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It 18 glwaye & difficulty, dear friends, to eay all
one would. Wse are continuslly reminded of the weaknegs of all
human faculties, and of something worse thsn weskness, even
intrusion of sin to mar speaking and mar hearing alike, dbut I
cannot hide the fact that I elways look forward to & special
talk with the parents of the boye snd girls vwho attend, and with
othere who are deeply interested in this testimony for God among
the children. How can we ermphasize t00 much the things of {eéirT
Here we are found st the present time upon this esrth. A glance
up on & bright evening will make us feel how esmall 1s the
seeningly large world in which we are pleced., A glance up and
we behold countless centres of blazing light, and we realiss
that space ie beyond our knowledge. We look bsck to time, and
we reelise that a past eternity 1is beyond our knowlsdge. Ve look
onwerd, end we realise a future aternity is beyond merely natursl
knowledge, end then on the background of all these grandeurs of
an infinite God, there comes before us, or should come before us,
the thought that we beliong by nature to & rebel rece, and yet that
infinite God, Tho coulld creste myrisds to obey Him, is pleased to
manifest His love 1n saving those vho have rebelled agasinst Him.
Surely in the light of this, and 4n the light of eternity the
things of earth seem so emsll, and the things of God seem &0 Tresl.
and ®o large. Ah iear frienis, I mske no apology for laying_ e
st réas upon th thi g8 thzijare ﬂgéh%g;:,&?MJ{IZJP¥h1§gq;thé:zi;:#rivu
aeen sre temporal, and our brief span of life on earth 1s soon
over, - and there is eternity. True, if one is fitted, by grace,
through the precious blood of the Lord Jesus for eternity, one is
alsc fitted for time, dut eternity i1as vaster than time. Surely
there 19 never a need for an apology as to laying a stress upon
the things of God. A men msy epologise, aye, and more than
spologlse for stress on the things of earth, though the things
of earth seem 8o near,- because to lay a stress om THEM 18 sinful.
The true sttitude is to recognise God in &ll, and to regard life
simply as msp opportunity for glorifying God. Everythling else will
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f£4% into its right plece, if we have this wondrous wiew of life, and
i1? any are quickened by the worf of the Holy Spirit, therwe is snother
view of 1life, "All flesh is grass, and the goodliness of man as the
flower of the field", which "to-3day is, and to-morrow is cast into
the oven". But if anyone is in Christ there is a new creation, and
the brief passing days of earthly life are all bright opportunities,
emid troubles and txials, to pleesethe gracious God Who has &0
graciously saved the worthless and hell-deserving.

The first thought that must come up in every meeting of
this nsture 18 our own personal relationship to God, for unless we
can say that we have seen ourselves as guilty sinners, and have
fled for refuge to God's One Ark, and City of Refuge, and Saviour,
unlesa we cen 5ay that our sins are blofited out by the tendex
mersy of our God, thereby the Dayspring from on high hath visited
us, uanless we can Bay that He bore our sins in His Own body on the
tree, snd that we have been born of the Spirit, and desire to walk
in nevness of life, - unless we can say all thies, we are unfit to
teke a TRUE interest in others. 1 sm not pleading for selfishness,
but, beloved friends, we shail only Spbil everything else that we
touch unless we are personslly brought near to God by the blood of
His dear Son. Selvation first, service next. And when there is
selvetion, service comes down even into the tiniest detalle of
daily life. No one can truly labour among ohildren, whether in
the home, or school, or wherever it may be, unless that one is
in 2 personal relaticnship to God. No omne can truly carry out a
parent's office, that most sacreld office, unlees there is =&
personal relationship to God by the blood of the Lor& Jesus. 1
know there are myrisds without this personal relationship, but none
car rightly cerry out ANYTHING - TRULY carry it out, unless there
is this personal relationship by God's wonderful grece.

There are one or two Soriptures that I want to dbring
before you this evening, the first being in Deut. 6. You will
heve noticed in that passage as we read it, more than one reference

to the children: In one verse we have the children taught, in the



3.

other verse the chlldren esking. ZPREoth thoughts ere important.

