memn, but before

God 1t will be a wreok and a ruin. I suppose in nothing is there
more menifest the departure from this chapter than im connection
with the treining of children. It 1s a remarkable thing that
education which professes to deal with wisdom is thet which leaves
true wisdom out slmost more than all else. Educstion at the present
time hes other objeacts, the passing of certain exsminations, &
reputation for kmowledge, a business prosperity; these thingse may
geem desirable, but wisdom is the principal thing. I have not the
glightest doubt but that if wisdom is in the right position, there
will be a true mentsl progress. I do not think for one moment

that if widdom is rightly exalted there will be a failure. A
believer may expect to lose for the Lord in this world. We reslise
that the world is still the place where Christ was ocrucified, bdut

a believer need not expect that his mentael powers will be damaged
by being a believer. His hesd should be clearer, snd more gble

to see a way through difficulties; he should be quicker at matters
of daily occupation than those vho have not the guieting power of
the indwelling Spirit of God, thanm those who have not the controlling
snd trsining power of the Scriptures that God has given. Oh, it is
sad to realise that instead of wisdom being the centre, other things
becoms the cenmtre, and children are growing up without the primcipal
thing, in a nominally Christian country, and even IN CHRISTIAN
FAMILIES, - yes, myriads of children are growing up in these days
throughout this vast city without the stress on WISDOM as the

principal thing. I need herdly say that God's work in connection
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#1th the Bible School stands definitely by this wondrous verse.
We 3o not take any particular motto, for we have 80 meny. The
whole Scripture is2 to be emphasized in & Bible School, but if

eny verse could briefly sum up the atftitude we wounld seek by
grace to teke, resting on the basis of the Lord's wondrous
salvation, it is this,"Wisdom is the principal thing, therefore
get wisdom, and with all thy getting get understanding. Oh that
the day will dawn when meny Christisn parents will soct upon this
pessage with a fulness of activity never before exampledl for
thougk there are always encouragements in the Lordi's work among
the children, do not think, beloved friemds, that we have by any
means reached the goal I have in view. I regard the work still
as in ite pioneer stage. Years sgo thoughta were before me of
something to be more fully developed upon these lines, ard I
believe with further searching of the Seriptures, ome can see
there is much to be acocomplished. We are but at the beginning,
but what is needed is that some should have the privilege of
teking a definite stand, that wisdom may be the centre of their
children's education and that so our ploneerwork may be gone
through more guickly, with its fulness of resunlts to others.

A deeply solemun responsibility is 1laid uporn Christian parents

in this metter that the work may go forward TO THE GLORY OF GOD.
But though I have read Proverbs 4 and would desire thet its
message might linger snd more thanm linger in every mind, Proverbs
4 was not the particular passage before me. It is so difficult
to say all one would; time is short, language is weak, =and one
longs that 8ll the &ifferent circumatances of the hearts, known

in their fulness only t0 God might be deslt with by His Truth.
Who is sufficient for these thinmgs? With oms of o0ld, we must sy,
We are not sufficient of ourselves to think anything as of ourselves,
but our sufficiency is of God. Oh thet God Himself may cause His
Word to be with power to-night that every believing heart, whether
of a parent or not, may be concerned as to the fuller knowledge of

the Truth srd as to the responeibility for training ALL in any



measure entrusted to one's care! apd oh that there may be in this
gathering, as in all our gatherings, that jJjoy which Scripture says
is in hoaven over those who are brought to repentance, - whether
unsaved ones savel by infinite graoce, or savel ones reocovered to
a fuller end fuller repentance that they may have a fuller and
fuller enjoyment of the knowledge of the Truthl I cannot suit
every ciroumstance with my words, but that 3od may conviot us
all if we are putting wisdom in a secondary place, or if there
are defectas in our training of those cormittted to our care that
¢0od may convict us all, is I em sure, not alone my heart's
desire, bdut that of many.

