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Ko, 62,
THE BODIES OF THE LORD'S FPEOPLE,

An Address by ¥r, P, W, Heward
At Aldpate, 8th March, 1912,

Our subject, by grace, this evening is "The Bodies of the Lord's
People", a deeply important subjeet, for we are not simply spirits, we
have bodies, and having heen saved by grace 1t is our responsibvility to
kmow what to do with those bodies, as with all else that we pogsess,
Nothing that we own is & matter of indifference, our bodies sre either
to be used for the Lord, or the sooner we are free from them, the detter
everything must be unto Him, if we have it, everything is a stewardship,
a trust, Our bodies are such hefore the Lord, The words of Romans 12:1
ere clear in this comnection, "I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the
mercies of God, that ye present your bvodies a living sacrifice, holy,
acceptable, unto God which is your ressonable servise", Kot only are
we to worship God in the Spirit, not only sre our minds to be set on
things above, but our bodies are to be a living sacrifice, and this im-
plies a continuance, and this implies a strain, and this implies a whole
devotedness; nor does that pessage stand alone, In 1 Cor, 6 we read
that our bodies are the members of Christ, We read, moreover, in a won-
derful statement, that we are o glorify God in our vodies, because we
are bought with a price, The fulness of that Passage cannot he easily
grasped, Doudbtless it refers to an assembly of God's desr people, which
1s called a body because of its visidble unity and executive working, but
it goes further, Our bodies are to glorify God, They are not a mere
matter of indifference, they asre to be used definitely for Him, This
is in accord with the whqle tsaching of Seripture, for we find in the
olden times Goaq particularly emphasizea upon Israel that His Word wag
to come in everything, Thou shalt speak all these words, He said, when
thou sittest, when thou g0est, when thou risest up, and so forth, The
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book of Proverbs does not ummeaningly say that we are to have the Word
of God as an ornament round our neck, and bound upon our fingers; the
thought 18 that our hHodies are to be consecrated to the Lord, We know
very well how marked this was with the priesthood of Israsel, and though
it bve granted that the Levitical arrangements as to the hody dealt with
the purifying of the flesh, 1t is also true that they still lay the
stress upon the use of that body for God, and the importanse of EVERY-
THING inasmuch as it is linked with God. This is really a continuation
of last week's study in one of its aspects, where we considered the
Divine precept., "Whether ye eat or drink, do all to the glory of God",
It is, moreover, important in conmection with this subject, to consider
erroneous teaching that was spread among the professing Christians in
the early days; it was taught that matter was essentially sinful, This
was the Gnoétic heresy which is referred to possibly more tham any
other heresy, in the lster Seriptures, This Gnostie heresy spread the
belief that the God Who created the world was not the Supreme God, and
other blasphemous attacks upon our glorious and gracious God, The result
of the 1i8ea that matter was sinful, whieh was linked with the denial of
creatlon, was twofold, Some indulged their bodies, careless as to how
they used them, others mortified them in outward manner, Apparently
they were willing to g0 through any strain for their body, for "neglect-
ing of the body" Paul called 1t, not in any honor, but actually for the
satisfying of the flesh, By the grace of God we realize that gnosti-
¢ism 1s not the word of God, matter is not sinful, our body is to he
used for the Lord; matter is not sinful, for our beloved Lord was pleased

