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1 GORINTEHITANS T.
( fart 1)

An Addresa by lir. P. W. Heward,

61, Upton Lsesne, Forest Gatw,
1l Hovember, 1915.

In the two wondrous inspired epistles to Corinthiang
believers, God brings before us His own infinite tendernesa, and
wuch instruoction for His pecple, to this very day. Soripture is
NEVER out of date. Believers should be, in a deeply spiritusl semse,
oonformed te the words of God and not oconformed to this age.

There were evidently various "parties"™ at Corinth, and the
developgment of this party spikit effected everything, conseguently
there were some who wWere much opposed to God's servant Paul, uthnr;
were strongly "in favour of him", but in & manner which he would
not have sought, for he desired that the Lord's Neme, end will,
elone should be honoured. However, there were real Christhans

at Corinth, and real Christiens in comparstively lerge numbers.

But many were influenced, or shall I not say, damaged by those
around them, whom at least, were not sdorning the doctrine of God,
and a8 to whose salvation God's servant himself, was, in measure,
doubtful. Yet some desired toc kmow how to please the Lord with
respect to their homes, and with this desire,it would seem, they
wrote to the apostle. In chapter 1 he gives & genersl introduction
regarding what he had keard asbout the Corinthiens. In the second
chapter he deals v th the deep things of God, though unable to
explain them fully while sin was not fully judged. In the third
end fourth chapters he speaks Ffurther to the rebuking of the earnal
8pirit manifest among them. In the fifth chapter he outa ak the
root of "libexrty"™ so-called, which was actually licentiousmess.

In the sixth chapter he explains the iniguity of going to lawswith
brethreb, and marks out the trus attituie of believers with respect
to thelr bodlea. Those bodies were to be viewed as belonging to
the Lord, and therefore in the matter of food and sll else that
conoerns the body they were to realise themselves bought with a
price. FIESHLY indulgence was totelly out of place in those who
hed received & grascious salwvation, snd this is the recot of the
Divine testimony in ch. 5. It is on the background of chepters
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2.

5 and 6 that chapter 7 goes forth. Fleshly indulgence and
selfishness grieve God's Holy Spirit! Apparently there were
those at Corinth who were very troubled as to their position with
reapect to heathen partners. The believer's positioh is guite
¢lear regarding business matters. He ocern buy of an ungodly ome,
and sell to an ungodly one, and be employed by em ungodly onme,
But he must not share a business with aﬁ ungodly ome. TheBe
things are on the surface of Soripture. 3But the home presented
and presents, problems. With meny et Corinth, whenm it was
commenced, both were heathen. Grace hed lsid hold of the husbend
here, or the wife there, and the other remained a heathen,
frequenting heathen temples. Some at Corinth Pfelt this was
unbearable, and that they could not live in the same houaa??%it
at the pame table with anm idol worshipper. Others said an idel
was nothing, end even went to the i1dok house. Doubtless, this
alaxmed those ucnﬁetua& Yot more. What were they to d4o? The
apostle dces not deal with this sspeot of the matter Pirast, but
takes the wider question respecting merrisge and its sccompaniments.
Thus haes the Lord often overruled ignorance and failure of others,
to give us MUCH teaching. May we be those who learn NUGCE.

Several times over in this chapter we have +the
expresesion "It 1s good". TVexses 1, B, a;i and the term “good™
here, 1s rather "manifestly good", - "beautiful™ - that whieh will
give & testimony before & ruined world, for Peul was always
concerned that there should be a witnesa for Chriest. A similar
expression to ™it is good"™ occurs in verse 53. In feot we may
say thet, from one end of the chapter to the other, God's servent
longs that the Lord may be glorified. In this passage moreover,
we have two digtinct things; firet - commandments, secondly -
advice. We must not confuse the two. In one verse we notice the
apogtle puts it thus. Verse 10 - Unto the married, I command, yet
not I, but the Lord. How about verse 127 There we read, "But to
the rest speak I, nct the Lord. Is there in THESE two verses the
contrast between command and opinion? MNo, there is the centrast
between the direct commsnd of the Lord Jesus in the Gospel, and
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3.