It is dslightful when children ask "Vhat mean ye"? Rukxthaxmaxk
And 1t 18 & grave mistake to cheok the guestion "What mean yet"”
But the esrlier verse le the one Just now before me. "Thou shalt
teach them dlligently unto thy children™. As you notice in the
margin, the word "t®ach diligently” is the word "whet™ used for
whetting & sword, or {(shall we say?) “"charpen". Indeed the latter
expression "sharpen" brings out fully the Divine ideas. '"Sharpen
intensely™, that 1s the word. '"Thou shalt sharpen intensely .
¥What doe8 it mean? Two things st least. First, thoa shelt make
the Truth pointed for the children. We often talk about poirnted
truth, and the Holy Spirit here instructe those who know God's
truth themsel¥es (for verse 7 followe verse 6, and verse & fAays
They shall be in THINE heart) The Holy Spirit here instructs those
who know God's Truth themselves to seek to make that Truth pointed
to the children. There 18 nothing blunt or dull in pointed Truth.
Here we have brought before ue the parents' responseibility to
bring Truth before the boys and girle in a very pointed way. Kow
that expression "s very pointed way" must have several thoughtd

in your mind. We use the words "s pointei way" in connection with
a mode of utterance which cannot bhe misundersitood. If vou ware
to say of anyone vwho was reproving others "He made it clesar that
he meant me 1in s very pointed vay", evaryone would know what you
signified. Now Truth is to be used in & very pointed way, in
dealing with the boys snd girls, for Truth concerns even tha
‘youngest. Children do not need to have thelr minds stored with
fables, and then that we should fill up the ocornars with Truth.
Truth is gll important, and pointed Truth is not only impreseive,
but it remains within, a8 the pointed arrow stiaks where 1t enters.
Therefore it 1s the duty and responsibility of parents to use
pointed Truth. They must never regard the Soripture as Adull.

The things of 708 are the reverse of dull. The parents must show
they regard the Truth as sharp and pointed, snd the children will
remsmber it, and will take en interest in pointed Truth. I believe
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there is & further thought here wrapped up. I believe thst not
only should Truth with its sharpness be drought before the yaung,
but that they will be sharpened by 1%, There 18 nothing that has
educational power to compare with Seripture, and, in this comnection,
may I lay a stress upon the added worde,"Thou shalt talk of them
when thou sittest 1n thine house, and when thou vslkest by the
vey, and when thou layest down and when thou risest mp". I an
sure that eveary grown up bhelievaer must feel convicted by such a
pasesage &8 this, for the thought ias,- take every opportunity of
speaking of the Truth, and the parents are thus told to instruet
the chlildren. "Thou shalt talk of them ". Truth is not only to
be formally presented. "Thou shalt telk of them”, the enjoyable
topic of conversation. Now let us rememdber, dear frienis, that 1f
anyone says that this mesns too much of the Bible in the home,
this position is the position of the infilel, for 1t is not MY
proposal, thet the Soripture should be talked of so frequently,
but the Hely Spirit's Own statement. The Holy Spirit's Own streaas
18 upon this talking in the morning end in the evening, snd ¢n
the walking by the way, and it i1s linked with the word "sharpen'.
The children will not be dull if theg have, whet some e2l1l, "too
much of the Bible™. There will be mdvantages in every way, if
there 18 a true stress upon the Word of the Livipg God. Oh, let
me emphasise in this oconnection & very definite plea for the homs.
A Bibvle School is importasnt, I would not for s moment undervalue
1%, but the Bible School is not inatesd of the home, nor should it
be 8o regarded. May I explain what I meant The home is the
atmoephere of the life. We are not slwayr eating, but weare
alveys breathing. The shhool may supply much, and may tske a
deep interest, but the atmosphere of the home affects considerably
the whole of the future life. If there be & aspiriftual enthusiasm
for the Soripture in the home, there will be wondroms effeots after-
wards. DBut it is impossible to obey this verse unless +here be an
enthusiaen for the Soripture in one's self firste.