to take the body that was prepared for Him, It was no mere phantor body

that He offered on Calvery, when He bare our sins in His own body on
the tree,

We pass along now to the second point in our syllabus, Romans
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8:10 brings before us the position of the lLord's redeemed and of them
only; the Seripture there says, "If Christ be in you, the body is dead
because of sin, but the spirit is life, because of rightecousness", Here
we have two parts, the external, and the internal; the body is desd,
The believer realizes that his body is not yet enjoying the result of
redemption, not yet ssved in this sense, He is in the words of the
same chapter, "Waiting for the adoption, to wit the redemption of the
body" (v.23), The body is at the present time dead, bYecause of sin;
3in has left its mark on our body, and because of that our body must
either be laid in the grave (a painful thought in one sense, for it
seems so humiliating that the body of a believer should be nreyed upon
by the reminders of corruption and by corruption itself) or, if the
Lord shall come, the body must be changed in a way that is somewhat
sinilar to death, for mortality i1s swallowed up, Flesh and blood are
such that they cannot inherit the kingdom of God, So says Seripture;
conseguently we can enter into the meaning of those humbling words,
"The body is dimm dead because of sin", And it 1s the "Body of our
humiliation" as Phil, 3:20 puts it, and I believe that we &s children
of God should bYe more humbled in connection with our bodies, They sre
meant to keep us very low before the Lord, and to cause us to enter into
the fuller meaning of Romans 7. The passage adds in Romans 8 "But the
spirit is life because of righteousness", not "The Spirit is made alive",
for that which is born of the Spirit is spirit, It wss never viewed as
dead, it is the new creation, a Divine gift. We as individuals are made
alive, but the spirit is a gift, "That which 1s born of the Spirit is
spirit", it is something the ungodly have not, as Jude puts it, "Not
heving ¥ spirith, It 1s something totally fresh,"And the spirit ig

life because of righteousness”, not our righteousness but Godts right-

eousness, graciously wrought out, and graciously imputeq,
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We now pass to 1 Cor, 9:27, Here we sdvence a step further;
not only 1s the body dead because of sin, but we are instructed dy the
Lord to buffet the body and lead it as a bond-servant, It i1s a strik-
ing expression, and God means every word He says, The apostle desired
eontinually to duffet his bdody, and to load it as a bondservamt, and
why? Because, in this sense, that body had not yet entered into the
glories of union with Christ, It wes still viewed as dead because of
sin, and therefore was not to be indulged or pleased, but rather set
on one slde. It ls somewhat difficult to reconcile the two statements
from the human and natural standpoint. How can we present the body,
and buffet the body? But every child of God in experlience knows what
no logic can express in human words, While at the same time he should
buffet his hody and keep under his natural desires whether in the way
of food or clothing, or comfort or pleasure, he also is ensdbled to rea-
1ize how that body is to be used as & bondservant of the Lord, It is
not merely drought into slsvery, dbut it is brought into a blessed sla-
very, It 1s not merely curbed and controlled, it is also devoted; in
fact the very living ssorifice is a buffeting to the body, It wortifies
in more senses than one, for if we are those who are faithful to the
Lord, we shall be khux® whm zxz % always being delivered to desth for
the sake of the Lord Jesus, as Paul shows in 2 Cor, 4, If men of deceit
shall not live out half their days, the believer must be willing to be
8s enthusiastic for the Lord as the man of sin for his sins; willing
to die daily, and 1f need be, to have his strength cut off in the midst

of his years, as was the Lord's own experience, for there was s Divine

appointment that Christ died when young, not that we should all expeet

that, but to show us the strenucusness of the 1ife vhich the Lord or.
dained for His beloved Yeople,
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And now we pass to consider SATAN'S METHOD ARD OBJECT, Satan
knows very well that the Lord has won & victory over him, but with de-
fliance he seeks to impede the Lord's course, Ever since man was created
Satan has hated the fset that man will have the sovereignity of this
earth which Satsn had and lost, consecuently Satan has ever attacked
and opposed men, and his peculiar attsck is on the body, for two or
three ressons, First, the body is that which is essily reached; it is
the outside snd he works on that, Secondly, Satan was a spirit and his
angels were spirits, When MAN, a cfesture with a BODY, was created to
have the world's dominion, there was a very definite setting aside of
Satan, and since that, Satan has either sought through his angels to
possess the bodies of men, or to destroy those bodies, In Genesis 6
his angels sought to possess the bodies of creatures, and we read how
that unclean apirits were in men in the lifetime of the L,rd, His other
nethod is to attack the body, and of this we often read, For example
we find the "thorn in the flesh" (of which we shall speak afterwards)
was a8 MESSENGER OF SATAN; and we know how the "DELIVERING TO SATAR"
was "FOR THE DESTRUCTIOF OF THE FLESH", that the Spirit might be saved
in the dsy of the Lord Jesus, It 1s, moreover, noteworthy that Satan's
attack on the hody is becsuse he knows that the body is not yet redeenm2d,
he feels it 1is the vantage ground wherehy to oppose the dear people of
the Lord., Satan's work is made clear In the epistle of Jude where we
find that even when a man is passed away from this world Satan feels he
hes something he can do to stisck God, But if that one is & believer,
what can he @09 He can ONLY touch the BODY,

