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OUTLINE: -

1. Intrecducticn.
(a) Impcrtance cf the Subject.
(v) Whe are tc PREACH.
(¢) Daily PARALLEL Experience fer all
_ Believers.
2. VHAT are the Lord's sent cnes tc Preach?
~ The Gespel (Mark 16.15) Christ
(Aots 8. 5) The Word (2 Tin. 4.2).
5. TO WHOM are they tc Preach?
(a) Bvery Oreaturc (Mark 16. 15).
(b) Wise, Unwise (Rem. 1. 14).
(¢) Jews, Greeks (Rom. 1. 16).
See Bzek, 3, 11,

4. HNan's CONDITIOHN.

2, OScriptural COMMANDI, INVITATIONS eta.

6. EXAMPLE3S AND BEACONS - in reccrdad
witnessing.

7. Hisleading Expressions etc. Considered and
Rejeotsd.

6. OSummary. Ilctes on
(a) The Work cf the Hely Spirit in
ocnnecticn with Preaching.
{b) The Pride c¢f Orthedoxy.
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We come, dear friends, tc cur usual, and some-
what lengthy, subject. The heading is "Gecd's
eppcinted methcd of preaching t¢ the unsaved.” I
dc agk you tc nctice varefully the exact werds -
"God's APPOINTED methcd". We turn tc the Sorivtures
tc find cut; we want to knew NOT vhat we think, cr
what we believe will be resultful, but what GOD has
said, what GOD has set ferth in His Werd, for we

believe that Soripture contains a sufficiency cf
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guidance for all circumstances in whioch His dear
pecple are placsd.

The first point c¢f intrcducticn that we reach
is the importancc cf the subject; .and it is
impartant because everything concerning the Serip-
ture nust be important: inasmuch as it is related
tc Ged. Mcreover, this is impecrtant because we
cannot and weuld nct get away frcm preaching. It
is an appointed thing; it has pleased God tc
appcint preaching. Furthermore the impecrtance is
shcwn by the faot we realize that the true preacher
represents Gcd, that he is not merely geing in his
cwn name, but in the Name of Gecd. Then, further-
mcre, the impertance is omphasiced when we see the
solernn issues - if I mey use the expresgion, the
solemn issues of the preaching; it is a matter qof
1ife and death, "savcur c¢f 1life unto 1life cr cf
death untc death”, and "¥hc is sufficient fcr
these things?"

A werd might be spoken in pessing on the
subject, "WHO are tc preach?’ As Romans 10 puts
it, "Hcw shall they preach excert they be sent?"
tiithcut a Divine sending there cannct be a true
preaching. I dc nct mean & mere human appcintment,
but there must be a Divine sending. I lay a
stress upcn this at the outset for I do not want
the subject cf preaching tc suggest tc the mind of
any that every believer is btc "preach™. There is
a needs be fcr a distinot and definite call tc
preach, &8 muoh as a definite call tc salvaticn.
But althcugh only certain ones are tc preach, all
God's pecple are tc have a dsily PARALLEL in their
experience. They have the responsibility, by
their life, asnd by their lip, c¢f setting fcrth the
things of God; they have tc make manifest by their
werds and ccnversation the Gospel c¢f the Grace cf
God, and therefore they are all interested in the
best manner of presenting the Gecspel befcre these
who kncw not the truth. Cur lives indeed preach
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and our 1ips presoh, apart frem a definite
"preaching". And this reminds us that the one whe
gtands on a platform should have the boautiful
"FEET" ¢f a godly walk (Rom. 10. 15).

New we come tc¢ the second point ¢f our subject,
WHAT are the Lord's sent ones tec preach? This may
be sumarized in the words cf Jonah 3, "Preach untc
it the preaching that I bid thee”. Not only must
sent ones preaoh, but they must preaoch with an
appointed megsage, and this message whioh the Lord
bids may be described in a number of different ways,
all of vhich give different aspecols. For ezamnle,
in Mark 16. 15 we reafl "Preach the Gospel tc every
creature™; that Gospel whioh is slsewhers called
(in Matt. 13) the "Gospel of the Kingdcm", end in
Acts 20 "The Bospel of the Grace of God", Further-
riore, we preach not merely & theme, nct merely a
dootrine, - but a Perscn. As in Acts 8 we are vold,
end the fifth verss, that Philip went dcwn and
preached Christ, and then aftfermwards we find in
verse 12 he was preaching the "things ccncernin;
the Kingdom cf God sand the Nawe of Jesus Christ’
Acts 8.12. I have also just ncted down, "Preaching
the Vord" 2 Tim. 4, 2, which in Rom. 10. 8 is
desoribed as the "Word of Faith whioh we preach”.
There are, of course, other ways in which we might
desoribe what is tc be preaohed. Our beloved Lord,
that great Exanple, maid in Psalm 40. 9 "I have
preached RIGHTEOUSNESS". We read cf Neah in 2 Pet,
2. 5 that he was a "preacher cf RIGHTEOUSNESS".
But "the woerk of righteousness is poaod”, henoe we
are nct surprised tc find in Acts 10. 36 "preaohing
PBACE". And as we have referred tc our beloved
Lord as the Example, may I Jjust msntion to ycu that
in Luke 4 . 19 Ho tells us that Ye came t¢ "preaeh
IBLIVERANCE™ and tc "Preach the ACCEPTABLE YBAR OF
THE LORD". Ccnsequently we see that the message
is & wide one, inoluding bcth grace and judgment,
meroy and wrath, It is the WORD and the WHOLD WORD

and with speoisl refersnoe tc the coming Kingfom of
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the Lord Jesus Christ, for never has there been a
true preaching tc the unsaved in Soriptural record
whioh has omiftted prcphetio teaching. They have
always emphasized What ig tc core, always
emphasized the ooming of Christ. Who have been
rightly silent as tc the coming of Christ? Before
Christ oame the first time, the prcphets prcolaimed
His ccming; Jchn the Baptist emphasized the Kingdomn:
Christ spcke cf the Kingdom and tcld His disciples
to gc fcrth preaohing the Word of the Xingdem,
"THIS GOSPEL shall be preached in all the world for
& witnegs". And in Acts the instruction is always
conmeoted with the preaohing cf the Llngdom.