£nd now I want to take another verse im the Book of

Proverbs. You know that the Book of Proverba is s Baok wvhich 1s
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full of information ebout the training of children, and of older
ahildren too. It is a book that 1 remarkadble for its plain
speaking. "Proverbs™ sre nothing unless they are plain. Unless
you ¥now vhat a proverly means, what 1s the value of the proverd?
and a proverd has not space to go miles of words round the subjeat,
it mnst strike at once, or you have remched the end of the prboverd.
The Book of Proverbs is full of the plainest speaking, and some of
the plain words concern the training of children. NMey I take an
example from the 23rd chapter. In the twelfth verse we resd, "Apply
thine heart unto instruotion, esnd thine ears to the words of
knowledge, Withhold not correction from the ochild, for if thou
beatest him with a rod, he shall not die. Thou shalt beat him
with the rod snd shalt deliver his sould from hell."” A pessage
that csme to my mind in this connection was Eph. 6. 4. "And ye,
fathers provoke not your children to wrsth, but bring them up in
the nurture and admonition of the Lord.”™ For the word "nurture”
used in Iph. 6, is-the word that means discipline, practically
the same wer as the word "correction™” in Proverbs 23. It is
rather remarksble that there are twe words in the Greek, both
with practicelly the same sound. One is the child's "playing”,
and thoe other is the 6hild's "being corrected™. Only one letter
different, and both having practically tﬁ%fgghnd ~ AL BN, T/ D /X
The Holy Spirit, I need hardly ssy, takes the word of the ohila
being corrected, and uses 1t in Epheeians 6. 4. Now I take it
thet we recognise Saripture as aontaining the very words of the
Holy Ghost. It therefore becomes us to understand %hat tha
passages mean, - thia passage in Proverbs with the onme 1n Ephesians.
Let me ask you to notisce the words again. "Withhold mnot corrsection
from the childi”, or withhold not aisﬁipline- My first point,
therefore, is the value of discipline, - first to oneself, ani
then to othsrs. Another verse of the Book of Proverbs says that
8 ohild left to himeelf bdringeth shame. Discipline is the exsot
oppoesite of leaving tn oneself. The apostle tells us on one

occasion that the thing which he brings before us is evidenced
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even by nature. Doth not nature i1tself teesch? Surely we may 8ay
this likewise as to training. God has marked out very oclearly that
children need training. All nature bears a certain witness to the
importgnoe of training. The veryplante end the snimals contribute

a ﬁ%ﬁékzgg-in this eonneofion. But man ie differert to the animals;
we find in man s wealness and dependence at the beginning of life,
more than among the animals. 3cd has arranged thers should be marksed
out olaearly that the child requires a leader, that thé chilld requires
a oontroller, and so the Holy Spirit Eere shows it 1s important not
t0 withhold discipline from the child. Discipline includes a number
of things. It includes an orderlineas, it inoludes a holding back
from things that are wrong, it inaludes an encoursging on to things
that are right. Discipline is deeply important I believe that

God w11l graciously use the very regularity, and the punctuaslity,
end the arrangements, of the Bible School, in detslls in conneotion
vith discipl}ne, - and let me earnesily plead with parents, never,
directly or iniirectly, to vesken one iota of any discipline that

18 arrenged in conneotion with the Bible School. Emphsasize and

lay 8 stress upon all that is of the nature of discipline. I like
those words "WITHHOLD not discipline™. The same term comes in
enother place of the man who withholds coxn, end you know the
expression " ithhold not good from the one to whom it is due, when
it is in the power of thine hand to do it". The word rather
implies, therefore, "It is thy duty to give it to the child, and
4+hou art a thief 12 shou dost not”., "%ithhold not correction",
therefore, implies that the child has a right to be corrected.

S0, dear friende, dc not think thet in emphasizing correction

there is a stress upon that wvhich is unkind to the child. This

is only a true standing up for the child's rights. It is robbery

to withhold correction. It is unfair to withhold it. It is a
cruel kindness to draw it back. I wedl recollect one lsad,

perhaps the most difficult to control thaet I heve met, in exprrience
of boys and girls, & 1lad at this time rlmost grown to a young map,
and he s8id t0 me on one occasion fhe was of the nation of Israel),

"I wish you would MAXE me do what you want he to", or words to that
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effeat, end sdded, "The trouble ig,I have had a father who never
made me obey", and the boy was simply the slave of evll vhich led
him on - (I suppose at this time he wsas sbout 18 years of age) -
further and futther in things that were sbominadle to God and man, yet
even in his ruined, and manifestly ruined, eondition, he ocould sese
the harm of not receiving disoipline when younger. Withhold not
correotion, it ia cmmel. But, further, the passage continues,

"For if thou beatest him with a rod he shall not dle”™. The word
"if" being in italics. Here seems to be the Holy Spirit's answer
to false fears, I take it that we realise how often in proverbs
and brief statements the meaning goes far beyond the literaml
interpretation. I mmede the statement Just now that one is always
breathing, hut not always eating, but no one would go away end say
that I was then telking about "eating™. I meant something far
beyond “"eatling” in that beief parasllel proverb. So is it here:
this expression means something far beyond & literal stick of wood.
God gives a far more comprehensive term. It may inolude physinal
punishment or certain ocoassions, dbut it ineludes far more.