W1ll you turn first to Eph. 5, "Be ye therefore followers
of God ae beloved children”. The "therefore” looks back to
ch. 4. 32, and the whole context is deeply practical to those
who are "in Christ Jesus™. MNay 1 at the outset sey, beloved
friends, that thie expression,"Be ye followers (or imitatora)
of Gecd™ oan only apply to those who mre Ged's ochildren, and we
4o well at the beginning of every such meeting as this to ask
ourselves 1f we are actually His dear ochildren. Ve are thinking
of training the children, of training those children wWho are
committed to our care, but have we first a child's relationship
to a heavenly Father? Ah, this must come st the beginning. for
1f our knowledge of God be only mentsl, if our scquaintsnce with
Pruth be only superficial, 1f there has not been a deep heart
work that we have seen ourselves as loast sinners and been
gquickened by the Spirit of God end ©beheld the finished work of
the Lord Jesus on Calvary for us the worthless, if this has not
been our experience, then the exhortations of Soripture can REYER
be put into practice. Soripiture describes a sipner as dead, and
s dead man csnnot do living works. The importsnt question which
oomes first is not, How s#hall I train my children? But, Am I &
child of God myaselft? If THAT can be satiafactorily answered,
the believer must fsel waighted down with the responsibilkity
of training othera in the midst of a ruined world, bdbut the
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weighting down 1is sccompanied by a liffting up, if there 1s a
confidenocs in the Living God and a willingness to put His will
first in everything. In EVERYTHING, beloved friendsl! 1I%¥ is
easy to put God first one day a week, or at least to profess

se to do. It 1e easy to give up certain thinge for God, it 1is
ensy to show certain interest in the things of God, but there

18 not the true rejoicing unless there 1s a devoted willingness
to put God firet in EYER?THIHG. Surely such a thought must

come with heert-searching power to each believer. The fear of
men bringeth a snare. the appleuse of man bringeth more than a snare,
the power of oustom is likewise that which drags down. What we
need is to be emsnsipated from our own opinions, and from other
people's opinions, and be enthralled by the will of God. Be ye
imitators of God ss dear children. I 1like the word "imitator"
in such a eontext ss this, for we 21l know what a true imitator
3a. You will recollect how (od's dear servant Paul vwhen writing
£o the Corinthien balievers, sa¥d, Become imitators of me, as 1
am of Ohrist. The same word is here. Be ye imitators of God

a8 dear ochildren. What 18 the underlying thoughtt Is it not
this? - A dear child, & beloved child, naturally imitates &
PARENT. You recolleat how on another occasion We saw the
precious words of Phil. 2, where Timothy served with Paul AS A
SON WITH A FATHER. This is as 1f the apostle said, I want to
gshow you how earnest he was, and I capn £ind no better examplp of
it then s son with & father. Here is @ beautifpl deseription of
the harmony that should exist in homes. And likewlise here we
have brought before us the imitsatdon that shounld be manifest in
homes. Be ye imitst ors of God as dear children. Now this aspect
of God's Truth is deeply important. I wonld repeat 1t:- THIS
ASPECT OF GOD'S TRUTH IS DREEPLY IMPORTANT. Be ye imitators;

a child imitates & parent. Have you felt this, dear friendas?
Your ohildren imitate you more theap you think, in numberless
wags, somstimes reproducing your worst qualities very exaoctly.

Imitation 1a not always consclous. Imitdtion depenks upon an
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aetmosphere, depends upon a CONTINUANCE, depends upon 2 position
of continual nesrmess. I know that you ¢can see = persorn once

and imitate him, but THAT is more affected, thet is more ocovseious.
The imitation whioh is unconscious, snd most resultful. takes place
dsy by day, dsy by day in the home. We know how that a continual
drépping of witer csn wear away the hard stone, and the tiniest
things repeated are more resultful than we are ept to fmsgine. I
do not want to identify ochildren and parents too elosely, So as

to make parents directly respomsible for EVERYTHING that their
children do, but I believe the indirect responsidbility ie far
vaster than we are apt to scknowledge. You give me a book with

an index, &and I will know something of the book from the index.
You give me 2 ohild,s»d he or she shall be the index to tell me
something of the psrermt. It may be that the index does not gilve

a full =nd failr scoount of all that the psrent is, but 1t will
give a gemeral idea. It is remarkadle how children malke their
Jdesls. pnaturally aend rightly exalting their parents and copying
their parents, dut oh, does not this bring a great responsibility
upon a parent? If your child is imitating you, be careful what your
do. You 3id not read the Soripture to-day, ocan you be surprised
if your child does not read it to-morrow? TYou put the things of
God plasinly second in the home during this year, can you he
suprised 1if your ochildren put them second in the home next year?
You thought that meetings sround God's Word were not of the
grestest importancs, can you wonder if your children will draw

the inference whaen they grow up they need not put meetings around
God's Word as of very great importsace? A parent should be very
careful as to his or her actione. Children notloce omisslons as
well as what is done. You omit certain things, the child 3oes not
at first notice you omit them, but the child notices the RESULT of
the omission. If only you had done those things there might have
been en imitetion in the doing of them. Ah, dear frienis, do not
think apy of your actions are small, = parent is never off 3duty.