Q. You saild that there has besn nc true
preaching without the referenoe tc the acming
Lingdcem, but. what abcut the Middle Ages?

A. I said "IN SCRIPTURAL RBCORDS": althcugh
I am not preparcd tc say that in the Middle Ages -
the dootrine c¢f the Second Coning was sc hidden as
many people imagina. The faot of it is we have
only the histories cf Christendcm, and Christendom
wrcte abcut Christendom, but you oannot find the
true history of the true saints of God, the Lord's
hidden ones; and furthermcre, the bcasting of tc-
day that we have an advancement cver all the days
gone by is refleoted in the religicus sphere.
Pecple think they have a remarksble intuition:; it
is possible that the Lord haes gracicusly glven a
oertain reviving but- I think we have to be a little
careful before we speak cf ourselves as if in suoh
great advance on scme 'of God's dear pecple in the
Middle Ages.

Next we are privileged tc oonsider the pcint
as T0 WHOM are Gecd's appcinted servants tc preach.
This again is like the message itself, very wide,

If the message is only limited by the "WORD", the
sphere is only limited by the "WORLD™., "Gec ye intc
ALTL THE ®RLD and preaoh the Gcspel Y0 HVERY
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CREATURB" says Mark 16. 15 and 'bhe ancstle said in
Rem. 1. 14 tc "beth wise and unwise, Greek end
Barbarian' he wculd preeleim the truth. Thec Gospel
18 the Werd of Ged tc Jew and Greek - yea more,
there is a srecial stress unci those whc would be
thought the cnes to be omitted. The Lord Jesus
twice cver, in Luke 4. 18 and Luke 7. 22, declares
that He wculd presch the Gespel "tc the POOR'.
There ims therefore nothing in Scripture tc suggest
& limitation in the sphere of witness. We preaoh
to those whe have ncet heard and we preach tc these
whe refuse to hear, as well as those whose hearts
(1ike Lydia's) the Lord has ¢pened. Bzekiel 3
makes it very clear that the Lord's servant was tc

go on witnessing whether men wculd hear or whether
they would fcrbear, which implies a vproclamaticn

in spite of the mcral ocndition cf men. Of ocurse,
in Bzekiel the thcught is tc sneak tc¢ Isrsel in
spito of their mcral ocndition, but ncw there is a
brcad statemant, "Gc ye and meke disolples cf ALL
the naticns"; even a8 men of all the naticnas are
included in the oovenant with Abraham and as Christ
is the Redesmer from every naticn, sc our preaching
must be tc every naticn. The parabolic sidelight
on this is In the nmarable of the scwer. The scwer
scws the sesed, thcugh he well kncws that a large
ancunt must gc on the waste grcund. We do not
merely gc forth tc¢ preach tc heneful onses: we dc
not preach tc the eleot as the eleot, but we preach
the Gospel tc every creature, .tc all olasses, tc
811l sorts and ocnditicns of men. There is a
definite stress upon this thrcughout the. Seripture.
We preach the Gespel everywhere, cor should be
willing tc dc sc (previded we are nct in wrong
asscoiations).

And now we apnroach the very very sclemn
fourth ncint whioh must be 8ealt with by hearts
of godly ccncern, and I take the opportunity, dear
friends, of suggesting that agd we were nct alone
gt the beginning cf cur meeting®and now are alone

- - -l - -—— - -
[ asadhatiadt o dh ol et it ——— -——— - - - —_————
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among ourselves that we just have & 1little prayer
before avproaching this part cf our subject. We
were tindered at the outwvet, but now shall we
hdve a werd of prayer?

Thus we approach our fourth point, as to
MAN'S CONDITION., I -de nct think that anyons can
preach rightly unless he realizes the L9ST
oondition of man - unless he realizes in medsure
how ren is far cff frem Ged. Man is designated in
Scripture as "LOSI" ;and the term "LOSDM implies
beth & ruined condition and & ruined rosition. It
implises LOST in separation frem Gcd, and LOST in
being destroyed as tc 211 gececd. Man has nc well.-
being, from the Divins Standpeint, that is, he is
viewed a8 nothing at &l1, destroyed, lost.

Q. A&s tc the term “LOST"?

4. The tern "LGSI" is not only dealing with
man's ruined pesition "afar cff",.but his CONDITIGN,
for the word "DESTROYHD" hag T¥%0 rmeanings, and is
the very pame as the werd "lost". It mesns
DESTROYED, AND IN SEVIRANCE FROM GOD. It is a werd
tc denote geveranoc,) but, morsover, inocludes the
destruction cf a WBLLboing, that is tc say, a man
is gccd~for-nothing,i werthless; here i3 the Divine
suggesticn cf the solemn werd "LGST". Thus we have
8 twcfold thcught, and a most important bearing
this has on etsrnal punishment. Eternal punishment
iz not a taking away of existenoe, but eternal
severance from God, land man being left ne geed,
worthless, utterly useless.