The words came to my mind a good while ago in connection
with this address, "If thou beatest him with s rod, he shall not
dle", and I thought there must be a kind of IRONY wrapped up in
thém. "He shall not die™ es if to Buggest that many a parent
has false fears and false feelings apnd what I mey term "unkind
kindnegs”. You can taeke this thought, first of all, with regarl
to that which is physical. Oh, how often more time is spent upon
the body than on the mind, eni soul, end the Holy Spirit here rays,
Train, educate, 2o not say, Oh I am afraid of putting the body second,-

"He will not dle". Put the hody and ita health second, other things
firat, 1f thou dost attend to the tralning and the discipline, he
will not d3le. Do not have foolish theories of physical exaltstion
beyond thse more imporsant part of the indigidusl. The mind is more
than the body and the heart is more than the mind. The body is the
emallest part before (od, UMay I in this connection urge parents and
others not to he afreild that their boye and girle will do too much

stuiy. At the present time there is A ocommon tendency to be afraid
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of over-study. If study HAS killed any, play has killed more. I am
not now spesking figurstively. There are rfjlore deaths through play
than through study, both Iireotly snd indirectly. Furthser, our
feelings are largely the product of & number of things, and 1t 1s
possible for the child to take & real delight in study snd things
gonnescted vith the knowled.;e of Ged's Book. In one sense there 1is
no tevason why th a child should mot find parts of stuly to bPd the
truest plegsure, I had almost ss8id, the truest plsy. You will
follow what I mean. There is actumlly in itself, - mark the wording,-
I8 ITSELF, - nothing more of vplay in getting tired kicking & bhall
about than in getting tired by learning a few Greek worda. Attilude,
and feelings, the result of sverybody'# opinion, decide that one 1is
play, and the other is work, but aAttitulde and feelings are not alwayn
the wisest things. 7You can take &s real and éeep intereat in study
a8 in other things, snd more Bo. If the mind is trained to be
hungry, the mind will want to work to satisfy its hunger with ita
more interesting food. You know very well, dear friends, that
diffionlties in 4ifferent eurroundings have a different view
eltogether. The man who HAS to go on certain work, which he does
not desire, up steep paths, complains of their steepness, wheresas
the olimber rejoices in paths that are steeper; and the child who
complains of running an errand, will run faster Iin & rasce. The
difference 18 not in the smction, but in the coniition of nmind.

The condition of mind makxes the pleasure or the toil,- and it is
most important that parents should train their children from
earliest life, to a right attitude of mind a8 to vhat is truly
pleasurable. Why should that which has no resulis be always
regarded as pleasure? (A blowing bubbles, ss it were?), and

that which has results be regarded as work? Surely it is a true
plsasure to heve that whiech extenis beyond noithing, and the child
should bé taught so. The child ezhoss the parentsy feelings more
than the parents' words, apd i1f the psrents’ interest is in

definite stuldy, and if the parent quite approves of the holy

enthusiasrn for these things, there will be a gradual impreasion
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by the "stmosphere", if I might so term it again, by the atmosphere
of the home, and thr child will delight in that whioch is desirasbdle
from a mental standpoint. If there is the grasoious working of God
1in enswer to oonverted pmremnts' definite prayers, doubtiess Ha will
grant the wondrous results apiritually, which are still HORE
important and comprehensive, and INCOMPARABLY beyond mll else.
So then let me urge every parent never to be afraid of children
foing too much, but t27very much afraid of children doing too
little.

