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ADDRESS TO PARENTS.
By Mr.P.W Heward,
at Fore=zt Gate, 5th May 1913.

Proverbs 4, and Job 1 1-5 read.

I felt, dear friends, that the five verses just read would be a suitable
preface to our little talk this evenigg for I want you to regard this =8 a HOMELY
talk with all the definiteness and the plainmess that we associate with a home. I am
sure we shall get along better if we realise that we are about to consider thinss of the
greatest importance, of every-day importance, of present importance, and to consider
them most definitely and plainly. With a desire that God may be glofified, I would
readily acknowledge that I have looked forward to this meeting, not I hope simply to the
meeting as a meeting, though it is a joy to meet parents of the boys and girls, but
have looked forward to it believing that GOD will use it and I know there are others who
have looked forward with the same mind and object. But now, at cnce, I feel my
difficulty:- How can I say all in an hour that has taken many hours of prayerful
thought and consideration? How can I seek to bring before you the enthusiasm that I
long there may be, for the fuller study of the Scriptures om the part of the boys and
firls. Again you will not misunderstand me when I say that I must not only have a talk
about the arrangement of God's work here for the boys and girls, not only have a talk
about the training of the children, but I must take the opportunity of bringing some-
thing more of Geod's Truth before YOU. I am sure, dear friends, that if you are re-
joicing in the grace which is in Christ Jesus you are looking forw:rd to a personal
blessing this evening, apart from any arrangements for the children, and 1 feel that,
before God, I am responsible to pass on His definite message from the Scriptures to
every one present. I know not the state of the hearts, there is only One Who knows
how we all stand before Him: - Only One, even God Himself, knows the condition of
every one present this evening. Oh, dear friends, at the outset of such a meeting as this,
you will surely understand that I feel a concern as to whether those of us who are found
here tonight are indeed rejoicing in the salvation of God. It is blessed to talk about
the salvation of the children, it is blessed to talk about bringing the Scriptures
before the children, but, dear friends, God's word shows plainly a stress upon the salv-
ation of the parents first. I wonder how many of us are able to say that by the grace of
God we know we have passed out of dexth into life. Blessed indeed is it if, without
boasting, but with confidence in Him Who speaks the Truth, we can say we have rested
on the finished work of the Lord Jesus. The expression is not mine, for He Himself said,
'It is finished', and there is a sufficiently broad basis for any whézﬁrﬁughti and
caused to be no._longer trusting in their own works, but as guilty sinners to rest on
and rejoice in HIM. If then we have been led cut of death into life, and out from dark-
ness to light, if we are, as Scripture puts it, 'in Christ Jesus', I am sure we shall
be intensely earnest about the children, - at least I hope so, for it is a wondrously
solemn thing to realise that children are growing up in this WICKED world with an
ETERNAL future. Yes, children are growing with evil around them and evil of terrible
forms and subtle forms and with an gtermal future. Oh how solemn it is, how precious
it is to consider thé training of such! And a vast amount depends on training, yet you
c=n mever train a child into salvation. The GIFT of God is eternal life in Jesus Christ
our Lord. It is God's grage to save any of us, whether young or old. No one ean be
developed into a christian, for the Lord Jesus beamtifully worded it, with His perfect
language,""ixcept a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God", =nd you know
the word "man" there does not mean those who are grown up, it signifies that ANYONE must
be born again, and from above. But though salvation is the gsrace and the gift of God,
yet training is deeply important inasmuch as God uses the Scriptures oft-times to
bring salvation, and when He is working He graciously grants that the Seriptures are
means in various parts of that work, as well as becoming most useful afterwarda.
Therefore, dear friends, I want at the ocutset, teo leave this peint in your minds and
to ask you all to ponder before God as to whether you are rejoicing in this wondrous
salvation. 4nd next I want to go on to spesk from the bock of Job, the first chapter,
ag to a believing parent's regsponsibility. The fifth verse is the verse on my mind, it
has been on my mind for weeks. "It was so when the days of their feasting had gone about,
that Job sent and sanctified them and rose up early in the morning, and offered burnt
of ferings according to the number of them all, for Job said, It may be that my sons
have sirmed and cursed God in their hearts. “hus did Job continumally". He felt him-
self responsible, and apparently they were not small boys and girls of a few years old,
- they had grown up, but he still realised a responsibility. I would bring this defin-
itely before believing ps-ents. I would say, beloved friends, do you realise your
responsibility for children, not only when very,K little, but in the years of growing
up? It is a responsibility which cannot bte ;ﬁ:ﬂ&ﬁ. 4 solemn responsibility, = precious
responsibility. There is not only an ordinary earthly relationship between a parent
and a child, but there is a relaticnship before God, that HE holds as of the greatest
importance. The parent's authority to guide and control, the child's subjection to be
guided and controlled, not merely for two or three years, not merely in boyhood and
girlhood, but much, much further, where there is Scriptural regulation. You remember
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how Eli was blamed when his grown up sons sinned., The thought is intensely solemn,
surely it makes every child of God say, Whe is sufficient for these things? Now