But Scripture gives a wealth of further
languags to describe.man's lcst estate. iot only
do we read that "The heart is deceitthl and
mortally wounded"  but we read that man is "CORRUPT"
"UNRIGHTEOUS", that "the inaginaticn of the
thecughts of his heart wers cnly BVIL CONTINUALLY"
and that he is "DEAD IN TRESPASSES AND SINS". When
we realize man's lcst oonditicn we feel as tc.the
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preaching of the Gospel "Who is suffivient for these
things?" When we realize man's'lost ccnditicn: we
gee that a Gespel of human reasoning is altogether
faulty and pcwerless. It ie sn attempt tc raise s
men while it dces nct deal with the fact that he is
dead.. A1l human Gespels of imprevement, and
education, and reform, are nct only wcrthless but a
denial cf the ruined astatc cf man. If we cnoe, by
grace, realize that man is lcst, this will affect
cur life and our preaching, cur prayers and our
cenversing. All true dcotrine sesms linked with a
realization that MAN is aotuslly, truly and |
absolutely lcst. At once a problem suggests itself
tc the humen reascn whioh alweys -will intrude, "Vhy
prexch to man if he is lost?", "What will the
preaching dc?" Pecple may say tc us in the open
air, "#hat is the gccd of ycu preaching tc us?" and
we reply "No gocd at all”, and they cannct under-
stand it., Bubt we GO ON tc explain that in itself
our preaching will accomplish ncthing, -but that it
is not by cur wcrks, that we have no merit, and nc
expectation that our reascning or cux sttractivensess
will attraot any to Christ. It is the Spirit Whe
quickeneth; we have tc bring dcwn cur human reason-
ing, and our self-logic; it is not the first timc
this is brcught dovn. Human reascning has tc take
8 locw place when we think.of th:Triune ilajesty of
our God, human rexscning has tc take a lcwly nlace
when we peer back intc eternity; human reascning
hae tc take a lowly plaoe when we ocnsi@er anything
of Soripture, fcr human reasoning only gces a-little
way, and it limps the little way it goes.

And ncw we pess to the FIFTH pcint - SCRIPTURE
COMMANDS, INVITATIONS ete. May I ask first ycur
prayerful ocnsideraticn tc the: passages in the
parsbles vhich deal with the preaching cf the
Gespel. They have a wendrous dispensaticnal bearing,
In ¥att, 22. 2 we read "The kingdem cf heaven is
likened tc & ocertain king whc made a marriagéﬁcr his
son, and sat fcrth his servants, tc CALL them which
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were CALLED to the wedding, and they would nct
oome. £nd he sent fcrth cther servants saying,
Tell them whioh are CALLEL"(it is the same wcrd).
Angd this werd "CALLED" comes egain in verse 8.
Four times over we read that ocertain onass were
called and would nct oome, and nct onhly so, but
we read that mere than once the Ssme ones wers
called - to OALL those that were CALLED, aund then
in the oonclusion cf the parable the Hely Spirit
makes the livine comment, or perhaps we may take
it thut the Lord Jesus Himself addcd these worde
when he closed the parable, "Fcr many are CALLED,
but few are chcsen”, Here then five times in Matt.
22 we have the thcught ¢f a wide oall, and if we
turn to the scmewhat parallel parable in Luke's
Gospel the 14th ¢h. we find there (Luke 14. 15)
"A certein ran made 8 great supper and bade many
{the word is "CALLED" again) and sent his servant
at supper time tc say tc.them that were oalled,
Ccme, because all things are ncw ready; and they
began tc make an excuse™, and further on we read
in verse 24, "For I,say that none of thcse men
that were CALLED shall taste of my supper". Here
then we see that there is a 0811 which is wide in
its sphere, and which in itself is always
rejected. '"None of the men that were called shall
taste of the supper", NOT ONB. It is a call
univereally rejected, this is a remarkable state-
nent.

Having ncticed therefors the sipght-fold
mention ¢f the werd "CALLHD", shell we just go
back to the Larriage feast in ilatthew 22, and
nctioe ancther expressicn, en expressicn which is
net fcund in Luke in the same way. Says verse 9,
"Ge ye.therefors intc the highwsys, and as many &
ye shall find bid tc the marriage. And they
gathered together (says verse 10) as many as they
feund, beth bad and geed, and the wedding was
furnished with guests". Here then we see nct only
a2 call eut but a gathering tcgether cf as many as
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oculd be feund. We recolleot, toc, the sonevhai
similar parable, thcugh in a different oontexv, in
Matt. 13, where we have the net oast into the sea
which gathered c¢f every kind. Now these parables
suggest not cnly a general presshing, but a genersal
0alling and a general gatherirg; but how then are
we to oxplain cthor Scriptures vhich are more
numerous?  Seid the Lsrd Jesus in att. 9, "I am
not come %c call the righteous, but sinncrs tc
repentance”™. May I, at this pcint, say that whers
we are t0ld they gathered as many at they fcund
bcth bad and gecd, I am very doubtful whether we
have not misinterpreted the gocd ones as if REALLY
gccd cnes. I belisve the "gccd" ocnes are the
SRLF-00CD in this parable, even ae in this other
nassage "I canme not tc call the righteous” ars ths
SELF-RIGETEOUS. .The good cne. speoially mentloned
was the one whc had nct the wedding garment, whe
came in his own gocdness, whioh was no gocdiess
acceptable befecre the Lord. 4Apart from that
striking statement of the Lerd Josus "I come not fc
0all the rightecus™ we know.very well the other
precious words in Isa. 55, "Ho, everyone that
thirsteth, ccms ve tc the waters, and he that hath
no meney, ccme ye, buy and eat, yea, come buy wine
and milk without money and without price’. The
invitaticn is there nct oaly limited to The thirety
cne, but limited tc the cne whe has nothing. If we
think we have anything we are not includsd in that
invitation. It is net an invitation tc thcse who
nave MONEY, or to thcse whe have NOTHING, but ONLY
tc these whe have NOTHING., The call is therefors
entirely distinct frem the other 0all that ws have
just baen ccnsidering. We recollect tcc the
passage, "Come untc Me all ye that LABOUR and are
heavy-laden, and I will give you rest". To the
Pharicees who BOUND burdens the Lord had NO oall
but & "WOE'. To those whc BORB burdens He had &