epd the inepired command of His servant who was very humble in
the wey he put it, but who nevertheless waes led by the Spirit of
God. Where them is the contrast between command and opinion. It
is slweys OLEARLY stated. In verse & the apostile looking back
says, I speak this by permission. and not of commandment, and the
word “J;arm:l.asién“ is literally "according to em opinion togethex™,
& personal opinton. Now the opinion of a godly man is Very
important, but Paul, being inspired, is cereful to let us know
when he simply deoclares the opinion of a godly maen. This lays a
grester stress on the inspiretion when such & limit is NOT glven,
and Pfurther it would bring before us God's appointed way of
dealing with certein circumstances. You cannot alweys say, Thie
thing is the i1l of the Lord, inasmuch a8 it is not universally
the will of the Liord. It is the will of the Lord for THIS
brother, ﬂF;::l: not for THAT brother. I:; such ceses Paul gave his
opinion, that godly ones might in tThe power of the Spirit of God
§pplr the will of God to their own parficular case. Commendmenta
sre oftentimes more universal. Nevertheless, godly opinions are
important. I was impressed by the way in which this very epistle
begins with the statement (oh. 1. 10)"I beseech you, brethrem,...
thet ye be perfectly joined together in the same mind (that is onme
espeot - the recognition of truth) and in The same oPINION (that
4g the other). Notice the mark of the intense fellowship among
the evil kings of Rev. 17 with Antichrist: they have one OFINIOH,
and give their authority to the beast, {the same word is used).
The apostle would therefore have us digtinguish Dbetween commandments
whiéh were, sud are, binding; end opinioms. I regret that this
word "opinion™ is veriously rendered. For exemple it comes in
verse 25, I have not a commandment, but I give an opinion, and

in verse 40 "But she is heppier if she so abids, after (mccording
to) my opinion™. Now the opinion of one Who had received mercy
from the Lord to be faithful was very important, but 1t was HOT
tpiversally binding, nor irtended Lo be. There were exceptioms,
there were speecial circumatences, yet to lightly esteem the

opinion and suggestion of s godly man like Faul would be a grisvouma
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4.
error. ILet us carefully distinguish, therefore, érnm one end of
the ohapter to the other, thaet which is a sommandment, snd thet
which is =n opinion. Among commepndments we heve the definite
statement thet the point regariing which the Torinthiens wrote— e 1
was to be settled by the unbelieving partmer belng allowed to
remain. There was to ba N0 severance of mnrriaga tiea hac&uaa cne
rmna muvaw The apustm:tnnt sﬁdWh&n mrr:l.uga
was contemplated, it was not only to be im Christ, but & stronger
expression is used, "In the Lord", bot only to & fellow-believex,
but in harmeony with the will of the TLord, to the one whom the Lord
has marked out, walking in obedience unto Him. But when any were
saved after they were married, the marriage union wes not broken,
by the wondrous change teking place in one of the livems. Henoce
the commend of verse 10, Let not the wife depart from her husband.
But suppose she had deperted, for the tense in verse 11 implies :
this, "But,and if she have departed” - the apostle wes clear, the
possible courses were open TO the different believing wives who
had teken this unwise step, "Let . hex rama;ﬁ unmnxriua. or be _
reconciled to her husband". The Lord would direct in each ocase. -
Gresce, and a new creation in Christ Jesus, the fact +het a belisver
had died to sin and risen again in the perscn of hie oxr hex Toxd,
44a not untie natural reletionships which existed before. This is
an important decision that goes far Pfurther than marrisge. If a
ohild of God has obligations which dgte beck to his or her
unwonverted days, it is importent Go seek to fulfil these :
oblightions in ope's converted days. A new 1ife slters everything
concerning our past sins AS pQ THE LORD, but it doces not alter
our poeition a8 ©to The world with respect %o Pulfilling obligations,
end undoing whatever evil we can.Here then is & ﬂﬂﬂ!ll‘-‘hiﬂh»fh#
apostle emphasizes by further commands in verse 12 and 13, for
please notice that though we read here, "I spalk, not the Loxd¥,
there is no suggestion this is merely an opinion. ¥he thought is
ghrist 4id not spesk on thie subject in the record of the Gospel.
He d4id Bpeak on the octher. But the Hely Spirit now applies
instruction through the apostle. If axy brother hath a wife ta_.imu
belicveth mot, end she be plessed to dwell With him, let him mot
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put her sway. Incidentally this gives us a very helpgul thought.