I have not the slightest wish in connection with the work of God in the Bible School
to relieve you of your responsibility. Please do not look upon the Bible School,
(may I speak frankly and plainly?) please do not look upon it as an easy way of tting
out of your own work. YOUR responsibility is for the tradning of the children. ve
no wish to, and I cannot relieve you of that appointed "burden". I can, and desite to
to help you IN it, but I cannot take away your responsibility before God, and a
Bible School is not meant to be something instead of home training, it is not meant to
be an easy way out of a difficulty. I feel that if you look upon the Bible School as
simply something to which to send the children, and that is all, the children will
not be the most satisfactory ones in the Bible School. You must realise, dear friends,
that a Bible School is only PART of the training, but it IS part, and I want YOUR
HOME intevrest at all times therein. I believe by the grace of God, I can advise you in
variousveriecss matters concerning the studies, and guide the arranzements. But do not
please look upon it that your responsibility is thereby finished and settled when you
have sent the boys and girls to the meeting. I was about to say it had only just begun,
I mean just begun in THAT connection. I want your enthusiastic interest throughout. You
will notice Job felt his responsibility in such a way, that he rose up EARLY IN THE
MOENING. You will find many children of God in the Scriptures rising up sarly in the
morning, you never find a stress on rising up late, tut freguently a stress upon
rising up early, and I want to mention in this context, two things, wiz. that I not
t ypur e sias o & estinegs yourself ta the matter of t ch = - -
:% tg?; m"oi%. I M Lhis is‘%gmpulé'%. ut it is%&t m&l%%f?y
able that the children should do their Bible study before the other arrangements
of the day, I mean their individual study connected with the homeword of the Bible
School. It is best mentally, it is more satisfactory from the standpoint of putting
things of God first, It is best, moreover, becouse there is a tendency to crowd things
out when they are put off till later on. I merely bring this suggestion before you as
one of the greatest importance. I believe you have gathered with the desire ofbeing
afvised, dear friends; = seek to carry out the suggestions that are plainly and earnestly
brought to your notice, especially when they are supported by the authority of Scripture
go definitely. 1t will interest some to hear, a goodly number know already, that a
little branch of this Bible School is arranged for early morning meetings up in Jarrow,
from which I have recently come. There, it is proposed, four mornings in the week the
children in the home where I was staying will meet with their father before he goes out
to his business, and he will go through some of the work. There they will turn things
round the other way to what we have down here; their individual work will be at night,
and their meetings will be in the morning. I think it is impossible for us to carry out
that here. B olden times there were many more early meetings than we have at the preséent
time, but I am doubtful if we should get the full number of boys and girls, should we
arrange a half-pgst seven Bible School every morning; but the individual study in the
home is better at half past seven in the morming than half past seven in the evening.
We pass along to the cext point with regard to Job, You will notice that he said,
"it may be that my sons have sinned and cursed Yod in their HEARTS", not that they had
cursed God openly. Job was not a man who had outwardly wicked sons. You must not think
from this context that Seripture means they were evil men who delighted in grand feast=-
ing and se forth. Nothing of the kind, it w:s simply that Job was so deeply concerned
lest they should have at all cursed God in their heart, lest there should have been
a tiny sin. Job felt about little things. Dear friends, I am convinced of this that the
Bible School depends very larsely on LITTLE th « May I mention a few little thinge
to you. You may think them wery little, but they Bave = larze bearing when they are all
added together, Let me lay a2 stress on the early and regular arrival of the boys and
girls. I would emphasize both words, the EARLY and the REGULAR arrival. I think I
have had some who have practieglly gone through this term without being late once.
I think that ought to be almost the universal condition. Not only is it desirable for
the children's s=zke, but it will eventually make it easier in the home, and further-
more it is prefergble for the other boys.and girls, and for those! of us who, by the
grace of God, devote our time to this work. Let me plead with all parents present never
to keep the boys and girls awasy from the meeting. Regard the Bible School not only as an
ordinagry school, but as even more important, for two or three reasons. First of all, that
which concerns the Scripture is more important than other studies. Secondly an ordin-
ary school is more or less a commercipl arrangement to which one has a certain
business right. In coonection with God's work in theBible School, there is a labour of
love on the part of those who are engaged in it. Those who co-operate with myself in this
work desire to do it g8 unto the Lord. Therefore, dear friends, I think you will agree
with me that our feelings in this matter should be studied even more than those of any
who are simply enguged in a commercial enterprise, and if I bring before you, as I would,
that the absence of the children, or the lateness of the children, inereases my work
considergbly, I feel that you will do all you poEEihly can to ponder more how you can
avoid this, Let me say, furthermore, for I want to speak very plainly, and I feel that
gshall offend no one:- I think those who are present know sufficient of God's work
re and the interest in the boys and girls to realise that our desire is for God's
glory, and blessing to the children, and therefore I can speak plainly,— I alwafs feel