swevt end precious and gracious o2ll.

Now is thers any ocntradiotion in thess two
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0alle? 3y n¢ meang. The one is the gsneral valdl,
like the gsneral seed-soattering which has a
dispensaticnal aspeot at different times in
different ways. Of old, the dispensational ocall
was to Israel, ncw the dispensaticnal oall is fc
the Gentiles partioularly, thcugh Israel are nct
forgetten, but Israel oalled now are called cn the
same leével es the Gentiles. We go nct ftc the Jews
AND the Gsntileg, but to a1l natiocns .on the same
level. They are all part of "THB WORLD" and the
dispencaticnal o0all is tc suoh, even as it was in
0lden times tc Israsel as a peouliar nation; but-
though we make the general oall and say God
welyomes Gentiles, there is a salvation to Gentdles,
not 1imited tc -one race, - we have this generad -
0al]l and say that whoscever will is welocrme to the
graoe whioh Gcd gives, thcugh we do not and eannot
fully explain in opan-air preaching whenoe oomas
the "will" for "it isinot of him that WILLETH™, but
it ie the WILL cof God that we WILL! Althcugh we do
not fully explain that, and cannct, yet we realize
wvithcut any contradioticn that in cur preaching
there MUST be & peculiar emphasis on scmething else
as well, namely that God invites THGSE WHO HAVE A
FPELT NBED. Wo shall hare no difficulty in saying
that God's Gespel 18 to all races, and then sayin
in the next sentsnce "God doth not 0all the (self
righteous, but only SINNERS". The oall is to
ginnars AS SINNERS, not merely tc man as man; mer
proolaimaed to the elsot as the sleot, but to
sinaers as sinners. ;But only the eleot SEE - -
THEMSELVES in the position of sinners. By naturs
man is toc proud tc see himself as an absoluls
ginner; - it needs the Divine grace tc lay hold of
ons, before he will -see himself as a sginner. Yom
remember when Israel were very willing to serve the
Lord professodly, Joshua ecaid, "You cannct serwvs
the Lord", and when in.John's Gesnel the 6th ah.
the pecple were oavilling and ready tc promise
anything to obtain some financlal and physiocsl
return, the Lord said, "No ous 0an gome exoept %the
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Father ¥hich hath sent He draw him".

Q. Wers ycu raferring tc any Scripture when
yeu said that Ged had nct callz@ mon . a8 man, buv
sinners as sinners?

A, I was particularly vsferring tc the
passage "I came nct tc call the rigatoous but
sinners tc repentence", tho remark was in that
connecticn.

3¢ that Jchn 6, and similar pa6sages, remind .
us that vhen me: oavil we are tc speak plainly and
tc say, "You cannct come". In octher werds, the
present-day preaching cf a ohedp gospel whioh laya
everybhing in the pcwer cf man, nmust make us mcre
definite that men is ncthing, and must cause us ¥c
lay a further stress upcn vhe fact that the Lord
THVITHS the DHIRSTY and the HEAVY LADEN.

Our next pcint is, "Examples and feaccnS in
Reccrded #itnessing". Dc we nct have a pracicus
exemple of preaching in Acts 137 Thers vie have in
verse 26 the invitation beautifully put, "HMen ant
brethreun, children cf the gtock- of Abraham, and
whesoever amcing yeu feareth Ged, 70 YOU is the %Werd
of this Balvation sent". And again further cn,

"Be it kncwn therefcre, men and brethren, that
through this man is preached untc yeu the fcrgive-
ness ¢f sins, end by him ALL THAT BELIBVE" - notice
9 certain limitation here after the general werding
cf verse 38, which is very carefully put; there
comes the further limitaticn that "By Him ALL THAT
BALIEVE ARB JUSTIFIED from all-things frem whioh
yeu oculd nct be justified by the law of Hcgas”.

G. Verse 38 is addressed- tc "men", not tc

sinners?
A. True; afldressed tc them by the name cf

men, but lccking back tc verse 16, we find that it
was addressed to the men cf Israel whe by taking

their positicn in the synagegue at that time tcok
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the attitude of being thcse who professed to
acknewledge God - is it net so?

Q. Yes, but they did not take the position
cf acknowledging themselves, possibly.

A. But the Jews wers understccd tc be sc
dcing, were they not® The apostle goes cut to
them and says, "Men -and brethren, children ¢f the
stock of Abraham, and whoscever ameng ycu feareth
God". '

The beacon tc which I referred is recorded in
Aots 17 where we have an cmission c¢f the SCRIPTURE
METHOD OF presenting Christ and Him cruwoified;
reccrded by the Holy Spirit, in a perfeot
ingpiration to warn us lest we fail amid peculiar
emergencies.