It shows us thet believers should be VERY CAHEFUL as to any seeming
felloweship with unbelievers. If the apostle marked ocut that the
dwelling together, and the sitting at the same table, were allowable
with regard to those who were =0 closely related, because of marriage,
he implied it was not desirable in =my other cases. He implied that
it was out of plece for & ohild of God %o find enjoyment in sitting
et a meal table with an ungodly mam. It was, epd is, out of place .
for a child of @Ged to have & home fellowship with those who know not
His Master. Thers are only twe exceptions here mentioned, that of
husbend snd wife, and of parents and children. (Babies, I should say,
beceuse the Holy Spirit does not hint any approvel of their growing
up unsaved.)

Another problem would come up for solution in conneotion
with the difficulty et Corinth. Suppose that the unbelieving pariner
went away himself, or hers@&lf. The bellever waa not to depart, the
believer was not to put away. but if the unbeliever departed (verse
15) - God deals wiih every possible circumstance -"If the unbelieving
depert, let him depart® A brodther or & sister has not been enslaved
in such ceses, bul God hath cslled us in peacse™. In obther woxds,
if the ungodly husband went ewey end seid, I will not live with,ﬁr
believing wife, the believing wife was not to force this, but to
guietly wait and te léave ¥t with the Lord, she wes to be perfectly
olear it was not her seeking or her asrrenging, but THEN she could
leave it with the Lord. She waa not enslaved in this matter, Ged
hed celled in peesce, and He would give peace. The added words in
verse 16 were to comfort im such & circumstence. "For why knowest
thou, 0 wife. whether thou shalt save thy huaband? or why knowest
thou, O man, whether thou shalt save thy wife?™ In other words, if
the unbeliever departs, you ere not to seek to TORCE & hindrence
of this departing, for you cennot be sure you will leed tThe
unbelieving husband, or wife, &s the case may be, unto the Loxd,
end therefore do not force your wey to compel the home when 1% 1{
possible you will not lead that one ﬁa t+he Lord, but only be
hindered by that which you are now seeking as fellowship. You are

free in such & ocase. Here them we have Divine commendimenta.

-
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Now let us notice holy opinions. The apostle plainly
suggeats et the very beginning of the chapter and indicates more
definitely in verse 7 thaet there were oertain advantages for those
who remained unmerried. I would that all men were even as I

myself, This im the context seems feirly clear, for he sags to the

unmarried and widows, - It is good for them that they eabide even as I.

Evidently therefore, Paul was unmarried, or & widower, but &s he
desired that all should be es himself, it scems bardly likely that
he was & widower, Scripture would seem to confhrm the thought thet
he was unmerried. This then he exiresses as & desire which he had,
Wy wish all men toc be as myself"” - a deeire which he fAlt when he
stood before Agrippa. He was mever a mournful servasnt of Ged. If
he wanted to encoursge emybne he would encourage them in texrms of
himgelf, I do not mean "self-comsciously"” in the proud meaning of
this word. There are some believers who could not say "I wish you
werc as I am myself", it would be almost unkind to express this.
But he meant that he was free from distraction to devote every
energy to the Lord, and his desire was that others might have the
same freedom. There wes nothing wrong in marriage. Appointed by
God in the first, it was approved by God ever afterwards, and the
game apostle has said that forpidding to marry is a serious sin.
The Dord Jesus Christ in Matt. 19 emphesizédg the very thoughts
which Peul gives here, I mean that he emphasized marriage as
arrenged from the beginning, He emphasized sn interest in children:
but at the same time he speaks of those who could attayd tio the

things of the kingdom of heaven without distraction, who would have

ne home ties or olaims to occoupy their time. That seems the
special thought of this passage. For you will notice further on

we read, [verse Eé] n] suppose therefore +hat this is good for

the present distress (or necessityly that it is good for & man 80
o be,- Art thou bound unto a wife? seek not Ho be loosed. Axt
thow loosed from & wife? seek not a wife®. There was mo gin in
marriage, verse 28 guickly edds this thought, but there was
necessarily tribulation, for the word "trouble" is "tribulation™