that if a boy or girl is away from the Bible School without a written recuest from a
parent it is teaching the child discourtesy, and to teach a child discourtesy is a
danrerous thing. Discour™esy is z subject that is picked up without going to school
to learn it, there are numerous examples of it to-day. I feel that absence from a Bible
School should in genersl, only be caused by illness. If there is illness that keeps
away, then if parents send z posteard, sometimes via other pupils, to reach me before
the Bible School takes place, I shall know to make arrangemnts for notes to be taken for
notas te—be-teken faxr the boy or girl who is away, and everyting will keep level;
otherwise T sometimes feel the diffeculty that I cannot fill up certain seats. I do
not know whether this boy or girl will be coming in "late¥, then the time afterwards
this one or that one comes that has been absent the week before, and there is confus-
jon with another boy or girl's marks, and it considerably inereases our work. Dear
friends, I ask you for the children's sake, for the sake of those who are devoting their
time to this work, and for eve ng concerned with the Bible School to arrange for
regularity and early arrival of the children. As they go through the study wou will find
the advantage. Irregularity will disappoint them, they will get behind in the work,
they will find it hard to eatch up, or they will not catch up,,and then they will drag
others back. Do emphasize the Scriptures FIRST in this matter.

I come now to another little thing. Job was careful about various little things,
and I want to ask you to be, I would urge you, dear friends, to sees the boys and
girlas do tbe homework. It is not arranged to be too much for them, I am inelined to
think that it has often been too little. Boys and girle naturally do not know fully HOW
to arrange their studies. If they do a little every day, regularly, they will graduaslly
become more and more orderly. The mind, instead of being wasted, will be growing.
There will be advantages in numerous ways, for how often FOT having enough to do is the
source of mischief. A child's mind WILL take in something; if it is not taking in
that which is Truth, and that which is waluable, the mind will be taking in that which
is dangerous and harmful. Lazy pecple as a rule work very hard, and those who learn noth-
ing, as a rule, learn a good deal, You follow what I mean, there is a laziness as to
real work which is zecompanied. by hard toil in other things. Many people will work hard
to avoid work, It i= a common thing at schools, I mean schools which have a large amount
of secular homework, to find those who will toil much to get out of toil. Laziness is
oftentimes misplaced energy. How important that the energy which a child has should be
dérected into the right channels, and a child can be brought to take an interest in
studies, and to do the studies regularly and satisfactorily IF the parent is gladly
willing to give the little ENCOURAGEMENT that is neede&'ﬂI do not ask you to do the
studies, I have not the slightest objection to your doing so; if any parents like to make
a parent's request I HAVE received for a copy of all the books to make it possible to
go through the studies themselves, I shall certainly seek to fulfil their request, but
I do not ask you to do the studi-s; I do ask you to encourage the boys and girls that
they may do the studies. The studies are very small, half an hour every day or so of di-
rect Bible work, and a gquarter of an hour or 20 minutes of Greek, and a quarter of
an hour or 20 minutes of Hebrew. Some this term will only be taking up the Greek,
others will have the opportunity of the Greek and the Hdebrew. Let me urge upon you, d&ar
friends, the importance of JUST ENCOURAGING your young folks to take up THIS part of the
work as seriously as they take up the meetings, and to enjoy this part as much as they
enjoy the meeting. The HOME studies should be a preparatory pleasure and a great deal
depends uron how the papents look on all. If you regard the home study as unnecessary the
children will copy your opinion, and I do not want to lead the child to go against this,
gso that it is deeply important you should hgve the right opinion. I want the &hildren
to copy their parents., It is important therefore that the parents should be those who are
to be copied, even in thid respect, May I make one or two little detailed suggestions?
Do not disturb the children, if you can possibly help it, WHEN they are doing their
studies, - regard them as being almost away from- the house for the time, What I men-
tioned last time I repeat this time , if you disturb them ONCE in the study, they will
disturb themselves a second time, and a great failure of to-day is a lack of a concentrat=
ed mind, Let the mind be concentrated it can get through twice as nuch work with twice
as mach ease., It is not, dear friends, that I want to put a burden upon the boys and
girls, you will find that it is really the lifting of a burden, for apart from the
spiritual adeantages, the mental advantages are real, and the thoughtfully studying child
is the more contented child. The child who is rightly trained and controlled in mind
will be more controlled in temper and other things, and self=control is deeply import-
ant. There has of'ten been a stress upon the importance of studying alone. Here I am touch-
ing on something which is defficult to arrange. It is recorded of one of the great head
masters of a great school in the last century that he laid a great stress upon
winning for the boys under his charge the opportunity for quiet study alone. Now I
do not believe that every house can provide a library or two or three libraries for
the boys and girls each to have a study of their own, but I do believe, dear friends,
that you can often arrange, if there is a little care in the matter, that the boy -
or girl in studying should be alone for this study. If it is at ALL possible, do
not regard the arrangement of it as unnecessary worry. You will be thankful for it after-
wards. I know that three or four children should be able te study together without
disturbing one another, tut I am not always sure that three or four adults study as
well together as when they are by themselwves. There is the tendency to talk, I find,