We ccme ncw to ccnsider MISLBADING EXPRBSSIONS
and tc rejeet them. These can easily be
classified. Might I suggest to our friends that
they will come across many which they ean olassify
sorewhat thus:-

(a) Those whioh BXALT MIN are tc be reject-
ad.
{b) Those which on the other hand DENY
MAN'S ACCOUNTABILITY are tc be
re joected. and thirdly
(o) Those which veil the glery of God as
the Giver of salvation are to be
rejected,
Among expressions which are misleading one finds,
at the present day,’such statsments &5 "Give your
heart to Gcd", as thcugh man ccuvld present any-
thing to God, by a misapplicaticn of the passage
in Prcverbs where it is "My son, give e thine
heart™ meaning as the ccntext shcws, attention tc
the things ¢f the Lord. We have a similar mis-
leading expression which secms t¢ place every-
thing in the creature’s power - "Get right with
Ged™ - language without warrant in the Sceripture
and ENTIRELY misleading. Or "Make your psace
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with God", an expression that ignores the fact that
Christ has "made peace by the-blocd of His crcsg™
and that man's attempts are cnly proud and resultless.

Q. In what sanse would you use that expression
"Give your heart to Gecd"?

A. 1In vhat sense should we use the proper
passage? "MY SON, give Me thine heart and let thine
eyes observe My ways". We say, "Give your heart. to
anything? "Put your heart into it". "Give" and "Put"
are somewhet simllar in Seripturs.

Q. Wuld you use that pessage with

ohildren? {i.s. in the home).

A. It hes a gpiritual applicaticn of ccourss,
yetl it was Bclcmon's instruction tc his child, and
8till gives help as to the trzining of children in
gcdly hcmes.

Q. We should be right in saying that a "son"
was a&ddressed?

A, Yes.

There ars also misleading expressions, lilke ths
general wcrds uttered freely and glibly to everybody,
"Christ died for yeu". Ncw we kncew frem Seripture
that when the Lord Jesus died He did not die tc make
men "SAVABLB", but He died to SAVE and therefore He
did nct conscicusly bear the sins of any whe will be
finally lest. He knew whe would be brecught to
believe in Him, and He gave His life a Renscm fcr
meny. It is remarkable that in the parable there is
g, wendrous accuracy - "Come, for all things are ncw
ready"™ says the parable in the general cdll., "I
have sacrificed" says the parable in Matt. 22 -~ "The
gsaorifice is completed™, but there is never the
application tc say, "It is for you" t1ll any come
and partake, and thus prove it is fcr them,

Q. As tc the Seripture "All things are ready",

T have sacrificed®™?
A. The term "I have sacrificed" occmes in the

parable, tut thcugh the Lord says in both parables
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"A1l things are now ready™. Joripture never
warrents us in going further than that. We ocan
say, "411 things are ready; the sascrifice is com-
pleted", but we ocannot say inaiscriminataly,
"Christ disd for you® 1111 we kncw whe are tc be
brcught by gracs tc believe in the Tord Jesus.

@. But the werd "for" is limited and
explained. "For" is true if ycu dc not mean
"instead of". I wculd cbject tc "Christ died
instead of you', but I wculd nct chject tc
"Christ dizd for ycu”.

A, That comcs tc 8 very impcrtant subject,
the varicus aspects of the death of Christ, aoes
it not? Ao

Q. 7Ycu cculd say, "Christ died fer gou™" tc
anycne who wag under resl ccnviotion of sin?

A. TUndcubtedly, and ycu can always say,
"Christ died fer sinnevs"withcut the slightest
hesitatican, "Christ died for those whc were wicrth-
less™,

. DBut tc say that perscnally is tc assume
that you kncw fcr whem Christ died.

A. Ycu can, when you feel ccnvinced that
there 18 a werk cf grace in anyone, but in general
indiscrininatensss ycu cannct.

2. @hat aboutsthe werd "for" in the place of
"instead of"?

A, I am inelined to think thet is equivcesl;
I dc not say on your part, but it would be on my
part.

Q. Then "Cems, for all things are ready" is
the general call?

A. Never dces the Scripture 1in the parable
gc further than that. 1t says, "I have sacrificed;
the things are realdy". Sc we may say "The
sacrifice is made,, the things are ready, death has
taken place, and the work, finished and the Saviour
raised and in the glory". The Lord Jesus has berne
the sins of guilty cnes, but we osnnot make a
perscnal. applicaticn; it is the work of the Spirit

of God sc¢ tc do.
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. May I suggest that it 1s unwlse to take the
passage in 2 Cor. 5 and epply it to the unsaved -
"We beseech yocu in Christ's stead be ye reconoiled
to God". The Holy Spirit 1s spesking there directly
tc believers who had become almest querrelsome to-
ward God; it is sad tc say sc but this is true. The
context shows that very plainly.

Q. The werd "you" is left out.
A. Yes.

"God hath reoonciled us tc Himself"™ - "Ged was

in Christ reccnciling & world unto Himself". "A"
werld is the term; it is not "the" world but "e
world" (mark the wideness). "Not imputing their
trespasses unte them and hath comnitted untc us the
Nord cf reoonciliation. Now then we are ambassadors
for Christ as though God did beseech by us, we pray
in Christ's stead be ye reconciled to God", and the
next chapter goes on, "We then as workers togsther
with him beseech ycu that YE receive nct the grace of
God in vain". Thig is addressed to believers who.

were wandering away from the Lord.