Saten was peculisrly angered,

When the body of Moses was held back from him, He disputed with Michael

the Archangel to get that body, that he might reduce it to eorruption,

for he, the EVIL ONE delights in corruption, Corruption is not of God
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You know how we f£ind that a Satanic Power is called bj the name "DE-
STRUCTION", and enother Satanle Power seems to be called by the neme of
"DEATH" in Rev, 6, The Divine statement "Where, O Death, is thy vietery?"
would not be uttered if Death were an angel of GOD. Death must there-
fore be either a thing or an angel of Satan, But it 1s viewed as a FER-
SOF in Rev, 6: So, in connection with death and corruption we see very
definitely the work of Satan on the body, This illustrates how to the
very last he will fight for the bodies of the Lord's people, and we can
well understand how that in the days of their flesh he does a1l he can
to dsmage and use those hodies against the Lord, If he is not allowed
the sovereignity of those bodles he will seek as in the case of JOB to
bring those hodies to egony. GCod does not always permit it, but God
may for wise purposes, And we kmow that HIS Wég IS PERFECT,

Our Fourth Point is "PHYSICAL SUFFERING", and &s to whether we
mey expect DIVINE HEALING, Physical suffering is found everywhere in
this world since sin csme in, and God teaches by 1it, and warns by it,
It is important that we &as believers should learn the lesson from it,
What then 1s physical suffering? Is it a direct work of God? God can
do as He pleasss, but is suffering always a direet work of God? 3By no
means, We often find Satan csusing physical suffering, We find, when
one was "BOUND" the Lord said, "WHO) SATAN HATH BOUND THESE EIGHTEEN
YEARS" (Luke 13), We find that the Lord Jesus went about healing all
who were oppressed of the Devil for God was with Him (Acts 10:38), We
find, moreover, the work of Satan vaguely mentioned, for example,as to
Job, and as to pein in 1 Cor, 5, and &s to the apostle in 2 Cor, 1z,
Satan delights in tormenting, es Revelation shows - delights in causing

physical suffering, He hates go0d because it is good, and loves evil

and anything that reminds of evil, When the Lord Jesus Christ came into

this world He ceme to bring by His life, and death, and resurrection
9
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a8 new dispensation, In comnection with that He came to make manifest
certain things that had been menifested before, and certain things that
had not been so manifested before, and mExtaim kit moreover, to manifest
some things that had been manifested, in a distinet sy sphere, and in
a Divine way, Israel's kingdom was an earthly kingdom, and the Lord
came knhowing that He would be rejected by Israel to form the kingdom
and patience of His people, till He shall come back again, Ko more to
an earthly netion, but to a heavenly, holy nation upon earth; and in
accord with this, there were re-arrangements of what Israel had experi.
enced, Now God of 0ld said to Israel, "I will not put upon you the
diseases I have put upon the Egyptians, I am the Lord That healeth theé&,
and when the Lord Jesus came to introduce the new dispensation, He also
revealed Himself as the Healer, for He went sbout healing all manner of
diseases, but there was a distinet aspeet in His healing, there was a
stress upon the healing first among the nation of Israel, and then among
the Gentiles as the declaration of His Vessiashlip, and as the manifesta-
tion in advance of the powers of the age to come, when the inhabitants
of earth shall not say "I am s8ick", and when the child, even, shall be
one hundred years old, Hence we find in the Gospels, and in the Acts
a stress on physical healing, yet not involving thse healing of every-
thing, There was a Divine resson for this, for the Lord had not cdﬁe
to make the pathway easy, but to make the psthway difficult for His
people, as a test ere He should come back, "I am come to send s sword
upon esrth", We are trained by trials and blessed by probléms, hence
we find that the healings were in a large majority of cases of those