Seaondly, this sentence of the verse At which we are
now looking "If thou bestest him with a rod, he shall not dle"”, has
another mspect, expecislly vhen you take it with Eph. 6. ZEph. 6
says "Do not meke angry, but bring up in the chastisement of the
Lord". Oh, some will say, "I am afraid to REPROVE too much, for
fear I make them angry"l The Holy Spirit =ays that chastisement
is the opposite of making engry, in other words, the parent has
truest infhuence who is CONSISTENT in reproving. Influencs that
18 purchesed &t the expanée of careless discipline is an influence
that ﬁill eoon fede away. I think I have noticed a tendenoy in
these daye on the part of parents to be more afraid of their
children, than the children are of thelr parents. The parents are
afraid of grieving their children, and the children are often not
efraid of grieving the parents. This is turning things up-aide-
down, end ar soon as a ohild feels you are afraid of offending him,
there 1s the tendency for the natural heart to take mdvantage of
this, and for the child to olaim a measure of equality, and to seek
to have drawn battles with the parent. Let the parent’e suthority
be emphasized without any hesitation, let there be no fear of
offending, let there be not 50 much concern aa to what the child
will think, but more aoncarn as to what 1is right befare God, and
the childrer will come to take thie for grented, and be heppler
a8 wWell as more obedient, For nothing 1s more dangerous and
misereble than to learn esrly to have one's own way. The one WwWho

has rightly leerned not to have his own way is truly happy.
Oftentimes one finds people who have not sufflcient trouble to be
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heppy. end sometimes children are not enough restrained to be
happy. They have ups and downs and merriness and disappointment,
but they have not resl happiness because they have too much of
their own way. A word in this conneoction, remembaring the
expression of the Holy Spirit, - "If thou beatest him with a
rod he ghall not die™ - a word inm this connectlion &s to soms who
say "But I know there are casea of Mr. So-and-So, or someome alse
I have peen, or some one else heard of him; he trained his children
voery religiously and then they broke entirely free from it. He
exercised a strong disoipline and then they threw off all the yoke™.
This argument is-a two-fold fallaoy. First of all it Jepends on
not Ikmowing enough. It is s=ssfumed that the cause of their breaking
looge was the restraint, wheress the cause of breaking locse may
have been the IRREGULARITY of the restraint. Unless the vhole life
is known, an inference 18 not poreridble. Furthermore for one csase
of this kini, I suppose there sare 20 omssee of the other kind, where
the parentes have not exerois d the restraint, and the children
have broken lcose. Only fuch msre all passed over, ani the others
are brought forward. Nothing 1s more ingonsietent than a heart
that has made up its mind first.

May I bring before you next, dear friends=, in connection
vith the context of Proverde 23, and the word "admonition™ in
Eph. 6, a plea for "mind-plecing"”. The word "edmonition”™ 1is
litersally "a fixing of the mind”, and here in Prov. 23, we reald
"Apply thine hesrt unto instruztion and thine ears to the words
of knowledge". "Apply thine heatt", & half-a-heart is totally
ouf of place. "Apply thine heart™, The mnark of a c¢hild of &od,
i3 to do everything with the whole heart, and the Holy Spirit
empharized mind-placing or mind-fixing. Some of us recollect
on the TLord's Day that the passage came hefors us which says "Thee
fool's eyes are in the ends of the earth , he cannot keep even his
eyes fixed, nor can he keep his mind fixed. In every way there 18
& wgndering about and & lack of concentration. God has partiocularly
commanded concentration. Undoubtedly, this can bé exhibited in the

fullest way, where there has been raving grace. Thue will there be
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the mind-placing OF THE LORD, &nd a wondroue realization of the
gtresse that God pute upon mind-placing snd upon the applying of the
heart, upon the enthusiasm thzat there should be of the whole mindg,
and the whole heart. Lot me ir this conneotion plead with you
once more to recollect the phyeical is the smellest part, the
mental is larger, the spiritusl is greatest. Oftentimes the soul
18 clothed with rage, and the mind too, when the body her ite
robes; oftentimes the niAd is fed on huerkse when such would not be
brought before the children upon the table for the body. This
kind of cruelty cannot be detected. If you starve s child it can
be knovn, but 1f you starve 2 child’s mind it cannot be known,
but these thinge before God are serious. OCh that God may be
glorified in a atress upoy the lmportance of the whole deing, that
there may be salvation 1n the heart, the training of the mind,
and then the ure of the whols hody in Hise servieces.