in verse 28. Henoe the added statement 1n verse 29 "put this I say,

brethren, that the time is short", and because of the necessity
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7.
and the shortmess of time, epd the dengers of worldliness, the
apostle was alarmed ay the stress upou marriege which often took
the mind off the thingse of the Lord. He kmew very well that a
godly emphasis on this danger would not hinder 30DLY marriage, butb
would help to check every bendenoy to be ocoocupied with the thiungs of
earth, and to be ocompied with thoughts in this direotion insimad
of being occupied with the Lord, Henaoe thn;aﬂﬂal gtatement in verse
32, "I would have you.." This "I would have" is the same expreasion
as in verse 7, "I would have you without carefulnese" - that is,
without enxiety. "He that is unmarried cereth for (is snxious for)
+he things thet belong to the Lord, how he mey plesse the Loxd™.
In other words, he 1s 1like Timothy of whom We read, "I have Do man
14xeminded who will neturally be anxious on behalf of you". That is
in the very Bpiatle which says, "Be anxious for nothing"™, But I
gsuppose believers will see no contradioction. There must be no
anxiety &8 to the things of the world. But the aposile distinetly
gays that when there is marriege, there is ?aually a distraction
which takes away from the attreetion of the Lord. And why &
distraction? Let verse 34 make it olear. Omne ceres for the things
of the Lord, but another cares for (is anxious for) the things of
+he world, how she may pleese her hunhani. wand this I speak for
your profit™. MHow this woxrd "profii"™ is practically the same &8s
that wlsewhere rendered mexpedient™. MAll thingse axe lawful (within
authority) but all thingse are not expedient”™. Marriege Was lawful
even among the Corinthien believers at that btime of necessity and
gtrain. It wes never Porbldden, and ie never 40 be forbidden, but
+he apostle was desling with that which was profiteble, +hat whioch
was expedient, im the o0ld sense of the woxd, - 1iterally, "bringing
together". lay I render it thus, - "Thia I speak toward the
bringing together of you yourselves, not thet I may cest a snare Tpon
yout The word Wepare" is almost & "atrengling soare™. We think of
the parable wlere the cares of this world choke the seed. The apostlag
wae longing that the believers might not have the wikl of God and
devotion to the Lord choked by any gettling down in the world. "Hot
thet I may have cast upon you & strangling snare, but with a view

%0 that which is ocomely. gni that ye may attend upon the Tord™.
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literally "That ye may have & seat well s& the side of the Lord,
without dragging eround™. I have not any doubt that this alludes
in the Holy Spirit's widdom, to Luke 10. HMartha is brought before
us as the type of ome Who is married, and ococupied with the things
of the home. Mery has a seat well toward, ani at the side of, the
Tord#, and attends to Him without the dragging round about of MHartha
who 1s hurrying ebout that house, getting things resdy. "Mary has
chosen the good part which shall not be taken sway from her" is the
Lord's own stetement. Indded there are perheps, few more striking
illustrations of the two positions in 1 Cor. 7 than Marthe and ihrr.
and here ie the Lord's warning, and the Lord's guidance to His
pecple, that they may be without distresctidm. I need herdly say
this puts & tremendous responsibility upon unmarried belisvers.
They are to be very definitely occupied with the things of the
Loxd. 3c'£at migunderstand me. I have no thought that when one
merries, he or she has & liberty to get colder regarding love %o the
Lord. These words are not approving of coldness, but warning
sgeinet coldness if suy sre merried. But the thought on my mind

is this, that 1f a child of God has no home respobsibilities of

the tremendous comprehensiveness which marriasge involves, though
few realise thia, end few,emen when in t?sm, live up to thess
respongibilities, - if any believer is free from the tremendous
time-teking respobsibilities for the bringing up of & godly home,
+hat believer should .f£111 up the vaguum, not with selfishness,

but with mueh concentrated devotion unto the Lord. I believe the
thought applies in everything. If & child of God at% the present
time Adefinitely tekes the attitude that he cannot take a share in
the world's government or the world's arrangements, that he belongs
to & heavenly city and & heavenly calling, it is mere trifling,

or scon degenerstea inte mere trifling, end causes the world %o
give & taunt for hypoorisy, unless that child of God will pub
himself out as much for the things of the Lord as men of the world
put themselves out for Ruties of national defence. If a believer
tekes it essier becsuse he is & Chyistian, that believer onl;
invites the ocharge of hypoerisy against ochildrenm of God. It is
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9.