with gdults, and sometimes the tendency is stronger in childrem. Do all you can to let
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the boys and girls have every opportunity to asccomplish the study properly. There is
one part of the work I should be glad to interest every parent in, and that is the
learning the daily verses,- at least I make the proposal to you, that either father or
mother in the home hears the daily verses. A few other "little things" I may mention. In
the new arrangements there will be the registering on the weekly paper instead of in a
book. In the parents' beock I shall be pPleased to have any requests from parents. If
the homework is undone, do not let the boy or girls tell me, insert particulsrs yourself.
Never sympathise AGAINST the discipline of a Bible School. In a school of this
nature a great deal of the benefit and blessing depends upon general discipline
throughout the school. Most parents kmow that at schools, ordinary schools, there are
many things which are unsatisfactory and that their children are -6ften damaged
considerably, I believe, damaged mentally in the ordinary training of the day. Certainly
damaged from OTHER standpoints. The ¢hild goes to school oftentimes with Many more
satisfactory actions, from a human standpoint, than when that child comes away from
school. Much that is evil is learnt at school, for those who are wrong seem to have a
large influence in the ordinary schools of to-day. Now we do not want anything of that
kind in our Bible School, but the other way round. Much depends on the discipline being
mgintained at a high standard in the school. Newver then sympathise against the discipline.
In commection with the arrangements some of ¥ou know very well that for omission to
keep to the rules, a name is sometimes read out, and so forth, Never approve of z little
smile at details of that kind., You can make those points large levers to keep the boys
and girls interest. If they in the slightest portion fail, blame them; do not excuse
them. I do not mean blame them with a harshness, but with an affection that 2els sorrow-
ful that they should have caused the slightest trouble to those whose hearts are set
uron taking the deepest interest in them. I am sure of this, dear friends, that if
we have your loyal co-operation im all, we shall not need so much of it. You follow
what I mean, if you blame them cnce or twice, you will not need to blame them so
much afterwards. We can always make our work less by doing it, and if you will
kindly do that part of the work, I think you will find it will decrease. While we on
the one hand would loyally emphasize the parent's authority, we ask you to ecually
loyally emphasize the authority of those who guide in God's work here. A few things more.
Sémetimes if work is dome in a slovenly way, whether in writing or in learning, or what-
ever it may be, there will be "returned work". If I were you I should ask the boys and
girls if they have received any "returned work", and when the work has been done in a
slipshod fashion, a few words from you might prevent it in the future and consider-
a2bly reduce my strain, and your own as well. Suppose a boy or girl in your family
has a "privilege", you are glad of that, you like your young folks to be encouragzed,
and suppose it is lost through disobedience, let your displeasure be realised-
this will be a sever punishment, If the children love you, your displeasure will be the
punishment. Yes, your grief, — and the more a parent's grief can be the punigshment, the
less need there is for other punishments. Grief should be the strongest power with
with your children. Let them love you sufficiently because of your consistent love to
them. Jerkiness is a fajlure. Let them love you sufficiently to sorrow over your Sorrow,
and they will not break rules lest they break your heart. If at any time you cammot
understand any of the arrangements gnd do not quite know what there is to blgme, or what
there is to commend, and if you cannot guite agree that they should have the work return-
ed, if instead of speaking to them you will come round and see me, that I think will
settle the point far more quickly and mutually satisfactorily. But if your hearts are with