Just 28 a king nseds to be very careful how he aects, for all that
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he dces is watched and remarked upon, a parent in the shhere of

of his kingdom, or hers, must necessarily be careful as to tiny
things, for the subjects of THAR kingdom are watching. It is
deeply important, deeply important that the parents should do

that which 1s to be imiteted , that which is te be copled.

Unless you love the Lord with & deep love, and lcva the things

of God intemsely, how can you wish to be copied? Oh, A0 not

think that 1f you neglect the Scripture you are cnly robbing
yourself, you are misleading your childrem. But, you say, If I

40 811 that I should do.... Ah, no, I will not put it 1ike that,
those wWho know anything of their shortcomings will herdly use

such words, rather let me put it thus, You say,"If I do seek to
obey the things of God and to carry out His precious arrangements,
my children seem 1o be so different on some thingse, they sre 8o
hard to train, so herd to control, they do not imitate me on all
points™. Thers is not mmeh doubt thet children DO vary in their
imiteting, both in the degree snd in the manner. Some of the
children aere affected most by some mctions, and others by ather
actions. Moreover, the lines underneath in the 0ld-fachioned
copy-book are not so well written as the model copy. A parent
will doubtless feel +hat the children oftem do cause grief in

that they are not as the parent would have them; but, dear friends,
here 18 no argument for carelessness as to the mcdel copy, rather
an argument for more emphasis op exsctness, particunlarly as the
responsibility of a psrent is a respongibility that cannot be
glienated, a responsgibility unto God. Whan this passage came before
me this morning, I felt it would juet have God's message for this
evening, or part of God's message The children ere imitatlng,
beware how you mct, do not think anything is too small. If you
are impstient the childiren w411l be impstient; 1f you are crreless, ~
the etrildren will be carelees; if you are varisable, the children
%111l be wvariaedle; if you are in3dolent, the children will be
indolent; 1f you sre changesble, the chiliren will be chengeable;
if you ere antrothful, the children will be untruthful; if you are
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proud, the shildren will be proud. Imitation is more resulifu)
than we realise.

But thers was snother verse that wsse before me, ena
in time, before the other passsges thet I have mentiomed. I
Tolt I would take 1t LAST,- it comes in a very etriking context,
end I only want to teke part of a verse. I refer to 1 Cor. 7 and
the last clause of the 14th verse. The whole verse reads thus,
"The unbelieving husband 1is sanotified by the wife, and the
unbelieving wife is sanctified by the husband, else were your
children unclean, bhut now are they holy”. I take it that s
passage of this nature at onoce presents problems. An unbeliever
sanctified! 7Your children indisariminately spoken of ss holy?
What is the meaning? At the ocutset I fesl it is an invitstion
to a8 very careful word-by-word study of the Scriptures. Oh, dear
friends, how much ruin has been brought about throuvgh careless
searching of Beripture. Do not think that the Greek snd Hebrew
classaes for the boys anid girls are simply with a view to mental
advancement, - their mental properties are very real, but beyond
mental advancement there is the deep importance of a true EZnowledge
of the exact words @od usee. OCh, how many preocious Jewels some
have Pound through looking into the exact words @God hss employed,
but how many whep they become older feel, rightly or wrongly,
that they cannot egpend their time and that they have not etrength
to learn the Greek or the Hebrew. W# -uly they had learned as
children! Do noft deprive your ohild .o of this privilege, do not
make it & matter of emall importance, encourage them. Undoubtedly
there are difficuliies 1nm the study, that which 1s attained
without diffioulty is usuelly of little worth. I know there 18
ONE thing as an utterly free gift, salvation; but spart from that
God does not approve of men waiting till they recelive things. We
do not sit still that our food may come to us, there is need for
work. We do0 not eif still that information may come to us, thers