wWho were outside the fellowship, the immediste fellowship of the Lord

and of His people, We do not f£ind the Lord exerclsing His healing work

émong His speeial followers only, but among all elesses, and we do not
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find the apostles healing in the church merely, but among sll, and
even there seems a certain omission of some within the church, for
Epaphroditus was nigh unto death, and Paul who healed many hed no power
to heal himself, And Timothy is spoken of as having frequent strength-
lessnesses or prostrations, Service unto the Lord involves a certain
prostrations, - at least, in some cases, and at some times, There was
not a universal healing; not only were the gifts of healing only granted
tO'some:tiges.WMXs oﬁ;ﬁ?fﬁf?:zgkigzgzumight be 8 beseeching the Lord
thrice, but He might refuse ang rather ssy, "My grace is sufficient for
thee™ and leave His servant to stand the strain of physical suffering
with a Divine purpose, Horeover, we £ind in the latter Seriptures, i,e,
after the period of Acts, an emphasis on this thought still more definite-
ly, The gifts of healing were gifts of the "Body", but when the Body
of Christ was velled and more than velled, temporarily withdrawn as an
EARTHLY executive, God was plessed to withdraw some of the gifts, It
1s AFTER the period of Aets that we find & stress on Timothy's Weakness’
and we are told there how Trophimus was left at WMiletus siek; there is
no case of physieal healing THEN brought before us, In. the earlier
epistles we have mention of the gifts of healing, not so in the letest
epistles, 4nd in the book of Revelation, the 1agt Scripture of the pa 4
Present dispensation, Just as the apostles there mentioned in chapters
2 and 3 are false ones, &nd the prophet mentioned 1g a false one, the
&1ft of healing 1s linkegd wWith "the besst who hag the deadly wound ang
who livedn, thys we see that at no period in this dispensation ecoulg

we ahsolutely and definitely claim Divine healing, and that In dsys of

weakness we are 8till more hampered, Divinely hampered, ss g rebuke that

We may not claim Divine healing in a manper which dictates to God

A word or two es o the "Thorn in the flesh”,

The thorn in the
flesh is declareq %o be an ARGEL oF SATAN, not merely

8 messenger, but
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an angel of Satan that was glven to Paul lest he should be lifted up.
This was God's obJect, THAT HE SHOULD BE BUFFETED, - this was SATAK'S
OBJECT, Satan gave it in hatred, but the Lord permitted it becsuse of
the abumdance of the revelations He had glven to His dear servant, and
thereby prevent him being damaged by blessings, But the fact of the
thorn in the flesh, being an allowed messenger of Satan to trouble
God's dear servamt, brings before us a Divine principle, If we sre
blessed, we shall need something physically to humble us - at least
in the mejority of cases, 4 "perfect" body in our present incomplete
state would mean that we should exercise pride and live as fallen crea-
tures in many of our ectivities, 'Tis through the body that we often
receive lessons as to the need for grace to be humble, grace to be pe=-
tient, and grace to long for "THAT Day", So we mey thank God for the
thorn in the flesh, The thorn in the flesh sets aside all thought that
it is sinful to have an illness, Whether that thorn 1n the flesh was
comnected with the nerves and so affected hoth speech and eyesight, or
whether it was merely of the eyes to which the apostle plainly refers,
it 1s evidert that 1t was something physical, and s physical disab&ity,
and therefore physical disabilities are not in themzelves sinful, but
nay be Divinely yermitted, not as a chastigsement for sin, as an action‘

but as a gracious prevention of the development of sin as s prineiple,

We pass now to the Pifth point which deals with the Inportance
of point 4 in connection with the failure of man in this dispensation,
If believers had not failed in this dispensation we should antisipate
now, that there would be many gifts of healing as witness to the world,

but when we reslize that man has failed we can urderstand the holding

back of many of thege 8lfts, The loss of the VARIFEST unity of "the

Body" has naturally led to the velling of some healings that were linked
with "the Bodyn,