May I alsc suggest as tc the word "OFFER" that,
though in its derivaticn, the word "OFFER" i8 a
perfectly satisfactory term, with regard tc the
offering cf the Gespel, yet in its USAGE I am very
docubtful of this word "cffer". The term "offer”, in
its present USAGE, seems unsatisfactory in that it
is apt to glorify the creature and suggest that some-
thing is breught before him which he by his natural
will accepts: but, as we kncw, it is the work of God
1f any are brought tc acoept and to receive.
Summerizing, we realize that we are sent .forth tc
tell to.man God's demends, His mercy as well as His
judgment, and invite sinners.tc receive His free
giff. The present-day Gospel,; professedly kinder
than the true Gospel, is only & cheap Gespel, and
powsrless, for it demands something from man. It
meets him nine-tenths of the way, BUT seeks gomething

in him. He must DO the believing, he must DO
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something. The true Gespel of the grace ¢f God

meets pcer lost sinners the whole ten-tenths cf
the way. It is nct Ged's snswer tc man's prepura-
tion, but Ged's out-werking ¢t Cod's preparaticn.
Ged is the Beginning, Ged is the Vorker through-
cut, end God's glory is the goal cf the Gespel of
the grace of God, ‘

Just a werd cn the work of the Holy Spirit in
conneotion with the preaching. It is most
impertant that there shculd be the werk of the
Holy Spirit in the preacher, as Paul says in 1 Cor,
2. "In Qemcnstration of the Spirit and of power".
If any are tc be saved there must be the werk of
the Spirit ¢f Gcd in the. hearer, fcr cnly that
which is bern of the Spirit is spirit, and the
natural man receiveth not the things cf the Spirit
of Ged fer they are fcolishness tc him. That
there must be the work of Ged I the hesrer is
beautifully brcught out in the paralie of Luke.1l4.
You will nctice, in Hatt. 22, "They gothered as
many a8 they found both bad and geed"; but in
Luke 14 where there is only one who gsthers, he-
cnly gathers the bgd. It is there the Holy Spirit
gathering, and thus we see that all whc are
gathered are gathered BY the Spirit. And there is
ne cne turned cut iA Luke 14, whereas there is
vhen WE gather as in Matt. 22.

Phirdly, as tc the work of the Holy Spirit,
hew is it to be br¢ught intc cur subject? Are we
tc preach this to the UNSAVED? As a general rule
we dc net find that Scripture presents this
aspect, thus we must rather preach Christ snd Hinm
crucified. We dc nct preach primarily a subject-
ive work cf the Spirit, but the cbjective werk of
the Lord Jesus. ‘When men begin tc cavil THEH we
tell them that ncne can come to Christ exoept that
1% is given them cf the Father, and we tell them
of the secret things of the Lerd Ged, but in the
general preaching tc pocr, lost sinners, we dc nct
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set forth, at the outset, sleoting grace cr the
hidden secret work of ths opirit.

4 word an the Pride cf Qrthedoxy. There is
much danger lest we should think sc¢ much c¢f our
acouracy cf statement, and ferget the intensity cf
desire; that we should think s¢ maoh cf careful
werding and forget the need for heartiness. It is
8¢ easy tc be prcud and think that we kncw more than
¢cthers when all the time they may be mcre lcving
than we, that their ocommunion with the Lorad may be,
in measure, ag real ag curs, or fuller. Dc not
think that I plesd for a recognition of fsilure, or
that 1 suggest that those whe are wandering frem God's
arrangements cf accuracy are to be ocmmended. My cnly
desire is that while as tc godly accuracy "thess
things OUGHT we tc dc", yet ' we cught nct to leave
other things undcne. -There 1s a nead fcr all-round
Christian character, and there is no roecm fer pride.
1f we are clear-headed as tc the Truth cf Gcd's grace
the glecry belengs to Ged, It is His werk cc bring ue
tc realize the Truth that we may pass it on, even as
it vas His work to bring us first of all to the Truth,
Christ Jesus Himself. Oh, dear friends, let us sgek
that we may not merely study this subject ag a mental
etudy, not merely study it with a view to mere
activity in vreaching, but that we may see how this
subject glerifies God and humbles both the preacher
and hearer to the Aust. The means are totally
inadeguate unless the 3pirit cf Ged works, ncr are we
tcld tc alter the means tc make them more effectual.
We are tc unee means which we know can produce nothing
unlees the Lord works, for we are to rest on that
precicus working of the Lord, and thus to glorify
Himgdlf in cur method of preaching as well as in the
wicle c¢f cur lives.

Wew I am afraid I have continued rather a long
vhile this svening, dear brsthren, but there is a
little cpportunity for any converegaticn.



18,

Q. There i3 one point abcut men being called
t¢ preach. If a man is truly converted and is
able to speak and is very concerned as to the lost
acnditicn ¢f men and hag a desire to preach tc
them because he feels their need and is saddened
by thelr need, is there any limit tc¢ that man's
preaching?

A. There is grave difficulty suggegsted by
the question. First of all, it is so hard tc say
exactly where preaching beging and where ccnversa-
ticn leaves ¢ff. It is, further, difficult tc
make a general statement in a general way as to
personsg. If a man is led by Gel to preach - well
and geced; but a mere realization of the sad state
cf man and a mere enthusiesm is noet encugh. There
must be a definite call.

d. It would nut be enthusiasm - the realiza-
ticn of man being lost Goes nct awaken snthusiasm.