A word or two of practical arrangements, but first of
retrospect. I think I have beecn in large measure ebooursged
with certain things that hsve taken place during this term.
There have been discouragements. I think the scale-pan on the
encouragement eide seems heavier, and ve long that this may be so
incereasingly. Let thers be more nymyor, prayer of thore who love
the Lord, and it will be 86............ Gt semieusssssannsieasressan
ceesensss-{TYounger child's essay on Nadab and Abihu resd. "Kedab
and Abihu had beautiful name=. Iedadb, In Tnglieh, meana "I an
willing®., It was indseed & basutiful name. Abihu means "God 1s
my Father®, or "liy Father 1s Ho". It was another beautifpl name.
They were the IIigh Priest Aaron's sons, they were the two eldest
sons, they had masny privileges. Thoy vere alkowed to enter the
tabarnsa 15?“4éﬁ§§”§3}é;fﬁ”ﬁziﬁz%§“¥§%ff§?z’mhey hsd ﬁany other
privileges, - but, alss, they sinrned ageinst God, They took
strange fire into the tabernmsele, they vent to Gold their own
wey. Sin must be punished. 5od sent His fire on them. &in
glvays bringe desth. The wages of sin im death. ™ ) .........
cesesssss Nith regard to the proepect,of looking forward, may
I emphasize truthfulness as %o the homework. I mesn emphasize

that there should be not only a SAYING that it 1s Jone, but =&
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consoientious doing of it, otherwise the saying is harmful

to the whole condition of truthfulness . . . « « + . « . « &

e o o o « With 8 few brief, (shall I sey?) proverbds, I would
close, 1.B. A few words to parents which may make pointed sdme
of the suggestions thst have heen gilven. The first one on my
mind is this, it has deen on my mind for some days, "Love your
chilireh well enough to contraiiet them; le6t them love you too
well to contradict you”.

A word as to indulgence, so-d88lled kindliness, which
is reslly oruelty. 'Remember thet indulgence ia an shbreviated
form of self-indulgence, and that all of self is sin.

A word as to regularity &nd details. 'You cannot be
INsistent unlegs you are personally CONsistent'. 'You cannot
control unlessg there ias in your life & coneistency'. 'Do not
look upon any of the tiny thinge of God'r working ee too smsll’.
'Remember little things are large things in germ'. Do not forget
how you may hinder the work of the Bible School, by one action
you may undo meny. 'It does not take more knives to cut a long
ROPE than & short one'. There is a great danger that parents
think of educetionsl informetion for children too late. Ths
mind is stored with trhinge that are vorthless and the thought
ceme t0 my mind in homely lengusge that 'if you £ill & room with
rubbish, 4o not be surprised thast there in no place for the
furniture'. There ie such & denger, dear ftriende, in this
connection. The child's mind is often stored with falkry tales
8nd vorthless thinge, AND TIE VORD OF COD IS FUT QUITE SECONDARY.
Romembar we are not simply creatures for a few days of earthly
pleasure. We have eternity iy f£ront of us. Let the things of
GOD be first. Remember in thise conneotion ofce more that mere
information is not education. IFf you have &n upright trunk or
a stem im your garden and you tle on to it grapes, it does not
become s vine. Information is tying kmowledge on. The need is
thet there should be eduncation, and much more, that thers should
be & epiritual education, that there should be a spiritual 1ife
firat, that all the knowledge of the things of God might be part
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of 2 desire to know more of Him. Our longing 1s not that the

Bible School may go forward simply numerically, simply mechanically,
and cimply eduoationally &e to the mind, but Oh that God may be
exalted in the boys snd girls being brought to know HEie grace, and
then to Xnow Hils Truth with & view to a living obedience, aﬁd with
a view to a usefulness in these dark and perilous times, when men
ere seeking to unierminé the Bible, and to draw msny off imto
worthlese plessures and to sink them in an eternsl ruin, while

God it meray waits to be graeious, while HKe in mercy has given un¥ko
us the jrecious Seriptures, Oh that THESE, beloved friends, end

the Goepel of the grsce of Gnd which “hey set forth, may be dear
to0 our hearts, and to the hearts of the thildren, vho ere 1in any

messure entrusted to our care, in view of & real eternity.
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