We have no Peter ang Paul to overshadow any, and to
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heal them, or by hankerchiefs teken from them o spread cures, We do
not see, &s & general rule, lame men get up and walk, (Is this only
because of present unbelief? Doubtless many, many losses are through
absence of spiritual simplicity, faith and unworldliness, But SOME
withdrawings, as of the Shekinah in the second temple are reminders
of God's holy chastisement, and a huwbling lesson.,) God is the Same
and His years have no end, we have a faith in Himself, but faith needs
promises before it can pleed for definite actions, Our faith in God
is certain that He will do the right, dbut WE cannot do what is right une
less we know His revealed will, therefore we ¢an understand how impor-
tant & bearing thps sudbject has on the mistekes of the dispensation, as
far as God has PERMITTED ruin to be manifested, Wondrously has He held
back frow parts of ruin, and His love and word and saving and enadling
power cannot be ruined,

We pass now to Romens 8 and the glorified body. There we find
the definite statement that we are waiting for the adoption or the
"placing as sons” to wit the redemption of the body. Notice that word
adoption, "placing as sons”, We are sons now, but we are not yet PLACED
as sons in THIS way, How can we de? We cannot be placed as God's sons
with a body of humiliation, and such imperfectness as we manifast now,
Naked spirits cannot be manifestly placed as God's sons, & Cor, 5 shows
that they too await resurrection, the redeuption of the body when the
Lord's people have body, soul and spirit perfected, That for which by
grace those who love the Lord are looking, is the glorious prospect when
God will place His people and menifest His people as His sons, For
Romans 8 puts it that we are WAITING for the manifestation of the sons
of God (v, 19), the unveiling. They are veilled now - veiled by what?
by the body. The spirit within is the Lord's as much as 1t ever will
be, but there is the velling of that sonship by the body, that earthly
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tabernacle, the body of this death, that mortal body, that which is #w
dead because of sin, But the glorified body, though we camnot Tully
understand whet it means, is to make manifest God's gift, and also
God's saving power, It will manifest God's gift, for we shall be
clothed upon with our house which is from heaven - something fresh,
It will manifest God's saving power, for it will be linked with that
which is sown in the earth, M"There is a natursl body and theres is a
spiritual body"., The bodies are distinct, and the glorious body of
the redeemed will not be merely the body that is sown, "Thou sowest
not that which shall be, but bvare grain, God giveth it a body as it
hath pleased Hin", "This mortel shall put on tmmortality, end this
corruption put on incorruption”, "Death will be swallowed up in vie-
tory". The body is dead because of sin, but there must be something
0f the hody because there is a link with the sowing, As when we put
a grain into the ground, though there is a fresh body, yet it is LINKED
with that Yody which 1s put there and bdears relstion to it. Though it
1s not the same in size or shape or form, it beers a relation, Now as
to the glorious body of the Lord's reople, we anticipate that there will
be a relation of this kind, for that is a Divine paradle, A relation
whieh may be in some of the points in which the seed is not like that
which is raised, I mean for example, size and shape and form; but it
will not dbe a redation, that makes it absolutely the seme, The glori-
fied body means an house from heaven, X Precious hope,

Now we come to s summary, We have seen them that our bodies are

at the present time still dead hecause of sin, bearing the marks of the

fall, and to bve laid in the grave, or changed, ers we can enter the

glory, - But that the Lord has died, that body, soul
be His,

and spirit might
that therefore 1t is oup Tesponsibility to anticipate "that Day"
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by using our bodies for the Lord X now with a devotedness and a wil-
lingness to égg’aside fleshly longings &and desire, We see at the same
time that we are not to regard the body as glorified or as perfected,
but are to kﬁow very well that that bodx@s subject to troﬁhles and
weaknesses, and we are to be willing to endure these for the sake of
our Lord, This has an important bearing on much Scriptural doctrine,
for it lays a tremendous stress upon the far-reaching effects of the
fall which is ever before our eyes, It, moreover, indicates the vast
importance of resurrection, It explains, moreover, in what way the

work of Christ is finished and yet to be more fully completed, in what

way we are beling saved and in what way we shall he saved, His work of
atonement is finished; the application is preciously going om, Oh that
we may realize this in the Holy Spirit,