encumbent upon every beliesver who at the present time is approachsd
by men of the world as 40 enlisting in the arnmy, it is encumbent
upon him te throw aside everything and to devole his energies
unsperingly to spiritual things; otherwise he stanis convicted
before the werld. and can have no possibility of bringing much
glory o the Lord amid this solemn erisis. The land HATURALLY
demands all the strsugthlpf the ;rms!ar men f_ui.ﬁhin i%, snd unless

we can conscientiously say that befcre God I:we are doing that which
18 of GREATER importence, EVEN FOR $HE LAND ITSELF; we sre ouly
dregging down the professed Name of the Lord Jesus, end kragging
§iw down the holiest primciples in & way which must dishonour Him,
and disgramce His lieme. These are perilous times end it is notb withent
reason thet we shall shortly see 1 Cor. 7 deels with this vexry
point, and aolves The whole guestion for a child of God, =solving,
moreover, all his business relationghips, and desling with every-
thing of busibess, even as witﬁ everything of the home.

But o return to the guestion of marriage. Marriage,
we have seen,when it has been unnauhmatea.in7ulvea respohaibilities
from Which there is no escape. That is the argument of various
verses. It involves responsibilities, Por Seripture makes clear that
it will teke much time %o look after the godly arrangement of a
home. I need not say,Il em not speaking of the farbditure, that is
a mere deteil. To spend one's time on 4ta slornment and decoration
is & trivial waate, end a fleshly conformity to this age. 1 em
speaking now of the home, in 1ts morel and spiritusl aspect; to
loock after it to the glory of God is most difficult and muat
dengerous, for thas passage ghows that i1f there is plaaaing God .
in the home, if there 18 honouring Him, there will be trihulntiun
4n the flesh, so that the strain of a godly home will be almeost
overpowering. Indeed both parits of 1life are set before us,
whether of the married or the ubmarried, &8 invelving opportunities
and dubties which &are uvarwhelmiﬁg unless we can oast ou¥ care upon
the Lord, emd claim His grecious enebling end the inworiding of
His Holy Spirit. But while the believer who is merried ia
distinetly told his or her responsibilities, let me not forget

4o remind you of the worda of verse 29. "Recause the time 1thnrt.
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10.
it remeineth both that they that heve wives be as though they had
—pone™. I do not mean by this to imply thet there is & selfish
disregard; Versa © makes clear the Lord's will otherwise, but that
same verse shows that aaalinga with the Lord mmst come firat, and
that though it is sinful to be selfish inm the home, even foxr
spiritual work, by godly errengement He muat come first, end there
must not be worldliness undexr the gﬁisa of;lova to a wife ox
husbend. (I maypsy that the expression wpefraud not"™ has &
generslised, as well a2 & specialised mauning. being the Holy

i

Spirit's transletionm of the commandment "Thou gshaelt not covet™ in
one Soripture, and therefore implying everything ang anythingf)y

of self-centering). Let me repeat it:- The child of God dwcke

who is married is to be most unselfish in &1l his or her deelings.
Much confusion is brought about in the home by 1ittle trivialitiles,
they mey seem, of selfishness. And while speaking of the individual
prayer of verse 5, let me remind you that the mnited prayer of
husbend and wife is shown in 1 Peter 3, end that such prayers must
not be hindered. But to return; in verse 29, those who have wives
be as those who have nome. In other words while there is t& be the o
evoidance of perscnsl selfishness, and 3333@32 locking after the

one committed Lo special care, there ias not to be what I may ocalla
whome-gelfishness” and forgetfulnesa of the fellowship of the Dord's
people. It is serious to be wrapped up in cue's self, it is almost
as serious to be wraepped up in one’s home. In view of the
golemnities of the day, children of God must put aside sll theories
of foolish miscalled "affeotion™, and devote their minds %o the
Lord, end the things of the Lord, and they will find thet all else
ig in its right place. I hope, though we &are scmewhat overdue with
this subject, to finish it, and &lso #u_apegk on the ohild of Hod
and deily business as seen in this passage of Soripiure, when the
Lord brings us together next time (Jam. 4. 15).
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