A, I do nct kncw, I think it dces, but if
ycu weuld rather ncet have the werd anthusissm the
thecught cf pity is nct enough because thers ars so
nany others ways of raaching men bésides presching.

Q. I fsel that the Lerd's disciples are all -
true believers and they have their marching crders
tc gc to the world and preach the Gespel tc every
craaturs, for "ILc I am with yeu slways”.

A. ould you say that they are all called tc
proaoh in thes sams wey?

Q. ¥Xo, some have ¢ne gift and scme have
ancther,

A, Quite sc. In the early churoh, was all
the body a mecuth?

8. No.

A. Henoce we realize that there are & number
cf ways cf making kncvn the truth, d¢c we nct?

Q. Yes, but if s man has a talent, he shoull
use it to the Lord.

A. True, quite’true. I am not msking any
objeotion tc that point; that settles the whele
thing, "Hcw shall they preach exeept they be SBNT?"

Q. Hew weuld yocu define that you are salled
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of God? A frue believer feels impelied to gc and
preach and might say that he is as muoh ocncerned
for the sculs of men as yeu are, and that Cod has
glven Him a gift, Hcw oan ycu say that this is
mere enthusiasm, and that he is not to preach?

A. I dc nct kmew that cur respensibility is
tc go and tell vecple they ere not to preach. I do
net think that is the attitude we have particularly
taken in cur position tc the Lord. Ly position
would be rether like this. "My" first sphers {whec-
ever 1 am) is personal. "I" am personally
responsible. My second sphere is. wherever the Lord
gives me influence with Him. Am I not respensible
that those who preach in conneotion therswith set
fcrth what I believe tc be the truth? The third
point wculd be this, that beyond that gphere one
oan only say "I rejoioce that Christ is preached,
even if cf .strife and contention - yea, and I will
rejoioe". Well, if we go as far as that and say
that we rejcice in that, surely this includes all
the true believers fc whcm you refsr, and who are
net sc fer astray as tc preacrh Christ definitoly cf
envy and ccntention - Dces nct this deal with yeur

point? .
Q. To their own Master they stand or fall.
A, Yes.,

Q. Xnd we have all cne Master?

A. Yes, if in Christ Jesus, (but the judgment-
geat ¢f Christ is real).

Q. And that Mester, Christ.

&. Yes,

Q. We are told tc be instant in seascn and
cut of seascn, that means always?

A. Nc dcubt, there is an anplication cf that,
but it was addressed criginelly tc Timcthy. Ve
shculd nct like tc say that beaeause Timothy was
told tc preach the Word, and tc dc the werk of an
Hvangelist, therefore every child cf God is tc do
the work of an Evangelist, ncr dc I like quite %o
say that when the Lord oommanded His disciples "&o

and preach the Gospel tc every oreature” that
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everyone therefere is made intc z missionary. The
Lerd ccmmanded them as His servants, "Hecw shell
they preach except:they be sent?® It is s Aiffi-
oulty tc kncw what the- sending ¢f the Lord meens,
but our failure tc:grasp it dces nct slter the
reality,

Q. I think it is an individual questicn.
Wiould you say that if a man has nct a true kncw-
ledge cf human depravity, hcw oan he be sent?

A. One feels inclined tc say that, and
further though we would cwn tc His cwn Laster he
stands or falls, yet may we not hesitste tc alter
the words, and say it is an individual question.
The faiture of to-day is largely because there is
& great deal of stress on an "individual question”,
and we want tc reach a mcre unsnimous pcsiticn, in
love's chedience (1 Cecr. 1. 1C).

Q. ..., and if a man did nct knew the lost
occndition he would scarcely be ccnverted.

A, Hew we wish that everyone whc was saved
REALIZED the lost..conditicn tc¢ set it fcrth more
definitely..

Q. Another pcoint - you consented that you
cculd say, "Christ died for you" tc a man whc oame
tc you in real convieticn of sin FOR "Christ diegd
fer sinners”. Hew @ll men are sinners, for the
Werd says "All have.sinned", and hcw are ycu cr
anycne tc kncw what is real cenvieticn ¢f gin or
unres) conviction?

A. Dc we not have tc Judge as to many things
as tc what anpears to us, for examplé, I TREAT you
a8 & brecther in Christ, hew dc I ENOWS _

Q. Well, cf course, it is VICB VERSA - on my
side a8 well as cn yours.

A, Quite so; well then, if it is possible
for us to do so, and yet to feel that there is
nothing untrue inrit, is it not pcssible that if
we are walking closely with Ged we can tell when
there is real ccnvicticn c¢f sin® Merecver, can we
not take pecple on their profession scmetimes?
For exumple, the Lord ocalled the servant a servent
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when he CLAINMED tc be one. If « man said tc me, "I
feel I am & sinner", I should say, "I have s Saviour
for sinners! Who died for such as you ere", because
he takes that position. We dc not say he is saved,
but when he takss that nosition as a sinner then are
we net entitled te tell him that Christ died for
such? By taking s place as not laying olaim tc any-
thing he is putting in his olaim for everything.

Q. I dc nct wish tc emphasize that side of the
question sc much as that Christ died for sinners.

4. Christ died for ungodly ones. It is not
that Christ died for ths ungodly simply beoauss in
that conditien. Christ died for UNGODLY ONES.
Soripture dces not mean tc express the conditicn, as
a procf all suoh are to be saved, but the oharacter
of those for whom He died. The English renders it,
"THE ungcdly™, but astually it is "ungedly ones".