18 need for mental work. The same term is used here for
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"sanotified" and "holy", but the root 1des of the word x=

"holy" both in Hebrew and Greek i1s "senaration". So mmoh is

this marked out in the Hebrew that a man who 1s separated to

evil is ocalled by the ssme nmame. Oh, you say, does that wesken
the foroce of it? By no mesans, it strengthens it, for the thought
secms8 to be that the word "holiness™ means "separation™, dbut if

it is a spparation to GOD, 1t MUST involve holiness of character,
(Heb. 12. 14), hence the derived meaning of purity and righteousness,
but not Yhe derived mesning from separathon, but from the faoct
that 1% 18 separation TO GOD. Ah, wherever He is there must be
holiness. Here, therefore, we have one word rendered in 4wo
different forms, - sanctified mand holy. A thought comes into
one'es mind that thie passage was continuslly "illustrated™ among
the Corinthian believers. There were those who hal been heathen
140l worshippers before they were saved by grace. {Ah, desr friends,
we have many privileges in these days:- how different it would be,
1f, when we went out to-vmight, we found idole at all the corners
of the streets and found 1dol worshippers all round about ue, -
what privileges we have in these dsys, we little value them.)
There were some, yea.many, among the chrietisns to whom the
apostle wrote, who had been 1dol worshippers in wicked Corinth,
but the grace of God hed saved some of them, and they realised
their responsibility to live to please Him, snd some of them

woere conoerned as to the method of desling with problems. They
would sey, My wife, or my husband still serves idols, oan 1
possiblg live ip such a house? It was to TEIS that the apostle
referred. Now teke the word "set apart”™ which 1s the 1dea of

that rendered "sanctified” and that rendered "holy" and yon have
the force of the passage. The unbelieving husband is set apart,
the unbelieving wife is set apart, else were your children unclean,
but now they are set apart. There was no thought that children
were maturally holy to @God for we are all as an unsclean thing, and
g1l our righteousnesses as Pilthy rags. Excapt & man be born from

above, he cannot gee the kingdom of God. By nature, there is mnone
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righteous, no not one. Eow important therefore to know the
meahing of the exsct words that the Holy Spirit uses, for Lere
are not my words dut HIS. The argument therefore is Just the
oppoaite to thet which an English reader might at first draw
from it. It is this, one might say, my husband is an idoleter,
end I have been seved by grmce, I was an idolater before dut
grace has laid hold of me, and made me one of the lLord's people,
I long that he may be saved, but, oh, how can I live where there
is an idolater? The Holy Spirit says, as 1t were, the husband
is set spart, you ean live still in thet same house, You could
not have Pfriendship with other idolaters, but where there is a
RERATIONSHIP 1t still remains. Ore might say, "How do I know
thet?" Why, says the argument of the apostle, 1f it were not
the case you would need to turn children out of doors, because
they are born sinmers, but you do not Act thus. They ere set
epart, you do not sayfthey are to be ocast out of the door till
they are saved by grace. So that the passage IMPLIES that they
are born Sinmers, and the need for the gquickening of the Spirit
of God. But my reason for bringing it up this evening is to show
the force of that word "Your children are set apart”. Por whom?
'"Pis not the thought of holiness to God here, as we have just
peen, but a setting apart for some who are related to them, ¥or
whom? Their perents. Beloved friends, 3o you see the foree of
the words of Soripture? God'a Holy Spirit specislly uses this
word "set apart™ in comnection with children and their parents.
Phe children are entrusted to YOUR care. They &re set spart for
YOU, =nd YOU need to be devoted to them. O©h, let me plead for
this! T am not pleading for merely physical kindness to the
children, - many parents show that; they are afraida if their
children ere 11l physicaelly, but they are not 8o concerned as
to mentel losses and mental ilnesses. 1 do no%t mesn by mental
illnesses those which are cormonly oalled 80, but the short-
coming mind, the 1ll-trained mind. Msary a parent would bhe