us, the boys and girls will progress better with the work. There have been encouragements
this last term but I am never satisfied with past encouragements. I think we want to see
more of GOD'S gracious working.
Do not undervalue the marks and the register and all its details. This future
term we are making a more careful arrangement of marks than before. The reports that 1
hope to hand out this evening contain a fair number of marks on them. I think I had
something 1ike between two or three thousand sets of marking to make up with regard to
the end of this term's work, and the reports contain them rather fully, that you may be
able to follow out the progress. You will find their position in class, the number of
those placed in the class, because not all are placed.... Do not undervalue details. I
believe we can demonstrate more and mere that z Bible School may be made to contain (shall
I say?,) EVERYTHING in education. We have the finest literature, we have wondrous history
and geography. Apart from the Bible Arithmetic which will be developed more this term,
I think the marking arrangements may be made to give lessons of thinking in figures, and
mathematics is only thinking in figures. The important thing is not simply learning a
few rules but learning to think. Anyone may know, in some fzshion, a hundred rules and
be unable to apply them. Learning to think is deeply important. I believe that in the
olden days it was customary to have schools attached to little gatherings of Christ-
ians in the d of Paul, and so forth, - It is interesting to be acquainted with God's
dear aervantsai; old, and I believe, dear friends, we should have a Bible School arrang-
ed zltogether on Bible lines, and to give unto the children in that, more training, not
only than they obtain in the present day schools, but more training than is possible
in any other way. If the Scripture has its right positiom, in the words of Deut.6, it
will sharpen the children. Dear friends, I would lay a stress upon this, and I do trust
the stress may be felt by you as well. "Thus did Job continually finishes the wverse,
and the words are'#11 the days". I want to apply THAT to you. I long that there might
be a continuance of interest by parents. I am thankful to say that the attendance has
been fairly large, on an average, throughout the whole term, and the interest has
kept up fairly well the whole time. I noticed, however, that the verses weres better
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learned at the beginning of the term than at the end. That is the usual thing. Do
not blame the children for it only. May I put it frankly, = Elame yourselves.
Realise, dear friemnds, that all of us find it easier to start a2 thing than to keep it up.
THUS DID JOB ALL THE DAYS. I believe I am right in saying that we all naturally, in the
beginning of the term, when the new file comes along, or the new books, take an
interest in the children, "Have you déne this or that?" is natural, and so forth. But then
we forget, and something else comes in. Let us remember "Thus did Job all the days". I
want to urge you THROUGHOUT the term of its fifteen weeks, or seo, to take your
responsibility all the days. If by the grace of God you have been caused and taught to
tove Him, do all out of love to Him and loving care for the children. And now when I
come to the more definite explanation of arrangements, how can I do that only in a few
minutes? I have spoken about the reports which I shall give you as you go out. I urge
you to study these reports carefully, and if there are suggestions in them, to seek to
carry them out........Irregularity and lateness, I would repeat; are the worst things of
all for the children's training........The children will lose certain marks if arriving
after 5.45; if after 6 o'eclock they will be entered as lat€........Hang up the time-
tables, and look after the children's arrangements.......The marks will be transfer-
able from cne to another, The children can take some from their storehouse, and give to
a new pupil, or ancother. This will encourage thought-fulness and unselfishness...Nothing
else may be put in the bag except the file, pencil, ruler, efC..euces