There are now some solemn, practlical inferences, First of all,
as to ourselves, that we may not misuse those bodies which are a ssored
trust, Secondly, &s to others, that we may notencoursge fhem in the use
of the body for the things of this earth which fade, And thirdly, there
18 the solemn, practicsl inference that we should beware of those who
are teaching anything that implies either that the body is in itsg matter
sinful, or on the other hand that we may reach a perfection and a glory
physiecally now, It is for us rather to know the meaning by grace of
2 Cor, 4 where the apostle, describing the present experience of the
Lord's people, explains that they ere to have their outward m man perish-
ing and only the inward man being renewed day by day. We are being changed
toward the ssme imsge from glory to glory, by the Spirit of the Lord
within, but the body is the "body of humiliation™, til1 the day of death
OR THE DAY OF CHRIST'S RETURN,

Q, Would the miracles of the Lord and the apostles in healing

outside, or feeding the multitudes, warrant judieious giving to the
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unsaved?

A, I always hesitate to make what the Lord d4id by a miracle an
argument for others to do without a miracle, However, though we realize
that the Lord's work as to the feeding for instance of the five thone
sand was followed by & refusal when they asked for this asalin, it would
be fairly definite that the Lord would set aside anything but judicious
giving, That which He has particularly commanded is to glve to the
enemles, and I think there is & reason for that, What a witness is
brought about, Paul gives the same argument - "If thine enemy hunger
feed him, if he thirst give him drink", It is the ENEMY about whom we
are to be specidlly concerned, The ome who stops -our food supplies is

the one whom we are to feed,

Q. Do I understand that as weakness has come 1n, the passage in

James 1is ruled out in measure?

A, We cammot interpret the words of James 5 ti11 we have elders

of the Chumch, 'But there are precious applications of the prineiple -

the prayer of FAITH - Faith is according to God's Promises and POWERFUL

Oh that the UNBELIRVING dependence on man and CONFIDENCE in URappointed

neans may he set aside),

O. This subject throws a great light on Satan's method in what

1s called Christian-Science,

A, Christian Secience is a form of CGnosticism revived, and a
panthe ism,

Q. Would VEGETARIANISM come into this question in conmeetion with
evil spirits seeking power over the bodiss?

4, I think so,

Qs Vegetarimnism - How?

A, The Egyptian priests necded to be vegetarians, and certain
nediums in the present day find 1t s necessity to dbe Vegetarians, The
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Lord has appointed there should be the eating of some meat (not an in-
dulgence). It is & most humdling thing to eat meat, It is linked with
the reminder that we are in bodies of humiliation,

Q. As to Romans 147

A, In Romans 14 the Holy Spirit says distinetly thst we are to
be ready to give up eating meat if a brother stumbles, but 1 Tim, 4 tells
that & time would come when there would he false doctrine on this very
matier, and the apostle there recommended the eating of foods if there
was a special attack on the truth linked with the giving up of this food,
Now the giving up of meat is linked with SPIRITISM and with the idea of
the physical regeneratiom of the body, The thought is to resch the mil-
lennium without Christ, That 18 SOCIALISH; that is VEGETARIANISY, and
almost every other nIsMT,

©. You mentiomed that CORRUPTION was not of God, Did God work as
to Moses' arm, heesuse leprosy is sorruption, is it not%

4, I should say, Yes, God has always been pleased to appoint
Judgments but what MEANS He has adopted we cannot always say, We know
that He will glve certain judgments in the future in which He will use
DEUON POWERS, to carry them out, therefore I hesitfate to say how God
brought ahout leprosy,

Qs It was not & case of Judgment against Moses, any more then against
Egypt, was 1t9

4, It was to teach them the POWER OF GOD,

Qe It has often been said that the apostles never ussq their powers
to work miracles for the benefit of themselves or their friends: are you
not rather spolling it vy saying they had not the power to do so?