alaTmed if the child's body did not develop, 1f# the child grew
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into some abnormal shape or form, but because the nind cannot
be seen, its leck of growth 18 not noticed! and beyond the
mind there 1s the soul, and because these are no$ seer they
are often put second and third and last. Oh, my friends, how
much more time is gpent on the body than on the mind and the
soul. Food for the hody is needed, clothes are needed as
covering for the body, but the mind is more important, and the
sonl 1s more iImportant thavn all. Oh, how one would plead with
parents to emphasize this, in the words of Prov. 4, Wisdom is
the prineipsl thing, ani the fear of the Lord is thebeginning
of Wisdom, and Christ 4s the Wisdom of Geod. I have felt concern
that parents shounld have [shall I say?) more companionship with
thoir children, and this verse struck me as appropriaete in such
a connection. The children are set apart for YOU. Do not make
uy your mind to have a number of other friends, make friends
with your children. I 3o not mean a levelling dowan between the
parent and the ochild. The parent is always in authofity, the
¢hild will not become unduly familiar if you show a right
friendship. It is when the parent has other friendships that
the ohild becomoes rule and careless of the parental authority.
A right friendship is deeply impnrtant. Do not think of other

frlenas. You must egleot somet ingAtﬁzgfgga;ttracfp;e.- then
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negleot otherﬁfrifn&Ships, apgend pour time on the ohildren, let
THEM be your éompanions more and more. Do not think this is a
waste of strenmgth, be with them, enter into that into which they
enter, take en interest in their Blble School stundies. Oh, you
sey, I cannot do all this, I have something elee to do, &nd
something else, and something else, and something else. MNany of
the things one HAS to do are largely increased because of a
failure to do what one SHOULD HAVE DdﬁE. Train the children
aright apnd they will decrease your work, fail to trzin them aright
and they will increase i1t. Have a companionship with the ohildrenm,
spend your strength upon them, be devoted to them. But a word in

this connection about MISTAKEN eympsthy. It is remarkable how
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oftentimes mistaken sympathy is shown. I dare say you have sll
met persons, wWho, when you have not been feeling over well and
perhaps have shown it in measure on your face, have expressed
their deap sorrow that you are S0 unwell, and have called
attention to the faost that your fase indicates this, and they
have made you feel a good deal worse then you did befors.
Mistaken sympethy is one of the most dangerous things existing;
end I suppose that if a c¢hild ocomplains, - end children of all
ages are apt to complain, - I suppose that there is the tendenocy
10 synputhise with the compleint, to sympathise with the murmuring.
I feel this perxrticularly in connection with God's work through
the Bible Scheol. I realise that it is almost = necessary result
of Bivie Sahodl work, perticularly with Greeik and Hebrew clasees,
that the chlldren will sometimes say to their parent,"Oh, I cannot
d0 this? or "I cannot do that", and there will arise a little of
that freffulpess of appearance aud manner with which an unwise
parent will sympathise, only to develop the mental illness that it
betokens. If there be encouragement instead of disooursgement,
if the child be taught to rejoice in vimtory over difficulties,
there will be a real advantage to the mind, and God may use 1t
in connection with the study of Soripture to be a wonmderful
spiritusl blessing AFTERWARDS, for I am sure of this; everyone
who is & child of God and knows anything of aifficulties in the
Ohristien l1life fesls his or her need for more spiritusl backbone
(shell I say?), more determination of character, and how often
we have weakenasd our character by the childlike, or rather childish
tendency to give up when difficulties come. ¥ay, the parent should
encourage the child to surmount the difficulties. It 48 & cruel
kindnegs to act otherwlise. Most affeotionstely, yet earnestly,
would I plead with every parent NOT to indulge in mistalen
symnpathy.

There are many things that I could say, but ny time
48 simost gone. You will notice this passage impliwes that there

must be a separation frbm the things of the world by a believing
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parent. The Christiana at Corinth thought, We cannot have anything
to do with those who are wrong, those who are of the werld,and the
Lord said in this case you oan live in the same house, implying,

do not have fellowship with the world except you have s Divine
warrant for it. Now herein is a deerly important thouzht. Dear
Christian parents, and Christian friends, who have responsibilities
ir this matter, I appeat to you not to go a little into the world;
your ochildren will go further. Xet there be a stending sloof from
worldiliness, and from those things which drag down. Do not say, -
The children must have some of those worldly pleasures and treasures,
teach them that there are greeter pleasures ard treasures 1n the
things of God. Nothing can be compared with the things of God.