Q. Well then, if it is ungodly oncs, all are
ungodly ones, fcr all have sinned. ‘

A. Yes, but when ycu use an expression without
the article, you emvphasize it as CHARACTERISTIC. It
is "Christ died net for good ones but for thcse who
have the nature of ungcdly", for thcse who have the
nature cf 8inners; this is their chargoteristio,
thelr definition. If I were tc say I have a messagse
for sinners I mean these whe knowr-they are cf that
cendition. They realize that they are the ¢mnes te
whom it is addressed. Surely that is the cnly way
in whioh the term "Christ died fecr ungcdly ones" is
tc be understood. Those who have nothing but
ungodliness, nothing wcrthy.

Q. How dc' you aceount for the statement of
Christ that "As loses 1ifted up the serpent in the
wilderness even sc must the Son of man be liffted up
that whcscever believeth™? Ths serpant was 1lifted
up in the wilderness, I believe, for the whole of
the people in the oamp whether.they locked or
whether they 4id not. These whe lcoked had thsir

@iscage healed,
A. %Whosoever was BITTEN, when hs lcokegd,

lived.



22,

Q. Yes, all are of courss bitten by sin for
"811 have sinned". . The ssrpent was lifted up fer
sinners and for all whe lccked.

A. If they lcckead.

Q. Nc, it was lifted up in the ocamp.

\. But man is by nature blind as regards a
spiritua} lock, and therefore the parallel with
that will'be the one whe has rsceived spiritusl
eyesight.

. No, I think the serpent was lifted up for
the whcle camp. : .

A. TFcr any who felt their need.

Q. He bere the bite for these who lecked
oertainly, nevertheless the ssrpent .was lifted up
Por the vhols oamp and that is hcw I believe
Christ was 1ifted up.

.  The prcolsmeticn is universal, but if we
make the death of Christ universal, He did nct pay
cur éebt. . There ig no transaction. He has cnly
xade us savable, in which ocese I have nc hepe.
Unless Christ absclutely psid my debt definitely.
if I feel He cnly just died fcr me in.a general
vagus wey, I hawe nc hope - no hepe, unless He
tcck the exact lcad which the Lerd laid upen Him.
"The Lord laid uvcn Him wvhe iniquity of us all".

Q. I had nct locked at it like that, I
shculd have said my debt was paid, and because I
1cck of oocurse I must live. Nevertheless, sven if
I had not lccked Christ was uplifted, and it was
net Cod's fault if I was lcst, therefore there is
the 081l tc "whcsoevsr'.

A, None of us suggest it was God's fault.
The point is this - that whan cur .belcvsd Lord died
for sinners He dicd acoomplishing a werk of which
He shall gee the travail of His goul. "All that
the Father giveth Me shall ocm2 to Me" He says;

He will give.sternal lifs. tc as many as were GIVEN
Him. If He died vaguely for others He tcok what
was not given tc Him, whioh would secm tc m3 tc
oast & slur cn the perfectiess cf His charaotor.
In the proolemsticn as sccn 28 & mnen sees he has
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ncthing he is welccme tec .the Savieur.

Q. 1 feel that if I tcok it ctherwise I
should ses incongistenoy in God., I dc nct think
gcd's prcolamation is inccensistent with what He

0es, :

A. If cthers of us were tc take it ycur way,
1t would seenm tc them to be inccnsistent to tho
oharzeter of Ged. It would be making the Gospel
& mere oxpedient, and it would make the BFFECT cf
the wcrk dependent upon ourselvas,

Q. I feel that suppcsing I went cut into the
street and I called men tc oome to a certain placs
and T did nct intend them bo come,- that would be
inccngistent and when God says, "whososver" 1
think He mesns "whosoever".

A. "Whosoever BELIEVETH". D¢ not leave ouf
the verb. "Whesoever WILL", and we believe that
Gcd dces mean Whescever believeth and Whescevwer
will, If we thcught that God preclaims the Gespel
which did not prcvide One bearing the exact legal
punishment it would sesnm a heopeless misleading
Gespsl, but if we kmow it is & Gospel tc sinners,
and any whc feel their need a8 sinners, will, when
they oome, find that the very fseling'cf their need
was graciocusly given of God, we have scmething tc
stand firm.

Q. But I felt that the sacrifioce of Ohrist
was infinite, that it was suffioient for a willicn
werlds as- great as this. _

A. Suffioienoy in a person 1s preclous, but
the sufficienoy cf a thing is limited tc its
efficiency. Christ was suffiocient tc save millions
of worlds, quite true, but Christ's werk was

guffioient tc do what it did, but if there was &
surplus He paid tcc muoh, and the whole blessedness

of the sxaotness of the transacticn is gpoiled. 4n
over-suffioiensy in & werk is a“failure. An over-

gufficienoy in a Persen is & glory.
Q. But He could not dc mere then die, and He

12i4 down His life.
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4, vas that all? "He bare the sin of MANY".
"?he Lord hath 1aid on Him the iniquity of us alll
Surely it was o definite equivalent when He peaid
our debt; but though the sudbject is precicus we
nust nct stay longer tc-night. Yet we may
congider it another time, i1f the Lord will.

Tt e o e e e g ey St S e G e G e e g -

It is a jcy tc have the gespel, which
ig God's pcwer tc salvation, and it will
be a privilege tc hesar frem any who have
diffionlties,
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