I feel that, with regard to all, those of us who have this laid upon our heart,
have a privilege and a duty to carry out for Him, and we are seeking to do it, though
it involves a strain of really hard work, Again I would say, you can lighten our respons-
ibility by encouraging the children still more and more, urging their regular and early
attendance, and more than urging. Parents are not simply to urge but to arrsnge. Let the
-children naturally expect their parenta' guidance and arrangementg....... God has

71 =1laid this upon our heart as service unto Him. It IS g heavy toil. I believe that some-

4 times I spend more time over the boys and girls than I do over the grown-up ones. The
arrangement for the studies of the children in the Bible School now, takes me more time
than the arrangement of heavier studies for adults, years ago, but 211 is, I hope,
gervice unto God that will count in That Day. It ig a privilege, but oh, dear friends,

I do lock to your earnestness, to your enthusiasm, and let me remind you that you are
always welcome to come and have a look at the Bihle School, to come and have a talk
about your children. We want you to feel we have a real and deep interest in them,
desiring for them salvation, and EVERY present and eternal blessing. Let me remind

in the words of Proverbs which we read at the beginning of our meeting together, the
important thing is wisdom. Wisdom is the primnecipal thing, as Solomon put it, Gétvwisdom,
get understanding, forget it not, with all thy getting get wisdom. Truly the price of
wisdom is above rubiles, and that wisdom is found in the Scriptures applied by the
Spirit of God. We would emphasise THESE and urge THESE for the boys and girls. I be-
lieve the mental advantages are great, the indkirect advantages are real, but ABOVE ALL
we long that there may be SPIRITUAL advantages that will not only be for time, but

also for eternity, through the finished work of the Lord Jesus.
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