You know the model home given in Deut. 6; there the Soriptures are
mentioned and God eays, Thou shalt tatk of them when thou walkest
in the way, when thoun sittest down, wher thou risest up, alweys

the Scriptures as the topic of conversation. But, you say, it
cannot be. Well, dear friends, these are not my words, they are
the Words of the Spirit of God. It 1is not that you objJect to the
Bible Schdol, not that yon objeet to whst I am saying, that is =
small matter, but if you refuse, you are objlecting to the words

of the Spirit of God. Ah, you say, we fall short. Granted. We all
fall, but there is the model %o encourage us on, if we have tested
+hat the Lord is gracious. We ocannot have too much of the things
of God, in the right position. The things of earth are all fsading
away, and they are vanishing, the things of carth will not last,;
what we went is to have a stress upon the thinge of God, they are
precious, - priceless beyond 811 valne. We CANNOT know too much
of what God has segid. It is my deéire in the Bible School to be
privileged by God to encourage the children to & resl enthusiadm
for the Scriptures. I long that God may aall them by His grace
end make them His, that they may know the preaiousness of what 1t
is to be in Christ Jesus, and THEN the enthusiasm that at first is
meptal will indeed be spiritual. When one looka around, and sees

those who are growing up with a listlessress a8 to everything, one
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1s slarmed. My experience is in running across various young men
in the present dey that there is not much determination of characger,
one often sees yound men make up their mind to take wp some study
end drop it very quiockly agmin). Vhen one looks on all this
listlessness of to-day, one feels, Oh, the need for an enthusiasm
that will put on one side those things which are of small worth,
or no worth st all. The apostle vwell said, Bodily ezercise
profiteth little, but godliness is profitable for all things.

S0 we may say as to sll else, erdinsary esduocation, so-called,

and often sccompanied by that which damages the nind, ordinary
education accomplishes but 1little, - Salvation is MUCH more,
godliness 18 resultful, wiasdom i3 the principal thing. get
wisdom, and with 8ll thy getting get understanding! As, iear
Ifriends, we sesk in the Bible School to spend our time ani
strength in encouraging the ohildrsn in these preciocus stuidiss,
let us have the fullezt support of those who have any influence
wvith the children, whether in the home or elsewhere. It is our
privilegze, tc encourage the childeen, and to emphasisze their
perente' authority, but here is our diffieculty. To the child,
and rightly so, the parents decision is a very high court, but Af
ore 8egision 18 givewm in the Blble School and the higher court of
the homs contradicts the decision, the child's position 1s
considerably hindered. Lot there be a loysl whole heaxrted support
of the methods which God has graciously laid on our heart. The
work of the Bible School, as you know, ocouples time and prayer
and strain. You, dear friends, ir the home have LITTLE of this,
in connection with the Bible School work. Let your small fraction
of ibtexrest, 1 am mot speaking of it dispsregingly, but I mean in
conneation with the amount of time that those of us have to give
in this matter, let the smell fraction of work that it involves
to you, - and 1f your children come to the Bible School it WILL
mean a little WORK for you, - let that smsll frsotion be whole-
heartedly given. If by grace you know the Lord as youi own

Saviour, give it whole-heartedly unto HIM, for oar deslire is,
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anl (1f you know Him) your desire must be, that He may be glorified
not only iv your own lives but in those young lives that are
growing up in the midat of a sinful world, in the midst of times
vhereln there is irreverence, carelessness and disrsgard of God,
but wherein God 1s still esaving by His grace, and atill proving
the power o¥f His never out-of-dste Truth, which some of us rejoice
%o realise is a mine of inexhsustible wealth, and worthy of ths
fullest enthusissm. And with the utterance of the Holy Spirit
with which we began we may well close, in the light of 2 Tim. 3,15
and "All Seripture”, "Wisdom is the principal thing therefcre get
wisdom, &and with sll thy getting, get understanding.™ Christ 1s
the Wisdom and Christ is the Power of God, snd &}l the tressures

of Wisdom &re in Him.

Further literature, concerning the Lord, gladly sent (international) to

exercised believers for personal perusal, and passing on to God’s

glory, some also in German, Spanish, Russian, Polish, Czech, Romanian:
[ — “To Testify the Gospel of the Grace of God.” — J

COPIES FREE (as the Lord enables) on application to:
Scriptural literature for Believers
Gottlieb-Daimler-Str.1 — 74343 Sachsenheim — GERMANY