A, I did not mean to use the exact words "had not the power", but
that God appointed that the use of this power should be rather as a WIT.
NESS than for the advantage of the overstrained servants of the Lord,
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that they should bhe willing to endure all the difficulties of the pre=-
sent life of suffering as a preparation for the coming glory, Really
it is difficult to decide what 1s the difference hetweem not having the
power and not using it, because 1f the apostle could nmot use it in that
case, he d1d not have it from the Lord for that purpose, He could not
have faith for it, therefore he really did not have the power in thet
commection, Gifts were never merely gifts in & vague indefinite sense,
Though there were several ginfdw gifts whieh CGod gave and whieh man mis-
used (which was a disgraceful thing, as the gift of tongues for example
misused at Corinth), there were other gifts that were used om the line
of PARTICULAR occasions for which the Lord gave falth, which of courae
is what the Lorad appointed, and apostles would work in that way,

Q. In comnection with the stewardship of the body, is not a man
gullty of suicide 1f he lacks care of the hody and slowly kills himself?

A, He does it unintentionally,

Q. But if constantly pointed out to him it really hecomes intentional?

4, It 1s difficult to say what is doing it intentionally, We know
many things that we forget at the time we are acting, For example, a man
may know that certain actions will be dangerous to him as to his physical
frame, but at a time of excitement he may overstrain himself, and forget
all about himself, You would not say he was bordering on committing
suicide, would you? A child of God might know that he had to be careful
a8 to his heart, but in a moment of enthusiasm for the things of the ILord
he might overstrain himself; you would not say that that child of God
was comitting suicide, The intention then is to please the Lord, I be-
lieve the children of God are to be wise and cautious, but I do think
that 1f they think too much about their Yody in this way they make it
nuch more liable to be demaged, I think with most of us the best way
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to use our body is to forget all about it, Such an attitude mortifies
and uses at the same time, (Indulgence is & great peril, "Fussiness"
as to the physical frame often hinders spirituality),

Q. But 1f you sre steward of a province you must not forget that
province,

4, No, I am inclined to think that 1f we exerecise our SPIRITUAL
desires towsrd the Lord, that the spirit is so linked with the body it
will lay hold of the body and meke it work properly in the things of the
Lord, The spiritual life will bhe using ths bodily frame in which it
operates, because the spirit camnot show ITSELF, Do you follow what I
AR meen?

Ge That would lead a man to necesssry moderation,

A, What do you mean by "necessary moderation"?

Qs No one can define that hypothetically, you must have a Specific
case,

A, Would you say that Paul exercised necessary moderation when he
was dying daily?

Qs Do you think he mesnt necessarily?

A, Evidently he meant a very strentlous life for the Lord, He was
in perils, and in watchings, and in trials all the time, He said, "We
who live are always being delivered to desth", "Qur outward man perish-
eth, yet the inward man is being renewed day by day"™, So I think he
approved of all the Lord's reople leading a strenuous life,

Q. Is it right for & married men to work himgelf to death and b g
leave his wife amd family for others to bring up?

A, T believe a man should have spiritual wisdoh In a matter of
that wx kind, Certainly it is sinful to gpend one's stremgth in over-
time strain for the bresd that perishes, Certainly it ig sinful +to
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worry, or to seek worldly success, But as to spirituel "overwork" -
in the opinion of many - a few words may help, God does not call to
recklessness, and I think there is Divine wisdom in the way in which
those who were engaged in travelling about ‘from land to land were usu-
ally unmarried men in the early church, This was the Divine appoint-
ment , it would seem, in most cases, I should think that those who
say "We must not care for the body; we must g0 here and there and
everywhere, and risk everything" and who emphasized that part of the
teaching, need to be remimded of CARING FOR THE BODY, and that those X
who say, "We must care for the body" are the very omes who need to be
reminded to put the body om ome side. As a rule we see most readily
THE OPPOSITE PORTION OF TRUTH TO THAT WHICH WE NEED,

Q. Yes, I see that, I feel that is true,
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Further literature, concerning the Lord, gladly sent (international) to
exercised believers for personal perusal, and passing on to God’s
glory, some also in German, Spanish, Russian, Polish, Czech, Romanian:

[ — “To Testify the Gospel of the Grace of God.” — ]

COPIES FREE (as the Lord enables) on application to:
Scriptural literature for Believers
Gottlieb-Daimler-Str.1 — 74343 Sachsenheim — GERMANY




